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TT  AVING  fixed*  tfce  6th  of  January  for  my 
-*-  •*•  departure,  the  chief  of  the  Nimiqua  horde, 
iiear  which  J  was  encamped,  came  on  the  day 
appointed,  with  his  wife  and  fifter,  to  take  leave 
of  ijie.  His  fifter  had  a  pretty  little  monkey,  v  ' 
the  belly  of  which  was  white,  and  the  reft  of 
the  body  of  a  greenifh  colour.  This  charm- 
ing animal  was  the  firft  of  its  fpecies  I  had 
Vol,,  III.  B  feen; 
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feeft;  slXxS.  1  Wifhed  much  to  have  it  in  my 
pofleflion  to  add  to  my  colle&ion;  but  it  was 
fo  dear  to  fts  miftrefs,  that  I  durft  not  venture 
to  afk  it  of  her.  Every  time  £he  came  to  vifit 
me,  fhe  brought  it  along  with  her  ;  and,  before 
fhe  entered  my  tent,  fhe  tied  it  to  one  of  the 
flakes*  that  it  -might  play  with  Kees,  I  was 
always  fpnd  of  treating  it  with  fome  dainty  J 
but  fcarcely  would  my.  back  be  turned,  when 
Kees,  ftronger  and  more  mifchievous,  would 
open  its  moilth  by  force,  and  take  from  its 
pouches  what  I  had  given  it.  Its  miftrefs, 
highly  delighted  with  this  tricky  would  laugh 
mod  immoderately.  She  would  then  run  to 
her  favouri&Jf^d/hwJ  .With/jcarefles,  as  if  to 
cbnfole  Kim,jknd'xpfa$ftl  me  to  make  him 
amends  by  fqrtife*^ft».pBefent ;  while  Kees, 
afraid  of  beife&tcerficfi'eilore  what  he  had 
robbed,  W©$ld  fave  himfelf  by  flight. 

The  aftafehmtnt  Which  this  woman  had  to 
her  moftkey  was  a  real  paffion.  Her  whole 
hapjHuefs  fteft&ed  to  be  centred  in  it*  A  hun* 
dred  times,  While  We  were  talking  together* 
would  fiie  kittrhapt  the  coAv^fatioil  to  kifs  it  j 
and  yet  w*ben  die  few  me  abeftit  to  depart,  to 
«y  great  fia^fife^ftie  featthed  it  up  fuddenly, 

and 
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ahd,  having  kifled  it  over  and  over  with  the 
titmoft  tendfetnefs,  threw  it  upon  my  flibulder 
and  bid  ime  keep  it.  Was  this  incohftaricy  or 
indifference  ?  The  careffes  fhe  bcftowed  upon 
it  before  fhe  gave  it  me  prove  that  it  was  nei- 
ther. She  cohjedtured,  that  it  would  afford 
me  great  pieafure  to  poflefs  the  animal ;  &nd, 
Without  farther  cerertiohy,  fhe  detached  herfelf 
From  it  in  my  favour. 

My  plan  was  to  repair, to  a  horde  of  the 
Koraquas,  eftablifhed  at  the  diftance  of  fourteen 
br  fifteen  leagues  farther  to  the  north-eafh 
Twelve  perfons,  men  and  wometi,  of  that 
which  I  was  going  to  leave,,  joined  themfelves 
to  my  ciraVan,  and  fefved  me  as  guides.  We 
jpropofed  to  halt  on  the  banks  of  a  river,  fitu- 
fcted  foufr  leagues  and  a  half  from  our  point  of 
departure  j  but  we  found  the  bed  of  it  occu- 
pied by  a  herd  of  more  than  an  hundred  buf- 
faloes, Which  my  dogs  retried,  and  which  fled 
friom  tts  on  the  oppofite  fide; 

It  ii  always  a.  bad  omen  to  mfeet  with  thefe 
knimate,  in  the  deferte,  during  time$  of 
drought)  fori  as  they  live  always  in  l^rge  h&ds, 
and  take  up  their  abode  in  the  beds  of  the 
rivers,  they  fixm  exhauft  what  little  water 
B  z  might 
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might  otherwife  be  left  in  them.  In  this,  there-* 
fore*  we  did  not  find  a  fingle  drop. 

After  we  had  refted,  we  refumed  our  march, 
following  theiir  track,  both  with  a  view 'that 
they  might  not,  exhauft  the  other  refervoirs, 
which  we  knew, we  fhould  foon  Hand  in  need 
of,  and  that  we  might,  if  poffible,  kill  fome 
of  them.  Towards  evening  we  came  up  with 
them,  at  the  diftance  of  five  leagues  farther  Qn 
the  banks  of  the  river ;  and  as  the  bufhes  with 
which  the  country  was  covered  retarded  thei? 
progrefs,  and  concealed  us  from  their  fight, 
we  were  able,  by  the  afliftance  of  bur  dogs,  to 
approach  them,  and  to  kill  two. 

They  were  in  nothing  different  from  the 
other  buffaloes  which  I  had  met  with  in  the 
eaftern  part  of  Africa,  except  that  they  yrexc 
of  a  monftrous  fize.  In  no  part  had  I  ever 
feen  any  equal  to  them. 

Two.  animals  of  fuch  a  bulk  enfured  pro- 
vifions  in  abundance  fpr  my  whole  company  j 
but,  as  the  cutting  them  up  would  require'  an 
entire  tlay,  I  deferred  that  labour  till  the  next 
jriorninjg.  At  break  of  day  my  people  began 
their  work ;  and,  in  the.  mean  time,  that  I 
might  conciliate  the  friendship  of  the  Koraquas, 
.    -  whofe 
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whofe  horde  I  intended  to  vifit,  I  difpatched 
meffengers  to  inform  them  that,  if  they  chofe 
to  partake  of  my  game,  I  would  give  them  a 
fhare  of  it  with  the  greateft  pleafure. 

In  this  manner,  I  here  repeat  it,  muft  every 
traveller  aft  who  wifhes  to  fucceed  in  his  plans. 
By  fuch  means  he  will  procure  friends;  and 
he  will  find  no  favages,  however  ferocious, 
whom  he  may  not  render  tradable. 

I  muft  declare,  to  the  honour  of  the  Afri- 
cans, that  the  farther  you  go  from  the  colonies 
you  will  find  among  them  more  fincerity  and 
more  afie&ion.  Thofe  who,-  on  account  of 
their  diftance,  are  neither  known  to,  nor  have 
an  opportunity  of  knowing  the  Europeans, 
poffefs  a  Simplicity  highly  engaging,  and  fhow 
no  nuftruft  but  what  is  neceflary  to  every  rea- 
fonable  being,  to  guard  againft  danger  ^nd  pre* 
ferve  his  ^xiftence. 

Their  chara&er,  it  is  true,  difplays  more 
apathy,  and  their  talents  are  more  confined  ;x 
but  never  having  occafion  to  deceive,  and  being 
alfo  never  expofed  to  be  deceived  by  others, 
they  have  no  need  of  falfehood,  and  are  un- 
acquainted with  it. 

The  Koraquas  arrived  in  the  afternoon,  to 
B  3  the 
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the  nunlber  (if  thirty  men  and  women,  and 
brought  with  them  fome  oxen  to.  carry  back 
the  ptoviftons  I  had  offered  them.  They  paffed 
the  night  with  me ;  a>nd,  next  morning,  hav- 
ing caufed  their  oxen  to  be  loaded,  I  fet  out 
with  them  for  their  horde,  acrofs  a  fcorchecj 
plait^  the  drieft,  perhaps,  of  all  thofe  I  hac| 
yet  trayerfed. 

I  every  where  dbferved giraffes;  but,  in  a 
fpace  fo  pxtenfiye,  they  had  too  much  advan^ 
tageover  us  j  and,  as  I  defpaired  of  being  ablft;; 
to  get  nekr  theqi,  I  did  not  fo  much  as  think;  r-f$ 


to  hupftt  him,  and  fet  put  accordingly  with  *;/u 
Klaas.  We  galloped  forwards  full  fpeed,"  arid^;^* 
had  got  wkhin  (hot,  when  the  horfe  on  whichi '{?$&{ 
Klaas  was  mounted,  fuddenly  (tumbling,'  fHli^f 
down, and  threw  ^im  over  his  head  to  thej^i:??^ 
diftance  of  more  than  ten  feet.  By  the  effe&$r.  *V 
of  the  fall,  his  fufee  went  off  at  the  fame  time  i  ./—■ 
and  it  was  only  hy  the  explofxon  that  I  wa**-T'vy. 
informed  of  the  accident.  '"^i 

I  was  then  at  about  the  dktence  of  a  hundred  :?|if  j' 
and  fifty  yards  in  a  ftraight  line  before  hirn^    -*' 

\  haffenecl,;  /  •;',' 
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I  haftened  towards  him,  at  foon  as  I  Q^ferved 
the  accident,  and,  finding  hin»  motionlefs,  ima- 
gined he  was  dead 5  button  putting  fome  vo- 
latile alkali  to  his  nofe,  his  fenfes  returned ;. 
and*  as  he.  was  now  in  a  fair  way  of  recovery, 
4  left  him  to  run  ufter  his  horf<?  j  and  having 
caught  it  we  rejoined  our  caravan. 

An  accident,  but  of  a  different  kind,  bad 
happened  among  the  reft  of  my  company* 
.  Two  women,  exhaufted  by  fatigue  and  th$ 
heat,  had  been  taken  ill ;  and  it  was  found 
neceflary  to  place  them  upon  the  oxen  which 
I  kept  for  that  purpofe,  and  which  followed 
us  in  relays, 

Though  we  had  advanced  but  a  little  way, 
my  colonial  Hottentots  were  already  quite 
worn  outf  Accuftomed  to  the  temperate  cli- 
mate of  the  Ca'pe,  thefe  men,  naturally  indolent 
and  timid,  were  unable  to  fupport  the  fcorch- 
ing  heat  pf  the  torrid  zone  to  which  we  were 
approaching.  Thofe  who  during  my  firfl: 
journey  had,  when  circumftancea  required, 
fuftaincd  marches  of  twelve  hours,  found  them- 
felves  now  fo  languid  and  weak  after  one  of 
half  the  time,  that  they  were  not  capable  of 
advancing  a  ftep  farther*  They  faw  oie  ex- 
B  4  pofc 
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pofe  myfclf  to  the  fame  fatigue  without  com* 
plaining;  but  my  example  had  no  efFed  tcr 
raife  their  deprcffed  courage. 

They  complained  particularly  of  third  mor^ 
than  of  any  other  evil.  In  vain  did  I  exhort 
them  to  employ  a  remedy  I  had  difcovered, 
which  was  that  of  not  drinking  much,  and  of 
being  contented  with  lapping  a  little  water  at 
a  time,  like  my  dogs.  This  would  have  been 
•fufficient  to  moiflen  the  faKvary  glands, ,  and 
to  kedp  the  mouth  cool ;  but  their  obftinate 
ignorance  would  not  fuffer  them  to  follow  my 
directions.  They  drank  to  fatisfy  the  prefent, 
and  thought  they  could  drink  alfo  to  fatisfy 
their  future  thirft,,  without  perceiving  that  the 
large  quantity  of  liquid  which  they  fwallowed, 
after  remaining  on  their  ftomachs  like  a  load, 
and  retarding  their  movements,  foon  went  off' 
again  in  an  abundant  perfpiration,  which 
greatly  weakened  them/  and  threw  them  into 
a  ftate  of  gerferal  relaxation,  the  caufe  of  which 
they  unjuftly  afcribed  to  the  climate. 

Befides,  all  the  water  here  being  for  the  moft 
part  brackifh,  it  occafioned  dyfenteries,  which 
they  rendered  continual,  by  refufmg  the  only 
remedy  wTe  could  employ  to  chgck  thgm.  They 
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had  already  forgotten  thofe  protections  of 
steal,  and  thofe  folemn  promifcs  which  \  they 
were  fo  eager  to  make  before  my  departure 
from  Cape  Orange  j  and  the  fymptpms  of  difc 
content  which  *hey  began  to  fhow  rendered 
me  exceedingly  unhappy. 

To  this  caufe  of  uneafinefs  was  added  ano- 
ther. On  approaching  the  kraal,  the  remainder 
of  the  horde'(thofe,  I  mean,  whowere  not  in 
my  company)  came  to  meet  me,  but  in  a  tu- 
mulftiotfs  manner,  and  without  a  leader*  Their 
chief  had  died  a  little  before;  and,  fince  that 
event,  anarchy,  diforder,  and  confufion  Jiad 
prevailed  among  them.  They  had  aflembled, 
indeed,  to  ele&  a  fucceffor  to  the  de<?eafed  j  butf 
the  perform  chofen  having  refufed  to  accept  the 
office,  the  horde  had  divided  into  two  parties, 
one  confifting  pf  the  men  and  the  other  qf  the 
women,  eacfi  qf  whpm  had  named  a 'chief,  fo 
that  they  had  three  at  once,  none  of  whom, 
however,  poflefied  fufficicnt  authority  to  ter- 
minate th^ir  diffenfion.  The  refult  of  this 
triple  election  was  continual  disputes  and 
wrangling.  Battles,  in  which  rauch  blood  was 
ihed*  took  place  eyery  day ;  and  thefe  combats 
$$n0ed  ftill  more  to  increafe  their  animbfity. 
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Scarcely  had  they  joined  me,  when  they  be* 
gan  to  (how,  by  their  conduct,  how  their,  af- 
fairs were  fituated*  The  whole  horde,  both 
thofe  who  had  arrived .  and  thofe.  who  had  ac- 
companied me,  no  longer  paid  attention  to 
any  thing  but  their  quarrel  j  and  they  *ndea» 
voured  to  intereft  me  in  itt  though  I  knew  not 
a  (ingle  word  of  their  language.  »  To  foe  their 
warmth,  one  might  have  fuppofed  that  their 
election  was  a  matter  of  importance  to  the  whole 
world,  and  that  the  fate  of  mankind  waa  about 
(o  depend  on  their  chief.  All  fpoke  at  the  fame 
time ;  each  endeavoured  to,  drown  his  neigh* 
hour's  v(?ice  by  his  own;  their  eyes  fparkled 
with  fury ;  and)  atnidft  this  confufion,  while 
they  threatened  each  other  in  turns,  the  noife 
they  made  became  truly  dreadful. 

This  inteftine  war  among  the  favages  af- 
forded mp  a  fpe&acle  entirely  new;  and  though 
it  had  rather  an  alarming  appearance,  it  pre- 
fented  fptnething  interefting  to  the  obfervation 
pf  a  traveller.  The  hope,  indeed,  which  I 
entertained  of  fettling  their  difpuw  in  an  equU 
tabl?-  manner,  made  fpme  amends  for  the  di£* 
agreeablenefe  pf  my  fituation  by  being  coofti- 
tutfd  fupreme  judge  i#  a  eatjfi?  pf  fo  raucl^ 

CPU*** 
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fonfeqtience.  I  bad  great  reafon  to  entertain 
^  high'  idea  of  myfelf,  *s  I  was  going,  by  * 
(ingle  wonJ,  to  be  th$  founder  or  reftorer  of 
thcgreateft  pftwer  that  one  qaortaj  can  exercifc 
pVer  others. 

I  learned  by  my  interpreters,  that  the  de- 
ceafed  had  left  feveral  fons  of  fuffictent  age  to 
fucceed  him  j  and  yet  thefe  fons  had  been  en- 
tirely forgotten  1  notwithftanding  what  Kolbeq, 
tells  of  the  wonderful  order  which  prevails,  a$ 
to  fuceeffion,  among  the  African  tribes,  and 
pf  the  continuance  of  the  crown  in  the  reigning 
families.  The  courfe  di&ated  to  me  by  pru- 
dence, Und  the  only, one  I  could  purfue  under 
the  prefent  circumftances,  was  to  watch  the 
different  events  likely  to  refult  from  this  fcene, 
and  to  take  advantage  of  that  which  I  might 
think  moft  favourable  to  my  views.  A  for- 
tunate circumftance  foon  enabled  me  to  carry 
pry  plajn  into  execution. 

Unarmed  ?uid  without  any  precaution 
(hough  {unrounded  by  this  enraged  multitude, 
I  walked  calmly  along  in  the  midft  of  them; 
^nd,  when  we  arrived  at  the  kraal,  I  ordered  my 
tent  to  be  immediately  formed,  as  if  I  had  beeq 
(unrounded  by*  my  friends  and  relatione 

This 
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This  appearance,  raifed  fiiddenly,  ahd  as  if  by 
magic,  before  the  eyes  of  the  horde,  with  my 
fufees,  horfes,  and  tent,  obje&s  which  were  all 
new  to  them,  filled  them  with  admiration.  Men, 
women,  and  children,  motionlefs  and  with 
their  mouths  wide  open,  all  ftood  looking  at 
them  with  profound  filence.  Anger,  hatred, 
and  every  violent  paffion,  feemed  by  their 
countenances  to  be  extinguifhed,  and  to  have 
given  place  to  more  tranquil  emotions,  to  ig- 
norant furprife,  and  ftupid  aftoniftiment.  This 
Hate  of  calmnefs  was  juft  wha*  I  wiflied  for  ; 
and  my  whole  attention  Was  employed  in  pro- 
longing it,  in  order  that  I  might  turn  it  to  ad*, 
vantage. 

Infancy  is  naturally  curious ;  it  is  ftruck, 
with  every  thing  it  fees ;  and  the  favage,  ia  - 
this  refpe£t,  ifc  only  a  grown  up  child.  As 
thefe  favages  feemed  to  wifli  that  I  would  per- 
mit them  to  examine  more  clofely  whatever 
excited  their  admiration,  I  readily cofcdefcended  - 
to  gratify  their  defire.  They  approached,  fui*- 
veyed,  and  _  handled  every  thing.  But  the 
principal  objeft  of  general  curiofity  was  my 
perfon.  They  feemed  as  if  they  would  never 
be  fttisfied  With  looking  at  my  drefs.  They 
5  fulled 
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pulled  off  my  hat,  that  they  might  the  better 
examine  my  hair  and  my  beard,  which  were 
long.  They  even  half  unbtittoned  my  clothes ; 
and  furprifed  to  fee  my  fkin  white,  each  felt  it, 
as  if  defirous  to  afcertain  that  what  they  faw 
was  real. 

This  comedy  continued  till  the  evening  ;  and 
I  did  every  thing  in  my  power  to  prolong  it. 
At  length,  when  the  moment  of  feparation  ar- 
rived, I  caufedto  be  hinted  to  the  whole  com- 
pany, that  if,  two  hours  after  fun-rife  next 
morning,  they  fliould  not  be  agreed  refpedHng 
the  choice  of  a  chief,  I  would  immediately 
leave  them.  I  added,  however,  that  if,  on 
the  other  hand,  they  came  and  prefented  to 
me  a  chief,  ele&ed  by  general  confent,  I 
would  then  load  them  all  with  prefents,  and 
beftow  on  him  a  diftin&ion,  which  would 
raife  him  above  all  his  equals,  and  render 
the  horde  one  of  the  moft  celebrated  iji  the 
whole  country.  But  what  was  my  furprife 
when  I  learned  the  fame  evening,  that  on  my 
head  the  burdegi  of  the  crown  was  depofed  I 
Pretending  to  be  alarmed  at  this  intelligence,  I 
took  advantage  o£  it,  as  I  had  intended,  to  reftore 
perfect  tranquillity  j  and  I  accordingly  acquiefced, 
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aflaririg  them,  that  if  they  would  prdmife  td  fc& 
obedient,  I  wbuld  give  them  the  only  chief 
worthy  of  ruling  them,  arid  df  making  theirf 

happy,  .,/..- 

By  means  of  my  interpreters,  J  had  acquired 
every  information  neceflary  to  enable  me  trf 
accomplifh  my  end  with  certainty.  My  prin- 
cipal aim  was  to  learn  the  choice  of  inclination 
of  the  majority ;  and  I  hoped,  when  it  was 
known,  to  give  to  the  object  of  it  a  confer 
quertce  that  fhould  be  capable  6f  ftriking  thenoU 
I  fuecceded  according  to  my  defire.  The^ 
named  one  Haripa*  and  I  immediately  pro-* 
claimed  him  chiefi 

The  favage  has  ftrong  paflions ;  his  ange*  is 
Violent,  but  it. is  of  fhort  duration*  and  he  feori 
rettutis  to  the  natural  mikJnefs  of  his  thara&efc 
This  I  experienced  on  the  prefeftt  oceafiorij 
The  commotion  of  the  horde  fubfided;  ahd 
they  peaceably  retired,  apparently  difpo/ed  tcJ 
%  qbey  me. 

I  was  ignorant  whether  the  women,  xvheiS 
they  feparated^  held  any  conference  together^ 
t>r  whether  my  choice  was  agreeable  to  theiir 
wi£hes  j  but,  tit  the  appointed  hour  next  morn* 
ing,  the  whole  horde  appeared  before  me,  with 
6  Haripa 
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H&ripa  at  their  head.  He  was  a  man  about 
forty  years  of  age,  tall,  well  made,  exceedingly 
ftrong,  and  confequently  formed  by  nature  for* 
ruling  the  feeble  multitude* 

Before  I  proceeded  to  inftall  him,  I  defired 
to  know  whether  they  were  all  agreed  in  ac- 
knowledging him  j  or  if  any  one  objected  to 
his  election.  Being  affured  that  they  were 
unanimous,  I  ordered  Klaas  to  approach.  Klaas 
immediately  advanced,  holding  in  his  hand*  one 
of  thofe  grenadier  caps  given  me  by  Colonel 
Gordon,  and  of  which  I  have  already  fpoken* 
He  hadbruflied  it  with  great  care  j  and  had 
pblifhed  the  copperplate  in  the  front,  which 
was  ornamented  with  the  arms  of  Holland, 
that  is  to  fay,,  a  lion  rampant,  having  in  one 
of  his  fore-paws  feven  arrows,  and  in  the  other 
a  naked  fabre.  . 

Thb  fymbol  could  not  fail  to  pleafe  thefe 
favages,  as  it  exhibited  a  representation  of  the 
weapons  peculiar  to  them,  and  ofthemoft 
formidable  animal  of  their  country,  which  I 
took  care  to  point  out  to  them.  They  tefti- 
fied  -their  admiration  in  the  moft  expreffive 
maimer;  and  imagined  that,  fuperior  to  kings,  . 
I  had  by  my  almighty  power  made  this  work 

during 
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during  the  night,  merely  with  a  view  to  afford 
them,  pleafure. 

After  this  preparation,  I  commanded  filence  j 
and,  caufing  the  monarch  to  approach  me,  I  pla-^ 
ced  the  cap  upon  his  head  with  great  folemnity. 
I  then  affixed  to  the.  £kin,  which  formed  his 
drefs,  feveral  rows  of  glafs  beads ;  gave  him  9 
girdle  made  of  a  firing  of  very  large  ones ;  pr*- 
namented  his  arms  with  tin*  bracelets,  and  fu£ 
pended  from  his  neck  a  fmall  padlock,  fhaped 
like  a  butterfly,  the  key  of  which  I  had  loft* 
Such  padlocks,  made  in  the  form  of  animals  of 
every  kind,  are  very  common  at  the  Cape. 
They  come  from  China ;  and  are  brought  to 
Africa  by  the  captains  of  the  Company's  (hips 
which  trade  in  the  Indian  feas. 

During  the  ceremony  of  inftallation,  the 
whole  horde,  dumb  and  motionlefs  through 
admiration,  feemed  loft  in  ecftacy.  Haripa 
himfelf,  though  highly  gratified,  did  not  dare  to 
make  the  leaft  movement,  and  obferved  a  gra- 
vity altogether  rifiWe.  When  the  inaugural 
tiofl  was  finifhed,  and  he  was  completely 
drefled,  I  prefented  him  with  a  mirror,  that  he 
might  enjoy  the  fatisfa&ion  of  furveying  his 
owa  figure.     I  then  fhewed  him  to  the  people^ 

who 
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Wild  e^preffgd  their  joy  by  fhouts  and  applau&s 
without  end. 

Ye  honeft  hearts,  tf  ho  perufe  thi6  account, 
behold  'what  it  coft  me  to  reftpre  peace  among 
a  whole  tribe,  and  to  prevent  them  from  de- 
fraying each  other!  From  this  moment  con- 
cord was  re-eftabli(hed ;  univerfal  joy  prevailed 
throughout  the  horde ;  and  they  inftaritly  be- 
gan their  dancings,  which  continued  for  thre* 
days  and  three  nights  without  intermiffion* 
They  killed  for  this  feftival  feveral  fat  fheep, 
and  even  two  oxen ;  an  extraordinary  and 
truly  aftonifhing  magnificence  among  a  peo- 
ple*  who,  when  they  barter  pne  of  their  daugh- 
ters for  a  cow,  think  they  have  made  an  ex- 
cellent bargain. 

If  the  Koraquas  fet  fuch  a  high  value  on 
their  horned  cattle,  it  is  becaufe  they  are  the 
principal  part  of  their  riches.  They  do  not, 
however,  make  them  an  object  of  trade  Being 
too  far  diftant  from  the  colonies  to  have  any 
commercial  intercourfe  with  them,  either  di- 
re&ly  orjndire&ly,  they  can  traffic  with  their 
cattle  only  among  themfelvcs  or  their  neigh- 
bours. 

When  I  wifhed,  therefore,  to  purchafe  a 
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fttfficietrt  number  for  my  waggons,  to  liipply 
the  place  of  thofe  I  had  loft,  I  procured  them 
at  a  price  which  made  me  even  afliamed.  An 
ox  coft  me  only  a  fmall  bit  of  iron  of  a  nail ; 
and  thofe  who  had  the  good  fortune  to  make 
£uch  an  exchange  were  highly  fatisfipd  with 
their  bargain. 

I  am  fully  convinced  that,  had  I  been  de- 
firous  to  tempt  them,  by  expofing  to  their 
^iew  certain  trinkets*  I  might  have  got,  with- 
out exception,  every  thing  that  belonged  to  the 
Jjorde*  This  reminds  me  of  the  Indians  I  had* 
feen  at  Surinam,  who,  forgetting  in  the  morn- 
ing that  they  mull  repofe  at  night,  will  fell 
their  hammock  for  the  end  of  a  lighted  wax- 
candle.  Thefe  people  would  not  give  the 
ftaalleft  article  for  a  hundred  weight  of  wax,-  , 
candles  in  packets  j  but  they  are  feduced  by 
the  fplendour  of  one  that  is  lighted.  They  arc 
children-  who,  to  obtain  any  trifle  that  gives 
them  pleafure  for  the  moment,  will  offer  arid 
readily  refign  whatever  they  poffefs. 

:  It  is  often  from  the  fame  childifli  fpirit  that 
the  favage  is  fo  ready  to  pilfer,  and  appropriate 
to  his  own  ufe  whatever  he  finds  pleafing  of 
fuited  to  his  purpofes.      The    Kpraquas  at- 

:   .         "  2  /..tempted 
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tempted  to  carry;  away  fome  df  my  effe&s,  .even, 
before  my  face  j  and  to  prevent  their  rapacity, 
I  was  obliged  either  to  watch  over,  or  to  depo- 
fit  them  in  fome  place  of  fafety,  Where  they 
could  no  longer  afford  temptation, 
:  Thefe  people  are  tall,  and  confequently  of 
greater  ftature  than  the  Hottentots  of  the  colo- 
nies. My  Hottentots,  for  inftance,  reached 
only  to  their  fhoulders  j  but,  notwithftanding 
this  difference  of  fize,  and  that  of  their  cheeks 
which  are  lefs  prominent,  and  though  their 
fkins  are  blacker,  I  believe  them  to  be  defcended 
from  the  fam^  race.  At  any  rate  they  have 
the  fame  language  and  cuftoms  as  the  Nimi- 
iquas  their  neighbours,  who  are  certainly  of 
Hottentot  extra&ion. 

Their  drefs  alfo  is  the  fame  in  form  as  that 
of  the  Nixpkjuas,  though  it  differs  in  the  ftfb- 
fiance,  being  compofed  of  the  fkia  of  the 
hyaena,  and  particularly  of  that  of  the  jackal* 
an  animal  found  in  great  abundance  in  thofe 
barren  regions.  With  regard  to  the  fkins  of 
the  buffaloe  and  the  giraffe,  as  they  are  too 
thick  to  be  ufed  for  drefles,  they  employ  them 
only  to  cover  their  huts. 

As  the  exceflive  ^drynefs    of  ths  country 
•    .::;/.  -  C  2  renders 
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ttiidttt  fprings  very  rarer  the  Koraquas  tfffllld 
be  unable  to  inhabit  it,  had  they  not  found  the 

means  of  remedying  this  fcarcity  of  wateir* 
For  this  pufprife,  they  dig  m  the  earth  a  kind  4( 
cifterns  or  rather  weIIsrto  which  they  defcend 
gradually  by  ftdps ;  and  thefe  people  are  the 
only  African  nation  among  whom  L  ever 
found  the  fame  mark  of  indtfftry. 

As  their  wells  always  contain  little  water, 

1  4nd  as  none  is  to  be  Joft,  they  take  care  to  fe- 
etire  it  even  from  the  birds,  by  clofmg  up  the 

,  mouth  of  the  hole  with  (tones  and  the  branches 
of  trees ;  fo  that,  unlefs  one  knows  the  fpot, 
ft  is  impoflible  to.  find  it*  They  go  down 
into  it  everyday,  to  fetch  upas  much]watera* 
may  be  neceflary  for  the  confumption  of  their 
people  and  cattle.  They  draw  it  in  a  kind  of 
veflelfc  madfe  of  a  piece  of  hollowed  wood, 
and  pour  it  into  the  fkins  of  buffaloes,  or  gi- 
raffe*,  placed  in  a  concave  form  on  the  ground 
to  hold  it;' but  they  diftribute  it  with  the  iri- 
mod  parfimOny,  and  never  draw  more  than 
they  abfolutely  have  occafion  fqr. 
*  Notwithftanding  this  ftri<a  economy,  the 
wells  often  become  dry,  and  in  that  cafe  the 
horde  is  obliged  to  remove  to  fome  other  place. 
£  .     ~    4  Among 
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^mong  all  the  weftern  tribes,  therefore,  therp 
■  are  none  who  lead  fo  wandering  a  life  as  the 
Koraquas :  the  confequence-  of  which  is,  that, 
as  they  often  change  their  abode,andacquire  new 
Ijieighfcours,  they  muft,  in  fotne  meafure,  adopt 
the  cuftoms  of  the  nations  near  which  they  fi* 
their  iefidence.  Some  tribes  of  them  greafc 
.  themfelyes  like  the  Hottentots^  while  others 
tattoo  their  face,  breaft,  and  arms,  after  the 
inannenof  the  Caffres.  It  is,  however,  to  he 
remarked,  that  the  famev  colour,  is  not  em- 
ployed by  all  the  KoYaquas,  Each,  has  his  owq, 
according  as  caprice  may  diredt  him  in  hjs 
Choice,  and  it  generally  varies  eyery.day.; 
which  renders,  asx  one  may  fay,  the  jnhabjfr-  x 
ants  of  the  fame  horde  ftrangers  to  each  otfcgj-, 
and  gives  them  a  motley  appear <incs>  as  if  thsy 
.  were  drefled  fpr  a  malquer^de, 

After  the  accident  of  my  wound  in%the  hprcjc 
of  Klaas  Bafter,  by  a  prickly  geranium,  I  al- 
ways took  care,,  when  I  encamped  in  a  tjeyr 
fpot,  tocaufe^ll  thofel  could  find  around  me 
to  be  tprn  up.  Among  thofe  which  we  had 
occafion  to  deftroy,  pear  Haripa's  kraal>,I 
found  a  moft'fuperb  odef  with  three  Ip^g 
pdcfcles,  4  %ure  of  which  (hall  be  gWaQ, 

C  3  when 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ lC 


*z  TRAVELS    IN 

when  I  publifli  an  account  of  the  new  plants 
I  colle&ed  in  the  tourfe  of  my  travels. 

I  found  alfo,  in  the  fame  neighbourhood, 

two  new  fpecies  of  euphorbia,  engravings  of 

-which  are  annexed.     The  firft,  which  I  call 

the  melon-ribbed  euphorbia,  does  not  rife  more 

than  three  or  four  inches  from  the  ground*  to 

which  it  adheres  by  a  colle&ion  of  fibrous 

roots,  iffuing  from  feveral  tubercles  difpofed  in 

the  manner  jjLa-crown.     The  ftem  forms  a 

flatted  globi  ttLqi^ated  at  the  fummit,  and  has 

libs  like  the  apple  which  we  call  in  IVance 

cahillc  blancke.  *»tfWifefe  ribs  are  elevated,  thick, 

"and  convex,v4wmrir^reeni{h  colour,  and  are 

~taarked  with  brown  tranfverfal  bands.  x  From 

'the  fummit  of  the  ribs  iflue  feveral  little  tufts 

"tof  pedunculate  flowers. 

I  gave  the  name  of  the  caterpillar-euphorbia 
"to  the  fecond,  becaufe,  when  I  firft  found  it, 
I  thought  I  law  on  it  feveral  beautiful- hairy i 
caterpillars.  The  defcription  of  it  in  a  few 
words  is  as  follows :  From  a  very  large  tube* 
rous  root,  which  here  and  there  throws  out  a 
few  thready  fibres,  iffue  feveral  ftalks  almoft  bf 
the  length  of  the  finger :  they  creep  along  the 
ground, -are  twifted,  woody,  de^itute  of  leaves, 

:  and 
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and  furni&ed  with  feveral  rows  of  round 
tubercles,  each  guarded  by  two  prickles. 

Boththefe  kinds  of  euphorbmm  are  to  be 
dreaded;  becaufe,  being  low  and  mixed  /with 
the  herbage  like  mufhrooms,.  animus,  as  they 
feed,  run  the  rifk  of  eating  them  with  their 
pafture. 

Though  this  part  of  the  country  is  dry  and 
barren,  it  affords  an  abundant  variety  of  plants, 
from  which  an  expert  botanift  might  have 
derived  more  benefit  than  I  did.  I,  however, 
made  a  great  number  of  drawings  of  the  moft 
remarkable  objects ;  engravings  from  which  I 
intend  to  publifh  hereafter. 

During  my  refidence  with  this  horde,  Lob* 
ferved  large  flocks  of  cranes  and  paroquets 
pafs  regularly  over  our  heads  every  day,  from 
north-weft  to  fouth-eaft.  The  letter  a£pear*tl 
to  me  to  be  proceeding  towards  .  Cafiraiial; 
and  they  were  perhaps  of  the.fpecies  I  had  feeh 
in  that  eoufttry.  1  diftinguifhed  thera>by  ihe 
continual  chattering  which  tKey  made  during 
their  flight,  and  by  their  .manner  of  flyirig  in 
pairs,  male  and  female  j  but  they  were  at  fo 
great  a  height  that  I  could  not  kill  any  of  them  j 
and  this  was  the  c^fe  with  alitheJ)irds  of  paf- 
c4  &gc 
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fege  I  had  an  opportunity  of  fe^irig.  As  thf 
country  had  nothing  to  induce  them  todefcendt 
none  pf  them  flopped-  >  My  hunting  excuiv 
fioris,  therefore,  were  become  tireibme;  and  my 
coliediona  did  not  increafe  (o  much  as  I 
wifhed. 

With  regard  to  the  animals  that  were  ta 
Jupply  the  confiderable  cojifumptioi*  made 
daily  by  my  company,  I  could  depend  neithef 
on  giraffes,  bufialoes,  nor.  the  rhinoceros, 
which,  being  too  wild,  could  not  be  approachedr 
My  whole  refomx:e,  therefore,  was  in  the  an* 
teJopcs  ;  but,  though  I  had  in  no  part  feen  X9 
many,  apd  though  they  wandered  here  hj 
irturienfc  flock?,,  ljx>ijnd.  h  very  difficult  to  get 
peartheip. 

While  ijnder  thk  eqjbarraflment,  Haripa> 
mho  thought  himfelf  much  indebted  to  ma 
for  the  prefents  I  had  given  him,  and  wh$ 
from  gratitude  and  attachment  accompanied 
trie  ^  very  where,  promifed,  if  I  would  follow 
his  advice,  and  hunt  after  the  Koraqua  manner, 
to  afford  me  an  opportunity  of  filling,  without 
cjufot'uig  the  fpot,  more  g&rae  than  would  be 
fufficfcnt  for  all  my  company  during  a  wholq 
jpfloa.  Thif  i^tyaoBdinary  promifip  appeared  to 
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jae  exaggeration ;  but,  as  it  was  eafy  for  me  to 
^certain  the  truth  of  it,  and  as  it  afforded  me 
t»€  hopes  of  Uarning  fcraaethiagj  perhaps,  that 
J  did  not  know,  I  contented  to  mate  a*tri#L 

Nsxt  mprning,  a*  foon  a*  it  w*$  day*  the  * 
chief  ferit  out  fifty  men  to  track  on  the  hUte 
^Lod  emij^nc^  fituated  on  the  ifeuth  fide  of 
the  horde.  About  noon,,  one  of  them  returned 
jtogive  notice,  that  they  had  driven  f^veral 
flocks  <Jf  antelopes  together;  that  they  now 
ibrmed  an  immenfe  body,  moving  towards  the 
plain  j  aind  that  they  would  not  fail  foon  ft 
make  their  appearance. 

I  immediately  fet  out  with  Haripa,  who 
ppfted  we  in  a  defile  of  the  plain,  through 
which,  as  he  conje&ured  from  the  direction 
purfued  by  the  trackers,  the  antelopes  muft 
necefTartfy  pafs  j  and  indeed  we  had  jaot  long 
reifc^ifted  in  this  pofition  when  we  law,  rifing 
from  the  fides  of  the  hills,  cloiids  of,  daft, 
which  feemed  every  moment  to  exte&d  them- 
felvea  and  to  become  larger.  He  thee-  defired 
m£  to  lie  down  on  my  belly,  with  my  face  to- 
wards the  ground  ;  and  in  this  pofture,-  which 
appeared  to  me  very  little  prpper  f6r  hunting, 
\  waited  the  event  in  filence.  , 

•  •ffep  a^lop^s  advanced  frll  fpeed,  and  dftl 
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not  fail  to  ditaft  their  courfe  towards  us,  ,as  he 
had  forefeen.  As  the  fituation  we  iiad  taken 
did  not  permit  them  to  fee  us,  they  were  not 
ftartled,  but  proceeded  forwards  without  alteiv 
ing  their  dire&ion ;  when  about  two  thoufand 
of  them,  hbwever,  had  palled  us,  he  rofe  up, 
began  to  difcharge  his  arrows,  and  defirtd  me 
to  fire  at  the  fame  time. 

I  was  fully  fenfible  that,  when  the  herd  was 
once  put  in  motion,  the  antelopes  in '  the  rear 
would  follow  the  reft ;  and  that,  during  the 
impreffion  of  their  fear  which  made  them  fly, 
and  throw  themfelves  in  crowds  towards  us, 
-they  would  not  be  able  to  perceive  us.  I  faw 
alfo  that  the  favages,  by  dtfpatching  them 
filently  with  their  arrows,  ran  no  rifk  of  fear- 
ing them  ;  but  I  was  apprehenfive  that,  if  I 
fired  my  fufee,  the  explofion  might  fpread 
terror  among  them,  and  that  they  Would  then 
return  the  way  they  had  come. 

My  apprehensions,  though  founded  in  rea- 
fon,  were  not  verified.  I  fired  repeatedly 
in  all  dire&ions,  but  the  column  continued 
to  advance  as  before ;  and  fear  produced  on 
their  (teepifh  inftimft  no  other  effedt  than  tfot 
of  making  them  move  on  fafter. 

1  frequently  poured  the  contents  of  my  fufee 

into 
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into  the  middle  of  this  confufed  multitude,  and 
each  of  my  balls  often  brought  down  feveral  of 
them  at  a  time.  Had  I  wiihed  for  as  many,  I 
might  eafily  have. procured  a  hundred;  and  I 
eeafed  firing,  merely  becaufe  fuch  a  quantity  of 
game  would  have  been  of  ho  ufe  to  me.  ^ 
-  Every  time  I  difcharged  my 'piece  at  thefe 
antelopes,  their  rumps,  immediately  and  at  the 
Jame  moment,  all  became  white  j  and  thofe 
thoufands  of  red  backs  flying  before  me  formed, 
as  it  were,  one  fheet  of  fnow,  whiqh  feemed  dis- 
played only  to  difappear  again  in  an  inftant* 

I  have  already  fpoken  of  that  Angular  prce 
percy  of  the  fpring-bock  antelope,  which  hat 
the  faculty  of  changing  at  will  the  colour  of 
its  rump,  which  is  red,  and  of  making  it  fud~ 
denly  become  white,  as  if  by  a  kind  of  en- 
chantment. A  phenomenon  of  this  nature 
prefents  at  fir  ft  to  the  mind  fomething  mar- 
vellous ;  it  Is,  however,  ftri&ly  true,  and  may 
he  eafily  comprehended  after  the  following 
explanation. 

The  long  thick  hair  which  covers  the  rump 
of  the  fpring-bock  antelope  is,  in  general,  of  a 
tawny  hue;  but,  though  it  appears  to  be  en- 
tirely of  that  colour,  it  is  only  the  furface  that 
*  i« 
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i*  really  4b;  for  underneath  It  ie  of  a  pure 
white,  and  in  Jts  natural  fitujitiop  this  pvt  V 
fntUely  concealed.  New  ail  thejiairop  th* 
rump  grows  frpm;a  ftrong  ^?e^i5ii|fci|l«r 
fthregfc  by  mean*  of  which,  the  ,amm«l  $aft*  at 
pleafu^ex^e^er;^©irtra<a^:fkifi;  fo;th*t* 
wbtjn  exteaded*  the  upper  htiritt  kid  flat  to 
£fce  right  and  left,  and  that  below  oi>ly,  wkieh 
4s,pfrfe<&ly  white,. remains  e^pofed  to  view, 
tjuad  even  eo*e*s  the  reft, '  J  cannot  better  de- 
4cribe  thia  operation,  than  by  comparing  it  to 
the  a&ion. .  of.  opening  and  ihulting  a  booj; 
pl^ e4  on  its  hack. 

, ; .  *  Another  fe<ft,  more  difficult  to  be  explained, 
&  the  psodigiQUs  multipfieatbn  of  thefe.ante- 
topwJa  acfimotry  infefted  with  carnivorous 
animals,  wbach  it  every  wfhere^  produces.  I 
had  in  other  places  met  with,  a  few  of  their  nu- 
merous flocks  j  but,  when  I  beheld  this,  I  oftep 
wondered  how  fo  many  thoo&pds  of  animate, 
which,  by  their  number,  muft  have  dried  up 
the  ftreams,  and  confumed  the  pafturage  of  a 
jwhoje  diftrift,  could  lire  3n  a  place  fo  barren 
,ahd  deftkuie  of  water.  Rut  though  antelopes, 
a&*  well  as  goats,  have  not  the  fame  need  of 
drink  as  other  animals,  they  doubtlefs  com- 
monly 
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mwAf  inhabit  more  fertile  cantons/  and  there 
-  were  fuehr In.  the  neighbourhood*  as  wilLpre« 
fently  be  feen.  In  lhort,  to  give  my  reader* 
in  idea  how  numerous  this  herd  was,  I  (hk)\ 
only  fay  tjiat,  notwithstanding  the  rapidity 
df its  courfe, it  employed  three  whole  hour*  to 
paTsme. 

In  die  relation  of  my  firft  travels,  I  haver 
Mentioned  this  antelope  undo:  the  nqjfte  of  the 
gazelle  4e  parade-^-zxi  appellation  exceedingly 
well  fuited  to  it,  as  it  feems  to  produce  thd 
change  1  have  fpoken  of,  merely  for  the  pur* 
pofe  ©f  ornamenting  its  rump  with  a  fplentfid 
colour.  On  account  of  this  denomination,  I 
have  beet*  reproached  by  a  Journalift  with  not 
having  ftudied  the  true  principles  of  the  t&otoi 
gical  nomenclature;  but  the  critic  was  doubt* 
lfeff  ignorant,  that  the  above  name  is  one  of 
thofe  given  to  this  antelope  at  the  Gape  of 
Good- Hope,  where, the  planters  diftinguifh  h 
by  that  of  pronk-bock  (the  goat  which  adorat 
itfelf ):  it  is  known  aifo  by  thofe  of  the  leaping 
goat,  and  the  goat  of  paffagc.  All  thefe  dift 
ferent  denominations  are  derived  from  .die  ha* 
bits  of  the  afeimal-j  and»r  in  my  opinion,  they 
are  all  preferable. to  thofe  ftrange  and  barb% 
...  rous 
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torn  names,  which  prefent  no  analdgy  between 
them  and  the  thing  they  exprefs.  For  furely 
the  trueft  principles  of  nomenclature  are  thofe 
which  beft  paint  the  objeds  they  are  intended 
to  make  known.  , 

I  never  law  any  where  fo  beautiful  a  breed 
of  goats  as  among  the  Koraquas.  I  purchafed 
feveral  of  them,  which  were  added  to  my 
,  flock.  When  I  paffed  through  the  diftria  of 
the  Twenty-four- Rivers,  my  friend  Liewen- 
berg  had  mentioned  thefe  animals,  which  he 
knew  only  by  report,  and  he  begged  me,  if  I 
could,  to  bring  him  a  male.  Having  found 
one  that  was  really  remarkable,  both  on  ac- 
count of  its  fize  and  the  length  and  breadth  of 
its  horns,  I  purchafed  it  for  my  friend,  at  the 
expence  of  a  nail  of  a,  tnoderate  fize,  and  a 
Tew  glafs  beads.  ' 

With  nails  of  different  fizes  I  in  like  man- 
ner procured  twenty-one  oxen  for  my  wag- 
gons. The  favages  fliewed  the  utmoft  avidity 
to  obtairi  the  fmalleft  bits  of  iron,  becaufe  they 
ferved  to  make  points  for  their  aflagays  or  their 
arrows. 

\  Notwithftanding  their  great  fondnefs  fot 

ttreft,  they  fet  more  value  on  that  metal  than 

~  *  :  on 
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en  glafs  and  copper  beads,  which  furnifh  them 
with  ornaments.  I  am  convinced,  that  for  the 
iron  work  of  the  wheel  of  one  of  my  carriages 
I  £hould  have  received  a  herd  of  an  hundred 
head  of  oxen. 

It  was  probable  that4  Swanepoel,  in  my 
abfenpe,  was  employed  on  the  banks  of 
Orange-River,  according  to  my  orders,  in 
procuring  me  a  team  or  two.  But  even  if 
he  had  not  fucieeded,  which  was  very  un- 
likely, I  had,  without  his  afliftance,  a  fufficient 
number  to  draw  my  carriages,  in  the  oxen 
I  had  .procured  from  the  firft  hordes  through 
which  I  had  paffed,and  thofe  I  had  lately  pur- 
chafed.  Being  perfectly  eafy  on  this  head,  I 
was  now  in  a  condition  to  return  to  my  camp 
and  refume  my  journey  j  and  my  fpcurity  was 
,fo  much  the  better  founded,  as,  my  new  oxen 
being  accuftomed  to  the  herbage  of  the  difttift, 
I  had  no  reafon  to  apprehend  that  my  pro- 
grefs  would  be  interrupted  by  them,  as  it  had 
been  by  the  others. 

A  new  plan,  however,  ftill  detained  me,  aijd 
fufpended  my  return.  I  had  many  times  heard 
of  a  brave  and  warlike  nation,  dreaded  by  all 
the  -favages  in  general  of  thefe  countries  :  I 

mean 
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mead  that  of  the  Houzouangw.  Being  rtdigh* 
hours  to  th$  Boflimen  on  the  .eaft,  they  art 
often  confounded  with  thefe  people  j  but  they 
differ  from  them  in  their  difpofition,  language, 
and  manners :  they  are,  hefides,  a  wandering 
tribe  j  and,  proceeding  in  their  emigrations 
from  the  one  fea  to  ^he  other,  they  fhut  upy  at 
one  may  fay,  that  part  of  Africa,  and  form  a 
barrier  acrofs  its  whole  breadth. 

A  people  fo  different  from  all  thofe  I  had 
feen  deferved  to  be  known*  My  defign.waj 
to  lecture  their, friendfhip,  which  was  bectyne 
abfolutely  neceflary,  either  if,  a/ter  returning 
to  my  camp,  I  Ihould  wi(h  to  refume  my 
journey,  or  if  I  proceeded  back  to  the  Cape; 
to  begin  it  again* 

I  was  told  that  I  could  not  penetrate  into 
their  country  without  traverfing  thofe  of  other 
nations*  Many  of  the  men  belonging  to  Ha- 
ripa's  horde  propofed,  however,  to  accompany 
ine ;  and  I  accepted  their  offer,  becaufe  I  {hoijld 
have  occafion  for  guides ;  but  I  would,  take 
only  four,  and  I  confequently  fent  back  fuch- 
of  the  Greater  Nimiquas  as  had  hitherto  at-* 
tended  me.  Haripa  came  with  great  ceremony 
to  bid  me  farewel.    Having  wiflxed  him  a  mi- 

merous 
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fiierfoiis  progehyj  ar  peaceful  reign,  and  that 
the  women  migfit  be  more  fubmiffive,  I  fei 
out  at  break  of  day,  to  avoid  the  heat,  and  pro- 
ceeded on  my.joiiriiey,  With  an  intention  of 
halting  On  the  bapks  of  a  river  five  leagues 
diftant  frqm  the  horde,  where*  according  to 
,the  account  of  my  guides,  I  fhould  find  as 
many  rhinocerofes  as  I«might  wifh.  The  na- 
tives call  this  river  Fijh-Riven 

Though  we  had  marched  only  a  few  hours* 
I  remarked,  in  the  fmall  fpace  we  traverfed,  a 
great  change  in  the  productions.  On  all  fides 
I  beheld  different  plants  and  different  animals  j 
and  this  novelty  aftoniftied  "me  fo  much,  that 
I  refolved  to  ftop  fome  time,  in  order  to  fearch 
for  arid  colled*  fuch  curious  objects  as  might 
be  worthy  of  my  attention.  There  are  fome 
Vegetables  and  animals  to  which  nature  feems 
to  have  exclufively  affigned  certain  climates* 
and  which  are  to  be  found  iio  where  elfe. 
Thus,  for  example/ 1  did  not  begin  to  find  gi«* 
raffes  till  I  arrived  at  the  twenty-eighth  degree 
.  bf  latitude ;  and  it  was  only  under  the  twenty- 
fifth-  that  I  found  a  kind  of  wild  afs,  of  an 
ifabella  or  pale- yellow  colour. 

This  animal  is,  by  the  Greater  Nimiqtias* 
VOL.- IH<  D  called 


Digitized  by  LlOOJ 

A 


34  TRAVELS    IN 

called  the  white  zebra :  but  it  is  certainly  a 
wild  afs ;  for,  inftead  of  having  a  ftriped  ftm 
'.  like  the  zebra,  it  is  of  one  colour,  which  has 
a  yellow  tinge.  -No  animal  in  all  Africa,  per- 
haps, is  fo  fufpicious,  and  fofhy  as  this  kind  of 
afs.  It  appears  every'  where  in  large  herds; 
but  I  could  never  get  near  enough  to  fire  at 
any  of  them.  I  have,  however,  in  my  pof- 
feflioh  a  fkin,  wKich  I  purchafed  in  a  horde 
where  it  was  employed  to  cover  the  hut  of  a 
favage..  There  are,  therefore,  three  diftinA 
fpecies  of  the  afs  in  the  fouthern  pkrt  of  Africa : 
the  zebra,  the  quagga,  and  the  kind  above 
mentioned,  which  is  neither  fpotted  nor 
ftriped.  - 

At  the  Cape,  the  zebra  is  known  under  the 
name  of  Jlreep-e%el  (the  ftriped  afs),  and  the 
quagga  under  that  cf  wilde-pacrd  (the  wild 
,horfe).  In  the  colonies  the  names  and  the 
animals  are  fometimes  both  confounded  j 
which,  in  natural  hiftory,  may  occafipn  errors, 
as  Vas  really  happened  ;  for  the  quagga  has 
often  been  confidered  as  the  female  of  thfc 
.zebra.  But  the  quagga  and  the  zebra  are  un- 
doubtedly two  different  fpecies,  which,  though 
they  live  in  the  fame  diftrift,  have  no  more 
r  .  inter- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQlC 


AFRJCAi  3$ 

ititercourfe  with  each  other  than  they  have  with 
the  flocks  of  antelopes  that  inhabit  thofe  re- 
gions, i    - 

yofmaer^  who  never  travelled  in  Africa* 
and  who,  confequently,  could  know  the  quagga 
only  from  the  accounts  of  others,  pretends  that 
it  id  a  mixed  biteed,  produced  between  the  ze- 
bra and  a  wild  horfe. 

Falfe  ideas  are,  in  my  opinion,  entertained 
in  Europe  refpe£ting  the  numerous  fuppofed 
mixed  brefeds  of  defert  countries.  It  is  believed 
that  nothing  there  is  more  common  j  but  this 
is  certainly  a  very  great  error.  Buffbn  him- 
felf,  convinced  of  their  multiplication  in  Africa, 
and  endeavouring  to  explain  the  caufe,  afcribes 
it  to -the  heat  of  the  climate  ;  which  rendering 
fprings  fcarce,  and  giving  occafion  fometimes 
to  animals  of  different  fpecies  to  afTemble 
around  water  at  the  fame  time,  favours  fuch 
extraordinary  copulations. 

By  aflertions  like  thefe,  we  may  diftinguifh 
theories  formed  in  the  clofet.  A  naturalift 
who  has  travelled  will  be  very  cautious  of 
hazarding  them ;  and  experience  will  teach 
him  how  much  the  favage  differs  from  the  do* 
meflic  animal  in  its  appetite  for  procreation. 
D  2  Th* 
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The  domcftic  ftate  is  a  ftate  of  fervitude,  in 
which  the  individual,  and  even  the  fpeciefr, 
more  or  lefs  degenerates.  ;  Its  natural  inftinft 
being  thus  altered,  the  animal  is  purpofely 
heated  by  a  particular  kind  of  food :'  it  isfepa- 
irated  from  the  females  and'  males  of  its  own 
fpecies,  and  is  forced  to  produce  monfters, 
which  are  only  a  deviation  from  nature.  I 
call  them  a  deviation,  becaufe,  as  they  are  bar- 
ren, they  thwart  that  law  which  (he  has  im- 
pofed  on  all  living  beings,  of  producing  others 
of  the  fame  kind.  In  a  lavage  ftate  the  indi- 
vidual, perfedly  free,  invariably  follows  thefe 
laws,  copulates  with  thofe  of  its  own  fpecies, 
and  qever  with  thofe  of  another. 

If  in  Europe  we  fee  pheafants  produce  with 
a  fpecies  different  from  their  own ;  if  in  our 
aviaries  the  canary  bird  produces  with  the 
fifkin*,  and  the  linnet  with  the  goldfinch  ;  it  is 
only  becauf^  they  are  forced  to  do  fo  by  being 
feparated  from  their  own  females,  and  put  into 
a  cage  with  others  of  a  different  race ;  and  even 

then  it  cannot  be  aecomplifhed  till  thefe  birds 

i  '..  *  -  .■ 

*  Fringilla  fpinus*  This  bird- is  called  in  Sufiex  the 
barley-bird ;  becaufe  it  appears  about  the  time  when  the 
barley  become*  riper    T.  l 

*  .  .have 
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.have  become,  as  it  were,  naturalifed  among  us. 
la  vain  would  the  experiment  be  attempted,  or 
at  lead  it  would  be  more  difficult  to-  make  it 
fucceed,  oh  the  real  canary  bird,  brought  to 
JEurope  with  the  habits  and  inftui&  of  its  na- 
tive country.  My  friend  Temminck  at  Am* 
fterdam  Jias  for  many  years  had  an  immenfe 
aviary,  in  which  he  keeps  all  kinds  of  rare  and 
foreign  birds.  The  greater  part  of.  them  mu]U 
tiply  there  as  if  in  a  (late  of  liberty ;  but  none 
of  them  have  hithferto  produced  hhft'a  mixed  « 
breed. 

The  ftate  of  fervitude  in  which  a  dtfmeftic 
animal  lives,  the  food  to  which  it  is  confined,- 
and  the  education  gWert  it,  alter  and  modify 
its  nature.  By  living  with  us  k  appears,  fo 
to  fpeak,  to  become  corrupted  and  to  aflume 
our  vices.  This  at  leaft  is  found  to  be  the 
cafe  with  the  dogs,  horfes,  &c.  which  we 
breed.  I  have  been  informed  that,  at  the  houfe 
of  an  upholfterer  in  the  ftreet  Croix-  des-Pe- 
tits-Champs  at  Paris,  a  fhe-cat  and  a  dog  pro- 
duced young  ones,  which  lived.  Had  thefe 
animals  been  reared  in  a  foreft,<fooner  than 
copulate  together,  they  would  have  devoured 
each  other. 

T>  i  The 
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The  quagga  js  not  in  reality,  and  cannot  be 
engendered  between  a  wild  horfe  and  theLze* 
bra;  for  there  are  no  wild  horfes  indigenous 
in  the  fouthern  part  of  Africa.  The  horfes 
feen  there  at  prefent  have  been  carried  thither 
from  Europe  ;  but  thefe  never  ftray  from  the 
colonies,  and  none  ever  advanced,  before  mine, 
to  the  twenty-fifth  degree  of  latitude,  where 
there  are  both  quaggas  and  zebras^ 

Befides,  if  that  animal  were  a  baftard  breed 
pf  the  zebra,  the  young  ones,  while  fuckled  by 
the  mothers,  would  be  feen  following  therm  in 
the  herds  of  zebras  :  but  this  has  never  been 
pbferved  ;  and  the  herds  of  both  fpecies  have 
as  little  intercourfe  as  the  different  tyerds  of 
antelopes.  I  have  often  feen,  in  the  plains, 
herds  of  zebras  and  herds  of  quaggas  at 
the  fame  time  -,  but  I  always  faw  thpm  fey 
parate. 

To  all  thefe  proofs  I  fliall  add  thafc^  before 
European  horfes  were  introduced  at  the  Cape, 
the  quagga  exifted  there,  *  and  was  known  tQ 
the  natives.  This  animal  is  much  fmaller  than 
the  zebra ;  and  its  cry  has  a  perfect  refetn- 
blance  to  the  barking  of  a  dog.  With  regard 
to  that  of  the  zebra,  it  is  exactly  like  the  founcj 
.  of 
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©fa  ft  one  Aiding  on  the  ice,  after  being  thrown 
with  great  force, 

Difappointed  in  my  hopes  of  getting  near 
enough  to  fhoot  fome  of  thefe  ifabella-coloured 
wild  a(Te$,  notwithstanding   the   fatigue   and 
trouble  to  which  I  fubjefted  myfelf,  J  made 
amends  for  the  loft  by  attacking  the  birds, 
jvithout  ntojnber,  prefented  by  this  country, 
which  now ,  refounded  for  the  firll  time  with 
the  report  of  a  fufee.     Plants,  birds  and  qua- 
drupeds, and,  in  fhort,  almoft  every  objedt, 
even  to  the  difpofition  and  form  x)f  the  moun- 
tains,  were  new  to  me.     The  ground   was 
every  where  covered  with  the  moft  beautiful 
flowers;   and  I  faw  fluttering  around  me,  op> 
all  fides,  over  this  rural  and  brilliant  parterre, 
a  multitude  of  fmall  birds  of  the  fpecies  of  the 
fijgar-eater,  which,  emheliifhed  with  th,e  live- 
lieft  colours,   came  to  fip  their  ne&ar,   ancj 
feemed  to  be  fo  many  animated  flowfrs  them- 
felves.     The  odoriferous  juices  on  which  they 
fed,  being  transformed  into  their  fubftance, 
gave  them  an  ambrofial  perfuipe ;  which  made 
*ne  regret  that  I  fhould  have  to  place  them  one 
4ay  in  my  colle&ion,  with  birds  which,  hav^ 
P  4  ing 
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ing  fed  only  on  -carrion,  caterpillars,  and  difr 
gliding  infeds,  retain  alfo  their  fmell. 

I  found  here  the  different  fpecies  which  ihq 
younger  Geqffroy  has  lince  brought  from  Se* 
negal ;  and  particularly  barbicans,  a  variety  of 
thofe  defcribed  by  Buffon,  under  the  nam* 
of  the  Barbary  barbican,  I  found  alfo,  it* 
great  abundance,  la  petite  veuve  dominieaine^ 
defcribed  by  BrifTon,  and  remarkable  fdr  iter 
modeft  plumage  and  the  length  of  its  tail  fo 
fhort,  that  I  may  fupprefs  unintereftiqg  de- 
tails, and  give  an  idea  of  the  treafures  which 
this  -diftrid  prefents  to  the  ornithologift,  P 
fliall  only  pbferve  that,  of  the  genus  alone  of 
the  (ugar^eatcrs,  or  birds  which  feed  on  the 
juices  of  flowers.,  and  which  in  m^tny  nomen^ 
clatures  are  clafled,  for  what  reafon  I  know 
not,  among  the  wood-peckers,  I  found  feven 
jftflind;  fpecies. 

With  regard  to  large  and  fmall  game,  they 
were  equally  abundant ;  4tnd  I  will  venture  ta 
affirm,  that  this  diftrift  would  fupply  a  fc£- 
ficiency  of  provifions  for  an  army  of  two  thou- 
fand  men. 

,    Jp  t^§  midfl  of  this  immenfe  menagerie,  the 
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variety  of  which  kept  me  ia  a  continual  ftate 
of  enchantment,  I  was  furprifed  not  to  fimj 
that  prodigious  number  of  rhinocero&s  which 
had  been  mentioned  to  me  by  the  people  of 
Harijpa's  horde.  One  day,  however,  Klaas, 
who  was  always  concerned  in  every  matter  of 
importance,  and  the  firft  to  cqinmunipatc 
agreeable  intelligence,  came,  in  great  hafte  to 
my  tept  to  inform  me  that  he  had  obferved,  at 
fome  diftanqe  from  my  camp,  two  of  theft 
animals,  ftanding  quietly,  clofe  to  each  other, 
ip  the  middle  of  the  plain ;  and  that  I  had  it 
in  my  power  to  enjoy  the  pleafure  of  the  fineft 
hunt  ,X  had  ever  yet  experienced. 

The  hunt,  indeed,  promifed  to  be  amufing  j 
tytt,  independently  of  danger,  I  forefaw  that  it 
was  likely  to  be  attended  with  difficulties.  To 
attack  two  fuch  formidable  enemies,  it  was  ne* 
ceflary  to  ufe  great  precaution,  and  that  we 
jhould  approach  them  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
that  they  might  neither  fee  nor  fmell  us,  which 
is  always  very  difficult.  I  at  firft  propofed  tp 
form  a~ring,  which  fhould  furround  them  on 
all  fides ;  and  to  advance  upon  tbem>  gradually 
-  contracting  the  circle,  fo  as  to  unite  the  mo* 
U&ent  w$  were  atout  to  gommcQee  our  attack } 
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but  the  favages  allured  me  that^  with  thefe. 
animals,  this  plan  was  impracticable.     I  gave 
inyfelf  up,  therefore,  entirely  to  their  dire&ion ; 
and  we  fet  out,  armed  alike,  with  a  good  fufee, 
and  with    the    neceflary    courage.     All   my 
hunters  wifhed  to  be  of  the  party,  and  each 
propofed  to  difplay,  the  greateft  prowefs.     I 
^caufed  two  of  my  ftrongeft  dogs  to  be  led  in  a 
leafh,  in  order  that  they  might  be  let  loofe  on: 
,  the  rhmocerofes,  in  cafe  it  fhould  be  found  ne- 
ceflary.    We  were  obliged  to  make  a  long 
Circuit  to  gain  the  lee-fide  of  them,  left  they 
fhouW  fniell  us ;  and  we  reached  the  river,  the 
courfe  of  which  we  followed  under  cover  of 
the  large  *trees  that  grew  on  its  banks,  when 
Klaas'  foon  made  us  obferve  the  two  animals, 
at  about  the  diftance  of  a  quarter  of  a  league  in 
the  plain.-   • 

As  one*  of  them  was  much  Jarger  than  the 
othfer,  I  fuppofed  them  to  be  a  maje  and  a  fe^ 
male.  M6tionlefs  by  the  fide  of  each  other, 
they  were  ftill  in  the  feme  pofturo  in  which, 
JClaas  had  firft  feen  them ;  but  they  iftodd  with 
their  nofes  to  the  wind,  •  and  confequeiitly 
prefented  to  iis  their  rumps.  It  is  the  cuftom 
pjf  thefe  animals,  when  thus  at  reft,  to  placa 

them* 


Digitized  by 


Gobgle 


AFRICA.  43 

themfelves  in  the  dire&Ibn  of  the  wind,1  ia 
order  that  they  may  difcoverby  their  fmeli, 
what  enemies  they  have  to  dread.  From  time 
to  time,  however,  they  move  their  heads  round 
to  tike  a  look  behind  them,  and  to  be  afliired 
th&t  th.ey  are  fafe  on  all  fides ;  but  it  is  only 
a  look,  and  they  foon  return  to  their  former 
pofltion. 

We  were  already  deliberating  on  the  difpo* 
fitions  to  be  made  for  commencing  the  attack, 
a$d  I  was  giving  fome  orders  to  my  cotapatjy, 
when  Jonker,  one  of  my  Hottentots,  req\iefted; 
that  I  would  permit  him  to  attack  the  two  ani~, 
mals  alone,  as  &bekruyferf 

My  readers  will  here  recolledt,  that,  when  V 
fbolifhly  attempted  to  crofs  the  Elephants- 
River,  near  its  mouth,  oh  the  trunk  of  a  tree, 
Jonker  w^s  one  of  the  fwimmers  who  faved 
my  life  ;  and  that  in  return,  at  the  defire  of  his 
companions,  I  r?ifed  him  to  the  rank  of  hun*- 
ter..  At  that  time  he  was  entirely  a  novice,  in 
this  exercife ;  but  I  have  already  remarked, 
that  he  afterwards  became  a  moft  excellent 
{hot,  and  furpafled  air  the  reft  of  my  hunters, 
particularly  in  the  art  of  creeping. 

I  have  befpre   obferved,  that  hunting  in 
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Africa  has  no  refemblance  to  that  in  Europe ; 
that  to  get  within  reach  of  certaia  wild  animals, 
we  muft  approach  them  without  being  per- 
ceived; and  that  it  is  impoffible  to  get  near 
them  but  by  creeping  on  the  belly,  Thofe 
who  have  acquired  this  art  are  called  btkruypers; 
and  it  was  in  this  quality  that  Jonker  afked 
leave  to  attack  alone  the  two  rhinocerofes, 
.alluring  me  that  he  would  acquit  himfelf  to  my 
fatisfa&ion. 

As  his  defign  would  not  prevent  the  execu- 
tion of  our  plan  j  and  as,  in  cafe  his  particular 
attack  fiiould  not  fucceed,  it  would  nofr  im- 
pede our  .general  one,  I  granted  hisrequeft. 
3He  then  ftripped  himfelf  naked,  and,  taking 
his  fufee,  proceeded  towards  the  animals,  creep- 
ing on  his  belly  like  a  ferpent. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  pointed  out  to  my 
Jiunters  the  different  pofts  they  were  to  occupy,; 
They  repaired  to  them  by  circuitous  ways, 
each  accompanied  by  two  men.  '  As  for  me, 
:  I  remained  on  the  fpot  where  I  was,  with  two 
Hottentots,  one- of  whom  held  my  horfe,  and 
the  other  my  dogs ;  but,  to  avoid  being  fceri, 
we  pofted  ourfelves  behind  a  buflk  ;  . 
.  In  my  hand' I  held  a  glafs,  which  had  often 
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enabled  me  to  fee  the  operation  of  ftage  machi- 
nery, and  the  efled  of  our  theatrical  decorations. 
How  changed  the  fcene  !  At  this  moment  it 
brought  before  me  two  hideous  monfter^ 
which  at  times  turned  towards  me  their  fright- 
ful heads.  Their  movements,  which  indicated 
fear  and  obfervation*  fooh  became  more  fre- 
quent ;  and  I  was  apprehenfive  they  had  heard 
the  agitation  of  my  dogs^  who,  having  difco- 
vered  them,  made  efforts  to  efcape  from  the 
keeper,  and  rufh  upon  them. 

Jonker  ftill  kept  flowly  advancing,  but  witk 
his  eyes  fixed  on  the  two  animals.  If  he  law 
them  turn  their  heads,  he  flopped  and  re^ 
mained  motionlefs.  One  would  have  taken  hint 
for  a  large  ftone ;  and  indeed,  in  this  refpefl^ 
I  myfelf  was  deceived* 

He  continued  creeping,  with  various  inter- 
ruptions, for  more  than  an  hour.  At  length  I 
'faw  him'proceed  towards  a  large  bu(h  of  eu- 
phorbia, which  was  only  two  hundred  paced 
from"  the  animals.  '  Being  certain,  whea 
he  reached  it,  that  he  could  conceal  himfelf 
there  without  being  feen,  he  rofe  up  ;  and* 
cafting  his  eyes  every  where  around,  to  fee 
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whethef  his  comrades   had  arrived   at  their 
pofts,  he  made  preparations  for  firing. 

During  the  time  he  was  creeping  along,  1 
had  followed  him  with  my  eye  }  and,  in  pro- 
portion as  he  advanced,  I  felt  my  heaft  beat 
with  involuntary  palpitation.  This  palpita- 
tion, however,  increafed,  when  I  fato  him  ft> 
near  the  animals,  and  juft  upon  the  point  of 
firing  at  one  of  them.  What  would  I  not 
have  given  at  that  m&rtient  to  have  been  in  the 
place  of  Jonker,  or  at  lead  by  his  fide,  that  I 
inight  have  brought  down  alfo  one  of  thefe? 
favage  morifters?  I  waited  with  the  utmoft 
impatience  for  the-  report  of  the  gun,  and  I 
could  not  conceive  what  prevented  him  from 
firing ;  but  the  Hottentot  who  flood  near  me, 
and  who  was  able  by  the  bare  fight  to  diftiri- 
guifh  him  as  perfe&Iy  as  I  could  with  my  glafs, 
informed  me  of  his  defign.  He;  told  me,  that 
Jonker  did  not  fire,  becaufe  he  was  waiting  till 
one  of  the  rhinocerofes  fhould  turn  round,  that 
he  might,  if  poffible,  take  aim  at  its  head  ;  and 
that,  on  the  firft  motion  they  made,  I  fhould 
hear  the  report. 

Prefently  the  largeft  of  the  two,   hayiqrg 
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looked  behind,  was  immediately  fired  at. 
.  Being  wounded,  he.fent  forth  a  horrid  cry  ; 
and,  followed  by  the  female,  ran  furioufly  to- 
wards the  place  from  which  the  noife  had 
proceeded.  I  found  my  'heart  now  agitated 
by  the  moft  violent  emotion  j  and  my  fear  was 
carried  to  its  utmoft  extent.  A  cold  fweat 
diflfufed  itfelf  over  my  whole  body;  and 
my  heart  beat ?  with  fuch  force  as  to  pre* 
vent  me  from  breathing.  I  expe&ed  to  fee 
the  two  monftefs  tear  up  the  bufh,  tread  the 
unfortunate  Jonker  under  their  feet,  and  rend 
Jiim  to  pieces ;  but  he  had  thrown  himfelf 
down  with  his  belly  on  the  ground,  and  this 
ftratagem  fucceeded.  They  paffed  clofe  by, 
his  fide  without  perceiving  him,  and  came 
flraight  towards  me. 

My  fear  now  gave  plac$  to  joy,  and  I  pre- 
pared to  receive  them;  but  my  dogs,  animated 
by  the  report  they  had  heard,  became  fo  reft- 
lefs  on  their  approach,  that,  being  unable  to 
check  theiri,  I  ordered  them  to  be  let  loofe,  and 
encouraged  them  to  the  attack. 

When  the  animals  few  this,  they  inftantly 
turned  afide,  and  proceeded  towards  anpther 
ef  the  hunters  placed  in  ambufh,  from  whdxn 
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they  received  ,a  fecond  fire,  and  then  to  atifc 
ther,  from  whom  they  received  a  third.  My 
dogs,  on  the  other  hand,  harafled  them  prodi~ 
gioufly^  which  ftill  increafed  their  rage.  They 
kicked  at  them  in  the  raoft  terrible  manner ; 
ploughed  up  the  plain  with  their  horns  ;  and, 
digging  furrows  in  it  feven  or  eight  inches 
in  depth,  threw  around  them  a  fhower  of 
pebbles  and  ftones* 

During  this  time  we  all  kept  approaching, 
in  order  to  furround  therti  more  clofely,  and  to 
unite  againft  them  our  forces.  The  multitude, 
of  enemies  by  which  they  found  themfelves 
enclbfed  rendered  them  completely  furious 
The  male,  however,  fuddenly  flopped ;  and, 
turning  round  to  attack  the  dogs,  endeavoured 
to  rip  up  their  bellies  with  his  horn  ;  and  while 
he  was  engaged  in  puffuing  thyem,  the  female 
quitted  him  and  made  her  efcape* 

I  was  highly  pleafed  at  her  flight,  which  I 
confidered  as  a  fortunate  circumftance  ;  for  it 
is  certain  that,  notwithftanding  our  numbef 
and  our  arms,  we  fhould  have  been  much  en*- 
barrafled  by  two  fo  formidable  adverfaries.  I 
muft  even  confefs,  that,  without  the  affiftaiice 
of  my  dogs,  we  ihould  not  have  been  able  to 
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combat,  but  with  gfeat  hazard  and  danger,  the 
one  that  remained;  The  bloody  traces,  which  he 
left  wherever  he  went,  aiinouncfed  that  he  had 
deceived  more  than  brie  wound  ;  bur,  reduced 
to  defpair,  he  only  defended  himfelf  with  the 
greater  ohftinacy. 

After  a  fruitlefs  attack,  whidi  continued  for 
fome  time,  he  began  to  retreat ;  and  feemed  as 
if  defirous  of  gaining  fome  bufhes,  apparently 
with  a  view  of  finding  ftielter,  and  to  prevent 
his  being  haraffed  but  in  front*  I  guefled  his 
ftratagem;  and,  iti  order  to  difappoint  him,  I 
ruflied  towards  the  bufhes,  and  made  a  fign  to 
the  tvtfo  hunters  who  wert  neareft  rrie  to  ad* 
vance  thither  alfo.  He  was  only  thirty  paces 
from  us,  when  We  took  poffeffion  of  the  poll ; 
accordingly  we  all  at  the  fame  time  prefehted 
our  pieces,  andj  difchargiiig  our  three  (hots,  he 
inftantly  fell,  and  was  never  after  able  to  rife. 
-  I  beheld  his  fall  with  the  utmoft  fatisfa&idn : 
as  a  hunter  and  a  naturalift,  it  afforded  me  ft 
double  triumph. 

Though  mortally  wounded,  the  animal  ftill 
continued  to  defend  himfelf  when  lying  on 
the  ground,  as  he  had  done  when  oh  his  legs. 
With  his  feet  he  threw  around  hirn  heaps  of 
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-ftoncs  j  and  neither  we  nor  our  dogs  durft  ^ven- 
ture to  approach  him.  I  wifhed  to  put  an  end 
to  his  torment,  by  firing  one  more  ball,  and 
"was  making  preparations  for  the  purpofe, 
when  my  people  entreated  me  to  defift.  As 
I  could  not  afcribe  their  reque ft  to  fentimente 
*t>f  pity,  I  was  at  a  lofs  to  conceive  what  could 
be  their  motive. 

1  have  already  faid,  that  all  the  favage  tribes, 
and  even  the  people  ,  at  the  Cape  and  in  the 
colonies,  fet  a  high  value  on  the  dried  blood 
of  the  rhinoceros,  to  which  they  afcribe  great 
.virtues  in  the  cure  of  certain  diforders,  and 
which  they  eonfider,  in  particular,  as  a  fove- 
reign  remedy  for  obftru&ions.  The  reader 
will  recoiled:',  that  when  Swanepoel, intoxicated 
by  Pinar,  fell  under  the  wheels  of  my  carriage, 
and  h^d  one  of  his  ribs  broken,  he  afked  me 
for  the  blood  of  the  rhinoceros  ;  but,  as  none 
of  it  could  be  had,  he  drank  fome  brandy  in 
.its  ftead.  Nature  alone  effe&ed  a  cure ;  but 
he  afcribed  it  to  the  liquor,  and.acknowledged 
that  this  remedy,  equally  .proper,  he  faid,  for 
the  fick  and  the' found,  was  preferable  to  the 
other.  His  companions,  however,  had  retained 
their  prepoffeffion ;  and  they  were  determined 
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to  tiive  i  ftore  of  rhinocferos-biood.  The 
animal  had  loft  a  great  deal  by  his  wounds.  It 
was  with  much  regret  that  they  faw  the  earth 
moiftened  with  it  around  him  ;  and  they  were 
apprehenfive  that  a  new  wound  would  increafe 
that  lofs. 

Scarcely  had  the  animal  breathed  his  laftf 
When,  both  old  and  new  Hottentots,  all  ap- 
proached with  eagernefs,  in  order  to  collect 
the  blood.  With  that  view  they  cut  open  its 
belly,  and  took  out  the  bladder,  which  they 
emptied.  One  of  them  then  applied  the  mouth 
of  it  to  one  of  the  wounds,  while  the  reft 
Ihook  a  leg  of  the  animal  to  make  the  blood 
flow  more  readily.  In  a  little  time,  to  their 
great  joy,  the  bladder  was  filled;  and  lank 
perfuaded  that  with  what  was  loft  they  might 
have  filled  twenty. 

I  had  approached  the  bo'dy  alfo,  but  with  a 
different  delign  j  for  my  intention  was  only  to 
meafure  and  examine  it.  The  favages  of  the 
horde,  accuftonied  to  fee  fudh  animals  very 
often,  aflured  me  that  it  was  one  of  the  largeft 
6f  its  fpecies.  I,  however,  did  *  not  believe 
them  ;  and  what  induced  me  to  doubt  their 
information  was,  that  its  principal  horn  was 
E  2  only 
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only  [in  French  meafure]  nineteen  iirche* 
three  lines  in  length  ;  and  I  had  feen  horns 
much  longer  in  the  pofleflion  of  fome  of  the 
Dutch  planters.  The  height  of  the  animal 
was  feven  fe.et  five  inches,  and  its  length,  from 
the  fnout  to  the  root  of  the  tail,  eleven  feet 
fix  inchesl 

Refpeding  the;  African  rhinoceros, Dr.  Spar- 
mann  has  publiflied  a  learned  diflertation,  as 
valuable  for  the  refearches  he  made,  as  for  the 
truth  and  corre&nefs  of  the  fadts  he  relates* 
To  attempt  to  fpeak  of  the  animal  after  him 
would  be  expofing  myfelf  to  repetition,  "or  to 
the  fhame  of  being'  accounted  a  plagiarift.  I 
regret,  however,  that  a  work  in  which  the 
rhinoceros  }&  fo  well  defcribed  fhould  be  ac- 
companied with  fo  faulty  a  figure. 

I  allude  only  to  the  engravings  publifhed  in 
the  French  and  Dutch  tranflations.  v  Having 
©ever  feen  the  Swedifh  origin al,'  I  do  not  know 
whether  it  be  equally  defedive;  and  under 
that  uncertainty  I  fhall  one  day  publifli  a  draw- 
ing of  the  animal,  fuch  as  I  took  it  from  nature. 
In  the  tranflation  of  Bruce's  Travels,  into 
Abyffinia,  there  is  another  figure  of  the  two- 
horned  rhinoceros ;  but  it  is  faulty  alfo  j   as 
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the  French  engraver  has  improperly  given  it 
the  folds  of  the  one- horned  rhinoceros,  which 
it  certainly  has  not,  at  leaft  in  the  fouthern 
part  of  Africa :  and  that  thefe  animals  are  fo 
formed  in  Abyflinia,  I  very  much  doubt. 

In  fpeaking  of  Quammedaka,  a  canton  fitu- 
ated  *o  the  eaft,  Mr.  Sparrnann  fays,  "  that  it  is 
"  the  principal  abode  of  the  two- horned  rhino- 
c*  ceres/'  The  author  is  here  miftaken ;  but 
his  error  is  the  more  pardonable,  as  he  had 
not  an  opportunity  of  vifiting  countries  which 
would  have  afforded  him  better  information. 

The  tiger,  the  lion,  and  other  quadrupeds, 
which  live  upon  prey,  frequent  diftrr&s  where 
flocks  are  fed,  and  which  produce  an  abun- 
dance of  wild  animals.  With  the  rhinoceros 
the  cafe  is  different.  As  his  food,  like  that  of 
the  elephant,  confifts  in  vegetable?,  which  are 
every  where  to  be  found,  and  as  he  is  ftil! 
more  favage,  he  removes,  like  the  elephant, 
from  all  inhabited  places. 

It  may  be  readily  perceived,  therefore,  that 
with  fuch  habits,  inftead  of  preferring  for  his 
refidence  a  peopled  diftridt,  interfperfed  with 
farms,  like  that  of  Quammedaka,  he  ought  on 
$he  contrary  to  avoid  it.    If  from  time  to  time 
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fome  few  are  feen  there,  they  are,  as  one  may 
fay,  loft  travellers,  which,  being  foon  difcovered 
and  purfued  by  the  inhabitants,  are  either  kill- 
ed or  obliged  to  feek  their  native  country  as 
faft  as  poflible. 

If  there  were  abundance  of  rhinocerofes  in 
Quammedaka  in  the  time  of  Dr.  Sparm'ann^ 
there  were  none  there  in  my  time,  any  more 
than  in  the  colony  itfelf,  which  they  4eferte4 
in  proportion4  as  it  began  to  be  better  peopled. 

u  Bontius,"  adds  Mr.  Sparmann, "  remarks 
<c  ed  long  ago,  that  the  rhinoceros  is  generally 
"  killed  with  powder  and  ball.  Buffon,  pro- 
?*  bably,  did  not  pay  attention  to  thispaflage^ 
"  when  he  afTerts,  on  the  authority  of  Ger- 
*c  Vaifc,  that  the  fkin  of  the  rhinoceros  cannot 
"  be  pierced  by  aqy  ball?' 

If  we  can  give  credit  to  certain  travellers, 
the  one-horned  rhinoceros,  the  fcaly  fkin  of 
which  is  folded  back  On  the  neck,  in  the  form 
of  a  mantelet,  is  fo  hard  that  it  withfiands  a, 
jnulket  fhot ;  and  it  is  probably  this  fpecies  to 
Vvhich  Buffon  alludes, 

For  my  part,  I  am  acquainted  with  thofe  only 
of  Southern  Africa,  and  never  faw  any  but 
the  two*horned  rhinoceros,  which  has  a  fmooth 
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fkin  like  the  elephant.  No  other  kind  is 
known  at  the  Cape  and  in  the  colonies ;  and 
with  regard  to  this  fpecies,  its  fkin  is  not  proof 
againft  ball ;  as  is  proved  by  the  hunt  of  which 
I  have  here  given  the  hiftory ;  and  J  am  per* 
fuaded,  that  the  cafe  is  the  fame  with  the  one- 
horned  rhinoceros. 

The  fmall  horri  of  the  one  we  killed  was  a 
third  fkorter  than  the  other,  I  have  already 
remarked,  that  the  large  one  was  nineteen  inches 
in  length  ;  but  what  fdrprifed  me  was  to  find 
that  this  fo  formidable  weapon,  with  which  he 
ploughed ,  up  the  earth  to  a  great  depth,  and 
threw  around  himveny  large  ftones,  was  not 
implanted  in  the  bone  of  the  head  ;  that  it  adr 
hered  only  to  the  fkin,  and  that  when  the  fkin 
was  fhaken,  it 'moved  alfo. 

The  eye  of  the  rhinoceros,  much  too  fiqall 
in  proportion  to  fo  enormous  a  body,  is  funk, 
very  deep  into  the  head  ;  becaufe  the  external 
fkin,  raifed  round  the  Orbit  in  feveral  circular 
folds,  forms  a  tube  fome  inches  in  length,  at 
the  bottom  of  which  it  is  placed. 

This  tube,  by  diminishing  the  field  of.  fight 

»nd  concentrating  the  vifual  rays,  may  perhaps 

ferve  to  flrengthen  the  organ  ;  but  it  prevents 
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the  animal  from  feeing  any  other  obje£ts  tha# 
thofe  which  are  in  the  dire&ion  of  its  eye. 
The  favages,  therefore,  when  not  in  that  di-r 
j-edtion,  think  themfelves  infafety,  even  when 
very  near  the  animal,  becaufe  he  cannot  then 
obferve  them. 

A  Angular  peculiarity  of  the  two- horned 
rhinoceros  is,  that  he  ploughs  up  the  ground 
with  his  horn  as  he  runs  along,  and  at  the  fame 
time  throws  his  urine  to  a  great  diftance  be- 
hind him,  making  a  kind  of  kicking  with  his 
feet*  Another  remarkable  cuftom  of  this  ani- 
mal is  that  of  beating  to  .pieces  with  his  fee; 
his  excrements,  which  he  never  leaves  whole 
like  the  elephant 

Though  the  fiefh  of  the  rhinoceros  does  not 
approach  that  of  the  hippopotamus,  it  is  fay 
fuperior  to  that  of  the  elephant. 

My  fay  ages  promifed  themfelves  a  delicious 
feaft;  and  the  idea  alone  of  this  treat  was 
more  t^an  an  equivalent  for  all  the  dangers  to 
which  they  had  been  expofed.  What  enjoy- 
ment to  them  was  an  animal  which  weighed 
at  leaft  two  or  three  thoufand  pounds  !  A§ 
pight  was  approaching,  and  as  they  wiflied  to 
have  tfceir  feaft  that  evening,  they  all  imm*. 
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jKately  b^gan  to  cut  from  it  fuch  pieces  as  they 
jiked.  In  lefs  than  an  hour,  each  had  his 
load  ;  nor  did  the  tarfcafe  appear  to  he  in  the 
leaft  diminifhed  ;  but  they  prop'ofed  to  return 
to  it  the  next  and  following  days  with  all  their 
companions,  in  order  to  cut  it  up  completely. 

I  had  refolved  to  return  along  with  themy 
in  hopes  that  this  immenfe  body  might  attract 
fome  birds  of  prey,  which  I  fhould  be  able  to 
procure  without  much  difficulty  j  but,  when  I 
was  preparing  to  depart,  my  attention  was  at- 
tracted by  melodious  ftrains,  fuch  as  I  had 
never  heard,  which  proceeded  from  all  parts  of 
the  banks  of  the  river.     I  advanced,  therefore, 
Under  the  trees,  and  a&ually  difcovered  a  num- 
ber of  birds,  with  which  I  had  till  that  mo- 
ment  been  unacquainted,.      By  thus  paffing 
fuddetily  from  the   hunting  of  quadrupeds  to 
the  pu-rfuit  of  birds,  I  gave  fome  reft  to  my 
imagination  fatigued  with  carnage  j  and  I  faw 
diminifl.ed,  in '  the  proportion  of  the  objects, 
that  natural  horror  and  difguft  which  it  often 
excited.     Frequently  I  turned  my  eyes  upon 
the  verdure  and  the  flowers;  and  if  any  por- 
tion  of  difguft,  infeparable  from  a  wandering 
and   folitary  exiftence,  happened  to  lurprife  - 
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me  in  the  midft  of  my  fatigues,  the  meaneft 
plant,  by  catching  my  fight  and  flopping  my 
career,  recalled  me  to  that  fatisfa&ory*  fen- 
timent  of  exiftence,  which  fo-deferted  a  con* 
jditidn  would  otherwise  have  deftroyed.-  I 
ftrayed  ajong  the  banks  of  the  river,  and  pene-u 
tiated.into  the  woods,  where  I  killed  feveraj 
i#w  fpecies  of  birds*  which  I  had  never  before* 
found.  Embar raffed  often  in  my  choice,  when 
I  obferved  qiany  on  the  fame  tree,  I  was  at  a 
loft  which  .  I  fhould  fire  at ;  but,  as  may  be 
readily  conceived,  I  gave  a  preference  always 
to  the  moft  remarkable  or  the  moft  beautiful," 

But  Jet  ifs  turn  pur  attention  to  an  obje<3; 
not  lefs  touching,  to  colours  perhaps  more 
brilliant  and  delightful. 

While  occupied  with  birds,  their  melodious 
warblings,  their  fplendid  and  variegated  plum* 
age,  I  advanced  through  a  grove  of  mimofas, 
when  my  organs  of  fmell  were  fuddenly  ftruefe 
with  the  moft  exquifite  perfume.  I  fought, 
therefore,  for  the  plant  or  fhrub  which  afforded 
me  fo  delicious  a  pleafure.  The  furrounding 
air  ferved  me  as  a  guide  5  and  the  nearer  I  ap*N 
preached  to  the  flower,  the  more  was  I  in-* 
toxicated  with  the  fmelj.     Vfr^d  reached  .the 
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banks  of  the  riter,  when  my  admiration  was 
excited  by  the  fight  of  a  magnificent  planr,; 
the  moft  beautiful  I  had  ever  contemplated  ; 
but  1  was  obliged  to  raife  my  head  in  order  to 
admire  it.  It  was  a  lily  feven  feet  in  height*, 
which,  waving  majeftically  on  its  ftexiM© 
ftem,  breathed  forth  its  delkiQus  odour.' 

On  the  upper  part  of  its  ftraight  tapering 
(tern  were  difpiayed,  in  elegant  order,  thirty-  . 
pine  corollas  or  flowers,  fix  of  which  were 
half  blown,  eighteen  in  full  bloom,  and  fifteen 
ready  to  open.     Thofe  which  had  attained  to 
their  complete  fize  formed  a  calyx,  a  third 
Jarger  than  that  of  the  white  lilies  of  Europe* 
Their  petals,,  of  a  beautiful  flaxen  grey  on  the 
putfide,  and  white  as  fnow  within,  were  edged 
with  a  crimfon  border,  and  w^re  fet  off  by  a 
piftil  and.  ftamina,  which  in  colpur  equalled 
the  brighte(l  carmine.     The  ftem,  feven  feet 
in  height,  was,  where  thickeft,  fix  inches  ia 
circumference*    Reddened  on  the  fide  towards 
the  fun,  which  had  given  it  a  vinous  tint,  it 
was"  green  every  where  elfe,  and  bore  leaves 
three  feet  in  length,  and  in  breadth  three,  feet 
and  a  half.  In  a  Word,  this  plant,  produced  in  a 
-|pHtude,  gjid  pure  as  the  fan  which  had  em- 
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bellifhed  it,  had  been  refpe&ed  by  all  the  ani~ 
mals  of  the  diftrift,  and  feemed  defended  even 
by  its  beauty. 

This  wonderful  objeft,  which  I  had  dis- 
covered, ftruck  me  fo  powerfully,  as  to  occupy 
»y  whole  attention.  All  my  plans  of  hunt- 
ing were  now  forgotten ;  I  gave  peace  to  the 
,  birds  of  which  I  was  in  purfuit  j  and  thought 
of  nothing  but  the  means  of  procuring  my 
beautiful  lily. 

This,  however,  was  a  matter  of  fome  diffi- 
eiiltyi.  I  had  neither  inftruments  proper  for 
digging  up  the  earth  without  damaging  it, 
nor  a  bafket,  or  other  veflel  of  the  like  kind,  to 
hold  it.  To  go  to  my  waggons  in  queft  or 
what  I  wanted,  would  have  been  to  abandon 
it;  and  I  fhould  have  perhaps  expofed  it  to 
a  danger  it  never  before  experienced.  Under 
this  embarraflment,  and  unwilling  to  lofe  fight 
.  of  it,  I  refolved  to  fire  feveral  fliots,  in  order 
to  call  to  my  affiftance  fome  of  my  people. 

On  this  fignal  of  alarm,  feveral  of  them 
haft  ened  towards  me.  They  imagined  me  ei- 
pofed  to  fome  danger,  and  were  furprifed  to 
fee  me  ia  ecftacy  before  a  flower.  I  fent  to 
my  camp  for  fome  iron  tools,  and  a  bafket 
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like  thofe  pretty  ones  given  to  me  by  Narina. 
When  they  arrived,  we  dug  up  with  great  cau- 
tion the  bulb  of  the  lily,  which  was  thirteen  inches 
in  height,  and  twenty-feven  in  circumference. 
In  fhape  and  colour  it  refembled  that  of  the 
tulip;  but,  inftead  of  being  compofed  of  fepa- 
rate  coats,  like  the  bulb  of  the  lily,  it  was  ful!# 
pulpy,  and  very  heavy.  I  at  lead  conjectured 
fo  by  analogy  from  what  I  faw  of  the  exterior 
part,  which,"  notwithftanding  all  our  care, 
had  been  cut  by  the  iron  implements  ufed  to 
dig  lip  the  earth  around  it. 

The  flower,  wheft  arranged,  and  in  a  man* 
ner  planted  in  its  bafket,  was  placed  at  the 
entrance  of  my  tent  by  way  of  ornament. 
The  corollas  all  opened  and  expanded  in  fuc- 
ceffion  j  and,  for  a  long  time,  I  enjoyed  the 
pleafure  of  beholding  it,  and  of  fmelling  its 
delicious  odour,  till  its  perfume  being  ex- 
haufted,  and  having  no  longer  ftrength  to  at- 
tract the  moifture  which  nourithed  it,  I  faw 
it  droop,  wither,  and  die. 

I  had  the  good  fortune  to  preferve  the  bulb 
of  this  lily  during  my  whole  journey ;  and  I 
carried  it  to  the  Cape,  with  a  defign  of  fending 
it  to  the  botanical  garden  j  but  the  reader  may 
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have  feen,  in  the  account  of  my  firftjournej^ 
the  fate  of  thofe  feeds  which  I  had  colle&ed* 
and  this  bulb  was  unluckily  among  them. 

It  was  the  4th  of  January  when  ^e  en- 
camped on  the  banks  of  Fifh-river.  During 
my  refidence  in  this  country,  I  had  often 
changed  my  encampment,  in  order  that,  by 
my  different  ftations,  I  might  find  new  objects; 
wad  k  had  indeed  furnifhed  me,  in  birds  alone, 
with  more  than  eighty  diftin£t  fpecies,  ten  of 
which  were  new. 

I  was  forry,  therefore,  to  quit  a  diftrifl  fa 
agreeable,  and  which,  independently  of  what 
it  added  to  my  colle&ions,  enfured  me  abund* 
ance  of  provifions  for  my  people:  On^  the 
24th,  however,  I  announced  my  intention  to 
depart ;  but  my  Hottentots  having  come  in  a 
body  to  requeft  leave  to  complete  their  prepa- 
tations  of  the  flefh  of  the  rhinoceros,  I  agreed 
to  remain  three  days  longer.  During  this  de-' 
lay  they  exerted  themfelves  with  much  ardour. 
Men  and  women,  all  laboured  on  the  animal 
without  remiffion ;  and,  v?hen  I  fet  out,  they 
t egretted  much  that  they  were  obliged  to  leave 
behind  a  grfeat  deal  more  than  they  carried  with 
them* 
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To  teach  a  horde  of  Kabobiquas,  whom  I 
propofcd  to  vifit,  we  -had  x>nl y  to  march  eight 
leagues ;  but  as  the  road  lay  acrofs  mountains 
fo  parched,  and  pafles  and  defiles  fo  difficult, 
that  one  day  would  not  be  fufficieitf,  my  Ko- 
raqua  guides  advifed  me  .to  fet  out  in  the 
night,  if  I  wiGied  not  to  be  expofed  to  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  fleeping  by  the  way,  and  to  the  ha- 
zard of  being  deftitute  of  water.  We  began 
our  march,  therefore,  at  two  in  the  morning^ 
proceeding  northr-eaft ;  and  towards  noon  we 
halted  to  dine  under  the  fhelter  of  fome  rocks, 
which  protected  us  from  the  fcorching  heat  of 
the  fun. 

As  we  had  ftill  three  leagues  to  march,  I  was 
defirous,  according  to  my  cuftom,  that  Klaas 
and  fome  more  of  my  Hottentots  fhould  go  on 
before,  accompanied  by  the  two  guides.,  and 
repair  to  the  horde  to  inform  them  of  my 
approach.  My  Koraquas,  however,  afTured 
me  that  this  precaution  was.perfedly  ufelefs ; 
which  made  me  fufpeft  that  fome  of  their  tribe 
had  taken  the  ftart  of  me,  and  gone  thither 
without  my  knowledge. 

The  Kabobiquas,  indeed,  were  waiting  fot 
me  with  ehildilh  impatience.      Every  thing 
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that  had  been  told  them  refpe&ing  me  Sore? 
the  character  of  the  moft  enthufi^ftic  exagge* 
ration ;  and  their  imaginations  had  ftill  height- 
ened the  extravagance  of  thefe  accounts.— -*• 
The  white  man,  his  fufees,  his  equipage,  ob* 
jefts  none  of  which  they  had  ever  before  feed $ 
awakened  their  curiofity;  and  the  delay  of 
my  arrival  was  a  kind  of  torment  to  therm 

As  foon  as  they  perceived  my  company, 
the  whole  horde  quitted  the  kraal,  and  raft 
with  eagernefs  to  meet  me.  -  I  experienced 
here,  along  with  an  additional  degree  of 
trouble  and  importunity,  all  that  tumultuous 
aftivity,  which  I  had  before,  more  than  once, 
experienced  in  the  new  hordes  of  favages 
which  I  vifited.  I  was  furrounded  by  meh 
and  women  indifcriminately,  who  thronged 
about  me  to  examine  my  perfon.  Not  being 
able  to  believe  their  eyes  in  regard  to  what 
they  faw,  they  endeavoured  to  obtain  more 
fatisfa&ion  by  touching  me.  They  felt  my 
hair,  hands,  and  almoft  every  part  of  my  body. 
My  beard,  aboVe  all,  aftonifhed  them  to  atn  in- 
conceivable degree.  More  than  thirty  perfonfs 
came  in  fucceflron,  and  half  unbuttoned  my 
clothes. 

They 
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They  all  imagined  me  to  be  a  hairy  ani- 
mal j  and  fuppofed,  without  doubt,  that  my 
body  was  covered  with  hair  as  long  as  that  on 
my  chin  1  but,  finding  thi$  not  to  be  the  cafe, 
they  were  aftoniihed,  and  confeffed,  with  the 
opennefs  of  favages,  that  they  had  never  feen 
the  like  in  any  man  of  their  country.  .  The 
little  children,  terrified  at  my  appearance,  hid 
themfelvfes  behind  their  mothers.  When  I  at- 
tempted to  lay  hold  of  any  of  them,  in  order 
to  carefs  them,  they  fent  forth  loud  cries,  as  a 
child  would  do  in  Europe  who  fhould  fee  a 
negro  for  the  firft  time. 

Such  was  my  fituatlon  among  this  multitude, 
who  pre  fled  upon  me  in  crowds.  Though  the 
only  perfon  of  my  colour  among  them,  I  re- 
signed myfelf  to  them  without  fear.  The 
aftonifhment  which  many  of  them  fhowed  at 
the  fight  of  a  white  man,  and  the  tumult  it 
occafioned,  did  not  flirprife  me. 

Through  this  haraffing  curiofity  I  more  and 
more  perceived  that  invariable  principle  of  na- 
ture, which  gives  to  the  favage  a  fimple,  mild, 
and  unfufpicious  chara&cr :  and  indeed,  before 
lhad  been  twenty-four  hours  in  the  horde,  I  was 
become  the  friend  of  every  one,  and  the  mod 
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perfe&  confidence  was  eftabliflied  between  u&> 
The  children  even,  who,  wheu  they  ferft  faW 
me^had  been  fo  much  terrified,  grew  quite  far- 
jniliaf.  I  had  gained  their  affeSion  by  giving 
them  fmall  bits  of  fugar-candy ;  and  the  Kttte 
epicures,  attra&ed  by  this  dainty*  were  con- 
tinually carefling  me,  in-  ordep  to  make  mef 
open  the  box  in  which  it  was  contained. 

I  muft  again  repeat,  for  the  fake  of  thofe 
travellers  who,  like  me,  may  undertake  to.tn** 
verfe  unknown  countries,  that  if  they  do  not 
defcend  to  the  level  of  the  Ample  people  they 
may  vifit ;  if  they  do  not  purfue  the  meafures 
neceflary  to  pleafe  thfcm ;  if  they  do  not  «u*. 
deavour  to  become  acquainted  with  their  g6* 
nius,  to  attach  them  by  intereft,  and  to  fccure 
their  friendihip,  they  will  undoubtedly  meec 
with  nothing  but  misfortune  and  difafter. 

I  Halter  myfelf  that  I  left  among  all  thofe* 
whom  I  vifited  a  favourable  impreffion  of 
the  white*.  By  this  I  have  rendered  a  fer-. 
vice  to  the  curious,  who  may  be  difpofed  tof 
purfue  my  courfe;  and  I  (hall  think  myfdf 
amply  rewarded  -if  it  prove  ufeful  to  them* 
and  particularly  if  they  do  not  abufe  it. 
•   The  chief  of  the  horde  fhewed  mfc  ev«r£. 
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mark  of  attachment.  He  was  a  man  advanced 
in  life,  and  of  a  majeftic  figure.  He  wore  a 
long  mantle,  which  hung  from,  his  fhoulders  to 
the  ground,  and  which,  formed  of  four  jackal 
{kins  joined  together,  was  bordered  at  the  (ides 
with  that  of  a  hyaena. 

The  hyaena  of  this  country  is  the  fame  as 
that  of  which  a  figure  and  defcription  are  given 
in  Buffo n ;  and  I  fpeak  of  it  here,  becaufe  tra- 
vellers, when  they  mention  that  of  the  Cape, 
confound  them  together,  though  they  are  very 
different,  and  becaufe  1  have  feldom  had  an 
opportunity  of  feeing  it  in  the  courfe  of  my 
travels. 

The  names  of  three  different  fpecies  of  the 
hyaena  are  known  at  the  Cape,  though  they 
are  all  comprehended  under  the  common  ap- 
pellation of  wolf. 

Thefiril  kind,  which  is  feen  ofteneft,andmoft 
dreaded  hy  the  planters  on  account  of  their 
flocks',  is  that  of  which  I  have  given  a  figure 
tinder  the  name  of  the  fpotted  wolf;  a  de* 
nomination  i£  generally  bears  in  all  the  co- 
lonies. 

The  fecond  is  called  Jirand-npolf  (Ihore- 
wolf),  from  its  fl^ver  quitting  the  fea  coaft  or 
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the  borders  of  river?.  I  had  no -opportu- 
nity of  feeing  it;  hut  the  places  which  it 
frequents  make  me  conjecture  that  it  is  ich- 
.thyophagou&)  and  feeds  upon  filh.  I  was 
aflured  that  it  has  no  fpots,  and  that  it  is  en- 
tirely of  a  tawny  colour. 

With  regard  to  the  third,  named  geftreepte-* 
wo^(the  ftriped  wolf),  it  is  probably  the  hy- 
a*nd  defcribed  by  Buffon.  I  muft  however  re- 
mark, that,  not  having  feen  it  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  Gape,'  I  doubt  much  whether 
-it  be  the  fame  as  the  hyaena  to  which  the 
planters  give  that  narae  :  perhaps  they  know 
it  only  by  tradition.  For  myfelf,  I  can 
fay  that  I  never  faw  but  two  kinds  in  all  that 
part  of  Africa  which  I  traverfed,  viz.  the  fpotted 
■Wolf,  and  the  hyaena  of  the  naturalifts.  The 
latter  I  found  no  where  except  beyorid  the 
country  of  the  Greatet  Nimiquap,  towards  the 
tropic.  When  I  returned  to  the  Cape  and  g:ive 
it  out  as  the  ftriped  wolf,  every  body  befteved 
me,  and  no  one  doubted  the  truth  of  what  I  ad- 
vanced. It  may  neverthelefsbe  different  in  foihe 
particular  chara&eriftic,  and  form  a  fourth  fpe- 
eies  diftindt  from  the  reft.  At  fome  future  time, 
perhaps,  they  will  be  all  bttter  known.  • 
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Whilft  I  was  converting  with  the  chief  by 
means  of  my  interpreters,  I  obferved  that  his 
le/t-hand  wanted  two  joints  of  the  little  finger, 
I  thought  proper  to  afk  him  the  reaibn,  and 
was  informed,  that,  having  in  his  infancy  had  a 
£bvere  illnefs,  amputation  had  been  employed 
to  cure  him. 

Though  he  anfwered  my  queftidn,  I  per- 
ceived that  it  had  not  been  agreeable  to  him. 
During  the  reft  of  our  converfation,  he  item- 
ed to  be  uneafy,  that  from  time  to  time  I 
caft  my  eyes*  towards  his  hand ;  and,  till  the 
moment  6f  my  departure,  he  'always  endea- 
voured to  conceal  it  when  we. were  together, 

This  cuftom  of  a  favage  people,  whpf  to 
relieve  a  man  in  pain,  add  new  fufferings  to 
his  evils,  affords  a  vaft  field  for  reflection;  and 
I  acknowledge  that  this  inftance  contradids 
my  experience*  for  I  never  faw  in  any  other 
part  of  Africa  a  man  either  mutilated  of  de- 
formed; 

Mr.  Paterfon  tells  us,  that  he  obferved  in* 
fiances  of  the  fame  practice  among  a  horde  at  the 
mouth  of  Orange- river;  which  is  not  improba- 
ble. However  abfurd  a  cuftom  may  be,  favage 
tribes,  when  they  are  neighbours,  may  bor- 
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row  it  from  each  other ;  but  that  it  fhould 
be  common  among  tbe  iflanders  of  the  South 
Seas,  who,  fince  their  country  was  firft  inha- , 
bited,  had  never  feen  ft  rangers  before  Cook  and 
Bougainville,  is  truly  aftonifhing. 

I  was  very  defirous  of  interrogating  mi- 
nutely the  people  of  the  horde  on  this  fub- 
je&.  I  wifhed  alfo  to  propofe  fome  queftions 
to  them  refpeding  other  cuftoms  which  ap- 
peared to  me  fingular;  but  difficulties  in- 
creafed  the  more  I  advanced  into  the  country* 
The  Kabobiquas  fpoke  a  particular  language ; 
and  this  dialed,  though  accompanied  with 
the  clapping  noife  of  the  Hottentots,  was  un~ 
derftood  only  by  the  Koraquas,  who,  on  ac- 
count of  their  vicinity,  kept  up  fome  rater- 
cfourfe  with  them. 

The  cafe  was  the  fame  with  the  language 
of  the  Koraquas,  in  regard  to  their  neigh* 
hours  the  Nimiquas.  When  the  chief  of  the 
horde,  therefore,  wifhed  to  fpeak  to  me,  he 
addreffed  what  he  had  to  iky  to  my  Koraquas, 
who  tranflated  it  for  the  Nimiquas  into  thefr 
language ;  and  the  latter,  tranflating  it  in  their 
tupi,  trahfmittcd  it  to  the  Hottentots  of  Klaa* 
Baiter's  horde,  who  explained  it  to  me  in 
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theirs.  The  fame  method  was  employed 
with  my  anfwers.  Nothing  reached  my  ear 
till  it  had  patted  thrpugh  four  different  mouths. 
The  refult,  however,  made  me  eafily  per* 
ceive,  that  the  idea  was  conveyed  to  me  yfixh 
as  much  alteration  as  are  the  thoughts  of  the 
ancient  poets  to  thof?  unacquainted  with  the 
learned  languages,  notwithftandiqg  the  fubr 
lime  genius  of  our  tranflators. 

The  Hottentots  whom  I  had  procured  at 
the  Gape  and  in  the  colonies  under  Hood  none 
of  thefe  diale&s  j  and  they  were,  confe- 
quently,  of  no  fervice  in  our  conferences :  a 
circumftance  which  feeqied  to  vex  then). 
But  what  chagrined  me  more,  and  render* 
ed  my  cpnverfation  truly  fatiguing,  was, 
that  my  Nimiquas  imderftood  the  Koraqua 
language  very  imperfe&ly ;  fo  imperfect- 
ly indeed,  that  they  often  difputed  re- 
fpe&ing  the  meaning  of  what  ^ras  faid  tQ 
them. 

It  therefore  fometime?  happened,  that, 
When  I  afted  any  thiijg,  the  anfwer  had  no 
relation  to  the  queftion.  No  remedy  could 
be  found  for  this  inconvenience  ;  and  it  wa£ 
likely  to  inereafe,  the  fattKer  I  advanced  into    , 
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the  country.  If  from  the  diftritf;  of  the 
lefier  Nimiquas  to  the  Kabobiqua  horde  I  had 
found  four  diftinft  languages,  which  required 
four  different  interpreters,  what  would  be  my 
fituation  in  this  refped  when  advanced  feve- 
ral  hundred  leagues  farther  from  the  colonies  ! 
What  difficulties  muft  arife,  if  jeach  tribe  I 
fell  in  with  had  its  owh  dialed !  All  thefe 
embarrafTments,  however,  did  not  difcourage 
me  fo  much  as  my  people :  for  I  could  al- 
ways have  recourfe  to  the  mother  of  all  Ian* 
guages,  the  language  of  figns. 

Of  all  the  hordes  I  had  hitherto  feen,  none 
ieemed  to  difplay  fo  much  refinement  in  their 
ornaments  and  drefs  as  that  of  the  KobabU 
quas.  I  did  not  find  among  them  thofe 
beads  and  other  toys  common  at  the  Cape ; 
for  the  traffic  carried  on  in  thefe  articles  had 
not  been  extended  to  them*  They  wore  fuch 
trinkets  of  copper  and  oblong  pieces  of  glafs 
as  I  have  before  mentioned,  which  had  been 
brought  to  them  by  worthlefs  and  thiev- 
ifh  blacks,  with  whofe  language  they  were 
Unacquainted,  and  with  whom  they  often  had 
to  combat  j  becaufe,  when  they  were  returning 
after  having  fold  their  merchandize,  they  en- 
deavoured 
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deavoured  to  feize  it  again,  and  .fpmetimes 
even  cattle  along  with  it. 

The  articles  of  trade  in  that  way  which  I 
had  were  unknown  ;  and,  with  this  merit  of 
novelty,  they  could  not  fail  to  pleafe.  Scarcely 
had  I  {hewn  fome  of  them,  when  they  in* 
.  ftantly  excited  difputes ;  and  every  one 
wifhed  to  get  a  {hare  of  them*  In  this  refped, 
the  women  were  the  moft  importunate.  My 
readers  may  judge  of  the  general  impatience^ 
when.  1  inform  them,  that,  in  one  day,  I  pro- 
cured twenty  oxen  for  almoft  nothing.  But 
the  moft  advantageous  bargain  I  concluded 
was  for  a  bakkeiy  os  (War  ox)  which  belong- 
ed to  the  chief. 

This  animal,  as  remarkable  fpr  his  elegant 
form  as  his  gigantic  fize,  was  the  moft  beau- 
tiful of  hi&fpecies  I  had  ever  feen.  His  head 
was  majeftically  armed  with  two  immenfe 
horns,  which  retiring  from  each  other,  with 
the  utmoft  fymmetry,  to  form  two  perfed 
femicirclcs,  fuddenly  bent  their  fummits  for- 
wards, leaving  a  fpace  of  four  feet  eight 
inches  between  them.  They  had  been*  made 
to  grow  in  that  figure  by  the  chief  himfelf  j 
and  on  this  account  he  placed  fo  high  a  value 
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©n  the  animal,  that  at  firft  he  would  not 
part  with  him.  But  I  difplayed  before  hid 
eyes  fiich  a  variety  of  obje&s,  that  he  could 
not  rtfift  the  temptation ;  and  he  at  length 
coqfented  to  refign  him  for  a  tinder-box, 
feme  tobacco,  feveral  firings  of  glafs  bead£ 
two  tin  bracelets,  and  a  few  nails. 

Next  day,  however,  he  feemed  to  regret 
his  bargain;  or  rather,  having  feen  in  toy  po£» 
fcffion  fome  new  objedl,  which  pleafed  him 
more  than  thofe  which  he  had  received  in  ex- 
change the  evening  before,  his  defire  was 
fixed  on  thefe ;  and  he  wifhed  to  give  back 
the  others.  This  natural  paffion  for  pofleffing 
every  thing  wa*  the  caufe  of  an  event 
which  deferves  to  be  particularly  related,  as  it 
had  nearly  proved  fatal  to  me. 

Though  I  wore  my  beard  long,  I  was  ac- 
euftomed,  from  time  to  time,  to  (have  my 
muftaches.  This  operation  afforded  me  an 
agreeable  refrefhment ;  and  I  very  frequently 
performed  it,  efpecially  when  our  approach 
towards  the  tropic  rendered  the  heat  lefe"  fup-r 
portable. 

I  was  employed  in  foaping.  my  lips,  wheq 

the  chief  entered  my  tent,  accompanied  by 
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two  of  bis  friend*  or  relations,  ftee  from 
all  the  ceremonial  of  politenefs  towards  pea* 
pie  who  were  not  'acquainted  even  with  tha 
firft  principles  of  it,  I  continued  what  I  had 
begun.  The  favages,'  who  did  not  compre- 
hend what  I  was  about,  appeared  very  much 
furprifed.  They  waited  in  filence  for  the  re- 
fill t,  and  with  their  eyes  followed  all  mf 
movements*  The  water  which  frothed  in 
the  bafon,  and  which  1  brufhed  over  my  lips* 
feemed  to  them  to  be,  the  effed  of  magic ; 
but,  when  they  faw  me  apply  the  razor  to  my 
ttiuftaches,  and  the  hair  difappear  fo  readily 
from  the  place  I  had  touched,  their  aftoniflv* 
ment  at  this  prodigy  exceeded  the  power  of 
words  to  exprefs. 

To  render  it  ftill  more  fenfible  to  them,  mid 
to  fhew  the  effefts  of  it  more  clofely,  I  kid 
bold  of  the  chief's  krofs  at  one  of  the  ends, 
and  in  an  inftant  made  it  as  fraooth  as  my 
hand* 

This  iavage  was  a  manf  of  good  fenfe,  and 
pofleffcd  more  understanding  than  the  genera* 
Hty  of  his  equals*  On  the  firft  view,  he 
perceived  of  what  ineftimable  value  a  razor 
would  be  to  him,  to  £have  the  hair  from  a 
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fummer  mantle,  and  how  much  it  would 
fhorten  his  labour.  At  firft  he  teftified,  by 
feveral  expreffive  figns,  his  admiration  of  fo 
wonderful  an  inftrument ;  and  then,  without 
wafting  time  by  words  which  I  could  not 
have  underftood,  he  endeavoured  to  fhew,  by 
other  geftures  equally  fignificant,  how  defi- 
rous  he  was  to  poflefs  it. 

This  was  the  firft  time  we  had  fpoken 
without  interpreters :  but  his  movements  were 
fo  energetic,  that  I  had  no  need  of  a  verbal 
explanation  to  comprehend  them.  He  gave 
me  to  understand,  that  he  was  now  difpleafed 
with  the  bracelets,  girdles,  and  tobacco,  which 
I  had  given  him  in  exchange  for  his  war  ox 
the  evening  before ;  and  that  he  would  re- 
turn all  thefe  for  the  razor,  if  I  would  agree 
to  give  it  him. 

The  new  bargain  which  he  propofed  was 
by  no  means  m  his  favour.  I  was  well  aware . 
that  a  razor  in  his  hands,  employed  to  cut 
without  foap  the  ftrong  hair  of  a  dry  fkin, 
would  in  a  little  time  be  rendered  ufelefs.  I 
was  very  defirous  of  making  him  fenfible  of 
what,  in  this  refpeft,  his  inexperience  pre- 
vented him  from  knowing :  but  how  was  I 
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io  explain  myfelf  ?  In  the  heat  of  his  itapa* 
tience,  he  had  already*  ordered  one  of  his  at- 
tendants to  bring  from  his  hut  the  articles  to 
be  returned.  For  my  part,  1  was  refolved  to 
-give  him  the  razor,  and  to  tequeft  him  to  keep 
^the  whole:  but; in  the  midft  of  this  fcene,  a 
(hot  was  fuddenly  fired  near  us ;  and  at  the 
fame  time*  we  heard  the  nioft  frightful  dries. 

Rufhing  inftantly  from  my  tent,  to  enquire 
what  was  the  caufe  of  this  noife,  I  law  a 
Kabobiqua  flying  as  fail  as  he  could  from  one 
tof  my   hunters,  while,  at  the  diftance  of  a 
hundred  paces  farther,  three  men  were  mak- 
ing the   moil   lamentable  clamour,  and  near 
them  was  a  young  girl  lying  on  the  ground* 
1  made  a  fignal  to  my  hunter  to  approach  me ; 
but  the  report  of  the  fhot,  ^nd  the  howling 
of  the   three  men,  had  already  fpread  alarm 
"throughout  the  horde.     Some  cried  out  trea- 
chery ;  others  ran  to  their  arms ;  and  I  now 
imagined,  that  I  was  about  to  be  maffacred, 
with  my  whole  company,  and  that  I  fhouid 
be  obliged  to  arm  them  in  my  defence.     My 
filuation  was  the  more  critical,  as  neither  I, 
nor  any  perfon  in  the  kraal,  knew  what  was 
-  the 
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the  eaufe  of  this  confufion;  and  if  I  had 
known,  how  could  I  have  explained  it  ? 

Under  this  embarraflment,  I  took  the  chief 
by  the  hand,  and  advanced  with  him  towards 
the  horde*  Fear  was  painted  in  his  coun- 
tenance; tears  began  to  drop  from  his  eyes; 
and  he  fpoke  to  me  with  great  vivacity*  He 
imagined,  no  doubt,  that  he  w«s  betrayed* 
He  complained  to  me.  and  accufed  my  people 
of  perfidy  j  yet  he  readily  followed  me* 

As  I  was  without  arms,  and  prefented  my- 
felf  with  the  chief,  I  was  received  with  con- 
fidence, and  my  appearance  feemed  in  fomc 
meafure  to  calm  their  perturbation.  My 
people,  who  had  feen  me  direft  my  courfe 
towards  the  kraal,  haftened  thither  after  me* 
to  protedt  me;  and  their  number  overawed 
the  multitude.  At  length,  the  whole  myf- 
tery  was  cleared  up,  and  we  learned  what 
had  occafioned  the  tumult. 

A  Kabobiqua  having  met  one  of  my  hunt- 
ers, who  was  returning  with  his  fufee,  wifhed 
jto  examine  it,  and  begged  him  to  fliew  it  to 
$um.  In  handling  it,  however,  he  accidentally 
touched  the  trigger;  it  inftantly  went  off;  and 
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Hie  forag**  frightened  by  the  unexpected  e*-> 
plofion,  threw  down  the  fufee,  and  ran  away 
48  faft  as  he  could 

At  that  time,,  three  men  of  the  horde  and  a 
young  girl  happened  unluckily  to  be  ftanding, 
lit  the  diftance  of  a  hundred  paces,  in  the  di- 
redion  of  the  piece.  The  latter  received  a 
fingle  grain  of  fhot  in  the  cheek;  and 
the  others,  a  few  grains  in  the  legs  and  thighs* 
The  author  of  the  misfortune  confirmed  this 
explanation;  tranquillity  was  foon  teftoredj 
the  favages  depofited  their  arms ;  and  I  was 
furrounded  only  by  friends  as  before. 

Nothing  remained  but  to  enquire  into  the 
ftate  of  the  wounded,  and  to  give  them  every 
afliftance  in  my  power.  Without  iofs  of  time, 
therefore,  I  repaired,  ftill  accompanied  by  the 
chief,  to  the  place  where  they  were.  By  ths 
way  we  met  the  young  girl,  who  was  return- 
ing from  the  kraal,  bathed  in  tears.  Thecauft 
of  her  uneafinef$  was  a  grain  of  lead,  which 
had,  however,  penetrated  fo  little,  that  I  forced 
it  out  by  only  preffing  the  pap*  with  my  fingers* 
With  regard  to  the  three  men,  they  lay  rolling 
on  the  ground,  bowling  in  a  mod  frightful 
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manner,  and  exhibiting  every  fymptom  of 
defpair, 

I  was  aftonifhed  at  their  confternation, 
and  could  not  conceive  how  men  inured  to 
fufferings  fhould  be  fo  much  affcded  by  a  few 
fmall  pun&ures,  the  pain  of  which  could 
kave  fcarcely  drawn  tears  from  an  infant*  They 
at  length  told  me  the  caufe  of  their  wailings. 
Thefe  favages,  accuftomed  to  poifon  their  ar- 
rows, imagined  that  I  had  in  like  manner 
poifoned  the  lead  with  which  they  were 
wounded*  They  had,  therefore,  given  them- 
felves  up  as  loft,  and  expe&ed  in  a  few  mo* 
mentsto  expire. 

'  It  was  with  great  difficulty  I  could  caufe  to 
be  explained  to  them  that  they  had  nothing  to 
fear.  To  convince  them,  in  a  manner  ftill 
more  fatisfaftory,  I  pulled  down  one  of  my 
ftockings,  and  fhowed  them,  in  the  flefh  of 
my  leg,  a  dozen  fhots  of  lead,  for  which  I  was 
indebted  to  M.  Fapillon  de  la  Ferte,  who, 
when  hunting  in  the  plains  of  Gennevilliers, 
had  fired  at  me  inftead  of  a  rabbit. 

Klaas  approached  the  wounded  favages  alfo ; 
and,  without  wafting  time  in  words  which 
they  would  not  have  underftobd,  took  from 
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nis  fiibt-bag  a  few  grains  of  lead,  arid,  having 
fliown  them  to  the  three  men,  immediately 
fwallowed  them.  This  eoncllifive  proof,  which 
I  had  never  thbught  of,  produced  a  moft  Won- 
derful effe£h  Their  tries  inftantly  teafed; 
ferenity  again  appeared  in  their  faces;  and  theit 
wounds  Were  no  more  mentioned. 

I  was,  however,  apprehenfive  that  thfe  hordfe 
tnight  ftill  harbour  in  their  minds  fome  feeds 
bf  fufpicion  and  animofity :  but,  when  they 
faw  the  wounded  men  walk  is  ufual$  and  feem- 
ingly  well,  thfcy  laughed  at  the  whole  adven- 
ture ;  and  it  produced  no  other  efFeS  thah  that 
of  infpiring  them  with  a  dread  of  fire-arms, 
which  none  of  them  afterwards  would  ven- 
ture to  touch. 

Iri  the  evening*  wheii  my  fires  fadre  kindled* 
every  body  came  to  form  a  circle  around  them, 
and  to  darice  afceofdifig  to  cuftom.  The  whole 
converfationi  if  that  term  can  be  given  to  the 
tumultuous  clamour  of  a  multitude  who  fpoke 
fix  different  languages,  was  engrofled  by  the 
accident  of  the  morning; 

It  amufed  me  much,  though  I  underftood 
nothing  of  it;  I  heard  only  the  word  kaaboup. 
pronounced  by  every  mouth.     This  was  the 
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name  given  by  my  Hottentots  to  a  fufee ; 
and  it  was  adopted  by  alt  the  favages  who 
compofed  the  aflembly.  Of  the  Kabobiquas, 
fome  imitated  with  their  voice  the  found  of 
the  explofion,  others  reprefented  the  geftures 
of  a  perfon  whp  takes  aim  to  fire,  and  every 
one  aded  a  part  in  the  pantomime.  This 
feftive  fcene  continued  the  whole  night ;  and 
thus  ended  a  day  which  had  threatened  to  be 
tragical  and  bloody. 

The  Kabobiquas  have  neither  the  flat  nof* 
nor  plump  cheeks  pf  the  Hottentots.  Their 
(kin  alfo  has  not  that  baftard  colour,  which, 
being  neither  black  nor  white,  renders  them 
odious  to  both  races ;  nor  do  they  befmear 
their  bodies  with  thofe  difgufting  fa*  fub- 
fiances,  on  account  of  which  one  cannot  ap- 
proach them  without  being  bedaubed  with 
their  filth,  or  acquiring  an  offenfive  fmcll.  la 
ftature  they  are  as  tall  as  the  Cafires,  and  their 
colour  is  equally  black. 

I  drew  a  portrait  of  one  of  thefe  favages  in 
all  his  glory  ;  that  is  to  fay,  tattooed,  covered 
with  his  trinkets  and  ornaments,  and  armed 
from  head  to  foot,  as  on  the  day  of  battle. 

He  yielded  to  my  defire  with  much  com- 
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fc>iaifaftce ;  but  I  confefs  that,  when  I  faw  him 
fenter  my  tent  with  hid  quiver  at  his  back,  his 
buckler  on  his  arm,  and  his  body  nobly  orna- 
mented with  a  long  mantle  Which  fwept  the 
ground,  and  when  he  fternly  refted  on  his 
lance,  with  his  head  elevated,  and  a  determined 
look,  I  was  ftrUck  with  his  martial  air  and  his 
dignified  appearance. 

He  feveral  times  interrupted  my  work  to  ad- 
mire it ;  while  1^  tranfported  in  imagination  to 
the  rembteft  peri&ds,  and  to  countries  fituated 
under  the  fame  latitude  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  equator*  feemed  to  behold  a  Jugurtha  or  a 
Syphax  iti  arms,  marchtilg  to  combat  in  the 
deferts  of  Numidia,  in  defence  of  his  kingdom 
againft  the  Romans.  In  writing  my  notes, 
therefore,  every  time  I  had  occafion  to  fpeak  of 
this  warrior,  I  always  mentioned  him  under 
the  name  of  my  Jugurtha. 

.  The  hair  of  this  tribe,  which  is  exceedingly 
fliort  and  much  Curled,  is  ornamented  with 
fmall  copper  buttons,  arranged  with  great  art 
and  fymmetry*  Inftead  of  that  apron  made 
of  a  jackal's  ikin,  employed  by  the  Hcttentot 
to  cover  what  modefty  bids  him  conceal,  the 
Kabobiquas  ufe  a  round  piece  of  leather,  the 
G  2  edge 
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edge  of  which  is  ornamented  wkh  a  final!  in- 
dented circle  of  copper,  and  which  is  divided 
into  different  compartments,  by  rows  of  glafc 
beads  of  various  colours,  all  proceeding  from 
the  centre,  and  diverging  towards  the  circum- 
ference, like  the  rays  in  our  images  of  the 
fun. 

This  kind  of  veil  is  made  faft  to  the  groin 
by  means  of  a  girdle  j  but,  as  it  is  only  four 
inches  in  diameter,  as  it  is  deranged  by  the 
fmalleft  movement,,and  as  they  give  themfelves 
little  uneafinefs  refpe&ing  fuch  accidents,  it  is 
very  ill  fuited  to  the  purpofe  for  which  it  is 
applied.  During  the  great  heats,  this  fnjall 
and  almoft  ufelefs  apron  is  the  only  covering 
on  their  bodies-  Its  being  fo  readily  di%fcced 
enabled  me  to  afcertain  that  they  do  not  prac- 
tice circumciiion ;  but  it  feeme^  to  fhow  alfo 
that,  in  regard  to  modefty,  their  ideas  are  very 
different  from  our?.. 

Though  they  go  thus- almoft  entirely  naked* 
their  manners,  inftead  of  being  licentious,  are 
remarkably  chafte.  No  females  can  be  more 
prudent  or  more  referved  than  th^ir  women  ;< 
and  when  I  compared  them  with  *thofe  of  the 
Greater  Nimiquas,  who  feemed  fo  forward 
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and  fo  condefcending,  I  could,  fcarccly  believe 
that  fo  great  a  difference  could  exift  tit  fo  fmall 
a  diftance. 

My  people,  accuftomed  to  the  familiarity  of 
the  latter,  were  difpleafed  with  this  feverity ; 
and  the  facrifice  they  were  obliged  to  make  on 
that  account  feemed  the  more  painful,  as  the 
Kabobiqua  women  were  much  prettier  even 
thtm  the  Nimiquas. 

Young  girls,  who  in  genera!  among  fa- 
vages  liave  not  the  fame  decency  of  conduct 
as  their  mothers,  becaufe,  not  being  under  the 
fame  obligations,  they  enjoy  more  liberty,  were 
here  equally  modeft  and  referved.  They 
fhowed,  indeed,  that  fportivenefs  peculiar  to 
their  age,  and  which  added  to  their  charms; 
but  it  vas  the  fportivenefs  of  innocence^  When 
the  dance  was  finifhed,  and  their  parents  re- 
tired to  the  kraal,  they  all  fet  out  along  with 
them,  not  one  even  remaining  behind  in  my 
samp. 

Whether  from  refinement  of  coquetry,  or 
the  efFe&  of  prudence,  the  Kabobiqua  women 
do  not  tattoo  their  faces  like  their  hufbands 
and  fathers.  They  do  not  even  follow  their 
example,  in  ornamenting  their  hair  with  cop- 
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per  buttons  j  and  they  always  go  bare-legged^ 
though  moft  of  them  wear  fandals. 

Their  drefs  confifts  of  an  apron  that  reaches 
only  half  down  the  thigh;  a  krofs  \^hich,  paff* 
.  ing  under  the  arm-pits,  is  tied  on  the  breaft  j 
and  a  long  mantle  like  that  of  the  men.    • 

The  mantle  is  made  of  fkins  not  deprived 
of  the  hair;  and  the.  krofs ,  of  tanned  leather 
prepared  like  that  ufed  for  gloves  in  Europe. 

With  regard  tp  glafs  beads,  they  wear  them 
as  bracelets.  They  form  them  alfo  into  neck- 
laces, which  defcend  in  different  rows  to  the 
pit  of  the  ftomach ;  and  they  fufpend  from 
their  girdles  feveral  firings  of  theni,  which  fall 
down  their  thighs  below  the  apron. 

Thefe  ornaments  being  very  durable,  the 
habit  of  feeing  them  renders  the  women  al- 
moft  indifferent  to  the  pleafure  of  poflefling 
them.  Thofe  they  procured  from  me  afforded 
at  firft  great  fatisfadtion,  on  account  of  their 
novelty.  But  when  I  fhewed  them  fciffars 
and  needles,  they  gave  the  preference  tp  thefe 
articles  ;  and  this  choice  does  honour  to  the 
good  fenfe  of  the  Kabobujua  ladies.  L^ke 
their  chief,  they  fet  a  higher  value  on  utility 
than  ornament. 

i        '  ■  To. 
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To  give  them  needles,  however,  was  not 
fufficient ;  it  was  rieceffary  to  teach  them  alfo 
to  ufe  them.  I  rendered  them  that  fervice 
Hkewife;  and  they  foon  became, fo  expert  as 
to  join  together  tolerably  well  two  pieces  of 
fkin.  For  this,  operation,  they  employed  a 
fmall  thread  of  gut  made  in  the  horde;  and 
the  procefs  i  taught  them  appeared  more  ex- 
•  peditious,  ftronger,  and  neater,  than  that  ufed 
in  fuch  cafes  by  the  favages,  which  confifts  in 
boring  the  fkin  with  ^a  fpike  or  fharp-pointed 
bone,  and  putting  the  thread  through  the 
holes. 

Since  I  returned  from  my  travels,  I  have 
never  feen  a  wotfran  few  without  thinking  of 
my  Kabobiquas;  but,  on  maturer  refle&ion,  I 
am  forry  that  I  made  them  acquainted  with  an 
art  which,  as  they  will  not  have  it  long  in  their 
power  topra&ife  it,  mull  he  a  fource  to  them 
only  of  regret. 

When,' during  my  firft  journey,  I  taught  the 
Caffres  to  form  a  pair  of  forge-bellows,  that 
which  I  made  for  them  would  at  le^ft  ferve  as 
a  ftiode1.,.  and  they  were  in  pofTeffion  of  every 
thing  neceflary  to  enable  them  to  conftru£t 
Others.  But  the  cafe  was  not  the  fame  with 
G  4  my 
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my  Kabobiquas.  Their  needles  would  foot* 
be  broken  and  uoferviceahle,  like  the  razor  ojf 
the  chief;  and  their  chf  grin  would  be  increafed 
by  the  imppffibilky  of  renewing  them.  If  the 
knowledge  of  a  new  art  affords  by  its  advan- 
tages new  enjoyments,  it  Qcc^fions  alfo  new 
wants;  and  to  teach  it  to, a  people,  without 
fecuring  to  them  the  mesois  of  exercifing  }t, 
is  making  them  a  very  bad  prefen^ 

I  fhould  in  like  manner  have  much' to.. re- 
proach myfelf  wi$h,  had  I  beep  the  firft  perfoR 
who  made  the  Kabobiquas  acquainted  with 
tobacco  and  fpirits.  But,  before  my  arrival 
among  them,  they  ufed  the  former,  whiclj 
they  received,  in  exchange  for  cattle,  from 
the  Nimiqu*  tribes^  their  r^eighbpurs,  to  whom 
it  was  conveyed  from  the  Cape,  by  pafling 
throqgh  various  hands  ii*  commerce.  A$ 
this  traffic,  however,  did  not  take  plac$  but 
under  certain  circumftances,  tobacco  was  01^ 
that  account  exceedingly  fcarce,  and  a  luxury 
which  they  could  feldpnxenjay.  However, 
being  often  deprived  of  it,  they  can  eafily  bear 
the  want ;  and  fa  indifferent  are  they  upen 
the  fubjeft,  that,  if  it  were  not  brought  to  thejp, 
they  would  not  go  a  ftep.to  procure  it, 
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This  indifference  for  an  article,  which  I  ha4 
feen  eagerly  fought  for  by  all  favage  nations, 
and  which  was  confidered  by  them  as  an  exqui-t 
fite  enjoyment  feeraed to  {hew,  as  well  as 
many  other  circumftances  already  mentioned, 
that  there  were  traits  in  the  character  of  thefe 
people  which  diftifljguifhed  them  from  others. 
TThe  cafe  was  the  fame  as  to  ftrong  liquors,  on 
which  they  fet  no  great  value  j  and  though 
there  were  among  them  fome  few  individuals 
difpofed  ta  relifh  them,  the  greater  number 
abfolutely  refufed  them. 

If  the  contents  of  my  flaiks  gave  them  fit- 
%te  fatisfa&ion,  they  were,  however,'  much 
captivated  with  theflaiks  thcmfelves.  Thefe 
tranfparent  bortles  excited  their  admiration  in 
the  higheft  degree.  They  called  them  /olid 
water ;  for,  not  with  (landing  the  hfcat  of  the 
climate,  thefe  favages  had  feen  ice  on  the  fum- 
mits  of  the  mountains  by  which  they  are  fur- 
.rounded  ;  $nd  they  entertained  no  doubt  that 
the  glafs  of  my  flafks  was  water,  which  1  had 
rendered  folid  by  magic,  and  which  I  prevent- 
ed thei*  fires  from  melting.  As  it  was  impof- 
fible  for  me  to  explain  this  matter,  I  did  not 
attempt  to  undeceive  them  :  and  befid.es,  with 
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what  advantage  would  it  have  been  attended  ? 
I  fuffered  them,  therefore,  to  continue  in  their 
error,  and  contented  myfelf  with  conferring 
on  them  an  obligation,  by  giving  them  all  the 
empty  bottles  for  which  I  had  no  ufe. 

On  their  part,  they  vied  with  each  other  ir* 
{hewing  their  generofity  towards  me ;  and  t 
muft  indeed  allow,  that  I  never  faw  a  nation  fo 
difinterefted.  Every  night  they  brought  to  my 
camp  3  confiderabfc  quantity  of  milk ;  and 
they  never  came  to  fpend  the  evening  with 
my  people,  without  bringing  fome  fheep  to  re-» 
gale  them.  I  have  feen  many  of  them  give 
away  gratuitoufly,  and  without  receiving  any 
thing  in  return,  part  of  their  herds  and  their 
flocks  ;  and,  when  I  departed,  there  were  many 
perfons  in  my  caravan  who  poffefled  both 
fheep  and  oxen,'  which  they  had  received  as 
a  pure  gift. 

What  difference  between  thefe  people,  fo 
,affe£tiqnate,  fo  generous,  and  the  Greater  NimU 
quas,  who.  always  approached  me  with  a  pite- 
ous air,  holding  put  their  hands  like  mendic^nts^ 
to  afk  of  me  every  thing  they  faw  I 
.  With  this  benevolent  difpofition,  the  Kafro- 
biquas  have  alio  a  martial  character.     Their 
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weapons  are  poifoned  arrows,  and  a  lance 
with  a  long  iron  point,  but  different  from  the 
aflagay  of  the  Hottentots.  In  battle  their  de-> 
feufive  armour  confifts  of  two  bucklers;  the  one 
pf  a  fize  fufficient  to  cover  the  wholp  body  c£ 
the  combatant ;  the  other  much  fmaller.  They 
are  both  made  of  (k\m  exceedingly  thick,  an^ 
proof  againft  arrows* 

The  latter,  which  is  of  a  round  figure,  and 
from  twelve  to  fifteen  inches  in  breadth,  is 
borne  on  the  lower  part  of  the  arm  during  the 
time  of  a&ion ;  but,  when  it  becomes  ufelefs, 
they  remove  it  above  the  elbow  toward?  the 
flioulder.  It  is  ornamented  with  a  copper  tfng 
placed  round  its  circumference,  and  with  feve- 
ral  rows  of  beads  difpkyed  oyer  its  furface* 
forming  compartments  according  to  the  whin* 
pf  the  owner,  and  diftinguiflied  by  fuch  colour* 
as  are  moft  agreeable  to  his  tafte. 

By  means  of  this  variety,  the  buckler  of  each 
is  different,  and  has  no  refemblance  to  that  of 
another ;  and  as  the  individuals  of  a  tribe 
know  one  another  by  their  mode  of  tattooing, 
they  can  diftinguifh  each  other  alfo  by  the 
manner  in  which  they  blazon  their  fhields. 

*^he  courage  which  the  Kabobiquas  difplay 
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in  combat  is  particularly  exercifed  in  their 
hunting  excurfion^  and  above  all  againft 
carnivorous  animals.  Intrepid,  however,  as 
it  may  be  to  attack  the  elephant  and  the  rhino- 
ceros, thefe  fpecies  of  animals  are  not  obje&s 
of  their  vengeance ;  becaufe,  living  upon  grafs 
and  herbs,  they  have  nothing  to  apprehend 
from  them,  either  for  themfelves  or  their  cat- 
tle. But  the  tiger,  lion,  hyaena,  and  panther, 
being  enemies  of  a  different  kind,  they  declare 
againft  them  implacable  w?ir,  and  purftfe  them 
without  remiffion. 

Of  the  fpoils  of  thefe  deftru&ive  animals 
they  form'  their  bucklers,  girdles,  fandals, 
krofles,  mantles,  Sec.  They  confider  it  as  a 
mark  of  honour  to  wejir  them  ;  and  they  fet 
a  much  higher  value  upon  them  than  upon  the 
fkin  of  the  rhinoceros  or  of  the  elephant.  If 
they  fometimes  hunt  the  latter,  it  is  only  as 
ebjefts  of  food;  and  they  employ  to  catch 
them  thofe  concealed  pits,  which  are  the  ufual 
fnares  of  the  Hottentots :  but  this  method^ 
which  requires  both  patience  and  labour,  is 
very  little  fuited  to  a  people  fp  brave  and  en- 
jerprifing  as  the  Kabobiquas. 
Keen  and  refolute  hunters,  they  add  to  native 
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valout  the  utraoft  aSivity.  Nirnblfe  as  dfcei^ 
nothing  can ;  ftop  their  cour(e ;  neither  excef* 
five  fatigue,  nor  the  longeft  and  moft  difficult 
journeys.  I  have  often  hunted  in  their  com- 
pany j  and  I  always  found  them  indefatigable 
and  ready  for  every  undertaking.  But,not- 
withftaqding  all  their  fkill  and  a&ivity,  they 
were  never  able  to  bring  me  within  reach  of 
a  white  t zebra,  nor  of  a  particular  kind  of  an- 
telope, which  I  believe  to  have  been  a  gnou j 
though  Jj;  was  larger  than  the  gnous  are  in 
general*. 

Thqfe  are  the  two  fpecies  of  animals  that  are 
mpft  common  in  this  part  of  the  country.  A 
great  many  rhtnocerofes,  and  antelopes  with-  . 
oyt  number,  are  alfo  to  be  feeii ;  but,  whether 
it  be  owing  to  the  intenfe  heat  of  the  climate, 
to  the  place  being  unfuitable  to  their  nature, 
or  rather  to  the  Watit  of  food  proper  for  them, 
"no  giraffes  are  any  longer  to  be  found  hi  it. 

As  the  JCabobiquas  poflefs  fo  bold  and  re* 
folute  a  chara&er,  one  might  be  induced  to 
believe  that  they  are  ferocious  and  intfa&abta 
Among  all  the  African  nations,  however,  which 
I  have  vifited,  I  never  knew  one  that  fo  mu'ch 
pfa&ifed  obedience  and  fubordination. 
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The  chief  here  i*  not,  as  ia  other  tribes,  4 
principal  among  his  equals ;  he  is  a  fovereigtt 
in  the  midft  of  his  fubje&s*  a  mafter  fur- 
founded  by  his  flaves.  A  word,  a  gefture,  o* 
a  look,  is  fufficient  to  procure  him  obedience:* 
Whatever  be  his  oirders,  they  are  never  con- 
tradi&ed  j  and  the  cafe  is  the  fame  in  ever/ 
particular  family.  What  the  chief  is  to  the 
horde;  the  father  is  to  his  children.  His  com- 
mands are  abfblute  *  and  -  he  exereifes  i£gal 
power  at  home,  while  he  obfeys  elfewhere; 

Though  the  tribe  was  very  numerous,-  thg 
wifdom  with  which  it  was  ruled*  attd  thd 
good  .  ordef  that  prevailed  around  me*;  an- 
nounced, in  the  man  by  whom  it  was  go* 
verned,  an  intelligence  fupefior  to  that  of  AH 
the  favages  I  had  before  feen ;  and  I  knew 
not  a  fingle  individual,  fexcept  old  Haabas, 
that  Neftor  of  the  Gonaqtfa  nation,  who  could 
be  •  compared  to  him.  As  I  conceived  for7 
liim  a  very  high  efteem,  it  was  a  fource  to 
me  of  real  pain  that  I  was  unacquainted  with 
his  language,  and  therefore  not  able  freely  to 
interrogate  him  refpe&ing  a  thoufarid  o6je#s 
which  it  would  have  been  highly  gratifying 
to  me  to  know. 

His 
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His  habitation  W&s  ftiited  to  his  fiipreme 
dignity.  It  was,  indeed,  a  hut  only,  lite  thefe 
of  his  fubje&s,  and,  like  thetti,  covered  with 
the  fkins  of  animals  ;  but  it  was  much  larger, 
as  well  as  more  elevated ;  and  around  it  were 
fix  others,  occupied  by  his  family  and  de& 
tined  for  them  alone* 

The  teWral  drynefs^  of  the  cpuntty  ioha-* 
•b#ed  by  the  K^bpbiqu&s  obliges  them  to .  dig 
wells,  for  rtheir  own  ufe  as  vfell  as  fpr  ftheif  eat-* 
tie;  but-  as  the  faipQ  caufe  often,  dries  up 
-thefe  wells,  they  are  then  forced  to  remove, 
and  to  feek  eHewhere  a  foil  more  abundant 
in.  fprings  j  for  Fifh- River,  though  qonfider- 
able  in  the  rainy  feafoh,  is  often  during  the 
great  heats  entirely  deftitute  of  water  < 

The  long  journeys,  which  thefe  too  frequent 
emigrations  compel  them  to  undertake,  and 
the  intercourfe  which  they  thence  have  with 
xrtber  nations,  muft  neceflarily  infpire  them 
with  ideas  unknown  to  the  fettled  tribes  j  and 
it  would  not  be  unnatural  to  fuppofe,  that  to 
this  extenfion  of  ideas  are  they  indebted  for 
that  fuperiority  of  intelligence  which  elevates 
them  above  their  neighbours :  but  I  have  al- 
ready fpoken  of  a  nation,  who,  like  them>  being 
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forced  tb  dig  wells -9  aftd  to  become  wkndefeity 
have  remained^  ncVerthelefs,  in  the  inferiority 
bf  thfe  favage  ftate*  Nature,  perhaps,  who 
lias  bellowed  ttpori  the  Kabobiquas  bodies 
more  agile;  and  a  more  intrepid  character* 
may  have  endowed  them  alfo  with  fuperirir 
initidS. 

To  the  Kabobiqtias  t  drti  indebted  for  my 
knoifrledgfe  bf  the  place  where  Orahge-River 
had  its  fottrttf.  I  imagined  that  this  river 
fcinife  ftorti  the  fcehtted  iiibufitainfc;  biit  the^ 
informed  me,  that,  though  in  its  prbgrefs  k 
feemed  to  approach  therti,  if  tbbk  its  rife  at  a 
great  diftahce  in  the  mountains  fituated  far* 
thtr  tb  the  north-eaft,  and  that  it  did  not 
feach  the  former  till  after  a  winding  courf* 
of  confiderable  length; 

in  cbnfequence  of  one  of  their  emigrations* 
they  hid  fortneriy  fettled  on  its  banks,  fixty 
leagues  from  the  deftrt  which  they  now  inha«*  ■ 
bited ;  but  being  molgfted  by  the  Houzotianas,  > 
and  difappointed  by  the  drought,  they  had  're- 
moved from  itj  and  came  to  encamp  again  itt 
the  fpot  tohere  I  found  them; 
'     Of  all  the  African  nations,  they  are  the 
only  people  among  whoto  I  found  any  idea* 
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lidftgifer  fcdnfufed  a  one*  of  the  ekiftence  of  si 
deity,  I  do  not  know  whether  it  be  from 
their  own  refl$&idn,  or  the  communications 
of  Qther  bribes*  that  they  have  acquired  this 
fufyUnjp .  knowledge,  which  would  alone  bring 
them  near  to  a  level  with  polifhed  nations; 
but  thgy  believe,  as. far  as  I  have  been  able 
to.le^m  from  my,  people,  that  beyond  the 
ftars  jhertf  exifts  a  fupreme  being,  who  made 
and  whp.governs  all  things. 
..  I  juuft  however  obfervej  that  on  this  fub- 
je£t  their  ideas  are  vague,  barren*  and  mipro* 
du^iver  They  have  no  conception  of  the 
future  evidence  of  the  foul,  or  of  rewards  and 
puniftu'nents  in  another  life ;  in  fhort,  they 
have  neither  worfhip,  facrifices,  ceremonies* 
nor  pri^fts,  and  are  total  ftrangers  to  what  we 
call  religion. 

1  #m  well  aware*  that  Kjplben  advances  a 
very  different  opinion  refpe&ing  thefe  Afri- 
cans ;  but  I  haye  already  given  my  fentiments 
of  that  author.  I  will  however  acknow- 
ledge* that  Kolben  does  not  al\yays  deviate 
from  the  truth,  and  that  his  falfehoodfr  even 
are  founded  upon  fa<5ts,  which  he  h^s  wilfully 
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mifreprefented,.  or  adopted  without  fufficlent 
examination. 

He  has  been  vaguely  told,  that  there  are 
fome  tribes  among  whom  '  circumcifion  as 
ufual,  and  that  there  are  others  who  deprive 
their  males  of  one  tefticle.  On  this  authority 
he  affirms,  that  all  the  different  Hottentot 
hordes  are  circumcifed ;  and  he  defcribes,  in 
the  moft  minute  manner,  and  as  an  eye- wit- 
nefs,  their  manner  of  femi-caftration,  though 
he  never ,  went  beyond  the  boundaries  of  the 
Cape. 

It  is  natural  that  a  father  fhoyld  difpofe  of 
his  children,  and  that  he  fhould  himfelf 
perform  the  ceremony  of  their  marriage,  if 
the  cuftom  of  the  country  admits  of  a  cere- 
mony. With  Kolben  this  fimple  practice  is 
converted  into  a  branch  of  religion,  a  facYifice, 
a  fuperftitious  dajpice,  an  object  of  forcery,  &c. 
There  is  a  high  prieft,  who,  being  entrufted 
with  the  bufinefs  of  circumcifion,  of  femi-caf- 
tration, and  all  the  religious  cuftoms,  alfo  gives 
his  benedidion  to  marriage ;  and  who,  always 
mafter  of  an  evacuation  which  unqueftionably 
is  lefs  fubjeft  to  our  will  than  fovereign  over 
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itj  finifhes  the  ceremony  by  pouring  on  the 
married  couple  a  copious  difcharge  of  urine. 

In  the  time  of  that  author,  the  Kabobiquas 
were   not  known  At  the  Cape,  and  I  believe 
myfelf  td  be  the  firft  perfon  by  whom  their 
name  has  been  mentioned  :   but  it  is  not  im-. 
poffible  that  he  may  have  been  told  of  fome 
Jribes,  who,  more  courageous  than  others,  or 
more  expofed  to  the  attacks  of  ravenous  ani- 
mals, made  it  a  rule  to  combat  them,  and,  like 
the  Kabobiquas,  confidered  it  as  an  honour 
to  wear  their  fpoils.     A  fad:  fo  iimple,  in  his 
opinion,  would  not  have  made  a  fufficiently 
brilliant  figure  in  a  relation  of  travels;  nor 
would    the  reader    have   felt    himfelf   inte- 
refted  in  an  unadorned  ftory  of  favages,  who, 
to   preferve  their  cattle,  declare  war  againft 
fuch  animals  as  are  their  enemies.     He   has, 
therefore,  embelliftied  the   narrative   of  this 
hunting,  and  converted  it  into  an  order  of 
chivalry,  to  which  no  one  is  admitted   but 
with  particular  ceremonies,  performed  by  the 
high  pried,  and  until  he  has  given  convincing 
proofs  of  his  prowefs.    But  I   have  infifted 
too  long  on  improbable  falfehoods.  and  abfurd 
Hz  fables, 
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fables,  and  (hall  return,  therefore,  to  my  Ka^ 
bobiquas. 

Having  procured  every  information  in  my 
power  refpe&ing  thefe  people,  and  added  to 
my  colle<£tion  the  birds  found  in  their  3iftri&j 
I  was  unwilling  any  longer  to  fatigue  my 
horfes  in  purfuing,  to  no  purpofe,*  animals, 
which  would  not  fuflfer  me  to  approach 
them.  I  refolved,  therefore,  to  quit  the  horde> 
and  to  vifit  another,  eftablifbed  atjthe  diftance 
of  a  long  day's  journey  to  the  north- weft* 
The  chief  gave  me  guides  to  accompany  me 
thither ;  and  on  the  9th  of  February  we  re* 
fumed  our  march. 

We  purfued  our  w£y  for  fome  time  along 
yer£  narrow  paths,  which  however,  in  ail 
probability,  fhortened  our  route  j  and  at 
length,  at  the  end  of  a  defile,  we  difcovered 
a  plain  which,  extending  towards  the  weft, 
was  bounded  on  the  horizon  by  lofty  moun- 
tains, the  bottoms  of  which  were  covered  witk 
wood. 

The  verdure  of  thefe  forefts  gave  me  rea- 

fon    to   fuppofe   that  they  were  watered  by 

,  fome  rivfer  ^  and  they  reminded  me  of  the  de- 
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lightful  borders  of  Fi(h-River ,  where  I  had 
fojourned  with  fo  much  pleafure.  I  flattered 
myfelf  that  I  fhould  in  like  manner  find  there 
provifions  in  abundance  for  my  company, 
new  plants  and  animals  to  increafe  my  col- 
le&iops,  and  obje&«  with  which  I  was  unac- 
quainted to  gratify  my  curiotity.  Accordingly 
I  gave  orders  to  my  people  to  dire£t  their 
courfe  towards,  that  quarter;  and,  though 
it  was  lengthening  our  way,  we  proceeded 
along  the  plain. 

We  had  marched  three  hours,  expofed  to  the 
fcorching  heat  of  the  fun,  when  the  horizon  ' 
became  fuddenly  darkened,  and  a  frightful  ftorm 
feemed  gathering  over  our  heads.  Long  and 
frequent  flaflties  of  lightning  darted  between 
the  clouds;  the  thunder  roared  in  a  moft 
awful  manner ;  and  our  animals "  by  their 
perturbed  and  reftlefs  movements  announ- 
ced that  the  tempeft  was  likely  to  be  tremen- 
dous* 

Without  lofing  time,  my  oxen  were  un- 
loaded, my  tent  was  ere&ed,  mats  and  fkins 
were  prepared  to  afford  us  fhelter,  and  every 
one  took  a  (hare  in  the  labour.  Our  precau- 
tious, however,  were  of  no  avail  The  wind 
became  fo  impetuous  that  nothing  could  relift 
H.3-  it; 
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it ;  my  tent  was  overturned  ;  and  I  was  re- 
duced to  the  neceflky  of  covering  myfelf  with 
the  canvas,  while  my  people v  fecured  them- 
felves  in  the  beft  manner  they  could. 

The  rain  in  the  mean  time  poured  down 
in  torrents,  and  fo  great  was  the  deluge,  that 
we  might  have  fuppofed  all  Africa  about  to  be 
inundated.  The  heavens,  meanwhile,  which 
feemed  thus  to  diflblve  into  water,  appeared 
by  the  lightning  to  be  every  now  and  then 
actually  on  fire.  The  flafhes  embraced  the 
whole  atmofphere  ;  while  the  thunder,  burfting 
on  every  fide  at  once,  made  us  all  apprehend 
that  we  fhould  infallibly  become  its  vi&ims. 

I  had  feen  violent  ftorms  in  CafFraria ;  I 
was  acquainted  with  thofe  of  the  Cape,  fo  much 
dreaded  by  mariners  and  travellers  j  and  I  had 
not  forgotten  thofe  of  Surinam,  which,  for  two 
months  together,  rifing  daily  with  the  tide, 
announce  the  feafon  of  drought :  but  till  this 
period  I  had  never  beheld  one  fo  alarming  j 
and,  for  the  firft  time  in  my  life,  the  found  of 
thunder  made  me  tremble. 

It  is  true,  to  fecure  and  preferve  my  powder 
X  had  placed  it  near  me  under  the  canvafs ; 
and  while  I  feared  that  the  thunder  might 
break  over  nje,  I  feared  alfo  for  my  magazine, 

which* 
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which,  by  its  explofion,  would  have  blown  me 
up  along  with  it. 

My  terror1  on  account  of  this  double  danger 
continued  more  than  an  hour.  The  thunder 
having  at  length  ceafed,  though  the  rain  (till 
continued,  each  of  us  putting  his  head  out  from 
below  his  covering  eagerly  turned  round  his 
eyes  to  fearch  for  his  neighbour ;  and,  furprifed 
to  find  the  whole  company  alive,  we  congratu- 
lated each  other  on  having  efcaped  fo  imminent 
a  peril. 

My  Kabobiqua  guides  alone  feemed  to  be 
delighted  with  the  ftorm.  Accuftomed,  as 
they  faid,  to  experience  fimilar  and  even  more 
violent  ones,  they  had,  in  general,  their  noife 
only  without  their  advantage ;  but  by  this 
their  wells  would  be  filled  with  water,  and 
frefh  pafture  would  fpring  up  for  their  cattle. 
They  confidered  it,  therefore,  as  a  bleffing ; 
and  fo  great-  was  their  joy,  that  they  had  fat 
all  the  while  quietly  expofed  to  the  rain,  with- 
out attempting  in  the  fmalleft  degree  to  ihel- 
ter  themfelves  from  it. 

All  our  cattle,  fheep,  o;xen,  ajnd  goats,  du- 
ring the  ftorm,  had  difperfed  themfelves  in 
different  quarters  over  the  plain.  Having  col- 
H  4  letted 
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le&ed  them,  and  being  defirous  to  find  a  fpot 
for  an  encampment  near  the  wood  and  flip* 
pofed  river,  I  again  purfued  my  route  j  for 
what  could  we  do  in  the  middle  of  a  plalq 
covered  with  water,  and  under  a  rain  which, 
though  in  fome  meafure  abated,  continued  ftill 
to  fall  with  violence?  Already  wet  to  the 
ikin,  Iconfidered  the  inconvenience  of  being 
foaked  a  little  longer  as  of  no  confequence. 

My  baggage,  indeed,  having  been  thot* 
roughly  drenched,  was  a  double  load  to  my 
oxen.  The  earth  too,  though  fandy/  had  re«3 
ceiyed  fp  much  rain,  that  it  could  not  abforfcj 
the  whole  of  it.  In  confequence,  it  was  every 
where  covered  with  pools ;  and  the  oxen, 
obliged  to  pafs  thefe  cavities  without  knowing 
where  they  placed  their  feet,  (tumbled  at  every 
ftep,  and  rap  the  rifk  of  being  lamed  unde$ 
their  burdens. 

When  we  arrived  at  the  edge  of  the  wood, 
the  rain  fortunately  ceafed  altogether;  and 
the  calm  which  followed  allowed  us  to  kindly 
fires  to  dry  our  baggage  and  clothes.  The. 
remainder  of  the  day,  and  even  the  night,  wer$ 
employed  in  this  bufiriefs  ;  but  we  were  feye-* 
ral  times  interrupted  by  the  crafhing  of  tree$, 
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frfiicb  ^re  heard  very  near  us.  This  noife 
was  occafioned  by  elephants,  which  we  drove 
^W»y  by  ftring  our  fufees,  and  which,  coming 
in  queft  of  pafturage  in  the  neighbourhood 
pf  my  camp,  were  breaking  the  branches  tq 
procure  themfelves  food. 

Next  morning,  when  day  appeared,  I  faw 
in  the  plain,  on  an  extent  of  fcarcely  half  a 
Jeagug,  more  than  a  hundred  of  thefe  animal* 
polle&ed  together.  They  perceived  us  as 
diftin&ly  as  we  perceived  them;  but  they, 
peverthelefs,  appeared  not  to  be  in  the  lea$ 
ftartied.  • 

At  thi$  fight  my  hunters  ^rere  tranfported 
with  joy.  They  immediately  got  ready  their 
arms,  and  were  magnifying,  in  imagina- 
tion, the  ivory  with  which  this  wonderful, 
hunt  was  to  fupply  them.  For  ray  part,  being 
»o  longer  a  novice,  the  eagernefs  I  had  formerly 
felt  was  gone*  Satiated  in  fome  degree  with 
thisamufetaerit,Ididnpt  forget  the  dangers  with 
which  it  is  almoft  always  accompanied.  The 
inconvenience,  befides,  of  tranfportug  with- 
out 9.  waggon  the  teeth  of  thefe  aninals,  in*- 
(pired  !n»e  With  ilo  g#at  defire  pf  poffeffing 
|hem, 
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While  fuch  were  my  ideas,  a  bird  of  a  new 
fpecies  would  have  appeared  more  valuable  to 
me  than  a  dozen  elephants.    .1  began,  there* 
fore,  to  traverfe  the  foreft  ;  and  I  Jiad  the  fatifc 
fad  ton  to  kill  two  charming  animals  of , the 
feathered  race,  a,  male  and  a  female.     They 
confiderably  refemble  the  fpecies  of  the  ring- 
dove, though  the   difference  is   fufficient,  in 
my  opinion,  to  entitle  them  to  a  feparate  clafs, 
as  they  have  a  bill  much  larger  than  pigeons  in 
general.     Their  claws  are  alfo.  more  hooked, 
and  their  toes  broader  and  flatter.     In  fhort, 
the  mod  beautiful   colours    ornament   their 
plumage,  which,  on  the  body,  is,  in  general, 
of  a  brilliant  green.    The  feathers  of  the  wings 
are  bordered  with  an  elegant  jonquille  yellow, 
which  is  alfo  the  colour  of  the  belly  of  the 
male.     On  the  top  of  each  wing  is  a  large 
violet  fpot ;    and  the  feet  of  both  are  red. 
This  charming  fpecies,  entirely  new,  will  form 
a  part  of  my  ornithology,  in  which  I  (hall  give 
figures  of  them  both- 

The  fkirt  of  wood  near  which  I  had  en- 
camped lay  in  a  diredion  N.  £  W.  which  was 
that  of  my  route  ;  and,  by  keeping  along  the 
edge  of  it,  I  knew  I  fhould  arrive  at  the  horde 
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I  intended  to  vifit.  After  marching  fomc 
hours,  we  found  ourfelves,  however,  flopped 
by  a  torrent,  which,  falling  from  the  moun- 
tains, had  been  prodigioufly  fwelied  by  the 
rain  of  the  late  ftorm ;  and,  as  it  was  neceflarjr 
to  wait  till  it  fhould  fubfide  and  become  ford^ 
able,  I  was  obliged  to  encamp  on  its  banks. 
The  place  was  agreeable ;  and  I  found  in  it 
birds  of  various  kinds,  which  made  me  fujfir 
jpient  amends  for  the  uneafinefs  occafioned  by 
the  delay. 

Klaas,  who  by  long  pradice  had  hepome  a 
naturalift,  and  who  knew  as  well  aa  I  what  my 
colle&ion  contained,  and  what  would  be  new 
in  it,  exerted  himfelf  with  indefatigable  ar- 
dour to  augment  it.  He  killed  and  brought 
to  me  a  magnificent  bird  with  which  I  was 
entirely  unacquainted,  and  which  exhibited 
chara&eriftics  fo  confufed  that  I  was  at  a  loft 
how  to  s lafs  it. 

On  the  firft  view  I  lhould  have  taken  it  for 
a  cuckoo ;  but,  though  it  had  fome  relation  to 
that  genus,  it  did  not  in  reality  belong  to  it ; 
for  its  fpet  were  ftronger,  and  its  claws  more 
hooked  and  notched:  befides,  Klaas,  before 
he  fired,  faw  it  hook  itfelf  to  the  trunk  of  a 

tree, 
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tree,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  wood-peckeF, 
and,  like  the  wood-pecker  alfo,  ftrike  its  bill 
pgainft  the  bark. 

.  Its  claws  and  toes  are  abfolutely  the  fame, 
;and  divided  precifely  as  are  thofe  of  that  bird  ; 
but  its  tail  is  not  capable  of  fupporting  it,  as 
is  the  cafe  with  the  tail  of  the  wood-pecker.  It 
idoes  not,  therefore,  climb,  but  fqpports  itfelf 
merely  by  hooking  its  claws  in  the  bark  of 
trees,  on  which  it  feeks  for  it6  food.  It  has  a 
large  crooked  bill,  and  is,  in  fhprt,  oiie  of 
fhofe  fpecies  which  (how  the  deficiency  of  our 
fyftems  of  ornithology.  I  (hall  not  omit  this 
beautiful  bird  int  my  defgriptions. 

The  fwell  of  the  torrent  did  not  continue 
longer  than  twenty- four  hours,  and  the  fe- 
cond  day  I  was  able  to  crofs  it  without  wetting 
my  feet.  We'  were  now  only  three  league^ 
from-  the  horde,  and  fome  of  the  people  frhQ 
compofed  it,  having  at  a  diftance  obferved 
my  camp,  appro&ched  towards  us  to  recon- 
noitre it. 

As  they  fopn  diftinguiflied  my  Kabobiqua 
guides,  their  neighbours  and  friends,  they  ad- 
vanced to  pay  me  a  vifit.  I  infpired  them 
with  a  favourable  opinion  of  me  by  a  few  pre- 
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feats ;  and  I.ga^e  them  for  their  thief  a  fmall 
portion  of  tobacco,  defiring  them  to  inform 
him,  that  I  intended  to  pay  my  refpe&s  to  him 
in  perfon,  an^  that  »ext  morning  J  would  bf 
at  the  kraal  with  my  whole  company*  We 
were  not  able,  however,  to  fet  out  till  after 
dinner,  becaufe  the  oxen  I  had  purchafed  at 
the  laft  horde  had  returned  thither  during  the 
night,  and.it  was  neceflafy  to  difpatch  foqae  of 
my  people  to  bring  them  back, 

m  The  chief,  accompanied  by  his  whole  hordef 
eame  two-thirds  of  the  way  to  meet  me ;  and 
I  found  him  waiting  my  arrival  on  the  banks 
of  a  rivulet.  As  my  appearance  excited  among 
this  horde  the  fame  eagernefs,  the  fame  fur- 
prife,  aftd  the  fame  cuiiofity,  as  among  the 
horde  I  had  quitted,  I  fhall  not  repeat  what  I 
have  fai4  already.  It  confifted  alfo  of  Kabobi- 
quas  j  and  confequently  their  manners,  cuftoms, 
arms,  and  charadter,  were  the  fame. 

The  only  difference  I  obferved  was,  that  in 
the  former  the  men  only. wore  fandals ;  but 
in  this  horde  they  were  worn  by  every  body ; 
men,  women,  and  children.  This  cuftom, 
however,  does  not  proceed  either  from  luxury 
or  effeminacy,  but  from  an  indiipenfible  4nd 
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neccflary  precaution,  impofed  by  the  rocky  ria* 
tttfe  of  their  country*  aiid  by  the  mimofas  with 
which  it  is  covered*  This  tree  bears  a  great 
number  of  prickles,  fo  that  the  earth  around 
it  is  always  ftrewed  with  them;  and  it  id 
to  prevent  their  feet  from  being  wounded 
by  them  that  they  habituate  themfelves  to  the 
ufe  of  fandate. 

Afc  every  novelty  in  drefs  among  ftraiigers 
appears  almoft  always  ridiculous,  my  people, 
accuftomed  to  go  barefooted,  confidered  this  as 
altogether  lingular;,  and,  to  diftinguifh  the  ntvt 
horde  from  all  thofe  we  had  before  feett,  they 
called  them  the  horde  of  the  fandal- bearers.  - 

Lefs  numerous  than  the  former,'  it  confided 
only  of  two  hundred  individuals.  They  had' 
alfo  fewer  cattle  ;  both  becaufe  the  foil,  on  ao 
count  of  its  poverty,  afforded  little  paftufage, 
and  becaufe  the  Houzouanas  made  frequent  in- 
curfions  into  their  territory  to  plunder  them. 
Not  long  before  my  arrival,  they  had  carried 
off  thirty  oxen;  and,  though  the  chief  had 
armed  all  his  people  to  endeavour  to  recover 
them,  he  had  been  able  to  retake  only  fix ; 
and  thefe  even  were  fo  feverely  wounded  with 
arrows  and  aflagays,  that  it  was  neceffary  to 
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kill  them  on  the  (pot,  and  to  carry  them  td 
the  kraal  in  pieces  for  provifion. 

Notwithftanding  their  poverty,  thefe  favaged 
difplayed  the  difintereftednefs  and  generofity 
peculiar  to  their  nation.  Though  I  had  diftri- 
huted  among  them,  in  prefents,  only  a  few 
paltry  articles,  they  bfottght  every  evening  to 
my  camp  a  confiderable  quantity  of  milk* 
During  the  time  I  fpent  among  them,  which 
was  eight  days  (becaufe,  the  tfiimofas  being  in 
full  bloffom,  I  found  thereon  many  infe&s  and 
birds),  foriie  followed  me'  to  the  chace  with  a 
view  of  rendering  me  any  little  fervice  in  their 
power,  and  others  ran  every  where  about  the 
neighbourhood  to  procure  me  infe&s.  On 
my  part,  I  made  it  my  duty  and  a  pleafure 
to  oblige  them.  My  markfmen  went  out 
to  hunt  for  them  rhinocerofes  and  elephants  j 
and  though  they  were  not  able,  during  my 
whole  ftay,  to  get  near  one  of  thefe  fhy 
animals,  they  killed  nearly  a  fcore  of  ante- 
lopes, and  feveral  buffaloes,  the  greater  part  of 
which  were  given  up  to  the  horde.  The  buf- 
faloes were  exa£Uy  of  the  fame  kind  as  thofe 
we  had  killed  on  the  eaftern  coaft.     They 
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iwrere  only  much  larger  i  kit  their  flefh  being 
leaner  was  left  delicate. 
.  'My  own^  excurfions  alfo  proved  fuqcefsful  j 
and  I  found  for  my  colle&ion  two  rare  fpeciea 
of  birds.  Oiie  of  them  was  the  roller  >  known 
lihder  the  name  of  the  Senegal  roller  j  the 
other  the  rofe-coloured  bee-eater,  called  thd 
Nubian  bee- eater*  %  By  adding  to  the  denomi- 
nation of  thefe  birds  the  name  of  the  country 
where  they  are  found,  natufalifts,  doubtlefs, 
did  not  mean  to  affert  that  they  exift  no  where 
elfe ;  but  it  *was  there  probably  they  were 
firft  difcovered,  though,  like  many  Others 
which  bear  the  names  of  countries,  they  vnvf 
be  met  with  in  a  different  part  of  the  globe. 

Buffaloes  were  fo  common  in  this  di&tiQ^ 
that  they  came  and  fed  quietly  at  a  little  dif* 
tance  from  my  camp  \  but,  when  we  attempted 
to  approach  them,  they  betook  themfelves  to 
flight,*  and  retired  to  the  woods.  This  fufpi* 
cious  and  haggard  animal  carefully  avoids  dan- 
ger, and  it  is  only  when  attacked  and  obliged  to 
defend  himfelf  that  he  feems  to  be  fenfible  of 
the  immenfe  ftrength  which  nature  has  be* 
flowed  upon  him. 
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With  regard  to  girafles,  none  now*  exift 
in  this  diftrid,  or  in  thofe  I  bad  quitted.  A 
few  old  men,  however,  .affured  me  thai  in  their 
youth  they  had  feen  fotne  here ;'  and,  from  the 
defcription  they  gave*  of  them,  it  appeared  as 
if  they  fpoke  truth.  I  do  not  know  why  the 
cafe  is  different  at  prefent ;  but  I  conclude  from 
the  circumftance,  that,  if  there  are  animals 
which  occupy  a  great  latitude  •  of  country, 
there  are  others  that  can  live  only  in*  a  very 
narrow  zone.  *.    * 

What  principally  engaged  the  attention  of 
my  Kabohiqua  horde  was  a  dread  of  -the  Hou- 
zouanas.  From  morning  to  night  I  heard  them 
pronounce  nothing  but  the  word  Houzouana. 
If  they  defired  my  interpreters  to  fay  any  thing 
to  me,  it  always  related  to  the  hoftilkies  or 
robberies  of  thefe  pebple. 

That  a&ive  nation,  more  dreaded  thatt  they 
©tight  to  be,  had  ari  eftahlifhment  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  about  twenty  leagues  towards  the 
north,  and  occupied  a  chain  of  mountains,  ex- 
tending from  noith  to  eaft.  As  the  barrennefs 
of  the  foil  which  they  poflefled  prevented 
them  from  forming  regular  and  numerous 
hordes,  they    divided  themfelves   m:ti   fmall 

Voir.  III.  I        *      *        bodies, 
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bodies,  more  or  left  confiderable,  according  to 
places  and  circumftances  j  and,  as  the  fame 
caufe  often  reduced  them  to  a  great  fcarcity  of 
provifions,  they  made  incurfions  into  the  terri- 
tories of  their  neighbours,  and  carried  off  their 
flocks.  Thefe  plunderers,  living  by  rapine, 
are  fo  much  feared  in  the  whole  neighbour- 
hood on  account  of  their  valour,  that  a  few  of 
them  are  fufficient  to  put  to  flight  a  whole 
horde  of  two  hundred  men  completely  armed  j 
and  if  the  party  who  have  been  robbed  follow 
them,  when  they  retire  with  their  booty,  it  is 
rather  to  allure  themfelvesof  their  retreat  than 
to.  attack  them. 

'  The  Kabobiqua  horde  itfelf,  though  be- 
longing to  a  nation  more  warlike  than  any  of 
the  other  tribes  around,  were  equally  timid 
iijL  regard  to  .the  Houzouanas.  Taught  from 
their  infancy  to  confider  them  as  formidable, 
they  thought  fefiftance  ufelefs,  and  took  no 
precautions  to  enable  them  either  to  prevent 
or  repel  their  attacks. 

They  had,  however,  recently  concluded  a 
treaty  of  peace  with  the  neareft  divifion  j  and, 
in  order  to  enfure  tranquillity,  had  engaged  to 
pay  them  annually  a  certain  number  of  cattle. 
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This  bears  fome  refemblance  to  a  commence- 
ment of  civilization ;  but  thefe  fhameful  and 
humiliating  conditions  were  broken  almoft  as 
foon  as  concluded.  The  Houzouanas  of  the 
more  diftaftt  divifions  pretended,  that  the  Ka- 
bobiquas  had  not  entered  into  the  treaty  with- 
out a  view  to  advantage ;  and  that  they  would 
confequently  continue  their  hoftilities  and  de- 
predations. Even  the  party  which  had  ac- 
cepted the  peace  was  fuppofed  to  countenance 
their  incurfions,  to  inform  them  of  the  mod 
favourable  moments,  and  to  (hare  in  the 
fruits  of  thefe  plundering  expeditions. 

Thus  every  thing  confpires  to  prove  what 
man  is  in  the  folitary  (late,  and  what  he  is 
deftined  to  become  when  he  begins  to  com- 
bine in  groupes,  and  to  feel  on  all  (ides  the  vi- 
cinity of  hiai  fellow  men. 

When,  the  chief  faw  the  effect  of  my  fufees, 
and  was  fenfible  how  far  fuch  arms  rendered  " 
me  fuperior  to  his  enemies,  he  endeavoured  to 
animate  me  againft  them,  and  to  intereft  me 
In  his  quarrel,  Defirous  of  being  acquainted 
with  and  vifiting  that  nation,  I  often  inter- 
rogated him  refpe&ing  it,  and  requefted  in- 
formation j  but  he  anfwered  all  my  queftions 
I  2  cither 
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cither  by  advice  ot  complaints,  the  vifible.  iq* 
tention  of  which  was  to  irritate  me  againft  it. 

He  apprehended,  however,   on  the  other 

hand,  that  afterwards,  when  I  fhpuld  be  gone, 

the  Houzoiianas  might  come. and  wreak  their 

vengeance  oh:  his  horde,  for  having  directed 

'  me  to  their'  refiderice,  and  armed  me  againft 

them.     Accordingly,  employing  my  interpre- 

,    ters,  fometimes  to  infpire 'me  with  an  enve- 

,  riomed  hatred" againft  thefe  plunderers^   and 

fbnietimes  td  advife  me  nc>t  to  advance  farther 

his  mind  feemed  to  be  continually  at  variance 

with  itfel£    He  Was  ignorant  that  the  difffereilt 

tribes  through*  whofe  territories  I  had  pafled 

fpoke  to 'me  of  them  with  the  fame  terror,  and 

that' all*  his 'difcburfe  produced  no  other  effeft 

than  to'  increafe  my  defire  of  knowing  them. 

With  m^  k  numerous  caravan,  my  diftant 
and  frequent  hunting  exciirfions,  and  the 
multiplicity  '  dP  my  no&iurnal  fires,  I  could 
not  remairirTdng  unknown  to  fo  wandering'1 
a  people.  Ientertained  no  doubt  that,  in*  the 
courfe  of  their  roving,  they  muft  already  have 
obferved  me;  arid  that  if  thfey  had  riot  yet 
(hown  themfelves,  it  was  becaufe  the  nBife 
of  my  fire-arms,  which  refounded  night  and 
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they  would  never  venture  to  pafs  alone.  They 
Were  compelled,  therefore,  to  remain  under 
my  prote&ion,  and  by  their  exceffive  cow- 
ardice were  reduced  to  the  neceflity  of  fuffer- 
ing  themfelves  to  be  conduced  wherever  I 
might  choofe'to  lead  them.  The  cafe  was 
precisely  the  fame  with  all  their  companions. 

Each  band,  however,  came  to  notify  their 
departure ;  but,  when  they  Ought  to  have  fe~ 
parated  from  me,  none  of  them  durft  move. 
So  great  was  their  terror,  that  had  they  even 
been  advanced  on  their  journey,  leaving  the 
Houzbuanas  behind  them,  they  would  ftill 
have  been  afraid  of  beipg  attacked  by  thefe 
people. 

My  Cape  Hottentots,  though  equally  cow* 
ardty,  concealed  their  timidity  with  more  art : 
but  refpe&ing  them  I  had  other  caufes  of  ua- 
eafmefs.  Accuftomed  to  an  indolent  life  in 
the  colonies,  and  continually  regretting  the 
lofs  of  certain  conveniences  of  which  they 
found  thepifelve*  deprived,  they  were  by  no 
means  calculated  for  enduring  fatigues  flmilar 
to  thofe  which  it  was  neceflary  for  us  to  fup- 
port.  Their  health  was  affe&ed  by  the  dif- 
ference of  the  climate  into  which  they  had 
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been  removed ;  and  if  I  had  not  taken  the 
precaution  to  make  a  long  ftay  at  each  of 
the  ftations  where  I  halted,  they  would  not 
have  been  able  to  perform  the  journey,  and 
inuft  one  after  another  have  perifhed  on  the 
way. 

This  new  plan  alarmed  them  more  than  any 
preceding  one :  but,  as  they  poflefled  a  great- 
er (hare  of  acutenefs  than  their  comrades,  and 
were  confequently  fefs  free  and  open,  they 
had  addrefs^  enough  to  conceal  their  pufillani- 
mity  under  the  mofl:  fpeeious  pretence?.  To 
fpeak  to  me  of  the  Houzouanas  would  have 
been  imprudently  betraying  themfelves  ;  they 
did  not  even  fo  much  as  pronounce ,  their 
name;  but,  afte£ting  to  fhew  themfelves  good 
fathers  and  good  hufbands,  they  reminded 
me,  with  feigned  tendernefs,  of  their  wives 
and »  children,  whom  they  would  perhaps 
have  beaten  had  they  been  near  them.  They 
talked  alfo  of  their  fatigues  and  their  health  ; 
and,  above  all,  of  the  local  arid  particular  ob- 
ftacles  which  would  arife  in  the  execution  of 
my  project.  - 

Could  I  have  believed  the  people  of  the  horde, 
I  had  indeed  to  traverfe  adefert  whieh  would 

*  :  *  *  require 
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Say,  had  checked  their .  inclination  to  attack 
ine. 

What  they  were  to  the  Kabbbiquabj  I  was 
to  them;  and  this  ftate  of  terror  into  which 
they  were  thrown  gave  me*  no  little  uneafi- 
hefs ;  because,  By  keeping  them  at  a  diftance, 
it  prevented  me  from  having  an  opportunity 
of  knowing  them.  Whatever  fuperiority  the 
nature  of  my  arms  might  give  me,  I  had  no 
intention  of  abiifuig  it ;  every  fpecieS  of  in- 
fult  being  contrary  to  my  principles.  To  exe- 
tute  the  plan  of  travels  I  had  formed  required 
m?my  friends  ;  I  had  every  where  endeavour- 
ed, fo  to  a£t  as  t6  procure  them j  and  I  was 
fully  convinced  that  the  Houzouanas^fomuch 
dreaded  and  fo  much  decried^  would  be 
fequally  among  the  number.    < 

My  people,  however,  were  of1  a  different 
bpinion.  By  my  coriveffations  with  the  chief, 
they  learned  my  defign ;  for,  as  I  was  obliged 
to  eniplojr  four  different  interpreters,  it  could 
be  no  fetreti 

When  it  was  known  through  the  camp,  I 
6bferved  fymptoms  of  univerfal  alarm;,  the 
men  and  women  talked  to  each  other  with' 
apparent  uneafinefs  j  and  the  different  tribes 
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aflembjed  and  held  conferences  together.— 
Though  I  underftood  nothing  of  their  dif- 
courfe,  the  myfterious  manner  in  which  they 
conduced  themfelves,  and  the  reftlefs  air  of 
their  countenances,  announced  a  ftorm,  or,  in 
o  her  words,  that  a  confpiracy  was  on  the 
point  of  burfting  out* 

The  Nimiquas,  being  the  moft  timid,  were 
the  firft  to  explain  their  fentiments ;  and,  on 
tny  part,  I  had  realbn  to  be  glad  that  the  plot 
began  to  (hew  itfelf  by  the  declaration  of  thefe 
poltroons,  deftitute  alike  of  fpirit  and,  energy. 
They  came  to  inform  me,  that  they  would 
neither  confent  to  enter  a  country  of  which 
none  of  my  company  had   any  knowledge, 
nor  expofe  themfelves  to  the  attacks  of  a 
nation  which  every  other  nation  held  in  hor- 
ror j  and  that  they  would  confequently  leave 
me,  if  1  perfifted  in  my  refolution. 

I  made  to  their  fpeech  no  other  reply  than 
.  by  a  burft  of  laughter  j  and,  taking  them  at 
their  word,  gave  them  leave  to  depart  that 
moment,  well  aflured  that  they  had  not  the  cou- 
rage to  put  their  threat  in  execution:  becaufe, 
'  in  ofder  to  return,  they  had  to  traverfe  coun- 
tries infefted  by  the  Bofhmen,  through  which 

they 
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{he  foil,  but  even. the  gtafs  and  the  pebbles* 
This  uncommon  phenomenon  ftruek  me  too 
jnuch  not  to  be  obferved-with  attention,  and 
\t  brou^it  to  my  mind  certain  accounts  which 
I  had  formerly  read,  and  gave  rife  to  reflec- 
tions, the  refult  of  which  appeared  to  me  io- 
terefting. 

According  tQ  the  learned  traveller  Ma0elquift, 
**  there  i*  no  country  in  the  world,  if  we  ex- 
cept Poland,  that  contains  in  its  hofom  fuch 
a  large  quantity  of  commoQ  fait  as  Egypt. 
*4  The  bottom  of  the  foil  is  fcarcely  composed 
**  of  any  thing  elfe  than  mountains  of  it  •  • .  If 
*'  pits  be  dug  at  certain  diftances,  they  yield  a 
>*  reddiih  fait,  mixed  with  calcareous  earthy 
*4  called  by  the  Egyptians  of  the  prefent  day 
V  natron  •  iV.  They  confider  wells  of  frefh  water 
**  as  a  miracle . .  •  Without  the  affiftance  of  the 
€i  Nile,  Egypt  would  be  uninhabitable ;  as, 
"from  the  fame  caufe,  is  a  part  of  Eaftera 
."  Arabia... Even  the  blackeft  foil  contains 
<c  abundance  of  faline  particles  j  as  is  proved, 
every  morning  before  fun- rife,  by  the  quan- 
t  tity  of  white  fait  with  which  the  furface  of 
it  is  covered,  almoft  in  tjie  fame  manner  as 
4<  one  fees  in  Sweden,  in  the  end  of  autumn, 
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*  the  tarth  covered  with  hoar  frofti  or  a  tHiii 
u  tioat  of  fnow."     The  authtfr  adds,  "  A  fori 

*  impregnated  with. fait  muft  produce  falfugi- 
•*  nous  plants  ;  and,  indeed,. fuch  are  found  irt 
u  Egypt,  and  in  greater  number  than  in  any 

*  other  part  of  the  Levant" 

Egypt  is  fituated  on  the  north  fidfe  bi  t\\6 
tropic  df  Cancer,  and  I  found  myfelf  Hear 
that  of  Ckpticorn  j  that  is  to  fay,  at  the  fame 
diftance  from  the  equator.  What  HaflTdquift 
had  taught  me  feipe&ihg  the  northern  part  of 
Africa*  I  found  to  be  the  cafe  with  the  fouth- 
ern-uncfer  the  fame  latitude,  which  ftrucK 
me  with  aftonifhment.  I  wondered  why 
nature  prefented  fuch  an  evident  fefemblance 
in  two  countries,  diftant  almbft  twelve  hun- 
dred leagues:,  though  lying  tinder  the  fame 
parallels* 

I  am  no  chemift,  and  I  have  often  had  ocs 
cation  to  regret  i»y  deficiency  in  that  refpedL 
It  is  much  to  be  wifhed,  that  in  travellers  etrery 
branch  of  tffeful  knowledge  wefe  uriited ;  but 
each  is  generally  dire&ed  in  his  ftiidiis  by  a 
tafte  fo  predominant  as  almoft  to  exclude  every 
•other; ', and,  as  a  naturalift,  I  had  abandoned 
iriyfelf  entirely  to  the  animal  kingdonfc.  Every 
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fequire  a  joiirney  of  five  days,  ihd  in  whicfr  1 
ftould  find  no  kind  of  food  or  refrefhment, 
either  for  my  people  or  my  animals  ;  not  the 
fmalleft  trace  of  vegetation*;  not  even  vegeta- 
tive earth.  It  was  only,  they  faid,  a  vaft 
ocean  of  fand,  where  it  was  impoffible  to  move 
one  ftep  without  finking  up  to  the  "knees ; 
and  this  fand,  moveable  and  as  light  as  duftf 
was  fo  fine  that  we  fhould  run  the  rifk  of  be- 
ing fmothered  upon  occafion  of  the  lead 
wind,  if  we  did  not  perifh  by  thirft,  hunger, 
fatigue,  and  diftrefs,  before  we  had  accom- 
plifiied  half  the  way. 

This  \difcouraging  intelligence  was  con-  j 
firmed,  in  appearance,  by  the  cortdudt  of  the 
Kabobiquas  themfelves.  Notwithfjtanding  the 
requeft  of  their  chief,  notwithftanding  the 
temptation  of  the  prefents  I  offered  them,  not 
a  fingle  individual  of  the  horde  would  confent' 
to  ferve  me  as  a  guide/  This  refufal,  how- 
ever, did  not  alarm  mp.  Whatever  terrifying 
afpeft  it  wore,  I  afcribed  it  to  the  fear  with 
which  thefe  defpicable  poltroons  were  pof- 
fefled,  that,  by  confentirig,  they  fhould  certainly 
deliver  themfelves.  into  the-hands  of  the  IJdu- 
zouanas.  The  more  they  perfifted  in  repre- 
senting 
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femittg  the  country  as  extraordinary,  the  ittdftf 
was  I  inflamed  with  a  defire  of  vifiting  it.  I 
faw  there,  in  my  mind's  eye,  new  obje&s  of 
natural  hiftory,  difcoveries  of  importance  to 
commerce  ;  and  I  fuppofed  that  it  would  far- 
nifh  spe  with  details  proper  to  awaken  curio-, 
fity,  and  the  more  Angular  as  no  one  before, 
me  had  ever  had  an  opportunity  of  becom- 
ing acquainted  with  them. 

With  regard  to  the  frightful  accounts  that 
had  been,  given  me,  1  faw  nothing  in  them, 
but  exaggerated  tales,  which,  pafling  fuccef- 
lively  through  the  mouths  of  my  different  in- 
terpreters, were  enlarged  in  proportion  to  the 
fear  of  each.  And  after  all,  as  the  Houzou- 
anas  advahced  as  far  as  the  horde  to  plunder 
it,  I  might  as  well  go  to  them,  as  fuffer  them 
to  come  to  me :  there  was  no  more  danger  in 
the  one  cafe  than  in  the  other. 

I  confefs,  however,  that  what  I  had  heard 
refpeding  the  nature  of  the  foil  did  not  appear 
to  be  entirely  void  of  foundation.  In  the 
courfe  of  my  journey  to  the  habitation  of  the 
Sandal-bearers,  when  I  turned  towards  the 
wood  I  found  the  ground  fo  thickly  covered 
with  a  greytth  duft,  that  it  concealed  nc^  only 
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thing,  however,  had  fhewn  me,  without  beine 
a  chemift,  the  fame  immenfe  quantity  of  con}~ 
moq  fait  h$re  whijch  Haflelqiiift  obferyed  it| 
Egypt;  and  I  thought  even  that  I  began  to, 
find  alfo  natron-  . 

In  advancing  from  the  Cape»  1  had  conftantly 
remarked,  thai  tjie  water,  which  at  firft  was  a 
little  braokifh,  became  more  and  mpre  impress 
nat?d   with  fait  as  I  appro^che^  towards  thg^ 
equator.    Nothing  was  fa  uncpmiporj  a?,  vyg-^ 
ter  perfectly  ftyeet  jj  for'eyen  the  tqr^cQts^rc 
cpnficjerably  faltifh.     Scarcely,  ^ad  a  ppoj  bee#, 
heated  by  the  fun,  when  I  faw  formed  iropn,  it, 
a  cruft  of  hard  cryftajlized  fait.    Every  th^ng 
was  fait,  the  plants  np^  excqptqd  ;    apd  $ccoj*d- 
ing  as  the  ftru&urp  pf  their  fibres  was  moce/ 
or  lefs  favourable  to  the,  infiltration   of  f^li* 
-each  of  thpm.wfs  morp  Qvl$($  fccrid. ,  *    ...,    • 

Among  the  f^lfuginous  plants  of  Egypt  j 
Ba/felqui^  reckons  .felt-wqrtf   $nd    partic,u-. 
l^rly  feveral^indi*  of  cfyenopqdium*  and  me- 
ftmbryanthemum  f  ;  and  tfiefe  vegetables  are 
|odigenous  alfo  in  thp  fotythpqx  p^rt  of  Africa, 

*  Go*fe-fdot.  f  Pig-Vaarygold. 
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and  very  abundant,  efpecialty  in  the  country 
of  the  Kabobiquas, 

In  fine,  we  are  informed  by  all  travellers, 
that  the  Egyptians,  notwithftanding  the  falu- 
brity  of  their  climate,  are  fubjed  toblindnefs ; 
a  melancholy  infirmity,  which  rauft  be  prin- 
cipally afcribed  to  the  faline  duft  which  is  fo 
frequently  driven  into  their  eyes  by  the  wind : 
and  there  were  alio  many  blind  perfons  in  the 
countries  of  which  I  fpeak.  I  law  none  any 
where  elfe ;  whereas  all  the  inhabitants  here 
were  more  or  left  afie&ed  with  a  diforder  of 
the  eye$. 

This  ftriking  refemblance  between  two  coun- 
tries,  feparated  by  the  whole  breadth  of  the 
torrid  zone,  could  not  fail  to  excite  my  curio- 
{fry.  I  conje&ured  that  the  duft  with  which 
I  faw  the  plaid  covered  was  natron ;  I  ima- 
gined that  I  fliould  find  ftill  more  as  I  advan- 
ced farther  into  the  country;  and  the  foil 
without  vegetation,  of  which  the  Sandal-bearers 
had  fpoken,  ftrengthened  this  conje&ure,  and 
added  one  motive  more  to  thofe  I  already  felt 
for  carrying  my  intended  project  into  execution* 

The  oppofitiott  made  to  if  by  my  people 
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prefented  nothing  to  my  view  capable  of  fuf- 
pending  it,  Accuftom^d  to  their  petty  infur- 
re&kms,  I  was  no  way  intimidated;  and  I 
laughed  equally  at  the  obje&tons  and  furly  dit 
content  of  fome,  a*  at  the  cowardice  and  dole- 
fill  lamentations  of  others. 

.  For  the  moment,  I  confidcred  my  Hottentots 
only  as  children,  who  whine  and  cry  when  they 
are  feparated  from  their  nurfc.  Since  it  had 
become  a  part  of  my  plan  to  be  accompanied 
and  announced  by  the  fayages  of  one  horde 
to  thofe  of  another,  they  were  the  part  of  my 
company  with  which  I  could  beft  difpenfe* 
This  plan  was  indeed  fo  eafy  and  fo  econo- 
mical,  and  my  Cape  Hottentots  were  now  fo 
ufelefs  and  even  fo  burdenfome,  that  I  per- 
haps fhould  have  congratulated  myfelf  upon 
being  rid  of  them. 

Betides,  the  manner  in  which  I  now  travel* 
led  required  neither  fo  many  people  nor  the 
fame  preparation.  I  had  commenced  my  jour- 
ney with  waggons:  a  method  that  was  attend- 
ed with  numberlefs  inconvtniencies. 

Independently  of  accidents  and  delays,  which 

they  too  often  occasioned,  and  of  the  impofii- 

bility  of  repairing  them  in  cafe  they  fliould 

S  break, 
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brcgik,  a,  cfrnfidefable  and  fupeifiuoua  jexpene? 
was-  i^eceffary  to  iiippoft  them  and  :to  keep 
then*  iq  amotion.  They  required  a«  prqvifion 
of  tools  iaad  of  iron ;  a>  gifeat  number  of  men 
to  conduit  them  and  to  look  after  the  cattle  j 
and,  above  all,  double  relays — aaobjedt  attend* 
ed  with  much  coft,  and, extremely  difficult  to 
be  procured  j\becaufc,  at  a  certain. diftanx:e  from 
the  colonies,  it  was  not  eafy  to  find  catrie  ready 
trained,  foe  the  draught*  (I  haye^ab^ady /men- 
tioned with  how  nnjch  trouble  and  ^difficulty 
I  wis  *ibje  to  procure;*  >mong r  thei»ihfrwy 
mountains  of  Gamis,  a  xfew>  wretched;  oxen, 
which  I«foon  faw  pefifh,  on  the  road'  without 
being  of  any  ufe  to  rhet  i        ;  , 

WHen  >L  left  my  camp  oa  the  banks  of 
Orange-River,  I  had  been  particularly  aji-  , 
xious  to  be  affured  whether  it  would  be  po£* 
Able,  for  my  Carriages *  to  follow  me  in  my  fu- 
ture eourfe.  ,1  alfo  propofed  to  myfeif  to 
found,  in  fomej  meafore,  different  favage  na^ 
tiong,  to  try  their  character,  and  endeavour  to 
learn  how  far  I  could  truft  myfeif  to  them, 
and  rely  on  their  affiftaheq.  The  knowledge 
of  thefe  two  points  was  abfolutely  neceflary  to 
.enable  mejfco  continue  my  journey :  without 

*  .    ""    •    '  '  it 
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It  t  could  nope  for  no  fuccefs  ;  and  1  fhotild 
jperKaps  have  1>een  flopped  at  the  very  firft 
ftep.  . 

My  fecorid  trial  liad  anfwered  to  my  wifhes. 
"V^erevfir  \  went,  I  found  ftierids,  and  met 
with  jf  ufty  niehi  who  conduced  me  from  one 
nordfe  to  another,  and  whofe  fervice  and  aid  t 
pufchaied  for  mfere  trifles.  Firee  as  the  air,  I 
depended  on  ho  oae.  Tte  people  thus  ac- 
quitted, oppbfea  to  my  will  neither  difficulties^ 
Selay,  nor  feiiifalj  and  every  thing  deemed  to 
innouhtee  to  me  that  I  might  tsaverfe  au 
Africa. 

\  With  regard  to  my  waggons,  it  was  in  vain 
to  think  of  them.  In  proportion  as  you  ad- 
vance from  the  colonies  towards  the  tropic, 
fiie  cbiintty  become!?  more  and  more  rugged 
and  uneven.  Nothing  is  feen  on  all  fides  but 
mountains  and  rocks,  the  defiles  of  which  are 
&r  the  moft  part  as  flreep  as  precipices*  and 
consequently  impaiflable  for  wheekcarriages* 

1  faw  niyfelf  reduced*  therefore,  to  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  travelling  with  oxen  of  burden — a 
taethod  much  lefa  embarraffing  and  infinitely 
more  economical;  fince,  by  requiring  few^caN 
tie,  I  had  no  need  to  carry  with  me  ufepfe  re- 

Vol.  IIL  K  "fays; 
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lays  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  I  wa»  certaia  of 
every  where  finding  fuch  as  I  had  occafioa 
for.  .. 

In  confequence  .of  my.  pjan  to  vifit.  jhe 
HouzQuanas,  L  tad  dill  a  third  trial  to  make* 
As  none  of  the  Sandal- bearers  would  ferye  me 
as.  guides,  the  means  in  which  I  .confided,,  and 
which  had  hitherto  fucceeded,*  of  keeping,  up  a 
communication  frpm  one  horde  to  another 
fiiddenly  failed  me.  Their  refyfal  intertuptea 
the  chain  of  my  correspondence  ;  and  I  wafc 
obliged  tor  dev^fe  fome  method  of  fupplying 
this  Vaiit^and  of  re-eftabliihrng  it  myfelf.  If 
I.  fhoyld  be  .able  to  make  myr  way  withput 
them  to° the  people  whom  they  had  painted 
to.  me  in  colours' fo  black,  and  if  I  Should 
fuceeed  in  conciliating  their  friend/hip,  I  had 
nothing  more*  to  fear:  there  w  was  no  nation 
with  which  I  might  not  ljope  to  Become  ac- 
quainted j  and  the  end  and  object  of  my 
journey  would  thus  be  previoufly  enfured. 

My  excurfioii  to  the  Houzouanas,  however, 

.  could  be  only  of  (hort  duration;  and  it  was  even 

become  irtipoffible  forme  toproceed  beyond  that 

ftation.    As  I  had  propofed  to  quit  my  camp  at 

Orange-River  but  for  a  few  months,  Ihad  taken 

a  "   •  with. 
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%ith  ra$  *a ,  fmall  quantity  only,  of  merehandife, 
which  was  much  leflened  by  drcumftanees, 
and  almqft  entirely  exhaufted.  And  what 
hope  could  I  hav£  of  gaining  friends  when  I 
had  no  longer  prefents  to  make  them  ? 

I  know  that  the  difpofition  of  the  favage«i$ 
naturally  gppd  j  that  is  to  fay*  he  will  do  in- 
jury tp  no  indiridual,  if  that  individual  does 
no  injury  to  him ;  and  perhaps  even  gratuitous , 
fervicesmay  be  obtained  from  him,  for  in-1 
tereft  is  by  no  means  his  ruling  paffion.  If 
he  defire  with  avidity  the  objedts  that  are 
fhewn  him,  it  is  rather  through  childifh  curio* 
fity  tham  any  real  want*  Neverthelefs,  we 
rniifl:  not  expe£t  to  receive  every  kind  of 
affiftance,  -uolefs  we  hold  out  to  him  the  at- 
traction of  reward. 

\  Another  reafon  which  urged  me  to  haften 
my  return  to  Oranges-River,  was  the  date  in 
which  I  had  left  my  camp.  My  giraffe,  ex- 
posed upon  flakes,  might  fpoil ;  my  collec* 
tions,  the  fruit  of  eleven  months  labour,  ran 
the  fame  rifk  ;  and  I  had  to  expert  from 
Swanepoel  more  good- will  than  real  care.  By 
committing  to  his  charge  the  general  infpec- 
tioaof  my  caravan,  I  had  affigned  to  him  an 
.  *  K  2  employ- 
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omptoymeftt  whigb,  fatted  to  his  ag*,  rtqatrtkl 
but  little  firtigtie.  lie  wa*  ac^Ultomed  to  *hi* 
ihadive  kind  elF  lift?  $  far,  when  he  bad  ftrtffc 
jhy  tent,  ao<l  made  i&y  coffee  or  *my  tea;  he 
eonceiVed  hktifelf  to  have  difeharged  the  4to« 
ifes  of  the  whele  day, 

Ii*  feci*  a  chara&er,  I  had  little  ration 
46  e*:pe&  that  adivity  which  would  Be  re* 
Quired  to  keep  my  camp  in  order  during 
my  long  abfence.  Befides,  who  could  infare 
the  lift  of  an  old  mafi  f  And,  even  if  he  fhoulcf 
only  be  fick,  what  cauie  ihouM  I  have  fdr 
alarm  refpe&ing  the  firmts  of  fo  much  labour  f 
1  In  themidft  of  this  perplexity,  and  thefe 
wavering  determinations,  occafiontd  Vy  the 
untertainty  of  the  means  to  carry  them  into 
execution,  I  refolved  to  confult  toy  faithful 
Klaas.  When  under  embarraffiftg  circuit 
dances,  this  worthy  Hottentot  ?tas  generally 
lfiy  counfellor ;  and  I  always  found  that  her 
p*oflefled  a  fhare  of  good  fenfe  equal  to  his  at— 
tachment  and  courage.  I,  therefore,  comfflt** 
nicated  to  him  my  reflections,  my  new  plari% 
and  told  him  the  difficulties  as  well  as  the 
hopes  with  which  F  focefaw  they  would  be  at- 
tended. 
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Hel&eaed  with  great  attention  ;  and  then, 
Stilting  his  hand  againft  mine,  laid,  that  he 
agreed  with  me  refpeQing  my  new  arranger 
ment,  and  particularly  my  defign  of  travelling  in 
future  with  oxen  of  burden  only.  u  With  re- 
"  gard,"  added  he, "  to  your  defire  of  paying  a 
"  vifkto  the  Houzouanas,  I  have  no  occafion  to 

*  affiire  you  I  am  ready  this  inftant  to  depart. 

*  You  know  that,  wherever  you  may  choofe* 
M  to  go,  Klaas  will  follow  you  fakhfully  and 
u  with  pleafure ;  but  if  you  think  it  neceflary, 
c<  as  I  do,  to  have  a  few  trufty  peribns  along 

*  with  us,  I  can  anfwer  for  five  of  foj  coo*- 

*  rides,  upop  whom  you  may  rely,  even  to 
?  desfth,  as  firmly  as  you  may  upon  me." 

This  proteftation  of  attachment  from  a  man 
pf  approyed  ?epl,  and  the  aflurance  he.  gave 
me  of  the  courage  and  refohition  of  his  coiu- 
nd$a,  afforded  me  fo  much  latisfa&ion,  that, 
is  the  firft  tranfports  of  my  joy,  1  was  almoft 
tempted  to  difmifs  all  thofe  who  were  of  no 
ufeto  me,  and  tp  fe{  put  th#  very  moment. 
A  rctura~of  reflexion,  however,  checked  me  j 
I  faw  that. the  delay  of  half  a  day  would  b$ 
pf  advantage  to  make  preparation.  I  conie- 
queptly  p^t  off  my  dep?«tur?  till  the  next 
&3  «K>n*i»£g 
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morning  j  and,  giving  order*  to  the  five  men 
recommended  by  Klaas  to  hold  themfplves  in 
readinefs  to  dart  early,  I  declared  to  the  reft 
that  I  would  leave  them  mafters  of  their  con-. 
du<a ;  but  that  I  was  ready,  neverthelefs,  to 
admit  into  my  company  fuch  as  might  have 
the  courage  to  follow  me. 

My  new  plan  was  to  vifit  the  Houzouanas, 
and  to  return  to  my  camp  at  Orange-River, 
not  by  the  route  I  had  purfued  in  coming  hii 
ther,  but  by  any  other  which  might  give,  me 
an  opportunity  of  becoming  acquainted  with 
new  hordes.  When  I  arrived  at  the  camp,  I 
intended  to  refiime  rtiy  waggons,  to  proceed 
by  a  different  road  to  the  Gape,  where  I  meant 
to  leave  them,  and  to  begin,  at  a  better  chofen 
period  and  only  with  oxen  of  burden,  a  third 
journey,  in  which  I  expected  more  fuccefa 
than  in  my  fecond ;  and  which  I  was  defirous 
of  undertaking  through  the  countries  fituated 
an  the  eaft  of  the  Gamis. 

To  execute  this  plan,  I  forefaw  that  I  fhould 
have  occafion  for  the  fervices  of  the  Houzou- 
anas  ;  and  on  that  account  I  was  anxious  to 
put  them  to  the  teft,  and  endeavour  to  fecuro 
fbg ir  friendftiij).  Befides,  my  new  mode  of 
•  r  travelling, 
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travelling,  lighter'  as  well  as  more  commodi-. 
bus,  and  at  the  fame  time  lefs  tedious,  feemed 
likely 'to  furnilh  me  with  more  abundant  re- 
fources,  and  to  facilitate  difcoveries,  with-  the 
hopes  bp  Which  myimagination  was  already 
enchanted.  '  t 

At  break  of  day,  my  whole  caravan  was  in 
readings  to  depart.  During  the  ftlght,  the 
Greater  Nimiquas  held  a  council  together,  and; 
is  1  fprefaw,  refolved  to  accompany  toe,  not 
through  courage  or  attachment,  but  from  mere 
cowardice,  and  a  dread  of  being  attacked  hy 
the  Boffunen,  if  they  attempted  to  return 
mthout  an  efcort. 

My  Hottentots,  who  thought  themfelves 
xniichfuperiorto  the  Greater  Nimiquas,  and  who 
were  afhamedto  appear  lefs  courageous,  afteded 
to  (hew  ftill  mbre  irdour ;  and  their  example 
induced  the  reft  of  the  company  to  imitate 
them.  My  Koraiquas,  liaminouquas,  Lefler 
Nimiquas,  and  the  people  pf  Barter's  horde; 
all  vied  with  each  other  in  eagernfcfs  to  be  of 
the  party,  and  each  ftrove  who  fhould  fhew 
the  greateft  impatience  to  depart.  The  San- 
dal-bearers, whbfe  accounts  hati  "excited  fo 
much  terror,  were  now  bfye&s  of  laughter: 
K4  they 
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they  ^CWPW  tb$  fybjpfl:  of  vqiyfi^W  r^jcuk^ 
ffl4.it  1*f?  £&  thatth$yM  r^faj  tp  ^Pr 
pop^jHny  me,  becaufe  ftey  jjrejre  afraicj.  to  wet 
or  fpoil  their  ftm4al6. 

Befpre  I  thought  of  drafting,  J  t^ok  <$i$ 
to  get  from  them  fuch  information  as  thgy  wsjjf 
fMe  tp  ©ye  me  refp&^ing  tta-fp^I  c^ht 
to  purfufc  TJbey  «$d  me  tha^  after  q\ff$k; 
ipg  a  flay  p$  two  towards  the  nprth,  I  fa?J${\ 
^4  * vafl  plain  te^i^ted  ontl^e '^(i  ty\| 
.f Ijain  of  mountains  j  that  I  muft  crpfs  thi$ 
plfiaj  and  that  among  therocks  of  the  moun- 
tains I  fjionld  find  the  eftajbliihmgnt  qf  thef 
Houzouanas  of  whom  thfrjr  hfd  fpokeq. 

Agreeably  to  thejle  ia^Qiqns  I  proceeded 
towards  the  eaft;  and  we  halted  ftboy(  npon  on 
the  borders  of  a  fait  lake,  ty  w|i$h  we  found 
9,  cryftallized  fheet  of  fait  It  h^d  probably 
|pen  foraged  ^nd  h^d  floaty  #tfce  furfocej 
|ut  the  ftorzn,  a  few  days  before,  ha4  cay  rietC 
thither  fo  mnch  rain,  that  it  w^s  now  deprefled. 
and  fiVjiatjed  between  the  twp  waters. 
!  While  my  people  were  fitting  pn  the  bapk 
9f  this  lake,  getting  ready,  for  dinner,  they  ob- 
served four  men*  at  a  diftaace,  croffing  the, 
plain.   ^  this  %ht  th^y  ^erealmo<lpetrifi©^ 

v  with 
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*Wth  terror;  they  cri^d  out  immediately  tfr* 
{bey  were  Hquzouanas;  and,  though. they 
were  themfiives  ten  or  twelve  to  one,  they 
\fere  already  afraid  of  being  attacked.  Th** 
courage  difplayed  in  the  morning  vanUhed  in 
3n  inftant ;  the  whole  pompany  fuddenly  loft 
f  heir  appetite  j  and  I  know  not  what  might 
|iave  been  th$  copfequence  of  thi$  general 
flarm,  had  not  KJa^s  haftened  as  expeditioufly 
3*  poffible  to  inform  me  of  wh#  was  pafljng. 

Haying  applied  my  perfpe&iye  glafs  to  q^y 
eye,  to  examine  the  four  grangers,  I  perceiyedt 
them  to  he  men  apparently  of  an  extraordinary 
(ize;  whereas  the  Houzpuanas,  according  to 
the  account  wfriph  I  h$d  heard,  were  httte 
better  th^h  pigmies,  not  exceeding  at  moll: 
four  feet  an4  a  half  in  height.  I  fired  fome 
ffrots,  in  order  th#  they  might  ohferve  us— r 
which  they  fopn  did ;  but  the  reports  alarmed 
them,  and  they  difappeared  in  an  tnftant. 

Among  the  ioconveniencies  of  this  journey* 
$here  wa$  ope  reipefting  which  the  Sandal- 
bearers  had  given  ipe  no  intimation.  The 
ground  oyer  which  we  were  obliged  to  trawl 
WJts  hollow  ^nd  fw^lled  up ;  fo  that,  like  a 
piece  of  psftry  expofcd  fo  too  violent  a  heat, 
<*  -  '    it 
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k  formed  a  cruft  feparated  from  the  foil,  and 
might  not  only  have  concealed  innumerable  fa- 
milies of  little  animals,  but  would  have  allowed 
them  to  proceed  feveral  leagues,  in  all  di- 
rections, between  the  two  ft  rata.     . 

The  greater  part  of  my  oxen,  and  thofe 
particularly  that  were  heavily  loaded,  funk  half 
a  foot  deep  at  every  ftep ;  and  tliefe  continual 
falls  tormented  and  rendered  them  almoft  fu- 
rious. We  ourfelves  were  not  exempted  from 
*  ftie  fame  accidents.  In  a  moment  when  we 
leaftexpedfced  it,  the  ground  would  give  way 
under  us ;  and  it  may  be  readily  conceived 
how  much  we  muft  be  fatigued  and  put  out  of 
patience  by  fo  incommodious  a  march. 

To  this  another  inconvenience,  flill  more 
infupportable  and  difcouraging,  was  added.  I 
mean  that  of  the  faline  cryftallization,  which, 
as  it  lay  every  where  difperfed,  and  was  ftruck 
upon  by  the  fervid  rays  of  the  fun,  fcorched 
Vs  by  its  burning  reverberation,  at  the  fame 
time  that  its  reflexion  dazzled  u*.  The  light 
duft  by  which  it  was  covered,  and  which 
formed  a  part  of  it,  was  raifed  afound  us  by 
the  fmalleft  breath  of  wind:  we  ourfelves 
alfo,  by  the  motion  Aeceflary  in  walking,  ex- 
cited 
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tited  thick  clouds  bfit,  -which  flew  into  outf 
faces,  and  inflamed  our  eyes ;  and,  as  we  were 
obliged  to  infpire  it  in  breathing,  our  noftrils 
became  ulcerated  by  it, :  Millions  of  gnats 
could  not  have  been  more  intolerable.  Our 
lips  even  were  attacked  by  it,  and  in  fuch  a 
manner  that  the  blood  ftarted  from  them 
when  we  made  the  leaft  effort  to.  fpeak ;  fo 
that  to  pronounce  a  fentence  was  next  to 
torture. 

To  efcape  this  fcourge,  I  made  preparations 
after  dinner  for  refuming  my  journey ;  but  a 
ftorm  that  came  on  fufpended  our  march,  and 
obliged  us  to  pafs  the  night  near  the  lake, 

Thisdifappointment,  however,  was  attended 
with  fome  benefit  to  my  people.  "  Neceflity," 
fays  a  French  poet,  "  is  the  mother  of  inven- 
"  ticn."  In  the  journey  of  the  morning,  they 
had  fuffered  extremely  from  the  heat  of  the 
fun.  To  fecure  themfelves  from  it  in  future, . 
they  converted  all  the  dried  fheep  and  antelopes* 
ikins  which  they  had  in  their  pofleflion  into 
round  hats  j  which,  being  drawn  down  ,  over 
the  ears,  and  tied  wjth  thongs  under  the  chin, 
gave  them  a  ridiculous  kind  of  refemblance  to 
(he  Alfacians  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Straf- 

burgh^ 
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butgh,  when  they  go  into  the  fields  to  weed 
their  pulfe  apd  their  tobacco. 

The  acute  pains  which  I  experienced  in  my 
eyes  and  throat,  and  the  dread  of  experiencing 
others  ft  ill  more  dangerous,  induced  me  alfo 
to  ufe  fome  precautions.  It  was  not,  like  my 
people,  to  (helter  my  head  ;  for  my  hat,  flap- 
ped and  clofely  ftucfc  round  with  oftrich  fei- 
'thers,  was  in  that  refpedk  a  ftiffieient  defence  J 
but  I  wifhed  to  make  a  fcreen  to  preferre  my 
€fci  fronj  the  dazzling  reverberation  of  the  funt 
and  th^t  might  ferve  at  the  fame  time  to  keep 
6ffthofe  clouds  of  cauftic  duft  by  which  my 
face  was  ulcerated. 

With  this  view,  I  formed  of  wire  the  fkele- 
ton  of  a  fmafl  umbrella,  which  I  covered  with 
a  handkerchief,  and  which,  being  fufficiently 
Kght  that  it  could  in  no  manner  fatigUe  me, 
became  exceedingly  ufeful.  My  people  thought 
it  fo  commodious,  that  they  all  wiftied  to  imi- 
tate it }  and,  changing  the  form  6t  the  (kin* 
which  they  had  placed  ypon  their  heads,  they 
transformed  them  into  umbrellas.  Thefe  ar- 
ticles were  awkwardly  made,  I  aliow ;  but 
they  had  their  advantage,  and  wer?  a  grea^ 
refource  to  us  on  our  journey. 

Som« 
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Soirie  of  toy  people,  hpWeterj  fell  up6ti  aii 
kveiltioti  (till  more  ridiculous  Thif  aflhtdl 
fe  itfrtepdeft  the  hufge  fltih  of  a  Bufedo,  anil 
dirtied  it  al>ovd  their  heads  ib  the  fdrrat  of  i 
canopy* 

'  llie  wdtiten  aldhe  fiippbrted  with  courage 
the  extreme  fatigue  6f  f6  fcxtraordihafy  *  j#ht* 
key.  Nothing  could  difcompofe  thtfr  good 
humour*  Being  of  a  cheerful  difpofition,  and 
always  fportful,  they  indulged  in  pleafehtry  at 
the  eatpeace  of  the  men  and  their  ridiefaloat 
Appearance;  For  me,  I  was  on  foot  Mfce  the 
women,  and  braved  dvery  fatigue  ;<  both  that 
I  might  fpare  my  horfes,  and  not.  hazard  my 
life  upon  animals  which,  frequently  ftufribKng 
iad  failing  on  their  knees,  would  infallibly 
have  broken  my  neck.  Under  the  prefent  ch> 
eumftances,  the  indefatigable  courage  of  the 
women  was  an  invaluable  advantage.*  Bf 
exciting  their  fh&tae,  they  aded  as  a  fpuf 
oil  die  fatoleftce  and  backwardness  bf  the  men* 
who,  ignorant  of  the  particular  motives  of  my 
jounrty,  eonfidered  it  only  as  the  effeds  of  ex- 
travagant temerity. 

In  the  coutfe  of  the  day  we  experienced, 

•otwkhftanding  our  precautions  and  our  unx* 

7  brellas, 
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brellas,  aft  increafe  of  our  fufFerings.  Owing 
either  to  the  adion  of  the  exceflive  heat,  or  tp 
the  efFed  of  the  climate  or  the  faline  dull, 
we  were  feized  with  frequent  bleediqgs  at 
the  nofe  and  intolerable  pains  in  the  fyead.     > 

A  fever,  which  feemed  to  accompany  thefe 
fymptoms,  brought  on,  what  my  Hottentot? 
bad  never  experienced,  and  what  I  alfo  felt  for 
the  firft  time,  a  confufion  of  fight  and  giddi- 
nefs,  or  rather  a  real  ddiriuin.  ,  We  thought 
we  faw  before  us  waggons,  towns  or  kraals; 
numerous  flocks,  and,  in  fhort,  a  thoufand 
different  objefts,  which  changed  their,  form 
and  produced  others,  in  proportion  as  we  ad* 
vanced*  •  * 

A  remarkable  circumftance,  which *  fiUei 
us  with  alarm,  and  made  us  fenfible  xif  the 
danger  of  our  fituatioij,  was,  that  no&e  of 
us  faw  the  fame  thing ;  and  that  what  .to  one  . 
was  a  mountain  was  a  river  to  another.  Soon, 
however,  we  learned  to  miftruft  thefe*  fen* 
taftical  vifions;  and,  being  affured  by rexpe* 
rience  that  they  were  oaly  imaginary^  »Wftxw> 
longer  believed  in  their  reality. 
•  The  efie£t,  indeed,  was  not  uqr$nut^<J«  i^ 
fome  moments  it  entirely  ceafed,  ao4  pt*«&Uted 
/  -  our 
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aot  eye*  to  fee  objects  aa  they  really  exifted* 
At  others,<on  the  contrary,; our  vifual: faculty 
was  fuddenly  annihilate^  we  experienced  a 
temporary  lofs  of  fight, /and  Jbr,  fome  minutes 
remainedras  -  it  ^f  ere,  blind,   •. 

.All  thefe  ^ontradidory^  effects,  which  de^ 
ftroyed  each-  other,  .w$re  by  my  people  afcribed 
to  forcery.  ;  For  my  part,  \  cpnfidered  then* 
^.p9fiafion^dr.p4ncjpally  by  the  a&ioupf  the 
fun  j  for,  though  it  was  upwards  of  feven  weeks 
fiace  ,  it  had  Quitted  the   t^opic?  and  confe- 
quently,  in  advancing  towards  the  equator,  it 
parted  upon  us  only  oblique  rays,  k  had  never- 
thelefs  fo  heated  the  earth,  and  the  atmofphere 
was  fo  fcorching,  that  the  thermometer  re- 
gained conftantly  above  iqoV  ; 
Whatever  mayJhave  been  the  caufe  of  out 
futfeppga,  it  .had  aja  influence  on  my  conftkur 
tioo.     Since  that  period  1  have  been  fubje&ttf 
hemorrhages  and  head-achs,  to  which  I  [watf 
before  a  ftrangerv^ud  with  which,  perhaps! 
{hall  be  occasionally  attacked  during*  th?  re- 
mainder of  my  life* 

I  have  as  yet  faid  nothing  of  the  tornjent-* 
ii>£  thirft  to  which  we  were  condemned  du*t 
ing  the  whole  journey.     We,  indeed,  f#unj| 

every 
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every  whtre  abundance  of  *tete*,  Ifeft  fcjr  lfe# 
ftorm  the  preceding  eveii?ng;  btk  thfc  &A& 
^srhich  it  Had  tattled  a^ay  in  fts  itffftfc  iiade  it 
fb  fait  that  it  was  rmpoffitle  to  driiikH  My  dtfi 
tie,  however,  accuftonied  ib  bntekHh  fpriflgfc; 
did  hot  reje&  it :  Which  Wis  a  fortunate  dr- 
tumftance.  Fof  my  pari,  I  Would  father  hav^ 
,  fwalfowed  fo  much  brine.  However,  t6  6iflf 
cxtrfeme  joy,  we  fdund  here  and  there  ti&Hii 
tavities  of  the  rocks  fome  foSllI  po6ls  formed 
by  the  rain,  the  water  of  whkh  was  drfnk-A 
able. 

On  the  third  day,  I  ri  length  difiingiiid&f 
the  plain  and  the  mountains  which  had  beetf 
defcribed  to  me  by  the  Sandal-bearers:  Wherf 
I  make  ufe  of  the  word  plain,  the  reader  nitfft 
Hot  affix -to  it  the  ftridfc  meaning  which  it  has 
in  the  French  language.  In  Africa,  thisikrirf 
h  given  to  certain  (paces  which,  furrounded 
by  high  mountains,  preferit  only  rocks  ititf 
iiHs  of  much  lefs  fize,  by  wfiich  they  are  in* 
ttrfefted,     y      -  -    :-- 

We  advanced  into  this  pretended  pfatn,*  hat* 
Srig  in  froftt  the  mountains  :&U  to  be  thfc  fe- 
treat  of  the  Houzouana's.  Tfiefwhfeoiti? 
About  five  or  fi*Ieagu$$  diftefltj  arid  app&fferf 
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to  me  to  extend  from  fouth  to  north  farther 
than  the  eye  could  reach*  I  was  unwilling, 
however,  to  entangle;  myfelf  among  theta  at 
hazard. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  was  impoffible  for  me 
to  difpatch  fome  of  my  Hottentots  before,  ac- 
cording to  my  ufual  cuftom,  to  announce  my 
approach,  and  to  prepare  the  minds  ,of  the 
Houzouanas  for  my  arrival.  Had  I  made  fuch 
a  propofal  to  any  of  them,  they  would  have 
formally  refufed  me.  I  was  loth  even  to  put 
the  attachment  of  Klaas  to  fo  great  a  trial ,; 
whatever  readinefs  he  had  hitherto  fhewn  to 
obey  me.  In  this  embarraflment  I  could  de- 
pend, only  on  myfelf,  and  wait  the  circum-  ' 
fiances  that  might  arife  to  determine  my  con- 
du€t. 

I  halted,  therefore,  and  ordered  my  encamp- 
ment to  be  formed,  in  hopes  that  I  fhould  dif- 
cover^  during  the  night,  the  fires  lighted  by 
the  Houzotianas .  in  thefr  mountains.  Thefe 
fignals,  I  concluded,  would  point  out  to  me 
the  fpots  which  they  inhabited,  and,  by  di-  - 
re&ing  my  route,  prevent  me  from  lofing  my 
way.  It  was,  however,  necefTary  that  I  fhould 
not  be  difcovered  by  them,  and  that  confe-  ; 

-Vol.  III.  L  quently 
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quefttly  no  fires  fhould   be  kindled   in   tnf 
camp^ 

But  this  meafure  was  become  impracticable* 
On  my  arrival  I  had  feen  confiderable  herds  of 
zebras,  I  had  feen  alfo  other  herds,  ftill  more 
numerous,  of  the  fpecies  of  gnou,  already  men- 
tioned ;  and  I  knew  that  fuch  a  number  of  wild 
quadrupeds  muft  neceflarily  attrad  beafts  of 
prey.  How  then  could  I  run  the  rifk  of  pair- 
ing a  night  without  fires  in  a  ftrange  country, 
and  in  all  probability  infefted  by  lions  and 
tigers? 

Abandoning,  therefore,  my  firft  defign,  I 
began  to  examine  the  neighbourhood,  making 
fome  of  my  people  alfb  patrole  around,  in  order ' 
to  be  affined  that  there  were  no  enemies  near 
us.  I  then,  at  the  clofe  cf  the  day,  gave  orders 
that  feveral  large  fires  fhould  be  kindled,  and 
that  they  fhould  be  multiplied  as  much  as  pof- 
fible,  difpofing  them,  however,  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner that  they  might  enable  us  to  diftinguifh, 
at  a  diftancfc,  if  any  thing  dangerous  fhould  ap- 
pear. 

To  overawe  the  Houzouanas,  in  cafe  any 
of  them  fhould  accidentally  perceive  us,  I  or- 
dered a  general  difcharge  of  mufquetry ;  and  I 

took 


Digitized  by  LiOOQ  1C 


AFRICA.  147 

tobk  care  from  timetotimt  to  fire  feveral  (hots 
during  the  night. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  night,  I  obferved  at  a  , 
diftance  towards  the  fouth  a  very  large  fire, 
which,  by  its  extent,  appeared  to  be  a  confla- 
gration of  dry  grafs  on  the  fides  of  the  moun- 
tains, and  muck  nearer  before  us,  to  the  weft, 
three  others,  which  I  fuppofed  to  be  fig- 
nak;  The  latter  feemed  to  announce  that  I 
was  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  horde,  either 
of  the  Houzouanas  or  of  fome  other  nation ;. 
and  I  confequently  refolved,  as  foon  as  day 
fhould  appear,  to  advance  towards  the  moun- 
tains. 

"When  about  to  depart,  I  found  myfelf  once 
more  retarded  by  the  timidity  of  my  people, 
>who,  being  again  feized  with  their  former  ter- 
ror^ were  kfraid  to  penetrate  farther.  When 
we  quitted  the  horde  of  the  Sandal-bearers,  the 
danger  had  appeared  only  at  a  diftance,  in 
perfpe&ive,  and  they  had  braved  it ;  but  now, 
when  they  beheld  it  near  and  magnified  hy 
imagination,  it  entirely  damped  their  courage. 

My  patroles,  my  fires,  and  thofe  precau- 
tions for  our  fafety  which  I  had  thought  pro- 
per to  employ  during  the  night,  had  ferved 
'"  *   A  L  2  only 
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only,  to  augment  their  terror.  They  be* 
gan  to  apprehend,  that  I  wifhed  to  advance 
even  beyond  ihe  country  of  the  Houzouatias, 
They  accufed  Klaas  of  having  deceived  the 
whole  company,  by  making  them  believe  that 
my  intention  was  to  return  to  my  camp  at 
Orange-River,  after  I  had  vifued  that  nation, 
v?hile  all  my  preparations  feemed  to  announce 
plans  perfe&ly  the  reverfe ;  and  this,  reafonr 
ing  was  not  deftitute  of  probability,  as  .1  had 
.hitherto  faid  nothing  refpe&ing  the  proxi- 
mity of  my  return.  ~" 
Such  was  the  ftill  increafing  embarraffmeat 
of  my  fituation.  The  great  number  of  perfbne 
who  were  in  my  fuite,  their  lazinefe,  ifreir 
pufillanimity,  and  their  want  of  fubordination^ 
were  continually  iaifing  up  obftacles,  which 
flopped  my  progrefs,  and  thwarted  my.  de- 
figns.  Several  times  had  I  already  formed  -n 
refolution  to  difembarrafs  myfelf  from  them, 
and  to  continue  my  journey  with  Kljaasonijr, 
and  the  four  men  for  whofe  fidelity -he  had 
.pledged  himfelf ;  and  I  again  found  myfeHT 
jreduced  to  the  neceffity  of  adopting  it* 
•  Before  I, proceeded,  however,  to  this  exire* 
tatty, I  was  defirous  toaflure  them  riiyfelf  pftay 
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IpCedy  return,  ?nd  thus  to  difcharge  the  pro- 
rAiCc  made  them  by  Klaas.  I  declared  then 
that,  after  having  vifited  the  Houzouanas  and 
travelled  their  mountains,  I  would  proceed 
back  by  the  fouth-weft,  which  I  pointed  out 
to  them,  either  to  the  fea  or  the  mouth  of 
Fifli-River  j  and  that  then,  advancing  up  its 
eoorfe  till  we  found  a  ford  at  which  to  crofs 
it,  I  would  repair  to  my  camp  at  Orange- 
River. 

Such  a  plan  was  calculated  to  excite  alarm, 
hf  the  long  winding  circuit  which  it  4nnouii- 
Cfed.  But  it  calmed  the  fimple  perfonages  I 
had  to  deal  with,  who  had  no  idea  of  its  ex- 
tent, and  who,  accuftomed  to  fee  the  fun  rife 
and  let  every  day  without  refle&ing  on  his 
progrefs,  and  without  thinking  of  to-morrow, . 
knew  nothing  of  this  weftern  route,  and  faw 
in  it  only  the  means  of  returning. 

My  words,  indeed,  were  not  able  to-  roufe 
their  deprefled  courage  ;  but  they  brought 
back  to  their  hearts  the  illufion  of  hope:  and 
k  was  my  buiinefs  to  take  advantage  of  their 
difpofition  to  accomplilh  my  views.  When 
I.  gave  the  fignal  for.  our  departure,  every 
thing  was  in  motion  in  my  camp  as  ufualj 
*,*  JL  3  but 
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but  no  one  (hewed  that  ardour  of  obedience 
which  half  enfures  fuccefs.  My  people  fok 
lowed  me,  it  is  true,  and  this  is  all  I  can  fay  $ 
but  I  forefaw,  from  the  flownefs  of  their  mo- 
tions, that  it  would  be  difficult  to  prolong,  the 
delufion  I  had  created. 

I  had  no  hopes  of  meeting  with  good  watery 
till  I  ftiould  reach  the  bottom  of  the  moun-* 
tains ;  but  my  people,  in  their  terror,  wan-» 
dered  fo  often  from  our  route,  in  order  to  gain 
time  and:  retard  the  moment  of  our  arrival, 
that  they  happened  to  find  fome.  I  was  obli- 
ged, therefore,  to  halt  and  encamp  near  it, 
though  we  had  travelled  as  yet  only  four  leagues* 

During  the  night,  we  obferved  the.  fame 

fires  as  we  had  feen  the  evening  before ;  and 

.  at  break  of  day  I  refolved  to  go  out  myfelf  on 

difcovery,  carrying  with  me  a  few  prefects.   .  v 

On  this  occafion  I  did  not  take  even  Klaas 
along  with  me;  he  \yas  become  too  neceflkry 
in  my  camp  j-  and  I  left  him  behind  me  that, 
in  cafe  of  alarm,  he  might  keep  together  and 
encourage  my  people :  but  I  was  accompanied 
by  four  men  who  voluntarily  offered  their  fer- 
vices,  and  who,  like  wyfqlf,  were  completely 
armed.  . 
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At  firft  I  dife&ed  my  courfe,  as  much  as  the 
ravines  and  defiles  would  permit,  towards  the 
place  where  we  had  obferved  the  fires.  Having 
arrived  with  great  caution  at  the  bottom  of  the 
mountains,  I  found  it  neceffary  to  afcend  in  a 
northern  direction,  as  I  perceived  that  the 
windings  had  made  us  defcend  too  low. 

The  Ipace  traverfed  by  thefe  circuitous 
marches  prefented  only  to  my  view,  rock* 
piled  one  upon  another,  and  crowned  with 
peaks  ftill  more  elevated.  The  afped  of  them 
was  truly  hideous  ;  and,  but  for  fome  refer- 
able and  ftunted  fhrubs  which  here  and  there 
diiplayed  their  melancholy  vegetation,  I  fhould 
have  beheld  nothing  but  the  dreary  pi&ure  of 
dead  and  inanimate  nature.  The  horror  of 
this  defert  was  ftill  increafed  by  the  filence 
which  prevailed  around.  We  heard N  only  at 
certain  diftances  the  fhrill  cry  of  fome  dama- 
antelopes,  and  the  difcordant  noife  of  birds  of 
prey,  with  which  the  ear  was  equally  di£» 
treffed. 

I  was  apprehenfive,  left  the  miftake  which 
had  led  us  aftray  fhould  expofe  us  to  fome  dif- 
agreeable  adventure :  by  the  happieft  chance, 
however,    it  led  to  the   difcovery  of  what 
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with  To  much  eageroefs  and  uncertainty  I  was 
fetching  for. 

In  travcrfing  the  defiles,  we  perceived  the 
frefli  traces  of  human  feet.  They  conduced 
n$  towards  fome  rocks,  which  we  clambered 
up  j  and  we  found  there,  warm  afihes  and  ^few 
remains  of  coals  ftili  burning.  It  was  evi* 
dent,  that  fires  had  been  kindled  there  during 
the  night ;  and  the  veftiges  ftill  fubfifting  aa-* 
pounced  to  us,  that  the  country  was  inhabited, 
*md  that  the  obje&s  of  our  purfuit  could  be  at 
no  great  diftance. 

Notwithstanding  all  the  precautions  we  had 
hitherto  taken,  this  difcovery  induced  us  to 
double  our  attention.  In  fliort,  after  march- 
ing fome  time,  we  arrived  at  a  rivulet  which 
ifTued  from  the  entrance  of  a  narrow  defile. 
Qn  its  banks  fome  cows  were  feeding;  apd 
at  the  diftance  pf  four  hundred  paces  farther 
towards  the  defile,  ftood  a  certain  num- 
ber of  huts,  the  habitations  of  the  Houzoua* 

At  the  moment  pf  our  arrival,  none  of  them 
Were  abrpad  but  the  wpmen,  whp,  on  per- 
p eiving  us,  fent  forth  a  cry  pf  alarm.  Upon 
ffci§  figpai9  the  n*¥fl  cam?  opt  of  their  hutgf 
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armed  with  bows  and  arrows ;  and  the  whole 
troop,  entering  the  defile,  polled  themfelves 
on  a  fmall  eminence,  from  which  they,  watch- 
ed our  condud  with  fteadinefs  and  afiurapce, 
in  order  to  determine  thereby  what  conduit 
they  fhould  purfue. 

At  the  diftance  at  which  I  ftood,  I  had  no 
hopes  of  making  them  hear  me  :  and,  betides* 
what  could  I  fay  to  people  with  whole  lan- 
guage I  was  totally  unacquainted  ?  I  refolved, 
therefore,  to  employ  one  which  t  fuppofed 
they  might  comprehend ;  and  I  made,  a6  did 
ilfo  my  companions*  every  fign  of  friendflii^ 
<hat  the  circamftances  of,  the  moment  fug* 
gefted.  This  language,  however,  was  new 
to  them  :  they  feemed  not  to  underftand  it  ; 
and  I  found  myfelf  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of 
trying  the  only  one  likely  to  be  intelligible,  I 
mean  that  qf  prefents. 

<  I  advanced  then  towards  their  huts  J  but  I 
found  them  all  empty,  except  one  in  which 
there  was  a  little  dog.  At  the  entrance  of 
another  lay  a  heap  of  reeds,  and  a  few  fharp-* 
ened  bones,  deftined,  no  doubt,  for  making 
arrows.  Imitating  the  manner  of  thofe  who 
gttra&   domeftic  animals  by  placing  before 
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them  fome  dainty,  I  depofited,  near  the  reeds* 
a  (mail  quantity  of  tobacco  and  fome  gla& 
beads,  and  then  returned  to  my  former  ftation* 

While  I  was  thus  employed*  they  had  re- 
moved to  a  greater  diftance;  but,  when  I  re- 
tired, they  again  drew  near,  and  at  length  came 
to  the  huts,  and  took  up  the  prefent  I  had  left 
there. 

The  attention  with  which  they  examined 
it,  and  the  pleafure  it  feemed  to  afford  them, 
led  me  tQ  believe  that,  after  thefe  preliminaries 
of  friendfhip,  I  might  venture  to  accoft  them. 
I  advanced  therefore  once  more,  followed  by 
my  company ;  but  they  retired  in  the  fame 
manner  as  before. 

They  removed,  indeed,  to  a  greater  diftance 
than  at  firft;  but  I  remarked  that  they  feemed 
to  be  deliberating  together,  and  I  flattered 
myfelf  that  they  would  not  delay  to  enter 
into  a  conference  with  me.  I  thought  proper, 
therefore,  to  make  another  attempt  j  and  tak- 
ing a  new  prefent  of  tobacco  and  beads,  I  held 
it  up  to  them,  that  they  might  fee  it,  and  ad* 
vanced  towards  them  alone. 

This  mode  of  negotiation  fucceeded.  One 
of  the  men  left  his  companions,  and,  approach*  * 
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ing  me,  (topped  at  the  diftance  of  a  hundred 
paces  to  afk  who  I  was,  and  what  I  wanted* 
I  remarked  with  furprife,  that  this  man  was 
black,  while  the  reft  of  the  horde,  both  men 
and  women,  were  much  lefs  fo  than  evfen  the 
fjottentots.      But   what   aftonifhed   me   ftill 
more  was  to  hear  him  addrefs  me  in  the  Hot* 
fehtot  language*     I  replied  in  the  fame  lan- 
guage, that  I  was  a,  traveller  who  wifhed  to  be 
acquainted  with  the  country  he  inhabited,  and 
was  defirous,  if  poffible,  to  find  friends  in  it. 
*    He  then  came  up  to  me  ;  and  my  four. at- 
tendants, having  advanced  alfo,  were  as  much 
aftonifhed  as  I  was  to  fee  a  perfon  of  their 
own  nation.     They  entered  into  converfation 
with  him,  aflured  him  of  the  truth  of  what 
i  had  f$id,  and  gained  fo  entirely  his  confix 
dence,  that  he  immediately  made  a  fign  to  hit 
companions  to  join  him. 

The  women,,  more  miftruftful  arid  circum- 
ipe&,  remained  in  groups  near  the  huts,  wait- 
ing for  the  refult  of  the  conference,  and 
watching  us  with  an  eye  of  curiofity.  The 
men  all  flocked  around  us.  I  diftributed 
among  them  the  tobacco  dnd  beads  which  I  had 
(hewn  them  j  and  thefe  wolves,  who  had  been 
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painted  to  que  as  fo  ferocious!  Teemed  to  be  81 
harmlefs  as  lambs. 

I  had,  however,  no  fooner  rendered  them 
tradable,  than  I  was  obliged  to  leave  then** 
My  march  had  taken,  up  a  great  deal  of  my 
time,  the  day  was  far  advanced,  and  I  was 
apprehenfive  that,  if  I  remained  any  longer, 
rty  abfence  might  alarm  my  people ;  or  that 
Ifhould  expofe  my felf  to  the  hazard  of  lofirig 
toy  way  during  the  night,  in  a  country  wit& 
which  I  was  totally  Unacquainted. 

I  told  the  Houzouanas,  therefore,  that  I 
would  return  next  morning,  and  encamp  oil 
the  banks  of  their  rivulet.  I  again  aflured 
them,  that  they  would  find  in  me  a  friend  al- 
ways ready  to  oblige:  and  to  defend  them.  I 
engaged  that  they  fhould  experience  from  my 
people  neither  irifult  nor  injury  j  but  I  de- 
clared, at  the  fame  time,  that,  if  they  gave 
me  the  leaft  caufe  of  complaint,  I  would  era- 
ploy  againft  them  all  my  refources,  and  in 
that  cafe  they  would  find  my  ftrength  f» 
{Superior  to  theirs. 

I  employed  the  Hottentot  as  an  interpreter 
to  communicate  to  them  thefe  fentiments; 
and  through  the  fame  medium  I  received  a 
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Very  fafisfa&ory  anfwer.  I  oliferved  that  thif 
man,  befidcs  the  Hottentot  language,  fpofcr 
alio  pnetty  good  Dutch.  He  offered  very 
readily  to  ferve  me  as  guide  to  my  camp,  to. 
jaafs  die  night  there,  and  to  feturn  with  me 
next  morning  to  the  horde..  He  was  over-* 
joyed  to  find  countrymen  with  whom  he  could 
ponverfe  in  his  maternal  tongue ;  apd  I  w« 
equally  glad  to  find  in  him  a  confidence  whicl* 
contributed  to  ftrengthen  mine.  I  accepted  hit 
offer,  therefore,  with  gratitude,  and  we  imme- 
diately fet  out 

My  readers  will  not  doubt,  that  my  firft 
care  on  the  road  was  to  afk  him,  by  what  ad* 
venture  he  had  been  tranfplanted  among  th* 
Houzquanas.  He  informed  me,  that  he  was  born 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Camis,  and  had 
lived  feveral  years  fubje&  to  the  company ;  but 
that,  having  been  treated  in  various  inftance* 
with  injuftice,  he  had  deferted  with  a  negro 
flave  belonging  to  the  fame  mafter,  and,  aftec 
wandering  about  for  a  long  time,  had  at  laft 
foughtanafylum  andprote&ion  among  theHou* 
zouaoas*  The  negro  had  died  from  the  effed 
of  a  porfoned  arrow,  by  which  he  was  wound* 
ed  in  «  fkirmifh  the  horde  had  been  engaged 
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in  with  a  ftrange  tribe.  Being  thus  deprived 
of  his  companion,  he  continued  to  live  with  his 
prote&ors,  and  by  his  courage  he  was  become 
in  a  manner  their  chief. 

I  excufed  his  defertion ;  it  appeared  to  me 
lawful  and  right  >  but  I  could  not  comprehend 
why  he  hid  preferred  a  refidence  among  ban- 
ditti, whofe  profeffion  was  robbery  and  mur- 
der. Having,  fortiewhat  mildly,  reproached 
/  him  on  this  account,  he  addrefled  me  as  fol- 
lows : 

"  The  Houzouanas  are  by  no  means  what 
"  you  fuppofe  them  to  be,  murderers  by  pro- 

*  feffion.  ,  If  they  fometimes  fhed  blood,  it  is 
u  not  from  a  third  of  carnage,  but  to  make 

'  juft  reprifals  that  they  take  up  arms.  At- 
tacked and  perfecuted  by  furrounding  na- 
u  tions,  they  have  found  themfelves  reduced  to 
"  the  rieceffity  of  flying  to  inacceflible  places 
u  among  the  barren   mountains,  where   no 

*  other  people  could  exift. 

"  If  they  find  antelopes  and  damans  to  kill  j 
4*  if  the  nymphs  of  ants  are  abundant;  or  if 

*  their  good  fortune  brings  them  plenty  of  io- 
u  cufts,  they  remain  within  the  precin&s  of 

*  their  rocks  j  but,  if  the  provifions  neceffary 
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**  to  Aibfrftcnce  fail,  the  nations  in  their  neigh- 
<c  bourhood  muft  fuffer.  From  the  fummits  of 
u  their  mountains,  they  furvey  at  a  diftance  the 
"  countries  around ;  and,  if  they  obferve  cat- 
u  tie,  they  make  an  incurfion  to  carry  them  off, 
"  or  Daughter  them  upon  the  fpot,  according 
"  to  circumftances ;  but  though  they  rob  they 
w  never  kill,  except  to  defend  their  lives,  x>r 
€€  by  way  of  retaliation  to  revenge  an  ancient; 
*'  injury. 

u  It  happens  fometimes,  however,  that  after 
c<  very  fatiguing  expeditions  they  return  with- 
"  out  booty ;  either  becaufe  the  obje&s  of  their 
"  attack  have  difappeared,  or  becaufe  they 
"  have  been  repulfed  and  beaten.  In  fuch  cafes, 
"  the  women,  exafperated  by  hunger  and  the 
cc  lamentation  of  their  children  crying  for  food, 
<c  become  almoft  furious  with  paJSon.  Re- 
**  proaches,  infult,  and  threats,  are  employed ; 
tt  they  wi(h  to  feparate  from  fuch  daftardly 
"  men,  to  quit  huibands  deftitute  of  courage, 
"  and  to  feek  others  who  will  be  more  apxiou* 
"  to  procure  provifion  for  them  and  their  chil- 
cc  dren.  In  (hort,  having  exhaufted  whatever 
m  rage  or  defpair  can  fuggeft,  they  pull  off 
**  their  fmall  apron  of  modefty,  and  beat  their 
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4C  hufbands  about  the  head  with  it  till  their 
44  arms  arc  weary  of  the  exercife. 

44  Of  all  the  affronts  which  they  can  offer, 
44  this  is  the  mod  infuking.  Unable  to  with* 
44  (land  it,  the  men  in  their  turn  become  furi- 
u  ous.  They  put  on  their  war-cap,  a  fort  of 
44  helmet  made  with-  the  fkin  that  covers  the 
44  neck,  of  the  hyaena,  the  long  hair  of  which 
44  forms  a  creft  that  floats  over  the  head,  aridi 
44  fetting  out  like  madmen,  never  return  till 
44  they  have  fucceeded  in  carrying  off  fome 
44  cattle. 

44  When  they  come  back,  their  wives  go  to 
44  meet  them,  and  extol  their  courage  amidft 
44  the  fondeft  carefles.  In  a  word,  nothing  is 
44  then  thought  of  but  mirth  and  jollity  ;  and, 
44  till  limilar  fcenes  are  recalled  by  fimilar  wants, 
44  pad  evils  are  forgotten." 

Such  was  the  fubftarice  of  the  details  by 
which  my  guide  endeavoured  to  juftify  the 
condu&  of  the  Houzouanas — *a  conduct  ren- 
dered neceflary  by  want,  and  fufficiently  autho- 
rised by  their  quality  of  favages.  With  our 
laws,  civilization,  manners,  and  the  prejudices 
we  thepce  imbibe,  we  confider  it  as  fomething 
monftrous  to  find,  in  the  favage  ftate,  hordes 
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rf  Free-booters,  who  give  themfclves  iip  to 
continual  rapine,  to  war  and  its  Concdmitant 
dangers,  in  order  to  avoid  hunger  and  find  the 
means  of  appealing  it*  But  which  is,  in  re* 
ality,  the  greateft  favage — he  who  has  lands  and 
flocks,  who  fixes  himfelf  to  one  fpot,  who  is 
acquainted  with  barter  and  fubfifts  by  the 
pra&ice  of  commerce ;  or  he  who  trufts  merely 
to  his  ftrength)  and  waits  for  the  moment  of 
heed,  before  he  thinks  of  procuring  what  he 
may  havfe  ocqafion  -  for  ?  Laws,  civilization, 
and  morals,  muft  undoubtedly  have  the  pre- 
ference ;  but  th6  evils  which  they  often  bring 
in  their  train  infinitely  diminifh,  in  my  eyes* 
the  misfortune  of  inhabiting  a  defert  and  of 
being  thereby  igndrant  of  them. 

When  ffiy  Hottentot  arrived  at  the  camp, 
his  prefence  occafioried  a  fort  bf  ftupor.  Had 
hfe  fallen  from  the  clouds,  he  could  not,  in  my 
opinion,  have  produced  more  aftonifhmenk 
He  was  foon  furrounded  by  my  people,  each 
frilhing  to  know  by  what  Angular  adventures 
he  had  got' to  fuch  a  diftance  from  his  native 
Country,  So  highly  was  their  curiofity  excit- 
ed that  they  never  quitted  him ;  and,  after  they 
had  ghren  him  fom*  refreftiment,  they  eta- 
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ployed  the  remainder  of  the  time  till  the  mo- 
ment of  our  .departure,  without  fuffering'  him 
to  reft  during  the  night  even,  in  putting  quef- 
.iions  to  him  and  hearing  his  replies 

Next  morning  I  proceeded,  as  I  had  announ- 
ced, to  pitch  my  tent  on  the  banks  of  the  rivtf- 
Jet.  -  In  my  w^y  thither,  I  ftill  obferved  that 
faline  fubftanoe  of  which  I  have  already 
fpoken ;.  but  on  the  mountain  it,  no  longer 
<exifted,  and  I  could  difcover  -no  traces  of  it.. 

The  return  of  the  Hottentot  freed  the 
Houzouanas  from  their  fear;  and  the  accounts 
which  he  gave  of  my  behaviour  infpired 
them  with  the  utmoft  confidence.  Scarcely 
had  1  arranged  my  qarnp,  when  they  all  came 
in  a  friendly  manner  to  vifit  me.  You  would 
have  fuppofed  that  we  had  been  long  united  by 
reciprocal  fentiments  of  fraternity  j  but  it  was 
not,  thus  with  my  people.  The  name  Hou-* 
zouana  had  ftruck  their  minds  with  fo  much 
drea^d, .  their  prejudices  were  fo  deeply  rootedj 
•  that  they  could  not  look  at  them  without  a* 
panic;  and,  till  the  moment  of  our  departure* 
they  continued  to  behold  them  with  the  fame 
horror. 

What,  during  my  firft  journey,  had  been  the 
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Fear  they  entertained  of  the  Caffres,  fuch  in  my 
fecond  was  that  infpired  by  the  Houzouanas  ; 
^and  I  had  no4  more  hope  of  curing  it  in  the  / 
prefent  than  in  the  former  inftance.  The  la- 
vage, furrounded  by  enemies  and  dangers,  muft 
necefTarily  be  miftruftful  and  fufpicious.  If, 
among  the  enemies  he  has  to  dread,  there  are 
fome  who  are  truly  formidable,  his  miftruft  is 
converted  into  terror.  The  name  alone  of  thefe 
will  make  him  tremble ;  he  gives  credit  to.  the 
mod  improbable  tales  and  the  moft  ridiculous s 
Fables  that  may  be  told  refpe&ing  them ;  and, 
being,  thus  previoufly  fubjedted  by  his  timidity, 
he  becomes  an  eafy  cbnqueft.  The  firft  fuc- 
cefsful  expedition  is  fufficient  to  eftablifh  the 
empire  of  one  horde  over  all  the  reft.  Such 
has  been  the  fortune  of  the  Houzouanas  ;  their 
pame  is  tranfmitted  with  terror  from  mouth  to 
mouth ;  their  renown  is  conveyed  from  di£» 
tri£t  to  diftri<3,  even  to  the  Cape, .  where 
the  mod  abfurd  relations  are  propagated  con- 
cerning them.  Their  wandering  life  gives 
to  thefe  relations  additional  credit ;  the  im- 
poffibility  of  knowing  them  ^doubles,  in  thtf 
eyes  of  the  other  favages,  their  real  ftrength  j 
and  tbey  are  believed  to  be  numerous,  becaufc 
M  2  they 
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they  are  feen  always  a&ive,  and  take  their  en&» 
mies  by  furprife. 

Their  horde,  very  inconfiderablc  of  itfelf, 
was  ftill  more  fo  at  this  time,  by  the  abfence  of 
a  part  of  thofe  who  compofed  it  They  had 
gone  out,  as  they  term  it,  to  procure  proyifion ; 
and  there  remained  in  the  kraal  twenty-feven 
men  only,  feven  women,  and  a  few  children* 
Thefe,  waited  for  the  return  of  their  compa- 
nions, in  order  to  quit  their  eftablifhment,  and 
repair  in  a  body,  by  a  fouth-weft  route,  to- 
wards the  mouth  of  Orange-River.  Men, 
whofe  mode  of  life  fubje&s  them  to  the  conti- 
nual apprehenfion  of  being  attacked,  or  who  are 
frequently  obliged  to  make  diftant  excurfions, 
cannot  long  inhabit  the  fame  fpot.  It  was 
only  in  the  courfe  of  their  pafling  it,  that  they 
had  fettled  near  the  rivulet;  and  it  was  a  for- 
tunate circumftance  for  me  that  I  fell  in  with 
them. 

The  Houzouanas  are  of  low  ftature;  and* 
a  perfon  five  feet  four  inches  in  height  is  ac- 
counted among  them  very  tall ;  but  in  their 
little  bodies,  peife&ly  welt  proportioned,  are, 
united,  with  furprifing  ftrength  and  agility,, 
*  certaia  air  pf  affurance,  boldnefs,  and  haugh- 

tinefs, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


■ ;  :>> 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Hjlu 


H  OTJ  Z  O  UANA  MAN  . 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


1 


MAN 


Digitized  by 


Google 


.  -  -  J '--_'. 


Digitized  by -GoOgle* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


A  F  R  I  C  A.  165 

tlnefs,  which  awes  the  beholder,  ai*d  with  which 
I  was%  greatly  pleafed.  Of  all  the  favage  races, 
I  have  feen  none  that  appeared  to  be  endowed 
with  fo  active  a  mind,  and  fo  hardy  a  conftitu- 
tipn. 

Their  head^  though  it  exhibits  the  principal 
charaderifticis  of  that  of  the  Hottentot,  is,  how- 
ever, rounder  towards  the  chin.  They  are 
alfo  not  fo  black  in  complexion ;  but  have  the 
lead  colour  of  the  Malays,  diftinguiihed  at  the 
Cape  by  the  name  of  bougutnU*  Their  hair, 
more  woolly,  is  fo  fhort  that  I  imagined  at  firft 
their  heads  to  have  been  fhaved.  The  nofe  too 
is  ftili  flatter  than  that  of  the  Hottentots ;  or, 
rather,  they  feem  altogether  deftitute  of  a 
npfe ;  what  they  have  confiding  only  of  two 
broad  noftrils  which  project  at  mod  but  five  or 
fix  linesw  Accordingly,  mine  being  th$  only 
pne  in  the  company  formed  after  the  European 
manner,  I  appeared  in  their  eyes  as  a  being 
disfigured  by  nature.  They  could  not  be  re- 
conciled to  this  difference,  which  they  con* 
fidered  as  a  monftrous  deformity ;  and,  during 
the  firft  days  of  my  refidence  among  them,  I 
fow  their  eyes  continually  fixed  on  my  coun- 
M  3  tenance, 
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tenancy  with  an  air  of  aftohifhment  truly 
laughable* 

x  From  this  conformation  of  the  riofe,  a  Hou- 
zouana,  when  feen  in  profile,  is  the  reverfe  of 
handfome,  and  confiderably  refembles  an  ape* 
When  beheld  in  front,  he  prefents,  on  the  firft 
view,  an  extraordinary  appearance,  as  half  the 
face  feems  to  be  fore-head.  The  features, 
however,  are  fo  expreffive,  "and  the  eyes  fo 
large  and  lively,  that,  notwithftanding  this 
fingularity  of  look,  the  countenance  is  tote-  r 
tally  agreeable.,    . 

As  the  heat  of  the  climate  in  which  he  lives 
renders  clothing  unnecefiary,  he  continues 
during  the  whole  year  almoft  entirely  naked, 
'  having  no  other  covering  than  a  very  fmall 
jaekal-£kin  fattened  round  his  loins  by  tvyo 
thongs,  the  extremities  of  which  hang  down  to 
his  knees.  Hardened  by  this  conftant  habit  of 
nakednefs,  he  becomes  fo  infenfible  to  the  va- 
riations of  the  atmofphere,  that,  wheh  he  re~ 
move?  from  the  burning  fands  of  the  level 
country  to  the  fnow  and  hoar-froft  of  his 
mountains,  he  feems  indifferent  to  and  not; 
even  to  feel  the  cold. 

His 
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.  His  hut  in  no- wife  refembles  that  of  the 
Hottentot,  It  appears  as  if  cut  vertically- 
through  the  middle ;  .fo  that  the  hut  of  a  Hot- 
tentot would  make  two  of  thofe  of  the  Hou- 
zouanas.  During  their  emigrations,  they  leave 
them  {landing,  in  order  that,  if  any  other  horde 
of  the  fame  nation  pafs  that  way,  they  may 
make  ufe  of  them.  \Vhen  on  a  journey,  they 
have  nothing  to  repofe  on  but  a  mat  fufpended  . 
from  two  flicks,  and  placed  in  aa- inclined 
pofition.  They  often  even  fleep  on  the  bare 
ground.  A  projecting  rock  is  then  fufficient 
to  flicker  them  j  for  every  thing  is  fuited  to  a 
people  whofe  conftitutions  are  proof  againft 
the  fevereft  fatigue.  If,  however,  they  flop 
any  where  to  fojourn  for  a  while,  and  find 
materials  proper  for  .conftruding  huts,  they 
then  form  a,  kraal ;  but  they  abandon  it  on 
their  departure,  as  is  the  cafe  with  all  the  huts 
which  they  eredt. 

This  cuftom  of  labouring  for  others  of  their 
tribe  announces  a  focijil  charter  and  a.bener 
volent  difpofition.  They  are,  indeed,  riot  only 
affe&ionate  •  hufbands  ,  and  good  fathers, 'but 
excellent  companions.  When  they  inhabit 
M  4  a  kraal* 
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£  kraal*  there  is  no  fucfc  thing  among  them  ai 
private  property ;  whatever  they  poflefs  is  in 
common.  If  two  hordes  of  the  fame  nation 
meet,  the  reception  is  oh  both  fides  friendly  5 
they  afford  each  other  mutual  prote&ioo,  and 
confer  reciprocal  pbligatipns.  In  (hort,  they 
treat  one  another  as  brethren,  though  perhaps 
they  are  perfect  ftrangers,  and  have  never  (peti 
each  other  before. 

Active  and  nhjible  by  pature,  the  Hon* 
^ouana  cbnfiders  it  as  amufement  to  climb 
mountains  and  the  ihoft  elevate^  peaks ;  and 
their  fkill  in  this  refpeflfc  was  very  advan- 
tageous to  me#     The  rivulet  near  which  I 
pneamped  had  a  coppery  tafte  and  a  naufeotxa 
fmell,  which  rendered  it  imppffible  fof  me  tq 
drink  the  water.     My  cattle,  accuftpmed  to 
the  bad  Crater  of  the  country,  were  fatisfied 
with  it :  but  I  was  afraid  that  it  might  injure 
my  people  j  and  I  would,  01}  that  account,  not 
permit  them  to  ufe  it.     The  Houzouanas  had 
no  mjlk  to  give  me,  as  they  poffeffed  only 
a  few  wretched  cows  which  they  had  plun- 
dered.    Having  afked  them  if  they  knew  of 
£»y  goo4  fpring  in  the  neighbourhood^  to 
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Which  I  could  fend  my  company  to  procure  a 
fupply  of  water,  they  fct  out  themfelves  in  art 
iaifcnt,  without  making  irie  a  reply,  clambered 
up  their  mountains,  and  in  lefs  than  two  hours 
brought  back  ?U  my  leather  bottles  and  veflela 
full  of  excellent  water. 

During  the  whole  time  of  my  refidehce  on 
the  rivulet,  they  rendered  me  the  fame  fervice* 
uniformly  dHplaying  the  fame  zeal  and  the  fame 
feadinefs.  One  of  thefe  expeditions  would 
have  employed  my  Hottentots  a  wholeday. 

When  on  a  journey,  fcarcity  of  water  gives 

them  no  tineafinefs,  even  in  the  middle  of  a 

defert.     By  a  particulat  art  they  can  difcover 

water  that  is  concealed  in  the  bowels  of  the 

earth ;  and  their  inftin<a,  in  this  point,  is  even 

fuperior  to  that  of  the  other  Africans.     Ant- 

jnals,  in  like  cafes  of  diftrefe,  find  water  alfo  ; 

but  it  is  only  by  the  fmell,     There  muft  be  a 

current  of  air  to  convey  to  them  the  exhalation 

which  rifes  frbn>  it;  and  confequently  they 

jhuft  be  to  the  windward.     While  I  refided  in 

-  the  defert,  during  my  firft  journey,  my  favag& 

had  fhown  more  than  once  the  fame  faculty  ; 

^nd  1  toyfejf  acquired  it  alfo  from  their  in- 

{iru&ion,  as  I  have  m«xtioned  in  my  narrative. 
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The  Houzouana,  more  expert,  employs  only 
his  fight.  ♦  He  throws  himfelf  flat  on  the 
ground,  takes  a  diftant  view,  and,  if  tjbe  fpace 
which  he  traverf^s  with  his  eye  conceals  any 
Subterranean  fpring,  he  rifps  and  points  with 
Ixis  finger  to  the  fpot  where  it  is  to  be  fouqd; 
The  only  thing  by  which  he  difcovers  it  is 
that  ethereal  and  fubtile  exhalation  which,  eva.-* 
porates  from  every  current  of  water;,  when  not* 
funk  to  too  great  a  depth.    . 

With  regard  to  pools  and  other  colle&ions 
formed  by  the  rain,  as  their  evaporation  h 
more  fenfible,  they  are  difcoverable  even  wheq , 
hid  by  an  eminence  or  a  hill ;  apd  the  vapotfr, 
of  ftreams,  fuch  as  rivers  or  rivulets,  being  ftill 
more  abundant,  is  fo  diftin&ly  marked  by  it, 
that  their  coUrfe  and  even  all  their  finuofitiea 
may  be  traced,  .  .      '  v 

I  endeavoured  to  learn  this  art  of  the  Hou- 
zouanas,  during  the  time  I  refided  amongft 
them.  1  followed  their  example,  and  pra&ifed 
their  leflbns ;  and  was  at  length  able  to  make 
fimilardifcoveries,  and  with  as  much  certainty* 
My  talent,  however,  was  far  from  being  fo  ex- 
tferifive  as  theirs  j  for,  owing  either  to  the  na- 
tural weaknefs  of  my  fight  or  the  want  of  ex- 
perience, 
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perience,  I  could  diftiriguifti  water  at  no  greater 
diflance  than  three  hundred  paces,  while  they 
could  perceive  it  at  a  diflance  much  more  con- 
fiderable.  \       .    , 

The  only  arms  of  the  Houzouan&s  arie  bow$. 
and  arrows.  The  arrows,  which  are  very 
fhort,  are  carried  on  the  /houlder  in  a  quiver, 
about  eighteen  inches  in  length,  and  four  in 
diameter,  made  of  the  bark  of  the  aloe,  and  co- 
vered with  the  fkin  of  a  large  <fpecie$  of  lizard, 
which  thefe  wanderers  find  in  all  their  rivers, 
particularly  on  the  banks  of  Orange  and  Fifli-' 
Siver. 

Obliged  to  maintain  9  numerous  troop,  and 
bping  defirous  that  the  whole  horde  fhould 
participate  in  my  game,  of  which  I  procured 
abundance*  I  went  out  daily  to  the  chace,  al- 
ways accompanied  by  a  great  number  of  the 
Houzouanas.  If  I  hunted  in  the  mountains, 
I  climbed  the  rdcks  with  them.  In  the  plain  I 
ufed  one  of  my  horf^s ;  but,  whether  they  fol- 
Ipwed  me  or  were  employed  in  driving  towards 
me  the  zebras  aud  antelopes,  they  fhowed 
themfelves  indefatigable  j  and,  however  faft 
I  rode,  I  always  found  them  keep  pace  with 
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My  people,  prejudiced  againft  this  nation, 
were  filled  with  alarm  whenever  they  faw'me 
thus  occupied.  Every  report  of  my  gun  made 
them  tremble.  They  continually  imagined 
that  the  Houzouanas  were  in  the  ad  of  aflaf- 
finating  me,  and  that  they  fhould  afterward* 
experience  themfelves  the  fame  fate  j  and  they 
jiever  beheld  me  return  to  my  camp  without 
teftifying  their  joy,  confidering  me  as  a  man 
c&aped  from  death. 

For  myfelf,  being  daily  employed  in  render* 
ing  them  fervices,  and  feeing  thefe  favages,  on 
their  p&rt,  aarer  ready  to  oblige  me,  I  laughed 
?t  fuch  vain  terrors.  Jn  my  way  of  judging* 
I  had  nothing  to  apprehend  from  a  people  who 
gained  fo  much  by  my  prefence,  and  *?ho 
would,  confequently,  have  been  confiden&le 
Jofers  by  my  death. 

Duripg  the  long  excurfions  which  we  made 
together,  they  in  no  instance  belied  their  cha- 
rader.  Ip  many  refpeds  they  appeared  to 
refemble  tjie  Arabs.,  who,  being  alio  wander* 
ers,  and  like  them  brave  and,  addided  to  ra* 
pine,  adhere  with  unalterable  fidelity  to  their 
engagements,  and  defend,  ev^tpi  to  the  laft  drop 

$  their  blood,  the  traveller  Y&o  civUJy  Pbr- 

<?hafea 
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chafes  their  fervices,  and  puts  himfelf  under 
their  prote&ion. 

If  my  plan  of  traverfing  from  fouth  to  north 
the  whole  of  Africa  was  at  all  pra&icable,  I 
repeat  it,  it  coul/1  have  been  accbmplifhed  only 
with  the  Houzouanas.*  I  am  convinced  that 
fifty  men  of  this  temperate,  brave,  and  inde- 
fatigable nation  would  have  been  fufficient  to 
enable  me  to  carry  it  into  execution ;  and  I 
{hall  always  regret  that  I  became  acquainted 
with  them  too  late  for  the  trial,  and  at  a,  period 
when  numberlefs  .misfortunes  had  compelled 
me,  for  a  time  at  leaft,  to  renounce  the  idea. 

With  whatever  confidence,  hefcvever,  their 
fidelity  had  infpired  me,  I  did  not  negle£t  the 
precautions  di&ated  by  prudence,  I  never 
trufted  myfelf  with  them  beyond  the  precinds 
of  jny  camp,  unlefs  when  well  armed*  I  will 
e*en  confefs  that,  at  firft,  I  made  my  people 
keep  watch ;  that  I  had  coriftantly  a  dog  in 
my  tent  during  the  night ;  and  that  my  fire- 
arms were  always  well  loaded.  But  at  thef 
fame  time  I  muft  alfo  acknowledge  that,  m 
taking  thefe  precautions,  I  had  not  fo  much 
in  view  the  Houzouanas  of  the  horde,  as  the 
reft  of  their  nation,  who,  not  being  acquainted, 
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and  having  contra&ed  no  alliance  with  m£f 
might  difcover  my  fires,  and  think  themfelves 
authorifed  to  take-me  by  furpnife,  and  attack 
me  in  the  night,  after  the  manner  of  thofe  free- 
booters known  in .  general  by  the  name  of 
Bofhmen. 

My  adventures  have  given  me  already  many 
Opportunities  of  fpeaking  of  thefe  BoOimen. 
1  have  before  faid,  that  the  people  at  the  Cape 
comprehend  under  this  general  appellation 
every  man,  of  whatever  nation  or  colour,  who, 
deferting,  retires  to  the  forefts  or  tile  moun- 
tains, there  to  affociate' with  other  fugitives, 
live  with  them  under  fuch  laws  as  a  band  of 
robbers  may  be  fuppofed  to  form,  and  fiibfift 
by  rapine,  without  even  fparing  fimilar  aflb- 
ciations  of  his  fellows  and  equals. 

The  Houzouanas,  being  known  only  by 
their  incurfions  and  plundering,  are  in  the  co* 
lonies  often  confounded  with  the  Bofhmen, 
arid  diftinguifhed  by  the  fame  appellation.  • 
Sometimes,  however,  from  their  tawny  co- 
lour, they  are  called  Chinefe  Hottentots .;  and,  . 
by. means  of  this  double  denomination,  ill-in- 
formed travellers  may  eafily  be  led  into  an 
$rror>  of  which  the  confequence  mud  be,  that 
5  their 
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theif  narratives  will  be  reptete  with  abfurdity 
and  falfehoods* 

Thdr  real  name,  and  the  only  one  which 
they  give  themfelves,  is  that  of  >Houzouana ; 
and  they  have  nothing  in  common  with  the 
Bofhmen,  who  are  not  a  diftindt  people,  but  a 
mere  cclledfcion  of  fugitives  and  free-booters* 
The  Houzouahas  form  no  alliances  but  among 
themfelves.  Beirig  almoft  always  at  war  with 
the  furrounding  nations,  they  never  mix  with 
them  ;  and,  if  they  confent  at  any  time  to  ad- 
mit a  ftranger  into  their  hordes,  it  is  only  after 
a  long  acquaintance,  a  fort  of  apprenticefhip, 
during  which  he  has  given  proofs  of  his  fide- 
lity, and  eftabliflied  his  courage.  The  Hot- 
tentot whom  I  found  there  had  fubmitted  to 
this  trial,  and  from  the  manner  in  which  he 
had  adquitted  himfelf  was  held  in  the  higheft 
eftimation. 

Though  the  Houzouanas  are  wanderers  lit 
their  country,  and  fpend  the  greater  part  of  the 
year  in  emigrations  and  diftant  excurfions, 
they  inhabit  an  immenfe  diftriS,  of  which,  in- 
deed, they  are  almoft  the  fole  inhabitants,  and 
from  which,  in  my  opinion,  no  nation  would 
he  able  to  expel  then*.     It  forms  that  part  of 
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Africa  which,  in  a  dire&ioa  from  eaft  to  ^re&j 
Extends  frojn  Caffraria  to  the  country  of  th4 
Greater  Nimiquas.  With  regard  to  its  bf eadth* 
from  fouth  to  north,  I  am  ignorant  of  its  cx-» 
tent  j  but  I  believe  it  to  be  vetfy  confiderable  * 
not  only  becaufe  an  immenfe  territory  is  ne* 
ceflary  to  fo  wandering  a  people,  but  alfo  be-* 
caufe  I  have  reafon  to  think  the  individuate  df 
this  nation  to  be  very  numerous. 

It  is  fuppofed  at  the  Cape  that  their  popu* 
lation  is  fmall ;  and  the  reafon  of  this  opinion 
i9,  that  when  they  emigrate  to  the  wefteni 
coafts,  whether  for  the  purpofe  of  fubfifting 
there  for  a  time  or  to  plunder,  they  are  never 
feen  in  large  bodies.  But  with  thefe  peopltf 
this  is  only  a  ftratagem.  Afraid  of  being 
attacked*  were  theif  number  knowft,  they  con* 
ceal  their  march  a*  much  as  poflible.  They 
purfue  their  courfe  through  the  narroweft  de- 
files, or  over  the  top?  of  mountains  j  and  fire* 
quently  even  they  travel  only  by  night.  Thi» 
caufes  them  to  be  the  more  dreaded ;  and  it  is 
often  imagined  that  they  are  already  in  the! 
neighbourhood,  when  they  are  a  hundred  a* 
perhaps  two  hundred  leagues  diftant. 

I  ?m  inclined  to  believe  that  the  Houzou* 
7  ana* 
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anas  are  thfe  original  ftem  of  the  various  na- 
tions inhabiting  at  prefent  the  fouthern  part 
of  Africa,  and  that  from  them  all  the  tribes  of 
the  eaftern  and  weftern  Hottentots  are  der 
fcended.  Proofs  of  this,  I  think,  may  be  per- 
ceived in  their  features,  and  in  that  clipping 
noife  of  the  tongue,  when  they  fpeak,"  which 
in  them  is  much  more  ftriking. 

Thefe,  however,  arc  vague  conclufions,  in- 
efficient to  eftablifl*  the  fa£t  in  queftion,  which 
requires  more  decifive  teftimonies.  The  peo- 
ple themfelves  know  nothing  of  their  origin.  * 
In  vain  did  I  feverai  times  interrogate  tliem 
on  the  fubjedt ;  they  always  replied  that  they 
inhabited  the  fame  country  which  had  been 
inhabited  by  their  anceftors ;  and  this  was  all 
the  fatisfa&ion  I  could  obtain.  It  was  not  till 
my  return  to  the  Cape  that  I  received  any  in- 
formation concerning  them,  which  was  from 
a  few  old  planters  refiding  in  the^eaftern  part 
of  the  colony  ;  and  though  I  confider  their  ac- 
counts only  as  ancient  traditions,  the  veracity 
of  which  I  dare  not  warrant,  I  (hall  here  lay 
them  before  my  readers. 

When  the  Europeans  came  to  eftablifli  them- 
felves at  the  Cape,  the  Houzouanas,  they  faid, 
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inhabited  the  country  of  Camdebo,  the  fnow^ 
mountains,  and  the  diftrift  that  feparates  thefe 
mountains  from  Caffraria.  Becdme  neigh- 
bours to  the  colony,  in 4  confequcnce  of  its- 
extending  itfelf  towards  them,  they  at  firft 
lfaed  on  peaceable  terms  with  the  planters; 
and,  as  they  displayed  more  intelligence  and 
greater  a&ivity  than  the  Hottentots,  they  were 
^ven  employed  in  preference  to  aflift  in  Cul- 
tivating the  land  and  in  forming  the  fettle- 
-tnent.  This  good  underftandmg  and  harmony 
were,  however,  foon  interrupted  by  that  mul- 
titude of  lawiefs  banditti  fent  from  Holland  to4 
people  the  country. 

Thefe  worthlefs  profligates  wifhed  to  enjoy 
the  fruits  of  the  land  without,  the  trouble  of 
tilling  it.  Educated,  befides,  with  all  the  pre- 
%  judices  of  the  whites,  they  imagined  that  men 
of  a  different  colour  were  born  only  to  be  their 
flaves.  They  accordingly  fubje&ed  them  ta 
bondage,  condemned  them  to  the  moll  la- 
borious fervices,  and  repaid  thefe  fcrvices  witk 
harlh  and  fevere  treatment.  The  Houzouanas, 
incenfed  at  fuch  arbitrary  and  tyrannical  con- 
.<Ju&,  refilled  any  longer  to  work  for  them,  and 
retired  to  the  defiles  of  their  mountains*     The , 
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fclantefs  took  up  arms  and  purfued  them ;  they 
maffacred  them  without  pity,  and  feized  on 
their  cattle  and  their  country*  Thofe  who 
efcaped  their  atrocities  betook  themfelves  to 
flight,  and  removed  to  the  land  which  they 
now  occupy ;  but,  on  quitting  their  former 
pofleflions,  they  fwore,  in  their  own  name  and 
that  of  their  pofterity,  to  exterminate  thefe 
European  monfters,  to  be  revenged  againft 
whom  they  had  fo  many  incitements.  And 
thus,  if  tradition  be  true,  was  a  peaceful  and 
induftrious  nation  rendered  warlike,  vindi&ive, 
and  ferocious,  x' 

This  hatred,  fo  juft  in  its  principle,  has  been  . 
perpetuated  from  generation  to  generation, 
though  the  Houzouanas  of  the  prefent  day  are 
ignorant  of  the  original  caufe  of  it.  Bred  up 
with  an  invincible  averfion  to  the  planters, 
they  know  only  that  they  are  animated  to 
plunder  and  deftroy  them ;  but  it  is  only  by  a 
vague  fentiment  of  deteftatiorf,  withxthe  fource 
of  which  they  are  unacquainted;  and  which 
happily,  in  rendering  them  cruel  towards  the 
planters,  does  not  prevent  them  from  b^ing 
good,  kind,  and  humane,  towards  each  other. 

What  I  have  faid  refpedting  the  moral  and 
N  a  phy- 
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phy  fical  qualities  of  the  Houzouanas  proves,  in 

.  my  opinion,  that  at  prefenttheyfortfiadiftindt 
nation  ;  but  what  fingularly  excited  my  afto- 
nilhment  was  the  enormous  natural  rump  of 
the  women,  which,  like  the  artificial  one? 
adapted  fome  years  ago  by  the  French  ladjes, 
diftinguifhes  them  from  every  ether  people, 
favage  or  polilhed,  I  have  ever  known*   ' 

I  have  feveral  times,  in  my  former  travels, 
had  occafion  to  remark,  that,  among  the  fe- 
male Hottentots  in  general,,  as  they  advance  in 
age,,  the  inferior  part  of  the  back  fwells  our, 
and  acquires  a  fize  which  greatly  exceeds  the 
proportion  it  bore  in'  infancy  with  the  other 

t  parts  of  thq  body.  The  Houzouana  women, 
having  in  their  figure  fome  refembl&nce  to  the 
Hottentots,  and  appearing,  therefore,  to  be  of 

.  the  fame  race,  one  might  be  induced  to  believe 
that  their  projection  ;behind  is  only  the  Hot- 
tentot rump  more  fwell?d  and  extended.  I 
obferved,  however,  that  among  the  former  this 

,  Angularity  was  an  excrefcence  of  flow  growth, 
and  in  fome  meafure  an  infirmity  of  old  age; 

■  whereas  i.mong  the  latter  it  is  a  natural 
deformity,  an  original  chara&eriftic  of  their 
race. 

Refle<2- 
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Reflecting  on  the  caufe  of  this  phehomenon, 
I  afcribed  it  at  firft  to  an  extraordinary  curva- 
ture of  the  fpine,  or  to  a  prominence  of  the 
lower  vertebra  and  os  facrurri,  which,  project- 
ing forwards,  rendered  that  part  more  protube- 
rant, and  threw  the  haunches  out  of  their  ulbal 
pofition ;  but  very  decifive  obfervations  foon 
convinced  me  of  the  contrary.  The  bones 
which  form  the  fkeleton  of  the  reins  were  in 
their  natural  fituation ;  none  of  the  vertebrae 
were  deranged ;  and  this  extended  rump  is 
only  a  fat  and  flefhy  mafs,  which,  upon  every 
movement  of  the  body,  exhibits  a  mod  re- 
markable quivering  and  undulation. 

I  faw  a  girl,  three  years  old,  entirely  naked, 
as  indeed  are  all  the  children  of  the  favjiges  at 
that  age,  playing  and  jumping  before  me  fot 
feveral  hours.  I  at  firft  pitied  her  condition, 
in  being  loaded  with  fo*  cumbrous  a  burden, 
which  I  thought  muft  obftrufl  her  movements  ; 
but  I  did  not  perceive,  that,  on  this  account,  (he 
was  the  lefs  at  her  eafe,  or  at  all  reftridted  in 
her  freedom.  In  amufing  herfelf  with  4  young 
brothet,  fhe  would  fometimes  walk  along  as  if 
flie  had  been  counting  her  fteps ;  then  fuddgnly 
flopping,  and  ftamping  her  foot  againft  the 
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ground,  would  give  a  (hock  to  her  body,  which 
made  her  pofteriors  quiver  like  a  lump  of  fliak- 
ing  jelly.  The  little  urchin  would  endeavour  to 
imitate  her ;  but  not  being  able,  as  he  had  not 
the  fame  configuration  behind,  which  is  pecu- 
liar to  the  females,  he  would  Jburft  into  a 
paffion,  while  his  filler  laughed  heartily  at  his 
difappointment. 

The  Houzouana  mothers  wear ,  on  their * 
reins,  like  our  miners,  a  ikin  which  covers 
this  protuberance  of  the  pofteriors ;  but  which, 
being  thin  and  pliable,  yields  to  the  quivering 
of  the  flefh,  and  becomes  agitated  in  the  fame 
manner.  When  on  a  journey,  or  when  they 
have  children  too  young  to  follow  them,  they 
place  them  upon  their  rump,  I  faw  one  of 
thefe  women  run  in  this  manner  with  a  child, 
about  three  years  of  age,  that  ftood  ere€t  on 
its  feet  at  heir  back,  like  a  fopt- boy  behind  a 
carriage. 

With  this  monftrous  deformity,  who  would 
believe  that  the  Houzouana  jyomen  have  a  hand 
and  foot  remarkably  delicate  j  that  their  arms  are 
beautifully  formed ;  and  that  thefe  parts  of  their 
body  are  abfolutely  perfe&  ?  Obliged  to  follow 
'   their  hufbands  in  their  long  excurfions,  they 
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wear,  like  them,  faadals ;  like  them,  have  their 
hea<js  covered  with  a  cap  formed  of  the  ikia 
■of  a  jackal ;  and,  like  them  alfo,  go  almoft  en- 
tirely naked,  wearing  before  only  a  very  fmall 
apron  of  modefty,  and  on  their  loins  the  piece 
of  leather  of  which  I  have  before  fpoken.  At 
their  fide  is  a  box  made  of  wood,  ivory,  or 
lortoife-ihell,  to  hold  the  greafe  with  which 
*hey  bougboH  and  befra.ear  themfelves,  and 
the  tail  of  fome  quadruped,  fixed  to  the  end 
of  a  ftick,  with  which  they  wipe  their  body 
,  and  face  when  they  perfpire.  They  have  no 
beads  nor  any  ornament  whatever,  unlefs  we 
<cbnfider  as  ornaments  garters  and  bracelets  of 
raw  leather. 

As  a  fondnefs  for  4refs  and  a  define  of  plea-  v 
flng  are,  however,  natural  to  the  fex,  the 
Jiouzouana  women  no  fooner  faw  the  beads 
and  toys  with  which  thofe  in  my  troop  were 
ornamented  than  they  exprefled  a  defire  to 
have  fome  alfo.  V  diftributed*  therefore,  a  few 
to  each  of  them;  and  from  that  moment  they 
never  ceafed  to  wear  them,  and  with  much 
apparent  fatisfa&ion. 

I  have  faid  that  they  boughou  and  befmear 

themfelves  with  greafe.     This  cuftom  is  com- 

-    N  4  mon 

Digitized  by  LjOC 


x84  TRAVELS    IN 

mon  to  the  men  as  well  as  to  the  women. 
Like  the  wreftlers  and  pugUifts  of  antiqliity, 
they  think  it  neceflary  to  preferve  the  pliability 
of  their  limbs.  For  this  operation,  they  em- 
ploy the  fat  of  fuch  animals  as  they  kill  in  the 
chace;  and  if  that  fail  them,  they  have  recourfe 
to  the  oil  which  exudes  from  the  nymphs  of 
ants  when  they  broil  them  for  nourifhihent,  and 
which  they  collect  and  preferve  for  the  pw> 
pofe.  Their  bddies,  when  anointed  with  this 
pil,  have  a  very  ftrong  fmellj  but  it  is  not  di& 
agreeable,  ' 

On  the  third  day  of  my  encampment  near 
the  horde,  five  men  and  two  women  arrived 
from  an  excurfion,  bringing  with  them  two  live 
fheep.  The  fruits  of  their  depredations  had 
confided  of  three  of  thefe  animals  j  but  the 
third  efcaped  by  the  way  and  was  loft. 

They  were  driving  the  fheep  beforp  them, 
when,  on  approaching  the  kraal,  they  fuddenly 
perceived  my  camp.  The  fight  of  fo  many 
ftrkngers,«of  whom  they  had  no  knowledge, 
ajarmed  them.  They  inftantly  abandoned 
their  booty,  and  retired  with  precipitation  j 
but,  feeing  their  companions  in  a  ftate  of  fafety, 
which  feemed  to  announce  that  we  were  pn 
9  goocj 
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good  terms  with  each  other,  they  again  advai^ 
(&d,  and  in  lefs  than  an  hour  were  as  familiar 
as  the  reft. 

As  I  intended  to  make  an  excurfion  towards 
the  north  north-weft,  for  the  purpofe  of  difc. 
covering  rare  birds  or  new  hordes,  I  commu- 
nicated my  defign  to  the  Houzouanas,  who 
readily  offered  to  accompany  mef  but  ponfefled 
*t  the!  fame  time  that,  having  neve*  pene-, 
tr^ted  far  into  that  part  of  the  country,  they 
sould  give  me  no  information  rpfpe&ing  it# 

Being  ignorant .  what  time  this  excurfion 
might  require,  and  with  what  difficulties  it 
might  be  attended,  I  thought  it  prudent  that 
fpnie  of  my  own  people  fliOuld  be  of  the  party. 
The  journey,  however,  Was  extremely  fa- 
tiguing, and  unprodu&ive  of  the  fmall^ft  dif? 
covery. 

On  my  return,  the  Houzduanas  propofed 
another  in  the  oppofite  quarter.  To  accora* 
pliih  this  fecond  excurfion,  it  would  be  ne- 
cefiary  to  traverfe  the  mountains  for  three 
whole  days,  after  which  I  fhould  find  nations 
with  whom  they  were  at  peace,  and  who  were 
pf  the  Kabobiqua  race;  but  I  muft  have  left 
fny  hojfes  and  cattle  behind  me,  ^s  the  rpadjs, 
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they  faid,  were  impaflable  for  thefe  animaU. 
Though  this  plan  was  agreeable  in  certain 
points  of  view,  it  difpleafed  me  in  others* 
Happily,  however,  they  enabled  me  to  form 
another,  which  1  determined  to  execute. 

I  have  already  remarked,  that  it  was  by  a 
fortunate  chance  that  I  fell  in  with  theta.  They 
were  then  on  their  way  to  the  eaftern  coafts, 
and  had  halted  on  the  banks  of  the  rivulet  only 
to  wait  for  fome  of  their  parties,  who  had  de- 
tached themfeives  from  the  general  body,  ia 
order  to  go  a-marauding  in  the  plains.  Their 
route  towards  the  eaft  was  little  different  from 
that  which  I  propofed  to  take  ;  and  |  few  that, 
by/  marching  along  with  them  dr  engaging 
them  to  attend  me,  I  (hould  obtain  trufty 
guides  as  well  as  able  defenders.  It  was  pofc 
fible  that  I  might  mget  with  bodies  of  Hou- 
zouanas,  with  whom,  were  none  of  thefe  peo- 
ple in  my  company,  I  might  he  obliged  to 
combat.  United  to  them,  flxould  I  even  be 
attacked  by  a  whole  gajtipp,  I  k*d  nothing  to 
fear. 

I  did  not,  therefore,  hefitate  a  moment;  and, 
to  efcort  me  as  far  as  Filh-River,  I  offered 
jthcm  four  milch-cows,    To  people  who  oftes 

eypofe 
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expofe  their  lives  for  a  fingle  flieep,  .this  was  a 
temptation '  not  to  be  refitted.  Accordingly 
they  requefted  only  that  I  would  allow  them 
four  or  five  days  to  collect  dheir  friends — to 
which  I  readily  confented. 

In  the  evening  they  difperfed  themfelves 
over  the  mountain,  climbing  to  the  highelt 
fummits,  there  to  kindle  fires  which  might 
ferve  as  fignals  to  the  fcattered  parties  of  their 
friends  j  or  to  obferve  thofe  which  the  latter 
might  kindle  in  the  plains.  They  had  no 
doubt  that,  if  they  fiicceeded.  in  making  their 
fires  be  perceived,  all  the  different  bodies  would 
immediately  join  them. 

No&urnal  fires  are  a  peculiar  language  un? 
derftood  and  employed  by  almoft  fill  favage 
nations.  None,  however,  have  carried  this  art 
fo  far  as  the  Houzouanas,  becaufe  none  have 
fo  much  need  of  underftanding  and  bringing 
it  to  perfe&ion.  If  it  be  neceflary  to  announce 
a  defeat  or  a  vi&ory,  an  arrival  or  departure, 
a  fuccefsfui  plundering  expedition  or  the  want 
of  afliftance,  in  a  word,  any  intelligence  what- 
ever, they  are  able,  either  by  the  number  of 
their  fires  or  the  manner  id  which  they  ar^ 
range  them,  to  make  it  known  in  an  inftant. 

They 
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They  are  even  fo  fagacicms  as  to  vary  their 
fires  from  time  to  time,  left  their  enemies 
fhould  become  acquainted  with  their  iignals, 
and  treacheroufly  employ  them,  in  their  turn, 
to  furprife  them, 

I  am  perfe&ly  unacquainted  with  the  prin- 

.  ciples  of  this  language,  invented  with  fo  mych 
ingenuity ;  not  having  afkied  them  to  teach 
me  fo  much  as  the  elements  of  it,  becaufe  I 
was  certain  they  would  have  refuted.  All  I 
can  fay  is,  that  three  fires  kindled  at  the  dik 

-  tance  of  twenty  paces  from  each  other,  fo  as  to 
form  an  equilateral  triangle,  are  a  fignal  for 
rallying ;  at  leaft,  during  the   five   days  em- 

,  ployed  in  calling  together  and  waiting  for  the 
fcattered  detachments,  they  made  flo  qth?r. 

It  appears  as  if  the  marauders  were  at  too 
great  a  diftance  to  perceive  their  fign$ds  j  for 
none  of  them  returned.  Th?ir  abfenoe,  how- 
ever, did  not  prevent  us  from  fetting  out  on 
the  fixth  day.  The  Houzpuanas  left  their  huts 
ftanding ;  and,  to  announce  their  departure, 
four  men  remained  in  the  kraal,  who  had 
orders  to  kindle  other  fires,  and  to  join  up  iq 
the  night,  after  they  had  lighted  them. 

This  arrangement  was  highly  difple^fing  tp 

my 
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toy  poltroon?.  They  apprehended  that  the 
intention  of  my  guides  was  to  lead  us  into  fome 
ambufh,  where  we  (hould  ail  be  maflacred; 
and  that  the  four  men  left  behind  v^er^,  by  their 
(ignals,  to  give  notice  to  fome  of  their  parties  to 
comfc  upon  us  while  we  were  afleep.  In  fhort, 
there  was  no  danger  which  their  terrified  imi- 
gination  did  not  dread;  and  fo  great  was 
their  cowardice,  that  they  durft  not  venture  to 
ftir  from  my  camp^  even  in  the  day  time;  nQr 
would  my  hunters  ever  ga  out  to  the  chace 
unlefs  I  accompanied  them. 

We  dire&ed  our  courfe  acrofs  the  moun- 
tains in  a  ftraight  line  towards  the  fouth-eaft, 
and  did  not  halt  till  ten  at  night,  in  a  place 
where  we  found  plenty  of  good  water  in  the 
cavities  of  the  rocks*  Towards  midnight,  the 
four  men  of  the  hprde  arrived  ;  and  if  their 
prefence  afibrded  me  pleafure,  as  it  announ- 
ced the  fcrupulous  pun&uality  and  a&ive 
zeal  of  their  nation,  it  was  no  lefs  agreeable  to 
my  poltroons,  whofe  fufpicions  it  in  fome 
meafure  allayed. 

Though  they  now  faw  their  pretended  ene- 
mies before  them,  they  were  neverthelefs  fo 
ftjuck  that  they  flill  apprehended  fome  noc- 
turnal 
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turnal  treachery.  I  had,  therefore,  n6  need  tQ 
recommend  to  them  to  be  vigilant.  Not  one 
indulged  himfelf  in  fleep  j  on  the  contrary, 
•  they  all  fpent  the  night  in  cafting  their  eyes 
every  where  around,  palpitating  if  they  heard 
thefmalleft  noife,  and  watching  with  alarm  the 
lead  movement  of  the  Houzouanas,Avho,  during 
the  whole  time,  were  repofing  in  tranquillity* 

When  day  appeared,  fo  that  I  could  diftin- 
guifh  objects  arotind  me,  I  obferved,  with 
eonfiderable  pain,  that  the  earth  was  abfo- 
iutely  parched  up,  that  it  did  not  prefent  a 
fingle  blade  of  grafs,  and  that  my  cattle  muft 
confequently  have  remained  the  whole  night 
without  food. 

I  communicated  my  uneafinefs  to  the  Hou- 
zouanas,  and  afked  them  how  many  days  it 
would  require  to  go  in  a  ftraight  direction  to 
the  fea,  and  whether  we  ihould  meet  with 
pafturage  and  water  on  our  route-  Their 
anfwer  threw  me  into  confternation.  They 
informed  me,  that  if  the  drought  had  been 
general,  as  they  were  aflured,  we  muft  expe&t 
by  advancing  in  that  quarter,  to  find,  where-  • 
ever  we  pafled,  a  foil  equally  naked,  and  in 
all  probability  deftitute  of  water. 

After 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ (C 


A  F  R  I'C  A.  ipi 

Aftet  luch  intelligence,  it  was  impoflible  for 
me  to  proceed  farther.  Befides  expofing  my~ 
ielfto  the  hazard  of  lofing  all  my  cattle,  and 
of  leaving  in  the  defert  the  greater  part  of  my  ' 
effedts,  I  could  not  forget  that  I  had  eveiy  day 
to  feed,  independently  of  my  own  party,  forty 
new  months  ;  and  that  for  fuch  a  multitude  an 
abundance  of  large  game  would  be  requifite. 
Iri  a  country  that  afforded  neither  pafturage 
nor  water,  what  hopes  were  there  of  finding 
fuch  game,  when  the  period  of  their  paflage 
was  elapfed  ?  The  cafe  was  now  different  from 
what  it  had  been  in  the  fertile  plains  of  C^f- 
fraria,  when  the  body  of  Hottentots  in  my  train, 
who  were  fo  iaterefting  and  of  fo  muchimport- 
ance  to  me,  having  plenty  of  every  thing* 
increafed  the  happinefs  of  my  fituatioi*  by  the 
tooft  agreeable  relaxations  and  the  moft  varied 
amufements.  Here  wretchednefs  and  fatigue 
were  likely  to  be  my  conftant  companions;  and* 
though  free  from  the  apprehenfions  and  terror 
which  pervaded  my  whole  company,  I  was 
far  from  beholding  with  the  fame  eye,  as  ia 
that  inftancs,  thefe  new  favages,  affociated  with 
me  in  my  excurfions,  and  offering  to  fliafe  in 
my  fatigue.  My  only  refource,  under  the 
$  prefent 
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prefent  circumftances,  was  to  proceed  to  a  di£* 
tridfc  lefe  parched ;  and  having  on  this  point 
interrogated  my  Houzouanas,  they  affured  me, 
that,  by  following  the  chain  of  mountains,  we 
could  not  fail  to  find  both  water  and  paftu- 

There  was  no  longer  occafion  to  hefitate. 
I  gave  orders,  therefore,  to  face  about ;  and 
we  directed  our  courfe  along  the  edge  of  the 
mountains  that  bounded  us  on  the  eaft.  But 
the  road  we  had  to  travel  was  fo  covered  with 
(tones  and  interfered  by  ravines,  that  we  fpent 
the  whole  day  in  advancing  fix  leagues,  and 
without  fo  much  as  once  halting,  notwith- 
standing the  infupportable  heat  of  a  fcorching 
fun,  as  we  could  find  neither  water  nor  fhelttir 
by  the  way. 

I  met  with  nothing  remarkable  during  this 
day's  journey,  except  the  neft  of  an  oftrich, 
in  which  was  the  female  hatching  her  young. 
Three  eggs,  depofited  on  the  bare  ground,  lay 
before  her  ;  and  fhe  was  fitting  upon  nine 
others,  the  young  in  which  were  in  fo  advan- 
ced a  ftate  as  to  be  ready  to  burft  the  (hell. 

The  feparation  of  the  eggs  in  this  manner 
into  two  parcels,  near  to,  but  diftant  from 

each 
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1  each  other,  is  a  fa&  I  have  already  mentioned 
in  my  firft  travels  j  but  the  way  in  which  I 
accounted  for  it  has  been  contradicted.  There 
are  perfons  who  cannot  believe  that  the  oftrich 
places  eggs  before  her  neft,  to  ferve  as  food 
for  her  young  when  they  are  hatched.  So 
much  forefight  in  a  bird,  which  we  have 
hitherto*  thought  proper  to  confider  as  the 
emblem  of  ftupidity,  appears  to  them  an  im- 
probable  fi&iori.  It  has  been  faid,  that,  before 
the  publication!  of  my  travels,  no  natutadift 
ever  mentionfed  the  circumftance ;  which  is  the 

^  fum  total  of  all  the  obje&ions  they  can  make ; 
and  I  have  furely  110  need  to  fhew  its  futi- 
lity,, fince,  as  naturalifts  have  fpoken  fo  dif- 
ferently on  other  points,  what  conclufion' 
would  be  made  fhould  I  affirm,  on  my  part, 
that  they  have  publifhed  nothing  but  falfehoods 
and  errors?    '- 

How  many  difcoveries  in  natural  hiftory, 
controverted  at  firft  on  account  of  their  no- 
velty, are  now  admitted  as  inconteftable  truths ! 
When  a  traveller  thought  proper  to  fay,  that 
coral  wis  not  a  marine  production  of  the  vege- 
table kingdom,  but  a  real  neft  conftrufted  by 
infe&s ;  and  when  Delifle,  on  his  return  from 
Vol.  IIL  O  China, 
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China,  advanced  that  imbergris  was  produced 
by  a  whale,  and  gave  proofs  pf  it,  were  there 
not  men,  your  clofet  naturaliftr,  who  oppofed 
their  aflertions  ? 

Let  us  not  believe  from  vague  report  every 
thing  indiscriminately.  Such  conduct  would 
by  no  means  accord  with  the  di&ates  of 
reafon.  Let  us  previoufly  examine  the  cre- 
dibility due  to  the  perfon  who  may  ad- 
vance new  fads,  and  the  evidence  adduced  in 
fupport  of  them;  but  let  us  not  rejeft  them 
merely  becaufe  they  are  new.  The  more  we 
ftudy  nature,  the  more  we  fball  difcover  cir- 
cumftances  which  it  will  be  impoffible  for  us 
to  explain.  But  how  many  daily  occur  before 
our  eyes,  which  we  even  never  think  of  exa- 
mining !  Let  thofe  writers  on  natural  hiftory, 
whofe  whole  fcicntific  knowledge  coniifts  in 
reading  and  reafoning  from  books,  inform  me, 
for  example,  why  the  fwallow,  when  its  neft 
is  deftroyed,  will  begin  ten  or  twelve  times  fuc- 
ceffively  to  rebuild  it  in  the  fame  place,  while 
indigenous  birds  abandon  theirs  as  foon  as  it 
has  been  touched,  and  go  elfewhere  to  con* 
ftru£t  another. 

With  regard  to  the  eggs  fet  apart  by  the 

oftrich 
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ftftrich  for  the  firft  riouriffxmetit  of  her  youngj 
I  can  quote,  la  fappoit  of  my  affertion,  the 
teftimony  of  a  celebrated  riavigator,  de  Bou- 
gainville, who  had  failed  round  the  globe 
before  I  esren  thought  of  vifiting  Africa.  Hav- 
ing called  upon  me  to  fee  my  colle&ioa  of 
natural  hiftory*  after  the  publication  of  my 
firft  travels*  and  the  coiiverfation  tutning  upon 
what  I  had  written  refpe£ting  the  dftrich,  he 
told  rile*  that  my  obfervation  was  ftridly  cor- 
rect, that  he  bad  every  where  met  with  proofs 
of  it,  and  that  he  had  refrained  from  being 
the  firft  to,  publifh  it,  from  the  fear  that  his 
veracity  would .  Jbe  called  in  queftion.  This 
however  is  one  of  thofe  novelties  which  dught 
to  be  made  known  by  men  capable  of  beftbwing 
on  them  credibility;  for  the  opinion  the  world 
has  formed  of  a  man  is  often  indtipenfible  to 
the  giving  the  colour  of  truth  to  the  moft  tin* 
qucftionable  fa<&s. 

From  what  I  have  here  had  occafibn  to  fay 
refpe&ing  the  oftrich,  I  flatter  myfelf  that  I 
fliall  be  pardoned  for  adding  a  fevv  obferva* 
tions  morcf  upon  the  fame  fubjed. 

It  has  been  afferted  by  a  iiaturalift  to  whom 

fcience  is  much  indebted,  that  at  Senegal  this 

Oa  bird 
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,  bird  fits  on  her  eggs  during  the  night  only ; 
and  that  (he  abandons  them  in  the  day  to  the 
heat  of  the  fun.  I  do  not  know  whether  the 
heat  at  Senegal  be  greater  than  under  the  fame 
latitude  on  the  other  fide  of  the  equator,  nor 
whather  the  oftriches  of  the  former  arp  iupe* 
rior  in  inftind  to  thofe  of  the  latter  climate. 
But  from  the  Cape,  as  far  as  the  twenty-fecond 
degree  of  latitude,  I  have  feen  nefts ;  and  I 
can  aflert,  that  I  never  found  one  which  was 
not  covered  by  a  male  or  a  female,  unlefs,  from 
the  death  of  the  oft  rich  that  had  been  fitting  on 
them,  or  feme  other  particular  accident,  the 
eggs  had  been  totally  deferted. 

With  regard,  to  the  number  of  eggs,  the  fea- 
fon  when  they  are  laid,  and  the  period  of  in- 
tubation, nothing  that  can  be  depended  on  is 
y*t  known:  for  thofe  Who  have  traverfed 
Africa  prefent  us,  on  this  fubjed,  with  contra- 
didory  evidence  only,  the  uncertainty  of,  which 
muft  neceflarily  embarrafs  the  naturalift. 

What  may  have  led  travellers  into  an  error 
is,  that  in  the  fame  diftrid  vtfe  fee,  at  one 
and  the  fame  time,  a  female  which  has  begun 
to  lay,  young  oftriches  two  or  three  months 

•  old,  and  others  as  large  as  the  mother.     All 

this 
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this  prefefats  an  idea  of  diforder  ip  the  fpecies, 
which  proceeds  from  two  caufes.  I  (hall  fpeak 
of  the  firft  elfewhere,  as  it  is  common  to  all 
the  birds  of  Africa ;  and  content  myfelf  at  pre- 
fent  witte  mentioning  the  fecond. 

Birds  of  the  fame  fpecies  copulate  generally 
at  the  fame  feafon,  and  coafequently  ought 
all  to  produce  young  about  the  fame  period1. 
Their  eggs,  however,  may  be  deftroyed,  and 
the  mother  obliged  in  confequence  to  lay  a 
fecond,  and  even  perhaps  a  third  fet ;  and  it  is 
evident  that  there  will  then  be  young,  fiercely 
hatched,  while  others  will  have  attained  a  con- 
fidence fize. 

This  is  the  cafe  with  the  oftrich.  She  gene^ 
rally  lays  ten  eggs ;  but  thefe  eggs  are  much 
fought  after  by  the  favages,  who  coofider  them 
as  dainties ;  and,  when  they  difcover  them,  they 
never  fail  to  carry  them  away.  The  confe- 
quence is,  that  the  animal  is  retarded  in  laying, 
and  that  young  oftriches, are  reared  of  differ- 
ent ages.  If  a'  Hottentot  find  a  neft  where 
incubation  is  not  yet  begun,  and  if  he  fup- 
pofe  that  it  is  known  to  himfelf  only,  it  be^ 
corned  a  treafure,  the  produce  of  which  he 
will  ref^rve  for  a  long  time, 

O  3  Jnftead 
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Inftead  of  removing  the  eggs  all  at  once,  Tie 
takes  only  one  or  two,  convinced  that  the  fer 
male,  who  never  begins  to  fit  till  (he  has  com? 
pleted  her  number,  will  lay  again.  Two  day*  * 
after  he  will  repeat  his  theft.  In  fhort,  if  he 
plunder  with  addrefs  and  precaution,  he  may 
caufe  her  to  lay  as  many  as  fifty ;  and  fome* 
times  even,  when  the  n$ft  is  occupied  by  two 
or  three  oftriches  affociated  together,  and  fit- 
ting in  company,  as  I  have  feen  and  already 
mentioned,  he  may  procure  a  ftiH  greater 
number. 

A  naturalift  unacquainted  with  thpfe  fads 
may  £afily  be  led  into  an  error.  Accordingly, 
when  a  favage  tells  him  that  he  has  taken  from 
an  oftrich's  neft  fixty  or  eighty  eggs,  and  per- 
haps more,  he  ought  thus  to  account  for  the 
circumftance,  and  not  imagine  that  there  is 
any  great  variation  in  the  number  laid  by  difv 
ferent  individuals  of  this  fpecies.  Byt  I  rpturn 
to  my  camp. 

Scarcely  had  we  halted  at  the  bottom  of  the 
mountains,  when  my  Houzouanas  haftened 
to  climb  them,  in  order  to  difcover  the  fires  of 
their  abfent  friends,  and%  to  kindle  others  to  in- 
form them  Where  they  might  be  found.  Their 

fignahji 
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having  been  beaten  about  the  whole  day,  it  was 
as  warm  as  lie;  and,  as  it  had  contraded  too 
the  tafte  and  fmell  of  the  fkins  in  which  it  was' 
confined,  it  feemed  calculated  to  ac\  rather 
as  an  emetic  than  to  refrefh  us  and  allay  our 
thirft. 

Fortunately  I  had  laved  a  few  jars  of  wine 
and  beer,  which,  having  become  four  by  the 
agitation  and  heat,  formed  excellent  vinegar*  - 
I  poured  a  few  fpoonfuls  of  k  among  the  water 
which  we  had  to  drink;  and  its  acidity,  by  cor* 
reding  the  difagreeable  tafte,  rendered  it  a  more 
healthful  beverage. 

During  the  night,  we  obfemd  fires  towards 
the  fouthrweft.  As  they  feemed  to  announce 
fome  of  thofe  hordes  of  whom  the  Houzouanas 
had  fppken,  I  gave  orders,  when  wefetou* 
next  morning,  to  proceed  towards  them. 

This  dayYjourney  could  not  fail  of  being 
extiemely  fatiguing  to  animals  which  had  not 
tafted  drink  for  twenty-four  hours ;  but  to  me, 
|t  was  more  jfp,than  it  needed  to  have  been,  be- 
caufer  having  left  the  caravan,  in  company, 
with  Klaas,  to  purfue  fome  pale-yellow-co- 
Jouted  zebras  we  had  perceived  in  the  plain, 
we  loft  purfelves  for  a  time,  and  wandered,  over 
.  a  graft 
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Withour  provifionsand  leather  bottles,  wehad 
for  ourfelves  a  fufficient  fupply  for  this  fatiguing 
journey ;  but  it  was  neceffary  that  our  cattto 
fhould  accomplifh  it  without  perhaps  either  eat*, 
ing  or  drinking.  Cattle  in  Europe,  if  condemned 
thus  to  faft  for  two  days  under  a  fcorching  fun, 
in  a  march  of  twenty-four  leagues,  and  through 
a  horrid  defeit,  would  undoubtedly  periih  ;  bus 
ours,  accuftomed  to  long  and  frequent  fatigue, 
were  capable  of  fupporting  it.  However,  to 
prepare  them  by  a  little  reft,  I  remained  ,en^ 
camped  two  days  ;  and  employed  the  time  in 
hunting  excurfions,  in  which  we  killed  fe* 
veral  coudou  antelopes  and  a  female  elephant, 
which  furniflied  us  with  abundance  of  pro* 
vifion. 

-  On  the  day  appointed,  wa  fet  out  early  in 
the  morning,  and  did  not  halt  till  nine  in  the 
evening.  My  cattle,  as  I  expe&ed,  had  found 
by  the  way  no  water,  and  very  little  grafsj 
and,  after  fo  laborious  a  journey,  it  was  ne* 
ceffary  that  they  Ihould  ftill  pafs  the  night 
without  food. 

Wi{h  regard  to  ourfelves,  the  Houzouanas 

had  been  fo  provident  as  to  fill  all  my  leather 

bottles  with  water  found  among  the  rocks;  but, 
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To  the  weft,  before  me,  i  were  flb^f  moun- 
tains, the  chain  of  which,  more  confiderable 
ftill  than  that  we  had  followed,  loft  itfelf  on 
the  horizon,  and  by  its  diredioft  was  likely  to 
condud  me  to  the  ocean,  where  I  was  defirous 
of  ending  this  excurfion.  My  guides  aflured 
me  that  I  fhould  in  this,  as  in  the  preceding 
courfe,  meet  both  with  pafture  and  water* 
They  added  too,  that  in  the  mountains  there 
were  feverai  hordes  with  whom  they  were  at 
prefent  in  amity ;  and  to  convince  itoe,  by  the 
.  favourable  reception  that  would  be  given  them 
J>y  thefe  hordes,  that  they  knew  how  to  con- 
ciliate and  retain  friends,  they  requefted  me  to 
purfue  this  courfe. 

From  all  thefe  confiderations  united,  I  was 
induced  to  comply  with  their  defire.  However, 
before  I  gave  orders  for  our  departure,  I  wiftied 
to  know  how  far  we  had  to  travel.  For  this 
purpofe,  I  afcended  enfe  of  the  peaks,  and,  efti- 
mating  the  diftance  between  the  two  chains,  I 
copcluded  that  it  wa$  about  twenty-four  leagues. 
But  it  gave  me  great  uneafmefs  to  obferte*  that 
the  whole  plain  beneath  prefented  fcarcely  any 
thing  to  my  view  but  dry  fand ;  that  it  contained 
very  little  verdure,  and  not  a  fiftgle*ree. 
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fignals,  however,  were  equally  fruitlefs  as  be- 
fore; but  thefe  adive  people  had  carried  all 
my  leather  bottles  with  them  to  the  top  of  the 
mountains ;  and,  when,  they  returned,  they 
brought  them  back  filled  with  frefh  water. 

On  jny  departure  from  Orange-River,  I  had 
provided  xriyfelf  with  a  great  number  of  thefe 
bottles,  whidi  I  had  caufed  to  be  made  of 
fheep's  fkins,  in  imitation  of  thofe  invented  by 
my  people  to  contain  the  oil  of  their  whale. 
They  were  commonjy  carried  by  the  women, 
either  on  their  backs,  affixed  to  a  ftrap,  or  fuf- , 
pended  between  two  from  a  ftick  which  each 
held  by  one  end ;  but  the  Houzouanas,  from 
the  time  they  formed  a  part  of  my  caravan, 
were  fo  polite  as  to  eafe  the  women  of  this 
burden ;  and,  while  they  accompanied  me,  thefe 
veffeis  were  always  carried  by  them. 

The  chain  of  mountains  extended  in  a 
fouthern  dire&ion.  We  continued  our  journey 
for  two  whole  days  along  its  courfe ;  aod^jve 
every  where  found  pafture  for  our  cattle,  and 
water  in  the  rocks  for  ourfelves.  This  ftmte, 
however,  thwarted  the  defire  I  had  of  pene- 
trating farther  to  the  weft,  thereby  to  approach 
the  bordere  of  the  fea. 
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a  great  deal  of  ground  to  little  purpofe  before 
we  could  recover  our  way. 

Agreeably  to  the  rule  I  had  laid  down  of 
fending  a  few  perfons  before  me,  tvhen  I  ap- 
proached a  new  horde,  to  inform  them  of 
my  arrival  and  conciliate  their  friendship,  I 
thought  proper  to  obfervethe  fame  pra&iceon 
the  prefent  occafion.  It  feemed  even  of  im- 
portance that  I  fliould  choofe,  as.  deputies  for 
that  purpofe,  {bine  of  the  Houzouanas,  who 
had  boafted  of  being  the  friends  and  allies  of 
all  the  hordes  in  this  diftrid.  But,  as  they  had 
told  me  they  were  now.at  peace  with  them,  I 
concluded  that  this  was  not  their  habitual  ft  ate  ; 
*nd  that,  confequently,  they  and  their  neigh- 
bours would  befr&ve  to  each  other  with  refervc 
For  that  reafon  I  was  unwilling,  to  difpatch 
any  of  the  Houzouanas.  So  much  intimacy 
appeared  to  me  fufpicious :  not  that  I  thought 
the  latter  capable  of  treachery  j  but  I  was  afraid 
left  the  horde  fliould  be  prejudiced  againft  me, 
when  they  found  mg  attended  by  fo  many 
followers,  and  f$w  me  introduced  by  ppople 
wh,o  were  certainly  more  dreaded  than  loved. 

To  fend  any  of  my  own  Hottentpts  was 
f  ppra&ipable,     If  they  went  alone,  they  could 
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not  have  accompli£hed  the  objedfc  of  &eir  mifc 
{ion  for  want  of  interpreter ;  and  if  accom- 
panied by  Houzouanas,  the  inconvenience  of  a 
difagree^bleprepoffeffionftillfubafted.  Whik 
under  this  uncertainty,  I  had  only  one  courfe 
to  purfue :  to  give  up  all  thoughts  of  difpatch- 
ing  any  one  before  me- — which  was  the  plan  I 
adopted.  About  nine  in  the  evening  wc  ar- 
rived in  fight  of  the  horde  ;  and,  without  any 
preliminaries;  I  immediately  encamped  at  the 
diftance  of  about  two  hundred  paces. 

An  arrival  f6  abrupt  was  likely  to  fill  them 
tvith  alarm,  and  perhaps  inftantly  to  difperfe 
them.  But,  whatever  might  be  thebr  fear,  they 
had  been  rendered  incapable  of  flight  by  a  very 
melancholy  misfortune.  A  great  number  of 
them  had  already  fallen  a  facrifice  to  a  pefti- 
lential  diforder ;  and  thofe  who  remained  were 
ftill  attacked  by  it  as  well  as  their  cattle.  Co* 
vered  with  ulcers  from  head  to  foot,  they  lay 
extended  in  their  huts,  and  exhaled  a  cada- 
verous fmell  that  was  fcarcely  fupportable. 

TSiiis  peftilence,  they  feid,  had  firft  broken 
out  in  the  countries  towards  the  eaft,  where  its 
fpread  had  been  attended  with  dreadful  ravage ; 
and  it  was  there  they  had  caught  the  infe&ion. 
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A  few  clays  before,  fuch  of  the  horde  as  fup- 
pofcd  themfelves  in  good  health  had  retired 
towards  the  fouth,  to  avoid  its  influence;  but 
the  difeafed  told  u&  they  had  carried  the  feeds 
of  it  alorig  with  them;  and  that  it  would 
probably  fhow  itfelf  before  they  had  accom-* 
plifhcd  their  journey. 

I  fhall  here  obferve,  that  this  flight  may 
ferve  to  explain  fome  abfurd  aflertions  to  be 
found  in  the  works  of  certain  ill-informed  tra- 
vellers. Savage  nations,  according  to  their  ac- 
count, when  emigrating  or  on  journeys,  aban- 
don fuch  old  and  infirm  perfons  as  are  not  in 
a  condition  to  follow  them.  This  is  a  ca- 
lumny  founded  upon  an  error,  which  the  fa& 
above  related  may  ferve  to  rectify. 

The  horrid  fpe&ade  we  had  before  our  eye* 
filled  with  much  alarm  my  wholfc  earavatfc, 
and,  above  all*  my  Greater  Nimiquas,  who, 
moft  fufceptible  of  terror,  becaufe  t;he-moft 
timid  and  .pufillanimous  of  the  company,  b&4 
betides  fome  experience  of  this  plague,  whicfe 
they  had  feen  fpread  itfelf  among  their  nation* 
and  with  the  effects  of  which  they  were  con- 
fequently  ^acquainted. 

They  declared  to  me  that,  if  I  did  not  alter 

my 
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my  route,  they  would  quit  me  the  n^xt  mdrtl^ 
ing ;  that  the  fear  of  being  attacked  by  the! 
Bofhraen  was  nothing  in  comparifon  of  fo 
horrid  a  death,  which  they  confidered  as  ine- 
vitable; and  that,  after  all,  it  might  be  poffible 
for  them  to  efcape  the  Bofhmen  by  travelling; 
in  the  night* 

For  once,  their  terror  appeared  to  me  to  be 
well  founded.  I  was  not  free  myfelf  from  appre- 
henfion ;  and  I  certainly  had  as  little  defire  as 
they  to  expofe  myfelf  to  a  difeafc  which  in 
three  days  might  involve  us  in  general  de* 
ftru&ion. 

I  gave  notice,  therefore,  that  next  morning 
at  fun-rife  I  fhould  decamp ;  and,  in  the  mean 
time,  I  took  fuch  precautious  as  I  conceived  to 
be  neceflary  for  our  prefervatioft ;  as  polling 
ourfelves  to  the  windward,  kindling  firest 
around  us  during  the  night,  ami,  above  all, 
guarding  our  cattle,  to  prevent  them  from  ap- 
proaching thofe  of  the  horde,  left  they  fhould 
catch  the  infe&ion.  Next  morning,  having 
fejit  fome  tobacco  to  the  fick,  giving  orders  to 
thofe  who  carried  it,  to  depofit  it  at  a  diftance 
from  the  huts,  and  ftridly  charging  them  to 
accept  of  nothing  in  return,  I  made  the  %ftal 
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for  departing ;  and  we  fet  out  with  a  refolu- 
tion  of  advancing  due  eaft,  in  order  to  avoid 
the  infection,  which  a&ually  prevailed  in  the 
quarter  in  which  we  had  been  already  tra- 
velling* 

We  now  regretted  that  we  had,  two  day* 
before,  quitted  the  eaftern  chain  of  mountains, 
and  were  defirous  of  returning ;  but  it  was  im- 
poffible,  without  making  a  long  journey  and 
fubje&ing  ourfelves  to  new  and  extreme  fa- 
tigue, to  effect  it.  Our  good  fortune,  however, 
fent  us  an  abundant  rain,  whichcomforted  and 
refrefhed  my  cattle. 

Notwithstanding  this  relief,  as,  befictes  their 
burdens,  they  had  to  carry  my  people  alfo, 
and  as  they  travelled  thirteen  leagues  without 
flopping  more  than  an  hour  or  two,  they  ar- 
rived very  much  exhaufted.  I  was  even 
obliged  to  leave  two  of  them  by  the  way ; 
but  .luckily,  having  been  revived  by  the  rain 
and  a  little  repofe,  they  followed  us,  to  the 
camp  during  the  night. 

Of  all  my  attendants,  the  Houzouanas  alone. 
ftill  retained  fome  courage  and  ftrength ;  as  to 
the  reft,  little  accuftomed  to  extraordinary  fa- 
tigue, and  ill  calculated  to  endure  it,<  they  were 
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quite  worn  out.  They  dragged  themfelves 
along  with  gfeat  difficulty,  and  were  obliged 
in  turns  to  ride  upon  the  oxen.  The  Greater 
Nimiquas,  with  their  eyes* funk  and  a  de- 
jected aif*  had  fcarcely  ftrength  to  utter  a 
word ;  but,  though  they  did  not  fpeak,  their 
filence  every  moment  announced  the  regret 
they  felt  at  having  engaged  to  follow  me.  In 
fliort,  whoever  had  feen  my  caravan  would 
have  taken  it  for  one  of  thofe  flying  hofpitals 
that  ufually  follow  in  the  rear  of  an  army. 

The  animals  themfelves,  extenuated  by 
long  fafting  and  long  marches,  fhared  in  the 
general  dejedion.  My  horfes  were  lame  j  and, 
as  it  was  impoflible  to  ufe  them,  I  had  been 
obliged  to  travel  on  foot,  I  have  already  re- 
marked, that  fuch  was  the  fatigue  of 'my  oxen, 
that  I  had  been  forced  to  abandon  two  of  them. 
The  feet  of  my  dogs  were  absolutely  Tore  and 
covered  with  blood.1  They  were  not  only 
become  indifferent  refpe&ang  the  purfuit  of 
game,  but  faw  it  rife  before  them  without  ftir- 
ring  fo  much  as  a  ftep  to  fallow  it,  I  could 
not,  as  formely,  place  them  in  my  waggons ; 
for  I  had  none.  It  was  a  truly  affe&ing  fpec- 
tacle  to  fee  the  limping  manner  in  which  they 
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Walked.  Frond  time  to  time  they  flopped  to 
lick  their  feet ;  but  this  momentary  relief,  by 
foftening  the  Ikin,  rendered  them  ftill  more 
painful. 

The  night  was  attended  with  no  other  event 
than  the  difcovery  of  fom6  fires,  which  weob- 
ferved  before  us  on  the  mountains,  and  which 
were  produ&ive  of  joy  as  they  awakened  our 
hopes.  My  Houzouanas  in  particular  teftified 
their  fatisfa&ion,  conceiving  at  firft  that  they 
were  fignals  made  by  their  companions;  but 
having  looked  attentively,  without  diftinguifli- 
ing  in  thefe  fires  their  own  language  and  cha- 
racters, they  agreed  in  confidering  them  as  kin- 
dled by  fbme  neighbouring  horde  with  whom 
they  were  unacquainted. 

The  fleep  and  repofe  of  a  fingle  night  were 
not  fufficient  to  reftore  ftrength  to  people  fo 
much  harafled  as  mine.  Accordingly  in  the 
morning,  they  all  complained  that  they  were 
not  able  to  ftand  upright ;  and  I  thought,  for 
a  moment,  that  I  fhould  have  been  obliged  to 
remain  in  the  place  where  I  had  encamped. 
Having,  however,  reprefented  to  them  that  it 
would  require  only  a  day's  journey  to  reach 
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the  mountains  and  the  horde  whofe  fires  trc 
had  feen,  and  promifed  that  I  would  halt  there 
for  fbme  days,  to  give  them  time  to  reft  them- 
felves,  they  refumed  courage  and  recovered 
the  ufe  of  their  legs. 

About  five  in  the  afternoon,  we  arrived  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  horde.  My  oxen 
and  dogs,  having  fcented  fome  water,  inftantly 
quitted  us,  and  proceeded  as  fail  as  they  could 
to  the  kraal,  without  its  being  in  our  power  to 
check  or  recall  them.  Their  fmell  had  Hot  de- 
ceived them.  They  found  fome  wells ;  but, 
as  they  were  fhut,  they  could  only  fnuff  the 
Vapours  around  without  being  able  to  quench 
their  thirft. 

It  may  eafily  be  imagined  how  great  muft 
have  been  the  furprife  of  the  horde  at  the 
appearance  of  all  thefe  animals.  Their  fur- 
prife, however,  was  converted  into  alarm  when 
they  beheld  my  whole  party,  and  obferved  near 
them-  a  large  body  of  thofe  Houzouanas  fc 
touch  dreaded,  with  a  white  man  in  the  midft 
of  them,  lefs  formidable  perhaps,  but  ftill  more 
terrifying  ta.a  people  who  had  never  feen  be- 
fore a  perfon  of  his  colour.     Aftoniihed  and 
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ftupefied  by  the  fpe&acle,  they  had  neither  the 
ftrength  to  fly  nor  the  aflurance  to  advance  to* 
Wards  us. 

To  fr?e  them  from  this  painful  ftate,  I  drew 
&ear*  and,  without  feeming  to  perceive  their 
embaitaflment,  caufed  my  interpreters  to  a(k 
them  if  they  had  among  them  any  perfons  in- 
fe&ed  with  the  malady  which  had  driven  us 
from  the  weftern  'mountains*  My  queftioil 
filled  them  with  terror.  They  Were  acquaint* 
e&  by  experience,  as  Well  as  my  Nimiquas, 
with  its  devaftations ;  but  at  that  time  they 
Were  not  attacked  by  it  j  and,  lipofl  receiving 
their  anfwer,  I  inftantly  ordered  my  camp  to 
be  formed  near  them. 

During  the  laft  four  days,  my  animals  had 
travelled  more  than  forty  leagues  without  taft- 
ing  water  or  food,  except  once  at  the  difeafed 
horde.  I  found  pafturage*  however,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  my  prefent  cncairfpment;  N 
and  I  propofed,  according  to  my  promife,  to 
hah  fome  days  in  order  to  give  time  to  my 
whole  caravan  to  recover  their  ftrength.  *  On 
this  account,  I  was  defirous  of  eftablifhing  an 
intercourfe  with  the  new  horde  and  conciliating 
their  friendfhip.     This,  however,  appeared  at 
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firft  to  be  a  matter  of  fome  difficulty.  Nef-» 
„ther  in  the  afternoon  nor  in  the  evening  had  a 
fingle  perfonof  the  kraal  approached  my  camp) 
and  the  fentiments  which  this  conduct  an- 
nounced furprifed  me  the  more,  as  no  favag* 
nation  had  ever  behaved  towards  me  in  the 
fame  manner.  Were  they  afraid  of  me,  of 
the  Houzouanas,  or  of  the  infectious  diftem- 
per  prevailing  in  the  canton  from  which  we 
had  come  ?  This  queftion  I  cannot  refolve ; 
but  their  keeping  at  a  diftance  betrayed  fufpi- 
cion  at  leaft  j  and  this  fufpicion  was  fo  great, 
that,  during  the  night,  they  deliberated  whe- 
ther they  ihould  not  retire  to  the  mountains. 

Klaas,  who  fought  every  opportunity  to 
ferve  and  aflift  me,  having  gone  out  at  break 
of  day  to  make  obfervations,  came  to  commu- 
nicate to  me  an  important  remark.  The  horde 
was  very  confi^erable ;  and  yet  he  had  feen 
only  a  fmall  number  of  cattle,  incapable 
of  fuppiying  food  to  fo  many  individuals* 
Hence  he  concluded  that  they  had  removed 
or  concealed  the  greater  part  of  their  herds:  a 
conjecture  tha,t  appeared  to  be  well  founded  j 
but  the  condud:  of  thefe  favages  affii&ed  mote 
than  it  aftonifhed  me. 
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Defirous,  if  poffible,  to  put  an  end  to  it,  I 
affembled  the  Houzouanas,  prefcribed  to  theih 
the  conduct  which  I  wiftied  them  to  obferve 
towards  the  horde,  and  declared  at  the  fame 
time,  that,  if  they  gave  occafion  for  the  flight- 
eft  complaint,  they  would  not  only  forfeit  my 
friendfhip,  but  that  I  would  unite  with  the 
horde  to  exterminate  them  even  to  the  laft 
man.  They  protefted  that  they  would  ftri&ly 
adhere  to  what  they  had  promifed;  and  I 
muft  here  repeat,  that  during  the  whole  of 
their  ftay  with  me?  they  never  once  failed  iu 
their  engagements. 

Being  perfe&ly  eafy  in  regard  to  the  Hou* 
zouanas,  my  next  bufinefs  was  to  remove  the 
diftruft  of  the  horde ;  and  with  this  view  I 
repaired,  without  a  fmgle  attendant,  inftantly 
to  the  kraal.  The  confidence  which  this  ftep 
announced  oh  my  part  difljpated  their  fears, 
and  prefentiy  there  was  eftablifhed  between  us 
a  perfedt  union.  Their  flocks  and  herds  re- 
appeared. In  the  evening  they  came  to  my 
camp  with  fome  milk  j  and  they  brought  me 
even  a  few  (heep,  for  which  I  paid  them  libe- 
rally in  tobacco.  I  bought  alfo  five  oxen  and 
four  cowSj  which  I  immediately  delivered  to 
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the  Houzouanas,  thereby  fulfilling ;the  engage- 
ment  iato  which  I  had  entered  with  them. 
In  fbort,  the  whole  horde  came  the  next 
morning,  with  the  utmoft  cordiality  and  kind* 
ncfs,  to  vifit  me. 

To  ftrengthen  thefe  fentiments  of  frater- 
nity, I  propofed  a  grand  hunting  party,  to 
which  every  perfon  fhould  be  admitted  with-, 
out  exception.  We  killed  on  this  occafion 
abundance  of  antelopes ;  and,  in  the  diftribu- 
tion  of  the  game,  I  gave,  as  will  naturally  be 
fuppofed,  a  liberal  fupply  to  all  the  inhabitants 
of  the  horde. 

The  reft  which  my  cattle  enjoyed  during 
my  abode  with  thefe  people,  and  the  excel- 
lent pafturage  which  they  found  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, foon  reftored  them  to  their  former 
condition.  There  was  nothing,  therefore* 
to  retard  my  departure ;  and  I  was  under  the 
lefs  uneafinefs  refpe&ing  my  future  route,  as 
the  Bojhmens  grafts  .every  where  at  the  bot- 
tom of  the  mountains^  was  in  full  bloomy 

Before  I  quitted  'the. horde,  I  wiflxed  to  do 
them  i  farther  kindnefs;  and  I  propofed  that 
they  fhould  enter  into  a  treaty  of  peace  and 
fiance   with  the  Houzquanas:  a.  treaty  at 
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which  neither  crowned  heads  rior  ambafladors. 
would  affift  j  but  which,  by  a  pledge  fimple 
and  patriarchal,  might  be  maintained  as  invio- 
late, and  rendered  perhaps  more  durable, 
than  by  the  pompous  words  humanity,  juftice, 
and  honour,  fo  often  employed  to  mafk  per* 
fidy  and  falfehood.  The  Houzouanas  offered 
to  accede  to  it  j  and  the  other  party  were  too 
much  interefted  in  its  conclufion  not  to  con- 
fent  alfo.  The  pledge  was  an  ox  and  two 
fheep,  which  the  horde  gave  to  the  Houzou- 
anas; and  the  two  nations  promifed  to  be 
friends,  or  rather  one  of  the  two  engaged  to 
Uve  at  peace  with  the  other. 

Upon  quitting  the  horde,  we  continued  our 
march  for  nine  miles  together  without  halting, 
following  the  fmuofities  of  the  chain  of  moun- 
tains ;  and,  juft  3s  it  was  dark,  arrived  at  a 
fpring  containing  water  fufficient  to  form  a 
rivulet,  which  was  overihaded  by  mimofas. 
We  had  fcarcely  approached  it  when  we  were 
fuddenly  alarmed  by  a  loud  noife.  It  pro- 
ceeded from  a  herd  of  wild  animals,  which, 
having  taken  up  their  ftation  on  the  banks  of 
the  rivulet,  as  foon  as  they  perceived  us  be- 
tpok  themfelves  to  flight. 
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Defirous  <?f  knowing  with  what  neighbours 
or  what  enemies  we  had  to  deal,  I  procured  a 
light,  and  perceived  through  the  fmoke  that 
the  fugitives  were  elephants.'  By  our  fires, 
however,  and  by  difcharging  a  few  volleys 
from  time  to  time,  we  foon  got  rid  of  them, 
and  pafled  the  night  in  tolerable  quiet. 

When  day  appeared,  I  found  that  the  chain 
of  mountains  altered  its  direction,  and  ftretched 
to  the  weft  till  it  difappeared  from  the  view. 
My  firft  plan  had  been  to  advance  to  that 
quarter ;  but  I  could  not,  at  prefent,  perfevere 
in  it,  without  expofirig  myfelf  and  people  to 
the  danger  of  that  horrid  peflilence  which 
ravaged  the  country.  I  confulted,  therefore, 
my  Houzouanas  as  to  what  route  remained  by 
which  to  reach  Fifh-River  j  for,  eventually, 
it  was  there  I  wifhed  to  arive,  and  it  was 
there  alio  they  had  agreed  to  conduct  me. 

My  demand  could  not  fail  to  give  them  fa- 
tisfadtibn,  fince,  by  putting  it  in  their  power 
to  guide  me  to  the  river  by  the  fhorteft  road, 
they  would  be  the  fooner  able  to  difcharge 
their  engagement,  and  the  fooner  at  liberty  to 
go  in  fearch  of  their  companions,  and  return 
to  their  home. 

They 
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They  replied,  that  the  river  was  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  mountains  behind  us ;  that  if 
I  would  truft  myfelf  to  their  care,  and  agree 
to  crofs  the  chain,  they  would  in  two  days 
bring  me  to  its  banks ;  that  they  were  ac- 
quainted with  the  defiles,  through  which  they 
pledged  themfelves  to  convey  my  baggage  in 
perfect  fafety ;  and  that  the  firft  day,  perhaps, 
would  enable  me  to  judge  whether  they  were 
people  who  knew  how  to  difcharge  their  pro- 
raifes. 

For  myfelf,  having  found  them  hitherto  tena- 
cious of  their  word,  I  had  no  doubt  of  their 
fidelity,  and  refolved,  with  the  fulleft  confidence, 
to  give  myfelf  up  to  their  dire&ion.  This,  how- 
ever, was  not  the  cafe  with  my  people.  Their 
alarm  revived,  and  they  again  imagined  them- 
felves loft  The  Greater  Nimiquas,  a  timiji 
race,  incapable  of  adtion  in  the  time  of  danger, 
and  always  ready  to  be  frightened  at  fhadows, 
were  ftill  the  firft  to  diflcminate  terror*  The 
fires  which  the  Houzouanas  every  evening 
kindled  on  the  eminences  around  us,  had  beet* 
to  them  an  object  of  continual  dread.  In  their 
opinion,  they  were  fignals  made  to  call  in 
other  marauders,  and  give  them  notice  of  the 
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moment  when  they  were  to  attack  us.  That 
moment  they  faid  was  approaching  ;  for  they 
were  fure,  when  led  into  the  impaffable  defiles 
of  the  mountains,  that  we  flxould  all  one  after 
another  be  maflacred. 

Though  this  terror  appeared  to  me  abfurd* 
I  could  employ  no  argument  to  remove  it 
but  the  favourable  opinion  I  entertained  of  the 
Houzouanas.  However,  before  I  undertook 
fo  hazardous  a  journey,  the  dangers  and  diffi- 
culties of  which  were  unknown  to  us,  I  con- 
ceived it  prudent  to  learn  whether  I  could 
depend  upon  any  of  my  people,  and  whether 
the  fear  manifefted  by  the  Nimiquas  was  gene* 
ral  in  my  camp. 

I  thought  proper,  therefore,  to  interrogate 
Klaas,  the  moil  faithful  and  moft  fagacious  of 
all  my  troop,  and  who,  on  that  account, 
was  become  my  counfellor  and  friend.  I  afked 
him  i£  during  his  mtercourfe  with  the  Hou- 
zouanas, and  the  many  opportunities  he  muft 
have  bad  of  obferving  their  conduft,  he  had 
feen  any  thing  that  ought  to  infpire  .me  .with 
diftruft  refpe&ing  their  propofal ;  any  thing 
$hat  fhould  lead  me  to  apprehend  that,  by 
means  of  their  fignals,  they  had  kept  up  a 
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correspondence  with  their  friends,  and  in- 
tended .to  entice  us  among  the  ,  mountains* 
where,  having  feparated  us  from  each  other, 
it  would  be  eafy  for  them  to  deftroy  us* 

Klaas,  fo  far  from  being  intimidated,  en* 
deavoured  to  infpire  me  with  greater  confiU 
dence.     He  juftly  obferved,  that  the  Houzou* 
anas,  by  the  manner  in  which  they  had  hitherto 
conducted  themfelves,  had  fufficiently  proved 
that  they  could  have  harboured  againft  us  no 
perfidious  defign ;  that  in  the  courfe  of  the 
journey,  inftead  of  walking  and  confulting  to-   ■ 
gether,  they  always  intermixed  with  the  com^ 
pany,  were  always  the  firft  to  give  me  every 
affiftance  in  their  ppwer,  to  look  after  my  cat- 
tle, to  fhare  in  the  labours  of  my  camp,  to 
brave  the  greateft  fatigue  in  order  to  fetch 
water  from  the  fteepeft  rocks ;  that  as  to  the 
fires,  fo  alarming  to  my  people,  they  were  the 
fame  as  thofe  we  had  feen  kindled  at  a  diftance 
previous  to  our  arrival,  and  by  no  means  fig- 
nals  defigned  to  injure  us  j  in  Abort,  that,  at  aH  J 
events,  it  would  be  moft  prudent    to  a<3:  a$ 
ufual,  and   not  by  a  different  behaviour  give 
theira  reafon  to  fufpedfc  that  we  were  afraid  of 
pr  wUhed  to  avoid  them. 

This 
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This  language,  from  a  man  fo  obfervant, 
faithful,  and  intrepid,  fixed  my  refolution.  It 
was  of  little  importance  to  me,  whether  the 
Nimiquas  and  others  of  the  fame  chara&er 
Were  afraid  or  not,  or  whether  they  followed 
tne  or  ftaid  behind.  I  was  determined  to  pur- 
fue  the  route  pointed  out  to  me  by  the  Hou- 
zouanas, and  to  abandon  myfelf  entirely  to 
their  direction.  Befides,  I  was  certain  that, 
when  I  fet  out,  my  poltroons  would  infallibly 
accompany  me;  which  was  really  the  cafe. 

None  but  a  nation,  adive  and  indefatigable 
as  the  Houzouanas,  would  have  attempted  to 
erofs  thefe  mountains,  or  have  fucceeded  in 
their  enterprife.  For  my  part,  I  foon  found 
-fo  many  obftacles  and  embarraffments,  that, 
unattended  by  fuch  guides,  I  freely  confefs  I 
fhould  have  confidered  the  undertaking  as  the 
height  of  folly,  and  given  inftant  orders  to  my 
people  to  return. 

The  Houzouanas  themfejves  had  even  ex- 
pe&ed  this  ;  and  they  endeavoured,  in  every 
poflible  way,  to  animate  and  encourage  us. 
I  faw  them  run  on  before,  afcend  the  higheft 
peaks  to  difcover  the  eafieft  paflages,  and  re- 
turn alertly  to  point  them  out  to1  Us.     They 
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cared  not  about  doubling  their  fatigue,  pro- 
vided they  could  fave  us  from  any  difficulty  ; 
and  they  difplayed  fo  much  intelligence,  fo 
much  zeal  and  attachment,  that,  from  mere 
admiration  of  their  conduct,  I  was  almpft  in- 
fenfible  to  the  painful  and  diftreffing  labour  of 
our  march. 

It  was  the  fame  with  our  animals.     As  my 
people  were  not  in  a  condition  to  attend  them, 
I  was  obliged  to  commit  them  entirely  to  the 
care  of  thefe  guides  j  and   they  Ihewed  the 
fame  fidelity  in  regard  to  this  part  of  my  cara- 
van  as  to  ourfelves.     Whilft  fome  directed 
us  acrofs  the  ravines,  the  narrow  defiles  and 
fHTurcs,  others  were  employed  in  conducing 
our  loaded  oxen  oyer  the  tops  of  the  moun- 
tains.    From  the  bottom  of  the  rocks  which 
we  were  climbing,  we  could  hear  them  above 
us  encouraging  them  by  their  cries ;    and  the 
noife  it  occafioned,  the  firft  of  the  kind  per- 
haps  that  had   ever   difturbed  thefe  folitudes, 
was  re-echoed   from  the  furrounding  cliffs. 
The  wild  animals  were  frightened  by  it-.    I  faw 
antelopes,  hyaenas,  and  even  tigers,  flying  from 
us  at  a  diftance,  and  repairing  to  their  retreats. 
The  vulture  too  winged  his  way  in  the  air, 
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abandoning  hisufual  afylum,  and  replying  td 
the  bellowing  of  my  animals  by  tbe  moft  hor- 
rid croaking. 

Situated  as  we  w^re,  the  vicinity  of  ferocious 
tieafts  gave  me  no  little   uneafinefs.      Being 
neceflarily  feparated  by  the  ruggednefs  of  the 
place,  we  were  perfe&ly  unable  to  affift  each 
©tiheiy  and  had  therefore  every  thing  to  appre- 
hend in  cafe  of  attack.     When  obliged  to  paft 
through  a  harrow  and*  deep  defile,  we  were  ex* 
pofed  to  a  danger  of  another  kind.     Enclofed 
between  rocks  piled  one  upon  another,  and 
which  fometimes  rofe  perpendicularly  to  the 
height  of  more  than  two  hundred  feet,  we  ran 
the  rifk  of  being  crulhed  to  atoms  by  the  fall 
of  fome  fragment,  detached  by  thofe  who  were 
marching  above  us.     In  the  midft  of  thefe 
dangers,  and  others  created  by  their  imagina- 
tions^ my  poltroons  were  by  no  means  at  their 
cafe.      Confternation   was    painted   in  their 
countenances.     They  walked  aloag  in  pro- 
found Jilence,  but  with  emotions  of  difquietude 
at  the  fame  time  that  announced  unequivo- 
cally the  ftate  of  their  mirids. 

At  length,  by  dint  of  clambering,  we  gained 
the  fummit  of  the  chain  j  which  the  firft  party  of 
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my  people  had  no  fooner  reached,  than,  calling 
their  eyes  downwards  to  the  plain  below,  they 
fhouted  for  joy,  as  if  they  had  efcaped  a  flrip- 
wreck. 

We  all  flocked  together,  and  the  joy  became 
general.  The  Houzouanas  fhared  in  the  ex- 
ultation, and  pointed  out  to  me  with  fingular 
delight  the  windings  of  the  river  in  the  plain* 
and  the  trees  with  which  its  banks  were  bor- 
dered. My  people  began  to  be  afhamed  of  the 
fufpicions  they  had  entertained  of  the  fidelity 
of  thefe  men  ;  and  prefently  their  confick  rice 
was  fo  great  as  almoft  to  difpcl  every  fhadow 
of  uneafinefs. 

It  now  remained  for   us  to  defcend  the 
mountain ;  and  we  expe&ed  here  a  repetition 
of  the  fatigues  which  we  had  already  experi- 
enced in  afcending  it :  but,  befides  that  the 
pleaftrre  of  approaching  the  end  of  our  jour- 
ney could  not  fail  to  foften  them,  we  had  rea- 
fon  to  conclude  that  they  would  be  much 
-fooner  at  an  end,  becaufe,  the  level  of  the  river 
heing  higher  than  the  plain  on  the  oppofite 
fide,  the  fpace  to  be  pafled  over  was  a  great 
deal  fhorter ;  and  we %  found  alfo,   at  a  certain 
diftance  from  thefummit,  a  convenient  Ration 
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for  halting.  It  was  a  verdant  and  delightful 
valley,  watered  by  a  rivulet  j  and  it  appeared 
the  more  agreeable,  as  amidft  thefe  hideous 
mountains  we  had  feen  before  nothing  but 
obje&s  of  horror. 

At  fight  of  this  charming  valley*  ,my  peo- 
ple forgot  all  their  paft  fatigues,  and  were 
equally  regardlefs  of  thofe  that  were  to  come. 
The  vicinity  even  of  tigers,  which  had  fo 
much  frightened  them,  no  longer  engaged 
their  thoughts.  They  all  joined  in  requefting 
that  I  would  ftop,  and  allow  them  to  pafs  the 
night  in  this  delightful  fpot ;  to  which  I  con- 
fented  the  more  readily,  as  it  afforded  excel- 
lent water  for  ourfelves  and  very  good  paftu- 
rage  for  my  cattle. 

While  my  camp  was  preparing,  I  afcend- 
ed  the  rivulet,  to  recreate  myfelf  with  the 
beauties  of  its  banks.  After  a  few  windings 
I  arrived  at  a  rock,  hollowed  in  the  fhape  of  a 
grotto,  where  the  ftream  took  its  rilje,  and 
where  its  cool  limpid  water  formed  a  bafon. 
And  here,  worn  out  with  fatigue,  I  could  not 
refift  the  temptation  of  enjoying  the  pleafure 
of  the  bath. 

This  relief  comforted  and  refrcfhed  me; 
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find  t  quitted  the  grotto,  after  leaviiig  my  frame 
infcribed  on  that  virgin  rock,  which  before 
had  perhaps  never  been  vifited  by  human 
being. 

In  the  night  the  !HouzoUanas  ran  to  my  teat, 
with  great  demonftrations  of  joy,  to  inform 
me,  that  they  had  at  length  perceived  the  fig- 
nals  of  their  comrades;  and  they  pointed  out 
to  me,  in  the  north- weft  point  of  the  horizon, 
fires,  which  they  faid  were  made  by  one  of 
their  hordes,  and  which  they  had  anfwered, 
letting  the  horde  know  that  they  would  join 
it  on  the  evening  o£  the  next  day  but  one. 

Had  my  company  been  lefs  numerous,  Is 
would  gladly  have  remained  a  week  by  this  " 
delightful  brook,  and  near  the  cool  grotto  with 
which  I  had  been  fo  much  pleafed.  But  moil 
of  my  people  were  eager  to  return  home ;  the 
river  they  had  in  view  increafed  their  impa- 
tience ;  and  the  next  morning  they  fhowed 
as  much  ardour  for  departing,  as  they  had  ex- 
prefled  unwillingnefs  the  day  before  to  quit 
the  brook.  Accordingly  I  aflented  to  their 
wifli ;  and  about  noon  we  reached  the  banks 
of  the  much-defired  river,  without  meeting 
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with  the  leaft  accident  in  the  arduous  paffage 
of  the  mountains. 

•  The  Greater  Nimiquas  now  began  to 
breathe,  and  to  recover  from  their  fright.  The 
fir£t  day  of  our  expedition,  they  preferVed  a 
gloomy  filencp,  and  were  penfive  and  melan- 
choly, as  if  leading  to  execution.'  On  the  fe- 
cond,  when  they  perceived  the  plain,  their 
brows  began  to  unbend  a  little,  and  I  perceived 
they  had  acquired  fufficient  confidence  to 
whUper  each  other  in  the  ear.  But  when,  ar- 
rived at  the  river,  they  breathed  their  native 
air,  and  faw  again  a  country  they  knew, 
xheerfWlndfe  and  a  fenfe  of  fecurity  o#erfpflead 
their  countenances,  and  they  recovered  for  the 
firft  time  their  fpeech  and  their  wonted  looks. 
You  would  have  faid,  that,  being  on  their  oma 
dunghill,  they  no  longer  feared  thofe  terrible 
Houzouanas,  in  whofe  company  they  had  fe 
trembled. 

The  next  morning  the  Houzouaoras  an- 
nounced to  me,  that  they  fhould  depart  and 
join  their  comrades.  I  had  nothing  more  to 
afk  of  them,  as  they  had  performed  their  pro- 
mife :  yet  I  was  not  willing  that  thefe  faith- 
ful 
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fill  drtd  intrepid  guides  fliould  leave  me,  with- 
out giving  them  fome  teftimoriy  of  my  fatif- 
fa&ion  and  gratitude ;  bif 1 1  Was  in  doubt  what 
Would  be  mod  agreeable  to  them. 

My  (lock  of  tobacco  was  fd  diminished, 
that  I  had  been  obliged  for  fome  time  to  l?e 
feriSly  economical  in  my  diftributions:  frefides* 
thefe  fober  men,  leading  a  wandering  life  at 
fuch  a  diftance  from  the  colony,  are  fo  ?u> 
tuftonied  to  do  without  it,  that  the  want  of  it 
tofts  them  little.  On  glafs  beads  they  fet 
Scarcely  any  value.  What  would  have  beeqf 
inoft  acceptable  to  them  was  a  knife :  but  I  ha$ 
not  much  more  than  half-a-dozen  left,  and  of 
courfe  I  could  not  give  one  to  each.  I  r§- 
folved,  therefore,  to  diftribute-  four  .among 
them ;  and,  that  no  one  might  have  re^afop  to 
be  diffatisfied,  I  propofed  that  they  fhoujd  fhoot 
at  a  mark,  and  that  the  four  who  came  neareft 
to  it  fliould  each  have  .a  knife. 

This  exetcife  was  a  fort  of  feftivalfbr  my 
caravan.  '  For  my  own  part,  exclufive  of  the 
amufement  I  expedted  from  it,  it  would  teach 
me,  from  their  addrefs  in  handling  their  arms, 
how  far  the  Houzouanas  were  formidable  j 
and  I  fhould  fix  in  .their  memories  an  event, 

Q^2  which 
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which  would  give  them  reafon  to  talk  of  me. 
for  a  long  time,  and  make  me  known  to  their 
nation,  if,  as  I  hoped,  I  fhould  revifit  it. 

My  propofal  was  received  with  a  fliout  of 
joy.  The  Hottentot  alone  appeared  diflatisfied 
with  it,  becaufe,  confcious  he  was  the  leaft  ex- 
pert markfman,  he  defpaired  of  obtaining  a 
prize.  If  I  had  received  fervices  from  the 
Houzouanas,  I  was  more  indebted  for  thefe 
fervices  to  their  natural  difpofition  than  to  him, 
who,  being  a  ftranger  lately  fettled  in  the  horde, 
could  have  little  influence  with  regard  to  their 
treatment  of  me.  Yet,  as  he  had  been  ufeful 
to  me  in  the  character  of  an  interpreter,  and  as 
it  was  he  who  had  principally  given  me  an  ac- 
count of  the  nation,  I  conceived  that  I  owed 
him  fome  acknowledgment,  and  therefore 
promifed  him  a  knife. 

Our  fire-arms  are  fo  certain,  in  confequence 
of  their  fight  and  the  manner  in  which  they 
may  be  pointed  at  an  objeft,  that  in  reality 
it  is  almoft  a  difgrace  to  a  man  not  to  be  dex- 
terous in  the  ufe  of  them.  It  is  not  fo  with  the 
bow ;  and,  unlefs  the  favage  fhoot  at  an  objed 
perpendicularly  over  his  head,  the  fufileer  has 
an  infinite  advantage  over  him,  particularly  if 

the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


AFRICA.  229 

the  object  at"  which  he  aims  be  fituated  in  aa . 
horizontal  dire&ion. 

In  this  cafe,  unlefs  the  diftance  be  very  fhort, 
the  arrow  cannot  go  point-blank  to  the  mark ; 
but,  to  hit  it,  muft  defcribe  a  parabola,  to  de- 
termine the  elements  of  which  requires  a  com- 
plicated calculation. 

Another  neceflary  point  to  be  confidered  is, 
the  exadt  force  that  mud  be  given  to  the  ar* 
row,  that  it  may  neither  go  beyond  nor  fall 
(hoit  of  the  mark. 

Finally,  a  third  indifpenfable  circumftance 
to  be  known  is  the  altitude  of  the  curve,  that 
is  to  fay,  the  compound  refult  of  the  force  and  , 
diftance. 

To  explain  myfelf  more  clearly  t-^rSuppofc 
the  mark  be  a  hundred  and  fifty  feet  diftance ; 
in  this  cafe  the  lefs  radius  of  the  parabola, 
whatever  be  its  extent,  muft  have  ope  third  of 
the  length  of  the  greater  diameter  j  or,  in  other 
words,  the  moft  elevated  point  of  the  courfe  of 
the  ajrow  muft  be  fifty  feet.  It  is  necefTary 
top,  that  this  point  divide  the  diameter  of  the 
diftance  nearly  into  two  equal  parts ;  fince,  if 
the  aprow  furmount  this  point,  it  will  go  be- 
C^S  yond 
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yond,  and,  if  it  pafs  below  it,  \frill  fall  fhort^ 
of  the  mark. 

The  way  of  life  I  have  fp  long  led  has  given 
toe  fome  experience  of  the  theory  as  well  a$ 
pra&ice  of  this  art.  My  moft  intimate  firienda 
know,  that  I  have  often  brought  dowii  fwailows 
flying,  by  blowing  an  arrow  through  at  tube  i 
and  they  have  feeri  me  many  timed  cut  a  ball 
m  t^o  on  the  edge  of  a  knife  which  I  have  fet 
tip  as  a  mark,  I  alfo  handle  the  bow  with  coii- 
fiderable  dexterity:  for  in  my  childhood  I 
learned  the  ufe  of  this  weapon  among  the 
jroung  Caribs  at  Surinam,  and  I  afterward$ 
improved  myfelf  in  its  ufe  during  my  travels 
in  Africa  as  often  as  I  found  an  opportunity^ 
ind  fomefrimes  difputed  the  palm  with  the 
Jtbleft  Hottentot  markfmen. 

The  favage  knows  nothing  of  the  theory, 
of  which  I  have  j\ift  hinted  at  a  few  of  the 
principles  :  but  by  pradice  and  experience  he 
acquires  aftonifhing  ability.  What  indeed  may 
hot  be  expedted  from  people,  \?ho,  having  no 
means  of  defending  their  lives  or  procuring 
fubfiftence  but  their  bow,  accuftom  themfelves 
-   to  handle  it  from  their  earlieft  infancy  ? 

I  have 
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.  I  have  ©bferved  that  the  Hottentots  on  the 
eaft  are  io  general  very  adroit  in  the  ufe  of  the 
bow :  but  none  of  them  equal  theHouzouanas. 
With  thefp  the  pra&ice  of  the  bow  is  become 
An  art ;  and  this  art  is  even  a  branch  of 
their  military  exercife,  as  I  had  an  opportu- 
nity of 'convincing  myfelf  by  this  flldoting- 
Jtaatch. 

The  mark  was  a  black  circular  fpot  made 
with  charcoal  on  the  white  inner  bark  of  a 
Targe  tnhnofa,  which  I  caufed  to  be  divefted  of 
its  outer  rind.  I  left  the  candidates  to  fix 
among  themfelves  the  diftance  from  which 
they  would  (hoot,  and  this  they  afcertaiijed  by 
a  fliallow  trench,  which  no  one  wis  allowed  to 
overftep. 

Thefe  preliminaries  bging  fettled,  all  ran  to 
the  appointed  fpot ;  but  without  order,  and 
tittering  exclamations  of  joy,  as  if  each  were 
going  to  certain  victory. 

Every  one  then  fele&ed  from  his  quiver  the 
arrow  which  he  thought  fittevft  for  fecuring  the 
prize  :  and  the  precautions  they  took  in  mak- 
ing this  choice,  the  care  with  which  they  exa- 
mined their  arrows  one  after  another,  and 
the  attention  with  which  they  fitted  them  to 
0^4  their. 
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their  bows  and  poifed  them  in  their  hands, , 
were  very  remarkably. 

The  arrow  being  fele&ed,  they  placed  it  on 
their  bow:  then  they  would  crouch  down  with 
their  head  between  their  knees  like  frogs,  leap 
-and  fpriftg  from  fi<de  to  fidg,  as  if  to  avoid  the 
arrows  of  their  enemies,  make  feints,  take  aw 
at  the  mark,  draw  near  the  trench,  recede  from 
it,  and  take  a  hundred  different  attitudes,  which 
at  firft  appeared  to  me  the  tricks  of  a  jack* 
pudding,  but  which  were  in  reality  employed 
for  the  purpofe  ,of  estimating  the  Situation  and 
diftance  of  the  object* 

Every  inftant  I  expe&ed  from  their  motions 
they  werp  going  to  (hpot :  but  fuddenly  they 
would  retire  back,  begin  again  their  move-: 
ments  and  feints,  and  difchargp  thpiy  arrows 
when  I  leaft  expected  it.  At  length,  when 
they  had  all  (hot  for  th£  firft  prize,  I  gave  a 
knife  to  him  whofe  arrow  had  come  nearefj; 
to, the  centre  of  the  mark. 

The  fame  proceeding  took  place  for  each  of 
the  other  three  prizes.  Every  time  a  knife  was  to 
be  (hot  for,  the  remaining  bowmen  employed 
the  fame  manoeuvres:  but,  as  the  prizes  dimj- 
pifhed  in  number,  they  redoubled  their  ardoujr 

and 
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and  a&ivity  j  and,  during  more  than  three 
quarters  of  an  hour  that  the  fport  lafted,  they 
difplayed  before  me  all  the  feints,  evolutions, 
aad  ftratagems,  of  their  art  of  war. 

This  exercife  did  not  end  with  the  diftri-i- 
bution  of  the  four  prizes;  Thofe  who  were 
unfijecefsful  flill  continued  to  fhoot;  and  I 
could  not  pbferve  without  laughing,  that  fe- 
veral  of  them,  after  having  hit  the  circle,  were 
in  a  paflion  with  themfelves  for  having  aimed 
fo  ill  when  there  was  fomething  to  be  gained, 
and  fo  well  when  it  was  to  no  purpofe. 
.  In  my  turn,  to  fhow  them  what  I  could  dof 
I  placed  myfelf  at  the  trench  with  my  larg$ 
carbine,  and  fired  feveral  balls,  each  of  which 
hit  the  mark. 

Not  contented  with  fhowing  them  my  own 
fuperiority,  I  was  defirous  of  convincing  them 
pf  that  of  my  arms.  For  this  purpofe,  I  took 
aim  at  a  rock  four  hundred  paces  diftant.  At 
f very  (hot  I  ftruck  off  froiti  it  a  fplinter,  and 
px  every  fhot  I  obferved  the  aftonifhed  favages 
fepking  to  divine  from  my  countenance  by 
what  inconceivable  magic  I  produced  fuch  an 
effect,  fo  fpeedily  and  at  fo  great  a  diftance. 

T9  heighten  their  ^ftopifhment,  L  placed 
x  them 
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them  all  in  a  line  fide  by  fide,  and,  (landing  at 
a  diftapce,  I  put  into  my  carbine  a  large  charge 
©f  powder  and  a  ball  with  a  hole  through 
|t ;  and  then  firing,  I  made  the  ball  whiz* 
pver*  their  heads/ 

The  whizzing,  which  they  heard  before  the 
report  of  the  carbine,  ftupefied  them  with 
wonder.  They  doubted  not  but  I  could  fend 
jt  ball  as  far  as  I  pleafed,  and  that  this  had  gone 
to  take  effe£t  at  an  immeafuraWe  diftanqe. 
•  Thefe  experiments,  added  to  other  exploits 
they  had  often  feen  me  perform,  fuch  as  bring- 
ing down  fmall  birds  on  the  wing,  and  even 
beetles,  gave  them  a  high  opinion  of  my  fur 
periority. 

Having  thus  impreffed  on  their  minds  4ti 
exalted  idea  of  my  power,  I  reprefented  to 
them  how  prudently  they  had. a&ed  in  receivr 
ing  me  with  friendship,  and  how  rafh  it  would 
be  in  any  of  their  hordes  to  provoke  my  wfatH 
by  ofieijding  me.  I  defired  them  to  warn 
their  countrymen  of  the  rifk  they  would  rufl 
on  fuch  an  occafion  j  but  at  the  fame  time  I 
allured  them,  that,  wherever  I  met  any  of 
them,  1  fhould  always  endeavour  to  make 
them  my  friends,  as  I  had  a&ed  by  their  horde. 
'  Finally, 
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fiftafly,  I  reminded  them  pf  the  fervices  I  had 
been  fo  eager  to  render  them,  and  warmly 
thanked  thtffft  for  thofe  they  had  rendered  me 
in  their  turn. 

This  produced  the  effedt  I  expe&ed.  They 
pll  renewed  their  profeffions  of  friendflrip  ancj 
attachment,  botfy  in  their  own  name  and  thdt 
pf  their  comrades.  The  women  themfelve* 
pointing  to  the  jewels  and  ornaments  I  had 
beftowed  on  them,  gave  me  to  utiderftandt 
that  they  would  corifider  it  as  a  duty  to  wear 
them,  that  all  the  Houzouanas  might  learn 
to  know  the  white  man,  the  friend  of  their 
nation. 

I  was  much  flattered  by  thefe  expreflions  of 
gratitude,  from  which  I  derived  the  mort 
pleafure,  as  they  proceeded  from  thofe  who 
had  not  fhared  in  the  prizes  of  knives  which  I 
had  fo  recently  diftribtited. 

As  a  compenfation  for  this*  I  added  liberally 
to  the  ornaments  \  had  already  beftowed  on 
themjj  others  of  the  fame  kind,  with  which  they 
Were  highly  pleafed.  The  company  of  the 
women  pf  my  caravan  had  given  them  fome 
tafte  for  drefs.  They  were  proud  of  thus 
prnamenting  themfelyes  befpre  their  hufbands^ 

who 
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who  feemed,  on  account  of  it,  to  like  them  the 
better ;  and  I  am  perfuaded,  that  to  the  other 
Houzouana  women  of  the  country  they  would 
become  obje&s  of  admiration  and  envy.  De- 
lightful amufement !  Enchanting  moments  ! 
In  what  a  world,  and  under  what  laws,  muft 
I  regret  your  lofs ! 

I  could  have  wiflied  to  reclaim  the  Hottentot 
from  the  wandering  life  he  had  embraced; 
which  I  urged  him  to  quit,  offering  to  conduft 
him  back  to  the  plantations  with  me :  but  he 
fteadily  rcfufed  to  comply -with  my  felicita- 
tions. He  had  a  wife  and  two  young  children, 
from  whom  he  could  not  part ;  and  this  motive 
rendered  his  determination  refpe&able  in  my 
eyes.  In  that  country  the  fentiments  of  nature 
are  not-learned  from  book9,  nor  is  it  neceflary 
to  write  a  volume  in  order  to  (how  what  is  right 
and  what  is  wrong.  When  we  parted,  the  people 
of  the  horde  prefled  my  hand,  and  even  my 
cowards  joined  in  the  ceremony.  Yet  I  per- 
ceived, on  more  faces  than  one,  an  expreffion 
of  pleafure  at  being  delivered  from  the  burden 
of  fear;  and  that  fo  many  fervices,  and  fo 
much  friendfhip  and  confidence,  had  not  been 
fible  totally  to  eradicate  prejudice  from  every 

7  heart. 
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heart.  Afos !  ho  tor  mifchievoiis  in  its  effe&s 
and  how  difficult  to  counteract  is  commoa 
fame! 

For  myfelf,  who,  far  from  fearing  the  Hou- 
zouanas,  had  felt  pleafure  from  their  fociety, 
and  entertained  an  affe&ion  for  them,  I  once 
more  confefs  that  I  did  not  part  from  them 
without  regret ;  that  I  found  them  an  a6Hve, 
laborious,  and  "intelligent  race  of  men,  ever 
ready  to  oblige  in  fpitp  of  obftacles,  and  fu- 
perior  to  other  favages  both  in  courage  and 
ability. 

What  indeed  particularly  infpired  me  with 
a  predilection  in  their  favour,  was  their  open 
and  fmiling  countenance.  Such  is  the  habitual 
ftate  of  their  features,  that  the  gloomy  and 
dubious  impreffion  of  uneafinefs  and  roiftruft 
is  never  perceptible  on  them.  The  Hou- 
zouana,  it  is  true,  has  violent  paffions,  and, 
when  he  is  under  their  influence,,  they  are  de~  ~ 
pi&ed  dn  his  countenance  in  a  forcible  and 
(biking  manner :  but  the  ftorm  is  of  fhort  du* 
ration ;  he  foon  comes  to  himfelf,  and  his  face  , 
inftantly  refumes  the  expreflion  of  his  frank, 
unfufpe&ing,  and  loyal  mind. 

Among  all  the  other  African  nations,  almoft 
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Vithdut  exception,  I  found  an  imbecile  ftu* 
pidity,  which  madfe  them  enraptured  with 
every  thing  I  carried  with  me  for  my  ufe* 
The  Hpuzotjftna*  contemplated  them  with 
thofe  emOtiorts  of  ciiriofity  which  every  pro* 
dii&ion  of  iflduftry  tfbuld  iiaturally  excite  in  * 
people  deftitute  of  aits ;  but  this  curiofity  was 
neither  ftupid  admiratioii  nor  the  childilb  de* 
{jure  of  favages  in  general. 

Nothing  filled  them  with  real  aftohiftment 
but  ray  fire-arms.  During  the  w&t>le  time 
they  were  with  me,  thefe  were  the  fubje&s  of 
thefr  attention  and  difcourfe.  But  it  is  to  be 
obferved,  I  h*d  endeavoured  to  infpire  theni 
Ivith  the  greateft  terror  by  displaying  thei* 
effeds.  I  never  fufiered  them  to  touch  my 
fufees,  and  I  was  particularly  careful  not  td 
fhow  them  the  mode  of  uling  them.  When 
once  they  had  imbibed  the  defire  of  ppfleffing 
them,  perhaps  it  would  not  bev  leng  before 
they  would  contrive  means  of  procuring  them  j 
and  then  how  dangerous  would  be  thefe  moun- 
taineers to  the  plantations,  and  evfcn  to  the 
Cape  itfelf ;  fince,  fecure  from  attack  in  their 
mountains,  and  indefatigable  in  their  expedi- 
tions, their  no&urnal  and  unexpe&ed  attacks 
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ttfccter  th^flj  already  irrefiftiblc  eoemies!  Often 
have  I  rejoiced  that  the  nation  was  one  of  the 
poor^ft  of  Africa  j  and  that,  being  deftitute  ojt 
every  thing,  it  had  nothing  %o  barter  by  tfay 
of  trade.  But  for  this,  fuch  of  the  colonifts 
who  follow  the  occupation  of  traverfing  th<* 
deferts,  would  perhaps  have  penetrated  as.  far  as 
thefe  people;  perhaps  would  have  fupplie^ 
them  with  powder  and  fi*e-anns,  and  cer-> 
tainly  would  have  inftilled  into  them  the  defire 
of  procuring  them ;  and  who  can  tell  to  what 
this  defire  would  have  led ! 

Yet  thefe  formidable  people  infpired  me 
with  ,mpre  low,  vxd  eftqem  than  any  other 
.tribe  in  Africa.  With  them  I  would  have  un+ 
dertaken  without  fear  to  traverfe  the  whole  of 
that  quarter  of  the  globe,  had  my  good  fortune 
permitted  me  to  know  them  fooner :  and  if 
ever  circumftances  allow  me  to  refume  the 
project,  which  it  has  been  fo  painful  to  me  to 
relinquish,  they  are  the  only  ones  that  ihali 
.  be  my  companions  in  the  enterprife,  and  to 
them  alone  will  I  direct  my  fteps  without 
delay. 

From  the  pleafutse  which  it  ftili  gives  me  to 
talk  of  them  an  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  pain 

I  felt 
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I  felt  at  their  departure.  During  the  remaincfetf 
of  the  day,  I  experienced  a  wearifome  void  % 
fomething  feemed  wanting  to  me;  and  the 
fatisfadtion  that  their  abfence  afforded  to  feve- 
ral  of  my  Hottentots  did  but  increafe  my* 
vexation.  They  exulted  as  if  they  had  car* 
ried  their  point  againft  me:  and  fancied, 
now  the  Houzouanas  were  gone,  they  fhotfld 
become  again  as  neceflary  to  me  as  even 

Night  gave  a  little  check  to  this  infolent 
joy.  At  the  clofe  of  day,  we  perceived  fires* 
at  two  or  three  leagues  diftance  on  oiir  right ; 
and  thefe  fires  abated  their  confidence  and  re- 
vived their  fears.  Probably  they  were  fignals 
made  by  the  Houzouanas  who  had  left  me  to  in- 
form their  comrades  of  their  fituation.  But 
the  (ingle  idea  of  Houzouanas  was  fufficient 
to  excite  terror  in  my  troop-  My  people  had 
no  doubt  but  it  was  a  new  horde,  by  which 
we  fhould  fpeedily  be  attacked;  and  in  con- 
fequence  they  all  fpent  the  night  on  the  watch, 
tormenting  and  perplexing  themfelves  with 
finifter  conje&ures.  For  «my  part,  to  punifh 
them  for  their  infolence,  I  refolved  to  leave 
them  in  their  miftake.  I  even  pretended  to 
be  of  their  opinion  refpe&ing  the  fires,  and 

while 
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while  they  were  kept  awake  by  their  fears,  I 
retired  to  my  teat  to  fleep  in  tranquillity. 

This  anxious  night  ferved  but  to  increafe 
their  impatience  to  return  home.  Had  I 
Kftened  to  them,  I  (hould  have  fet  off  the  next 
morning  the  fliorteft'  way  to  my  camp  at 
Orange-River.  But  I  had  not  yet  forgotten 
the  pleafant  days  I  had  fpent  on  the  upper  part 
of  this  river,  and  I  was  not  defirous  of  quitting 
fo  haftily  the  banks  of  a  ftream,  near  which  I 
had  procured  fo  many  birds  for  my  collections 
and  the  water  and  paftures  of  which  could  alone 
recover  my  cattle  from  the  fatigue  they  had 
undergone-  I  was  refol ved,  therefore,  to  follow 
its  courfe  for  fome  time;  and  the  very  next 
day  1  fpent  fix  hours  in  tracing  its  wind- 
ings. 

This  excurfion  afforded  me  feveral  new  fpe* 
cies  of  birds,  and  particularly  a  variety  of  the 
touraco,  different  from  that  which  I  faw  in 
the  Auteniqua  country.  The  fucceeding  days 
Were  equaUy  fortunate,  and  added  alike  to 
my  pleafures,  my  acquisitions,  and  my  dif- 
coveries. 

In  one  of  my  hunts  I  killed  a  monftrous- 
Boar,  altogether  different  from  any  known  fpe- 
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dies.  Its  fnout  inftead  of  being  taper  and  5* 
the  form  of  a  probofcis,  is  on  the  contrary 
very  broad  and  fquare  at  the  end.  It  has  fmall 
eyes,,  at  a  very  little  diftance  from  each 
other,  level  with  the  furface,  and  near  the  top 
of  the  forehead.  On  each  cheek  a  very  thick 
cartilaginous  fkin  proje£U  horizontally,  being 
about  three  inches  long  and  as  many  broad* 
At  firft  fight  you  would  be  tempted  to  take  thefe 
excrefcences  for  the.  ears ;  particularly  as  the 
real  ears  of  the  animal,  flicking  as  it  were  to 
the  neck  which  is  very  (hort,  are  partly  con- 
cealed by  an  enormous  mane,  the  briftles  of 
which,  in  colour  red,  brown,  and  greyifli^  are 
iixteen  inches  in  length  on  the  fhoulders*  Di- 
refily  below  thefe  falfe  ears  is.  a  bony  protube* 
ranee  on  each  fide,  projecting  more  than  an 
inch,  fcrving  the  ariimal  to  ftrike  with  to  the 
right  and  left.  The  boar  has,  befides,four  tuiks, 
of  the  nature  of  ivory,  two  in  each  jaw:  the 
upper  ones  are  fteven  or  eight  inches  long  \ 
vtry  thick  at  the  bale  and  terminating,  in  an 
bbtufe  point,  grooved,  and  rifing  perpendicu- 
larly as  they  iflue  from  the  lips:  the  lower 
ones  are  much  fmaller,  and  fo  clofe  to  the  up- 
per  ones  when  the  mouth  is  {hut,  that  they 
j  -  appear 
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appear  a&  drie*    The  head  is  a  truly  hideous 
tibjed:.     It  is   fcafcely   left  fo  than   that  of 
the  hippopotamus*  to  which  it  firft  view  it. 
appears  to  have  a  ftrikifig  refemblance*     Syk 
tematifts,  aecuftomed  to  view  nature  only  ac- 
cording to  rules  eftabliflied   by  themfelves, 
will  be  far  from  acknowledging  this  animal  to 
be  a  boar :  for,  not  to  mention  its  large  fnout* 
k  wants  incifive  teeth  in  both  jaws.    Notwith- 
.  ftanding  its  wide  muzzle,  it  ploughs  up  the 
•earth  to  feek  for  roots,  on  which  it  feeds.     It 
is  very  a£tive$  ^though  large  and  bulky  j  run- . 
ning  with  fuch  fpeed,  that  the  Hottentots  give 
it  the  name  of  the  runner.     Some  future  day 
I  fhall  return  to  this  interefting  quadruped; 
and  in  the  mean  time  I  fhall  here  give  a  plate 
of  a  young  otie  which  I  have  in  my  collection*. 
Having  feen  neither  the  mouth  nor  the 
fource  of  Fifh-River*  I  cannot   fpeak  with 
certainty  of  its  fituation,  and  muft  rely  on  fea- 

*  Buffbn  has  given  a  figure  of  this*  Cape  boar  from 
ptofefitbr  Allamand,  in  his  Supplerfterit  to  his  Hxftory  Qf 
CjUddttipdds,  vol.  t,  |>late  u*  of  the  duodecimo  edition: 
but  nothing  like  the  head  of  this  animal  is  difcoverable 
in  the  figure,  as  all  its  characteristics  have  been  omitted  by 
the  draughtfman. 
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men  and  geographers,  at  leaft  for  what  regards 
the  place  where  it  pours  itfelf  into  the  fea.  .  I 
{hall  only  remark,  that,  in  a  country  fo  irregular 
as  Africa,  it  is  very  difficult  to  know  a  rimer 
which  runs  any  confidetfable  way.  At  one; 
tim£,  piercing  through  fteep  mountains  or 
lofing  itfelf  under  rocks ;  at  another,  failing 
down  from  them  in  cafcades,  frequently  per- 
haps in  diverging  branches,  which,  when  they 
meet,  take,  a  centrary  dfre&ioft,  and  return 
back  towards  its  fource ;  it  is  by  no  means* 
£afy  to  trace  k  amid  fo  many  obftaeles.  To 
fucceed  in  this,  I  know  but  one  method,  whidt 
would  be  td  fet  out  from  the  fource  of  the  river, 
and  thence  to  travel  conftantly  along  ks  banks, 
without  once  lofing  fight  bf  it.  But  who 
would  attempt  fuch  an  enterprifer?  And,  were 
k  attempted,  would  it  always  be  practicable  ? 

At  my  third  encampment  by  this  river,  i»y 
Nimiqtias  recollected  a  chain  of  very  lofty 

.   mountains,  the  pafturage.of  which  they  highly 
extolled;  and  added,  that  on  this  account  there 

.  was  almoft  always  a  horde  of  their  country- 
men Rationed  there.  Thefe  praifes  were*  n©t 
without  defign,  and  this  defign  it  was  eafy  to 
guefs  j  but,  as  it  accorded  with  my  own,  I 

made 
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made' no  difficulty  in  acceding  to  k.  Accord* 
ingly  I  decamped,  and  directed  my  courfe  to- 
war  cl*  the  mountains.  After  two  days  ihortijour- 
ney,  we  arrived  in  a  *pleafant  valley,  fliaded  by 
a  prodigious  number  of  mimofas  in  full  bloom, 
and  where  we  found  feveral  herds  of  cattle, 
which  denoted  fome  Hottentots  to  be  in  the 
neighbourhood* 

The  Nimiquas  having  advanced  with  Klaas 
to  announce  my  coming,  we  foon  faw  the 
whole  horde  approaching.  At  this  fight  my 
people  expreffed  the  higheft  joy.  You  would 
chave  faid,  that,  after  having  efcaped  from  * 
4tfiaffins,  they  had  found  protestors  to  place 
.their  lives  in  a  ftate  of  fecurity.  They  con- 
gratulated each  other,  fqueezed  the  hands 
of  the  new  comers,  prefled  them  to  their  breads, 
and  overwhelmed  them  with  expreffions  of 
itiendfhip.  Had  they  been  their  acquaintance 
or  relations,  they  could  not  have  difplayed 
more  tranfport.  The  beauty  of  the  paftures, 
which  every  where  covered  the  feet  of  the 
mountains,  made  us  refolve  to  fpend  a  few  days 
near  the  horde. 

When  my  tent  was  ere&ed,  the  chief  of 

the  horde  came  to  fee  me,  and  give  me  very 
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agreeable  news  of  my  camp  on  Orange-River, 
where  no  difafter  had  happened  during  my 
abfence,  as  he  learned  from  the  people  of 
another  horde,  who  had  gone  thither  to  ex* 
change  cattle  for  tobacco.  He  would  gladly 
have  fent  thither  fome  of  his  people  alfo  for 
the  lame  purpofe,  as  there  was  not  a  morfel 
of  tobacco  in  his  kraal  j  but  an  alarming  cir- 
curpftanGe  kept  him  in  continual  fear,  and 
prevented  him  frorp  weakening  his  company, 
which  was  not  numerous,  by  detaching  from 
it  a  party  of  men. 

A  lion  and  lionefs  had  for  fome  time  taken 
up  their  abode  near  the  horde,  in  an  impene- 
trable thicket  which  he  pointed  out  to  me* 
The  horde  had  endeavoured  to  diflodge  them, 
but  in  vain ;  and  they  ftill  retained  pofleffion  of 
their  fortiefs.  Every  night  they  iflued  forth 
to  attack  not  the  herd  only,  but  even  the  men  j 
and  the  very  night  before  my  arrival  they  had 
carried  off  an  ox.  Full  of  hope  and  confidence 
in  my  fire-arms,  the  chief  congratulated  him- 
fclf  on  my  coming,  and  requefted  me  to  em- 
ploy my  weapons  to  deliver  them  from  fuch  a 
fpourge,  not  doubting  but  I  fhould  fucccedif 
|  would  mak$  the  attempt, 
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Of  the  two  obligations  that  might  be  con- 
ferred on  thefe  good  people,  one  was  not  in 
my  power,  that  of  fupplying  them  with  to- 
bacco. My  people  had  beeft  at  half  theit 
ufual  allowance  of  this  article  for  a  month  paftf 
and  even  at  that  rate  I  had  not  enough  to  an- 
fwer  tHe  demand  of  my  journey:  of  courfe  I 
was  not  willing,  by  an  improper  difplay  o£ 
liberality,  to  give  them  reafon  to  accufe  me  of 
depriving  them  of  their  due,  for  the  purpofe 
of  gratifying  ftrangers  at  their  expence* 

With  refpedt  to  the  lions,  it  was  more  eafy 
for  me  to  render  the  horde  the  fervice  they 
wanted  j  but  this  required  much  prudence  and 
circumfpedion.  Their  obftinately  perfevering 
to  remain  in  the  thicket,  notwithftanding  all 
that  had  been  done  to  drive  them  out,  gave 
me  reafon  to  fufpeft  they  had  young  ones  j 
and  this  circumftance  rendered  the  attack  a 
bufinefs  of  no  fmall  danger. 

Thefe  animals,  at  all  timfis  formidable,  have 
at  fuch  periods  a  fiercenefs  that  nothing  can 
refift.  Animated  by  the  neceflity  of  defend- 
ing and  procuring  food  for  their  young,  they 
dread  no  danger,  and  would  face  a  whole 
R  4  army. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


t4$  TRAVELS    |N 

army.     It  i$  not  courage  they  then  poflef^rrrit 

\s  raging  madnefs. 

Neverthelefs  I  promifed  to  attack  them  the 
j&cxt  day,  and  engaged  at  lead  to  drive  them 
away,  if  I  could  not  deftroy  them.  Conftder- 
ipg,  however,  the  clofenefs  of  the  thicket  and 
the  difficulty  of  the  attack,  I  required,  exclji- 
five  of  all  my  own  people  whom  I  intended  tQ 
tmploy,  that  thole  of  the  horde  ihould  alfo 
join  me.  During  the  night  we  furroundpd 
ourfelves  with  very  large  fires,  and  dif charged 
from  timp  to  time  our  muikets.  But  thefe 
precautions  were  unneceilary;  for  the  lions, 
having  the  remains  of  their  ox  to  devour,  did 
pot  appear,  though  we  heard  them  during  a 
great  part  of  the  night. 

At  break  of  day,  the  men  of  the  horde  were 
ready,  armed  with  arrows  and  aflagays,  and 
waited  nothing  'but  my  orders  to  proceed  to 
the  attack.  Even  the  women  and  children 
youldbe  of  the  party;  lefs  indeed  to*  fight 
than  to  fatisfy  their  curiofity  and  enjoy  *  our 
yi£tory.  I  heard  the  lions  ftill  growling  in 
jheir  flrong  hold  $  but  the  increafing  light  foorj 
filenced  them.     The  fun  appeared ;  and  the 
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profoixnd  fiience  that  then  prevailed  was  the 
£gnal  for  pur  departure  ^ 

The  thicket  was  about  two  hundred  paces 
long  add  ftxty  wide.  It  occupied  a  (jpQt  funk 
lower  than  the  adjacent  ground,  fo  that  it  was 
to  be  entered  pn  a  defcent.  The  whole  cpn- 
fifted  of  bufbes  and  brim,  except  forne  minao- 
fas  which  rpfe  from  its  centra  Thefe  trees, 
pould  I  have  reached  them,  would  have  afforded 
me  an  adyantagous  pofitioq  for  the  attack.  On 
their  fummits  1  fhould  have  been  fecure,  and 
plight  have  Ihpt  the  two  animals  at  my  eafe : 
-frit,  not  knowing  exadUy  the  (Ttuatipp  of  their 
Jair,  it  would  have  been  highly  ipiprucjent  in 
me  to  traverfe  the  thicket,  in  order  to  reach  thefe 
trees,  fince  I  Jhoirid  thereby  have.exppfed  my- 
felf  tp  th$  dangpf  of  being  feifced.by  the  way. 

Unable  to  attack  thefe  formidable  beafts  in 
their  retrenchments,  all  that  remained  was  to 
tempt  them  out  of  their  fort  j  for  it  was  diffi- 
cult, not  to  fay  impoffible,  to  come  at  them 
through  the  briers  and  buflies  that  covered 
2hem,  and  my  markfmea  would  vainly  have 
attempted  to  manage  or  prefent  with  any  aimf 
when  thus  entangled,  their  long  fufees.  I 
therefore  determined  to  place  them  and  the 
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ether  favages  at  certain  diftances  from  each 
other  upon  the  eminences  all  round  the  wood, 
'  fo  that  the  lions  fhould  be  unable  to  reach  the 
plain  without  being  perceived  ;  perfuaded  that 
in  the  open  country  we  fhould  be  the  ftronger 
party  and  finally  triumphant. 

None>  of  the  favages  daring  to  enter  the 
wood,  we  refolved  to  force  all  the  oxen  of  the 
horde  into  it.  Accordingly,  when  we  were  at 
pur  pods,  with  our  guns  ready  to  fire,  we 
drove  the  oxen  before  us,  compelling  them  by 
our  voices  and  blows  to  enter  the  thicket.  At 
the  fame  time  my  dogs  opened,  and  I  fired  off 
feveral  piftols  to  frighten  the  lions  and  make 
them  conle  out 

The  oxen,  fcenting  their  enemies,  foon 
rufhed  back  with  affright,  and  returned  to- 
wards us ;  but  our  cries,  the  barking  bf  the 
dogs,  and  the  report  of  our  arms,  compelled 
them  to  re-enter  the  thicket,  which  they  did 
in  a  fort  of  fury,  joftling  one  another,  and  bel- 
lowing in  a  fearful  manner. 

The  lions  on  their  fide  were  roufed  at  the 

fight  of  danger,  and  their  rage  vented  itfelf  in 

dreadful  roars.  We  heard  them  in  every  part  of 

th<e  thicket,  without  their  daring  to  fhew  them- 
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(elves  any  vfrhere,  or  advance  upon  us.  .  The 

conflict  of  two  armies  could  not  be  more  loud 

than  their  threatening  voices,  confounded  with 

the  cries,  of  men  and  dogs,  and  the  furious 

lowing  of  the  oxen.     This  hideous  concert 

continued  great  part  of  the  morning,  and  w* 

began  to  defpair  of  the  fuccefs  of  our  enter* 

prife,  when  fuddenly  I  heard,  on  the  fide  oppo- 

iite  to  me,  piercing  cries  inftantly  followed  by 

(he  report  of  a  gun,  which  made  me  tremble* 

But  fhouts  of  joy  immediately  fucceeded,  and, 

paffing  from  one  to  another  along  the  circle 

till  they  came  to  me,  announced  a  vi&ory,    I 

ran  to  the  place,  and  found  the  lionefs  expi*w 

ing.      Klaas,  who  was  ftationed  at  that  poft* 

had   fired  and  (hot  her  through  the  body. 

Her  dugs,  though  without  milk,  were  fwelled 

and  pendent,  which  indicated  (he  had 'young 

ones,  and  proved  that  I  had  not  been  miflakea 

in  my  conje&ure. 

It  came  into  my  head  to  employ  her  carcaft 
for  the  purpofe  of  enticing  them  out  of  the 
thicket.  With  this  view  I  ordered  it  to  be 
drawn  to  a  certain  diftance,  not  doubting  but 
$he  young  pues  wquld  come  in  queft  of  their 
*  •  dani, 
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.  dam,  and  that  the  male  would  probably  follow 
Other  to  avenge  or  defend  them. 

1  collected  at  my  new  pofk  fome  of  my  hun- 
ters from  the  right  and  left,  and  we  retired  to 
the  diftance  of  thirty  paces  from  the  carcafe, 
wady  to  fire  if  the  animals  advanced.  But 
my  ftratagem  was  unfuccefeftd,  and  we  Ipent 
fcvqral  hours  waiting  for  them  in  vain. 
;  The  whelps,  indeed,  uneafy  at  not  feeing 
their  mother,  ran  about  the  thicket,  growling 
<*n  all  fides.  The  male  too,  on  being  feparated 
from  her,  redoubled  his  roarings  and  his  rage. 
We~faw  hrni  for  a  moment  appear  at  the  edge 
of  the  thicket,  his  eyes  fparWing,  his  mane 
fxe£t,and  iafhing  his  fides  with  his  taiL  Bat 
unfortunately  he  was  out  of  fliot  of  my  car* 
bine;  and  one  of  my  markfmen,  who  was  pofted 
Warer,  fired  and  miffed  him.  At  this  he  re- 
tired ;  and,  whether  he  feaced  to  atfafck  fo  nu«- 
merous  a  body  of  men,  or  was  unwilling  to 
Jfave  his  young,  or  had  received  fome  flight 
.  vound,  toe  appeared  no  more.  Though  ani- 
mals of  this  fpecijps,  as  1  have  already  obfefved, 
jure  more  fierce  and  intrepid  when  they  have 
•ypung  than  at  ajiy  otfxer  period,  yet  the  mates 
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arc  not  fo  much  fo  as  .the  females— -a  fa<9:  trail 
known  to  the  favages. 

After  waitjng  a  long  time  to  no  purpofe,  and 
defpairing  of  the  fuccefs  of  my  ftratagem,  I  rt*r 
foived  to  return  to  my  former  plan  of  attack* 
In  confluence  I  fent  all  the  people  to  their 
pofts,  and  we  again  attempted  to  drive  the, 
oxen  into  the  thicket,  in  order  to  difladge  the 
remainder  of  the  family.  But  they  were  too 
much  frighted.  They  all  refined  to  proceed*, 
and  I  was  obliged  to  give  up  the  defign;, 
though  my  dogs,  animated  by  the  blood  of  th& 
liooefs,  which  they  had  fceatedr  opened  with 
great  ardour,  and  fhowed  much  eageraefe  fotf 
the  (port. 

We  had  fpent  a  confiderable  part  of  the  day 
in  the  chace ;  the  fun  was  declining ;  and  it 
would  become  more  dangerous.  1  deemed  it 
prudent,  therefore,  to  think  of  retreating, 
and  to  defer  o*r  final  vidory  till  the  next 
day. 

The  favages  conveyed  the  lto&efs  to  thft 
kraal,  for  the  purpofe  of  feafting  on  her :  buft 
as  I  was  defirous  of  her  fkin,  I  direfted  this  ta 
be  firft  taken  off.  She  was  four  feet  four, 
inches  and  half  [about  four  feet  eight  inches, 
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^ngtifli]  high,  to  the  top  of  the  fliduldet,  and 
ten  feet  eight  inches  [eleven  feet  fouf  inches] 
long,  from  the  pdnt  of  the  nofe  to  the  extre-^ 
mity  of  the  tail. 

When  the  animal  was  flayed,  Klaas  very 
naturally  threw  the  (kin  over  his  fhoulders  ter 
.  Carry  it  to  the  kraal,  whither  he  was  accom* 
panied  with  fhouts  by  all  the  horde*    He  him* 
felf  trod  like  a  hero*    I  obferved  this  new 
Alcides;  and,  diftant  as  I  was  from  the  lions 
of  Nemea,  the  refemblance  was  fo  finking, 
that  I  caught  myfelf  marching  gravely  in  the 
midft  of  this  renewal  of  the  Grecian  feftivaL 
If  my  Klaas  obtained  not  all  the  honours  of  the 
fbn  of  Alcmepa,  it  was  apparently  becatife  a 
»  more  powerful  deity  had  directed  his  arm.     I 
too  had  fome  fhare  in  the  bufinefs  j  the  plan 
of  the  attack  was  mine,  and  in  oonfequence  I 
was  loaded  with  thanks  and  praifes* 
•  The  chief  requeued  me  to  accept  four  fheep 
and  a  couple  of  oxen  in  the  name  of  the  horde, 
&  a  teftimony  of  its  gratitude.     The  fheep  I 
immediately  killed,  to  add  to  the  entertainment 
which  theTionefs  was  to  furnifh :  but  the  two 
oxen  I  gave  up  to  Klaas,  who  in  fad  had  well 
earned  them.     At  firft  he  refufed,  and  per* 
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lifted  in  their  being  mine.  But  when  I  urged 
to  him,  that  they  were  prefented  on  account 
of  the  death  of  the  lionefs,  and  that  this  death 
was  his  work,  he  no  longer  hefitated  to  accept 
them. 

This  feaft  was  the  more  agreeable,  as,  in 
part,  it  confiftcd  of  the  animal  which  had  oc- 
cafioned  fo  much  deftru&ion.  I  had  certainly 
not  the  fame  defire  for  its  flefh  as  the  reft  of  the 
guefts ;  yet  I  was  induced  to  tafte,  but  found  it 
inferior  to  that  of  the  tiger. 

After  the  repaft  came  the  amufements.  The 
company  danced  and  fung  all  night;  and  their 
revelry,  which  did  not  allow  me  a  moment1* 
fleep,  ferved  alfo  to  remind  me  of  the  Nemean 
(ports* 

During  the  night  I  heard  nothing  either  of 
the  lion  or  the  whelps :  but  this  I  afcribed  to 
the  noify  mirth  of  my  favages  j  and  indeed 
had  all  the  lions  of  the  country  afiembled  in 
the  thicket  to  roar  in  concert,  I  know  not 
whether  their  voices  would  not  have  been 
drowned  in  the  uproar  of  the  feaft.  There 
was  another  reafon,  however,  for  this  filence. 
The  male,  affrighted  by  the  dangers  he  had 
run,  availed  himfelf  of  the  darknefs  of  the 

night 
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night  to  rcrire  with  his  family ;  and  iri  the 
morning,  when  we  returned  to  the  chace,  we 
found  the  thicket  deferted. 

Prom  the  firft  movements  of  my  dogs  when 
they  entered  the  bulhes,  and  their  manner  of 
hunting;  I  perceived  that  we  were  too  late; 
To  be  certain,  however,  I  fired  off  a  piftol  a 
few  times,  hoping  that  the  animals,  if  they 
were  ftill  there,  would  be  roufed  at  the  report^ 
and  foon  caufe  themfelves  to  be  heard,  either 
by  their  growling,  or  the  ftir  they  would  make 
in  the  bufhes. 

This  preliminary  having  produced  no  figns 
of  any  thing  being  prefent,  we  tautiouffy 
advanced  into  the  thifcket,  where  we  found 
the  marks  only  of  the  fpoil  that  had  been  made 
by  this  hungry  family.  Oh  all  fidefc  were  teen 
bones  fcattered  about  or  lying  in  heaps ;  and 
the  fight  of  this  charnel-houfe,  reminding  the 
horde  of  the  Iofles  it  had  experienced,  each 
•  began  to  relate  and  lament  his  own. 

In  the  mean  time  I  employed  myfelf  hi 
tracing  the  footfteps  of  the  lion  and  the  whelps, 
to  judge  of  the  bulk  of  the  one,  and  the  nuni- 
ber  and  fize  of  the  others.  Thdugh  there 
are  inftances  of  a  lionefs  having  three  young 
4  ones 
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fanes  jai  a  Utter,  this  appeared  to  have  had  but 
tm>i  \pbkh.l  h*d  re^fon  to  fiippofe  were 
*qpal  at  leaft  ty  my  great  dog  Yager,  who  was 
as  h|gh  as  my  middle,  and  confequendy  they 
Vefe  already  formidable,  aad  capable  of  doing 
HConjSdteteble  mifchjef, 

To  iu4ge  fli  the  did  (ion  froijii  the  print  flf 
his  foot,  lyhich  w#  one  third  larger  th*n  thftt 
of  *he  liogefe,  ifemuft  have  jbecn  pf  the  largeft 
iize. 

Some  critic,  I  kijiaw  not  who,  amuflag  Uajt- 
felf  with  fame  ahimadverQqns  upon  me  in  the 
journal  dt  Paris ,  May  25,  1788,  places  me 
"  with  a  JJon  face  to  face/'  and  then  pom- 
ppufly  adds,  "  that  we  examined  each  Other* 
cl  with  haughty  iopks,  but  my  intrepid  cou* 
u  rage  at  length  obliged  the  animal  to  take  to 
"his  heels/* 

Th6  attitude  is  fine*  hb  doubt  i  btit*  when 
he  gave  me  fuch  a  powerful  look,  he  fhoul^d 
not  have  forgotten  to  beftow  on  tn6  the  club 
and  the  flrength  of  Hercules.  Whatev^ 
toy  critic  may  think,  it  is  certain*  that  the  firft 
"  refledion  of  any  man,  however  brave,  uiilefs 
at  the  fame  time  he  be  a  fool  or  a  madman* 
When  he  finds  himfelf  before  a  formidable 
Vol.  Ill*  S  enemy, 
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enemy,  is  to  compare  his  ftrength  with  that  of 
his  ahtagonift ;  and,  if  he  find  them  very  un- 
equal, the  danger  to  which  he  is  ixpofed  muft 
neceflarily  have  its  weight  with  him.     This  at 
leaft  I  have .  always  experienced,    and    cer- 
tainly I  do  not  think  niyfelf  more  of  a  coward 
than  another  man.     Accordingly*  wheiiever  I 
have  found  my felf  "  face  to  face"  with  an  ele- 
phant,~a  rhinoceros,  a  tiger^  a  lion,  or  the  Kke, 
I  confefs,  notwithftanding  my  confidence  in 
~iny  wrapons,*  far  from  fedirig*  myfelf,  at  the 
firft  inftarit,  totally  devoid  of  alarm :  I  have  al- 
ways experienced  a  violent  palpitation,  afeo- 
-fation  clofcly*  allied  to  fear.     But  this  is  of 
^ffioft  duration,  and   has  never  deterred  me 
^frohi'the  attack;  well  affured  of  the  foperioritv 
given  me  by  my  prudence  and  arms.     Then, 
laying  afide   every   idea  of  danger, ,  I  have 
rinarched  ftraight  forward  to  my  enemy,  how- 
'  ever  formidable  he  may  be,  and>  if  a  wild 
bead,  have  thought  only  of  killing,  wounding, 
orsrt  leaft  putting  him  to  flight. 

To  wait'  in  ambufti  for  a  lion,  and  fire  at 
'  him  as  he  paffes  by,  is  an  enterprife  not  with- 
out danger ;  but  ro  attack  in  "  face"  a  Monefs 
attended  by  her  whelps  and  their  father,  and  in 

her 


Digitized  by 


Google 


AfUl'CA.  259 

her  impenetrable  retreat,  would  be  ra(h  even 
to  madnefs,  without  previoufly  fecuring  every 
kind  of  affiftance  that  can  command  fuccefs. 
And  even  this  would  be  unpardonable,  unlefs 
required  by  urgent  neceffity. 

Savages  know  by  experience  the  peril  of 
fuch  enterprifes,  and  therefore  never  fettle  in  * 
place  where  they  fufpeft  there  are  any  whelps. 
Woe. betide  the  horde  that  may  be  near  them ! 
Almpft  every  night  their  herds  will  be  attacked. 
It  is  a  tribute  they  muft  neceffarily  pay,  and 
from  which  they  will  feldom  endeavour  to 
guard  themfelves,  choofing  rather  to  wait  with 
patience  till  the  young  family,  ceafing  to  be  a 
burden  to  their  parents,  (hall  go  and  fix  them- 
felyes  elfewhere. 

The  horde  near  this  thicket  would  never 
have  ventured  to  propofe  to  me  fuch  an  attack, 
but  for  their  high  confidence  in  my  fire-arms ; 
and  I,  notwithftanding  the  affiftance  of  my 
hunters  and  my  numerous  company,  would 
not  have^hefitated  to  refufe,  if,  when  afking 
this  fervice  of  me  as  an  extraordinary  favour, 
they  had  not  confented  to  fhare  with  us  the  , 
whole  of  the  danger. 

Thefe  were  my  motives  for  adopting  the 
S  2  '  rcfo- 
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jefolution  I  took,  and  I  had  t*ery  reafon  to 
congratulate  royfelf  on  my  faccefs;  fince,of  the 
four  beafts  we  had  to  deftroy,  the  moft  for- 
midable was  flain,  and  the  three  others  took 
flight ;  while,  to  increafe  toy  happinefs,  not  a 
fingle  jperfon  was  wounded,  nor  even  one 
of  the  oxen  that;  were  driven  into  the  thicket* 
Had  we  kilted  the  lion  firft,  we  ihould  pro- 
bably have  deftroyed  the  whole  family ;  but, 
if  one  of  the  whelps  had  fallen  a  facrifice  be- 
fore its  mpther,  there  is  little  doubt  but  it  would 
have  coft  the  life  of  one  of  us,  iince  the  event 
would  have  fo  enraged  the  lionefs,  that  (he 
would  have  braved  every  danger,  and  rufhed 
inftantly  upon  the  party.  Accordingly  I  had 
ftri&ly  enjoined  every  one  not  to  fire  at  the 
young  ones  till  the  old  ones  were  killed. 

Satisfied  with  having  delivered  the  hord* 
from  thisfcourge,  and  having  no  other  Unotive 
to  remain  with  them,  I  fixed  the  next  day  but 
one  for  my  departure.  This  declaration  was 
by  no  means  agreeable  to  my  people.  They 
had  found  among  thefe  Nimkjuas  the  fame 
eafy  and  compliant  manners  as  they  had  be- 
fore experienced  in  Sow -  other  hordes,  which 
induced  them  to  wifh  for  a  longer  ftay.  Wheiv 

they 
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they  parted  from  the  Houzoiianas,  they  had 
defired  to  return  to  the  camp  at  Orange- River 
the  fhorteft  way  j  and  now  they  afked  to  re- 
main where  we  were,  without  alleging  a  An- 
gle reafon  for  it*  But  fuch  requefts  were 
little  calculated  to  have  atiy  weight  with  me.  I 
was  not  a  man  to  change  my  purpofes  to  gra* 
tify  the  inclinations  of  people  of  whom  I. had 
fo  much  reafon  to  complain ;  and  I  therefore 
declared  that  1  fhould  peril  ft  in  my  intentions. 

There  were  two  different  ways,  to  Orange* 
River,  between  which  I  had  to  choofe.  One 
was  to  proceed  to  the  weft  till  I  reached  the 
fea-fide,  proceed  along  the  coaft  to  the  mouth 
of  the  river,  and  then  travel  up  its  banks  to  the 
camp  of  the  giraffe*  For  the  other,  I  had  only 
to  follow  the  dire&ion  of  the  mountains ;  and, 
as  they  ran  fouth*  thereby  pointing  out  my 
courfe,  this  woultf  be  the  moft  certain  as  well 
as  the  fhorteft  and  eafieft. , 

I  was,  however,  more  inclined  to  the  for- 
mer, becaufe,  by  travelling  along  the  river's 
fide,  I  (hould  difcover  its  courfe,  tohich  I  much 
wifhed.  But,  fliort  as  I  was  of  tobacco  and 
other  fimila*  ftores,  how  prevail,  on  perfons 
already  murmuring  at  the  diminution  of  their 
S  3  allow- 
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allowance,  and  who  would  foon  be  "reduced 
to  a  total  ftoppage  of  it,  to  take  fo  long  a 
round?  How  induce  the  Greater  Ninri- 
quas,  now  on  the  point  of  rejoining  their 
horde,  to  turn  their  backs,  and  wander  from 
it  anew  ?  Above  all,  with  fuch  a  large  train 
and  fo  many  cattle,  how  undertake  to  traverfe 
plains,  neither  more  rugged  nor  difficult,  It  is 
true,  than  that  we  had  already  crofled,  but  in 
which,inftead  of  the  indefatigable  Houzouanas, 
I  had  attendants  who,  for  the  mod  part,  were 
.of  little  ufe  to  me,  and  almoft  all  of  whom  had 
forfeited  my  confidence  ? 

By  taking  the  other  road,  I  learned  from 
the  chief  of  the  horde,  that,  after  two  days 
march,  I  fhould  fall  in  with  another  of  this 
nation  ;  that  tfyis  would  conduit  me  to  a  third ; 
and  that  thus  it  would  be  eafy  for  me  to  pro- 
ceed from  horde  to  horde  with  fure  guides  as 
far  as  Orange-River.  As  he  offered  to  fend 
fome  of  his  own  people  to  condudl  me  to  the 
firft,  I  accepted  his  offer,  and  departed  with  the 
more  fatisfa&ion,  as  I  reflected,  that  it  would 
he  in  my  power  when  I  arrived  at  the  camp, 
if  circumftances  permitted  it,  to  refume  my. 
fcheme  of  tracing  the  courfe  of  the  ftream. 

Moft 
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Moft  of  my  people  were  fo  enfeebled  by 
the  pleafures  of  fevery  kind  in  which  they  had 
indulged  during  their  refidence  with  the  horde, 
that  many,  unable  to  fupport  the  fatigues,  of 
the  march,'  remained  behind  at  different  -dis- 
tances. At  lengtji  the  number  of  thefe  loiter- 
ers became  fo  confiderabley  that  I, was  obliged 
to  halt,  after  travelling  fix  leagues,  in  an  angle 
of  the  mountains  where  the  chain,  altering 
its  direction,  turned  to  the  fouth-eaft.  The 
horde  we  had  quitted  had  previoufly  refided 
here,  fo.  that  the  pafture  had  been  eaten  up ; 
and  we  found  only  the  firft  fhoots  of  the  new 
grafs,  ■"      ' 

Here,  after  having  long  ceafed  to  fee  any 
giraffes,  I  met  with  them  again  for  *  the  'firft 
time.  My  guides  aflured  me,  the  farther  I 
went  to  the  weft,  the  more  fcarce  they  would 
become ;  and  I  could  eafily  believe  them,  from 
the  fmall  number  that  appeared  in  the  prefent 
inftance,  compared  with  what  I  had  feen  to  the 
eaft. 

On  my  return  to  the  Cape,  Pin^r  told  me, 

that,  after  we  feparated,  having   travelled  up 

OrangerRiver  for  feveral  days^  he  had  all  the 

wayfeen  giraffes, though  never  o^theleft  bank; 

S^4   •  nor 
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iior  indeed  Kate  I  eve*  heard  of  tnf  mating 
their  appearance  there:  whence  I  eoticlAdt, 
that  in  this  fputhero  part  of  Africa  the  dtftriQ; 
inhabited  by  thefe  animals  is  a  fpace  of  about 
four  degrees,  that  is  to  fay^  the  interval  be- 
tween the  two  rivers,  Fifli  and  Orange  rive#, 

Not  that  they  havie  been  exclufivefy  confined 
to  this  ipot  by  nature,  and  are  unable  to  efcift 
in  any  other.  On  the  contrary,  tltey  feavtf 
been  fe$n  at  Galath  on  the  Sfenegal,  three 
hundred  leagues  from  its  mouth  j  at  leaft  I 
fcavp  heard  fp  from  people  of  credit.  We  read 
in  ancient  travellers,  that  tfcgy  were  to  fee 
found  in  India:  and  if  the  moderns  do  not 
fpeak  of  tlfem  there,  it  is  beeaufe  the  breed  is 
fleftrpyed,  or  become  lefs  numerous,  and  retired 
Jnto  the  deferts.  Byuce  alfo  mentions  z 
giraffe  \q\nch  lie  faw  in  Abyflinia-  I  fuf- 
f>eS,  howeypr,  that  it  yras  foine  other  qua- 
druped, and  not  ai  giraffe,  fince  he  tells  us 
that  thefe  animals  h^Vf  th?  boms  fcf  an  an- 
telope. 

Refuming  our  joprney  the  next  d*yf  wq 
perceiyed  atioiit  noon  a  herd  of  horned  cattle, 
lyhicb  announced  the  horde  we  were  feekmg, 
Jfyt  at  fight  of  us  their  keepers  were  alarmed. 
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and  fled  towards  the  kraal,  driving  their  cattle 
before  them  as  faft  as  pdffible. 

This  did  tiot  aftonHh  me,  and  was  what  I 
expe&ed ;  fmae,  independently  of  our  num- 
ber, our  appearance  alfo  was  terrifying.^— 
Though  it  was  the  month  of  March,  and  the 
teat  began  to  abate,  it  was  yd:  (iifficient  to  in- 
commode us,  fo  that  we  continued  to  wear 
<hofe  umbrellas  of  which  I  have  fpoken  above, 
*nd  which,  from  their  upufual  figure,  muft 
have  rendered  us  fo  many  fcarecrows. 

I  difpatched  my  guides  after  the  fugitives, 
to  remove  their  apprehenfions,  and  ftop  them 
before  they  cdmmunicated  the  alarm  to  the 
horde.  Accordingly  they  waited  for  me,  tefti- 
fied  their  friendship,  and  went  to  acquaint 
their  comrades  with  ftiy  arrival.  Several  of 
my  people  went  with  them,  and  I  fliortly  fol- 
lowed ;  but  I  flopped  and  encamped  at  fomc 
diftancefrom  the  kraal ;  for  I  had  not  yet  for- 
gotten lh6  noify  nights  fpent  at  the  preceding 
horde,  and  was  defirous  of  being  permitted  to 
fleep  at  this  in  quiet, 

Men,  wonneft,  and  children,  came  all  to  fee 
me.  The  favage  knows  fcarcely  more  than 
$yrp  fentimjents  toward  ftr^tngers — either  ex- 

.  trei&e 
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treme  miftruft  or  unbounded  confidence.  Giv- 
ing himfelf  up  entirely  to  the  one  or  the 
other,  he  admits  no  intermediate  fhades  in  his 
intercourfe.  Thofe  cunning  artifices  which 
we  term  prudence  and  circumfpe&ion  are  un- 
known to  him.  Thus  he  fhows  himfelf  ex- 
actly as  he  is ;  fo  that  you  cannot  be  miftaken 
in  his  condu&»  and  are  warned  to  be  on 
your  guard,  or  invited  to  truft  in  him  with 
fccurity. 

I  propofed  for  the  next  day  to  hunt  giraffes. 
All  the  horde  joined  in  this.diverfion,  and  were 
employed  in  driving  the  animals  towards  us. 
We  were  fo  fortunate  as  to  kill  a  female,  which 
meafured  in  height  about  fourteen  feet  four 
inches  [Englifh],  and,  according  to  the  favages, 
it  was  one  of  the  largeft  fize.  This  female  we 
fuppofed  by  the  appearance  of  the  teeth  to  be 
very  old,  and  its  colour  accordingly  approached 
very  near  that  of  the  males.  I  was  defirous 
of  finding  one  with  her  foal,  as  perhaps  I  might 
have  caught  the  young  one  alive ;  and  I  was 
in  hopes  this  would  have  had  one  in  her  womb, 
but  my  hopes  were  difappointed. 

In  proportion  as  I  drew  near  to  my  camp,  I 
remembered  the  need  I  had  of  procuring  oxen* 

This 
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This  horde  had  manyj  but  I  could  procure 
only  feveaij  for  want  of  merchandife.  The 
people  wiihed  for  tobacco  and  dacca  (the  leaves 
of  hemp) ;  commodities  toith  which  I  wa&un- 
able  to  fupply  them.  I  had  ftill  a  tolerable 
quantity  of  beads,  but  upon  thefe  they  fet  very 
little  value*  4 

Fortunately  the  women  obferved  among  my 
wares  foi$e  red  and  white  beads  about  the  fizc 
of  a  hazel  nutr  which  pleafed  then!  fo  niuch  by 
their  variegated  colour,  that  they  vjrould  have 
given  for  them  all  they  pofTefled.  The  mea 
^00  appeared  equally  fpnd  of  them.  Thefe, 
therefore,  a  dozen  or  two  of  large  nails,  and 
fome  brafs  wire  for  bracelets,  anfwered  my 
purpofe  of  barter. 

To  the  greater  part  of  my  .readers,  perhaps, 
thefe  remarks  will  feem  trivial ;  but  to  tra- 
vellers who  undertake,  like  me,  to  vifit  Africa, 
they  are  of  great  importance,  and,  on. that  ac- 
count, I  ought  by  no  means  to  omit  them. 

On  quitting  the  horde,  I  difmiffed  the  guides 
who  had  cohduded  me  thither,  and  took 
others  to  fhow  me  the  way  to  the  next.  We 
bent  our  courfe  to  the  eaft,  following  the  di- 
xe&ion  of  the  mountains  j  but  an  accident  hap- 
pened 
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pencd  on  the  road,  which  had  like  to  have 
done  much  mifchief,  or  even  cqA:  me  my 
life. 

One  of  my  oxen  was  laden  with  the  boxes 
which  contained  the  articles  of  traffic;  and 
one  of  thefe  boxes,  probably  not  well  fattened, 
made  fuch  a  noife  by  its  (baking  that  the  ani- 
mal became  reftlefs.  Teafed  .by  the  continual 
clacking  of  the  box,  he  made  an  effort  to  (hake 
it  off,  and  at  laft  fucceeded  j  but  the  others, 
loofened  a^d  dragged  down  by  it  in  its  fall, 
fell  likewife,  and  made  fuch  a  clatter,  that  the 
ox  and  all  that  were  near  him,  being  terrified, 
betook  themfelves  to  flight., 

The  alarm  communicated  itfelf  to  the  reft, 
and  all  my  animals,  goats,  fheep,  and  horfes, 
fcampered  off  each  a  different  way.  In  a  mo* 
ment  the  whole  caravan  was  in  confufion,  and 
the  drivers  themfelves,  dragged  along  by  their 
beafts,  which  they  could  not  flop,  were  difc 
perfed  with  them. 

The  mod  diftant  of  the  fugitives  was  the 
pack-ox  that  firft  took  flight  j  bttt,  hampered 
in  his-courfe  by  the  ftraps  of  his  baggage,  and 
not  being  able  to  difengage  himfelf  from  theqi, 
Jie  had  flopped,  and  was  plunging  and  bellow- 
ing 
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ing  with  rage.  I  galloped  up  to  him,  with 
the  defign  to  drive  him  towards  the  caravan  j 
but  he  anfwered  my  endeavours  by  a  ftrofce  of 
his  horn,  which  gored  my  horfe  in  the  flank 
*nd  tore  his  leg;  and  the  horfe,  giving  a  Gul- 
den Iprfng,  fell  down  on  his  fide,  threw  ine  ten 
paces  from  him,  and  ran  away. 

Fortunately,  in  my  fall,  I  retained  faft  hold 
of  my  gun;  and  this  circumftance  faved  my 
Kfe.  Hie  bx  rufhed  upon  me,  with  his  tibfe 
to  the  ground,  Teady  to  gore  tne  with  his  horns 
andtofs  me  into  the  air,  when  I  cocked  ;  my 
piece,  and,  by  one  of  the  luckieft  fhots  I  ever 
fired,  laid  him  dead  at  the  diftance  only  of  a  few 
yards  from  me. 

The  animal  was  the  property  of  one  of  the 
Kaminouquas  who,  attended  me.  At  this 
moment  his  maftercame  up  out  of  breath  to  - 
jTeize  him  and  bring  h'un  back ;  but  he  arrived 
only  in  time  to  fee  him  yield  his  laft  breath. 
At  this  fight  the  poor  Kaminou  qua  was  diftrad- 
ed  j  he  began  to  weep  like  a  child,  and  to  launch 
out  in  praife  of  his  ox,  which  he  faid  was  the 
bed  and  the  moft  dear  to  htm  he  had  ever 
poflefTed,  and  that  he  fhould  regret  the  lofs 
during  his  whole  life. 

However,  when  I  promifed  to  give  him 
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another,  or  %  to  pay  him  according  tq  lus 
owa  valuation,  his  tears  were  dried  up  at  oacef 
his  lamentation  ceafed ;  and  fo  fpeedily  was 
this  inconfolable  man  reconciled  to  his  lots, 
that,  having  called  fome  of  his  comrades 
to  aflift  him,  he  fet  himfelf  inftantly  to  work 
to  flay  and  cut  into  quarters  his  beft  friead, 
in  order  to  feaft  on  him  the  very  i^me  day. 

In  the  mean  time  I  directed  .  my  fcattered 
merchandize  to  be  collected.  This  occupied 
fo  much  time,  that  we  were  able  to  advance 
only  five  leagues  the  whole  day.  The  next 
we  made  very  little  more  pr.ogrefs ;  but. this 
was  owing  to  an  accident  q(,a  different  kind, 
to  one  of  tjhofe. terrible  fouth-eaft  winds,  which 
arc  the  moft  furprifing  phenomena  and  ter^ 
rible  plagues  of  Africa. 

It  began  to  threaten  us  iathe  morjiing  ;  and 
foon  increafing  every  moment  in  violence,  it 
overwhelmed  us  with  fuch  clouds  of  fand  aqd 
gravel,  that  we  were  abiblutely.  blinded,  and 
prevented  from  advancing.  Its  fury,  increafed 
by.the.refiftance  of  the  lofty  mountains  to  the 
eaft,  through  the  defiles  of  which  it  had  to  force 
its  paffage,  became  at  length  fo  great  that  we 
were  obliged  to  halt. 

,  Having  unloaded  the  oxen,  we  placed  our 
7  baggage 
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kaggage  &  heaps,  covering  them  at  the  fami 
time  with  large  ftones,  to  prevent  their  being 
Wown  away. 

As  it  was  impo^Sble  for  usto  ereftVtentv 
We  had  no  fhelter,  and  our  only  refource  was 
to  fit  or  lie  down  on  the  ground,  inhaling  the 
fand  by  which  we  were  Minded.  ■ 

In  the  evening  we  furrounded  ourfelves  with 
large  fires  as  ufual ;  but,  the  wind  continuing, 
the  wood  was  fo  quickly  confumed,  that  we 
were  obliged  to  pafs  three-fourths  of  the  night 
without  any.  :Yef  we  had 'every  thing  tcrfear 
from  the  \<nldbeafts,  for  we  had  perceived  the 
footfteps  of  feveral  on  our  road ;  and  it  WouW 
have  been  vain  to  have  endeavoured  to1  keep 
them  off  by  the  report  of  our  guns^  for  the 
wind  was  fo  loud  that  they  could  dot  have 
been  heard  to  any  purpofe. ;  •  ' ; 

The  night  was  fpent  in  fear  and  apprehend 
fion,  and  we  waited  the  return  of  day  with  inv 
patience :  but,  far  from  its  reftoring  tranquillity 
to  the  atmofphere,  the  violence  of  the  wind 
increafed  as  the  fun  rofe  above  the  horizon ; 
and  though  the  Iky  was  without  a  cloud,  the 
face  of  the  fun  was  obfeured  by  the  columns  of 
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land,  which  crowding  on  cadi  otfrer,  darkened 
the  atmofphere  as  they  pafled  over  our  bead. 

What  we  experienced  was  neither  fi  SiorfAj 
nor  a  teropefy,  nor  ^  ^uirrie^ne ;  \f.  #as  a  true 
and  terrihle  whirlwind  (tyfebw).  Paterfbo* 
who  experienced  a  fina#ar  ,one  beyond  Qr&nQPr 
River,  fays,  that  the  trees  round  him  were  torn 
Up  by  the  roots-  Ne^ar  us  there  were  no  trees ; 
but  I  faw  the  wind,  as  it  whirled  round,\fon» 
deep  cavities  in  die  ground,  carry  the  earth 
and  land  to  a  confiderable  ^W^nce,  and 
then  let  it  fall  in  fhowers  on  our  .heads.  All 
the  victuals  we  drefled  were  (q  covered  witfc 
(and,  that:  it  was  impoffible  to  eat  them- 

To  this  infupportable  conftraint  was  added 
the  uneafinefs  given  me  by  pur  herds,  which,, 
xolleded  in  a  mafs,  remained  *notionle&  withr 
out  any  defire  to  eat;  and,  what  was  ftill  worfe, 
there  was  not  a  drop  of  water  pej&r  the  camp* 
Such  were  the  vexatious  consequences  of  our 
Situation  j  nor,  oMiged  to  flop  on  a  fudden  in 
my  way,  was  it  in  my  power  to  choofe  a  bet* 
ter  halting-place. 

About  noon,  finding  the  wind  did  not  abate; 
we  refolved  to  refume  our  journey,  and  pro- 
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cefd  Cowards  a.  duller  of  mountains  %o  the 
fouth-eaft.  The  horde  to  which  I  was  trav^U 
ling  was  nearly  three  leagues  diftant ;  and  to 
reach  it  we  mud  have  marched  dire&ly  againft 
the  wind,  which  would  not  have  been  pra&i* 
cable, 

I  gave  orders,  therefore,  for  our  departure* 
My  baggage,  which  was  now  buried  in  fand, 
was  uncovered  j  the  oxen  were  loaded,  and  we 
fet  off.  But  though  we  had  the  wind  a  little 
on  oue  fide  of  us,  it  greatly  retarded  our  pro- 
grefs.  My  lavages  endeavoured  in  rain  to 
drive  the  oxen  in  a  dire&  line  toward  the 
mountains :  the  wind  was  fo  impetuous,  that 
the  poor  beafts,  as  well  as  ourfelves,  in  fpke  of 
all  their  efforts,  gradually  declined  to  leeward  ; 
fothat  our  backs  were  frequently  turned  to  the 
path  we  intended  to  purfue. 

What  I  here  relate  will  by  no  means  fur- 
prife  thofe  who  have  travelled  in  .the  fouthem 
parts  of  Africa,  They  know  the  terrible  effe&s 
of  tlje  fouth-eaft  wind ;  and  they  are  not  igno- 
rant, that,  if  certain  diftri&s,  and  more  efpe- 
cially  certain  mountains,  are  deftitute  of  every 
kind  of  vegetation*  and  confequently  uninha* 
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bitablei  it  is  becaufe  they  are  particularly  ex* 
pofed  to  it, 

,  At  length,  however,  towards  evening,  it 
abated  J  the  weather  once  more  became  calm, 
and  we  had  a  peaceful  night.  This  refpite 
was  a  real  happinefs  to  us,  and  faved  the  lives 
of  our  cattle.  The  next  morning  before  day- 
break we  refum'ed  our  march  towards  a  Nimi- 
qua  horde,  where  we  had  fcarcely  arrived  when 
the  wind  began  again  to  blow  as  violently  as 
/ever. 

When  I  approached  the  kraal,  I  was  not  a 
little  furprifed  to  find  my felf  received  as  an  old 
acquaintance.  This  iiirpfife  was^xenewed  on 
my  being  told,  that,  about  two  months  before, 
feveral  of  my  people  had  come  thither  from  my 
camp  at  Orange-River  to  purchafe  oxen  ;  and 
that  the  chief  had  very  lately  fent  fome  of  his 
horde  to  them  t<?  procure  tobacco  and*  hard- 
ware, which  he  Ihowed  me,  and  which  I  per*- 
ceived  to  have  been  mine. 

It  was  not  above  a  fortnight  at  moft  that 
thefemen  had  returned;  and  I  learned  from 
them  news  of  Swanepoel  and  his  comrades. 
After  haying  ^xpe&ed  ms  with  impatience, 
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they  began  to  be  uneafy  about  me.  However,  * 
the  place,  fince  my  departure,  was'totally 
changed.  The  rains  had  covered  the  ground 
with  verdure,  and  the  banks  of  the-river  were 
every  where  embellifhed  with  fine  paftures. 
Accordingly  Sw'anepoel  had  fent  for  the  oxen 
I  had  left  at  Bernfry's  horde,  and  had  formed 
an  enclofure  for  them,  together  with  thofe 
which  he  himfelf  had  purjehafed,  and  fuch  as  I 
had  bought  on  my  way  at  different  hordes, 
which  had  been  faithfully  conveyed  to  him 
according  to  ttie  engagements  of  the  venders. 

The  name  of  Bernfry,  which  now  ftruck 
my  ear  for  the  firft  time  thefe  four  months, 
feemed  to  prefage  fome  fatal  news  to  me.  My 
foreboding  was  too  true.  I  was  informed, 
that  this  abominable  knave,  enraged  at  my  not 
having  confided  to  him  the  fuperintendance  of 
my  camp  during  my  abferice,  had  revenged 
himfelf  by  the  moft  flagitious  condu&. 

When  Swanepoel  went  with  fome  men  to 
the  neighbouring  hordes  to  traffic  for  oxen, 
he  had  ^offered  to  accompany  them  under  pre- 
tence of  a&ing  as  a  guide ;  and  the  refult  of 
thefe  journeys  was;  that  every  thing  bought  for 
KW  Was- paid  for  at  d6uble  its  Value,  ih-confe-* 
T  2  quence 
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quence  of  his  previous  information  to   the 

fellers. 

Suppofing  me  ftill  rcfolvcd  to  return  to 
Orange-River  only  to  begin  a  new  journey, 
and  thinking  that  my  plan  would  be  rendered 
impra&icable  if  I  were  in  want  of  articles  of 
trade,  he  had  endeavoured  to  exhauft  my  ftore; 
and  certainly,  if  circumftances  had  not  previ- 
oufly  determined  me  to  return  to  the  Cape, 
this  treacherous  fcheme  was  very  capable  of 
compelling  me  to  do  fo. 

To  acquit  myfelf  of  my  debt  to  the  Kami- 
nouquar  whofe  ox  I  had  killed  a  few  days 
before,  I  now  purchased  one,  and  delivered  it 
to  him.  His  I  diftributed  among  the  horde, 
as  the  hafte  with  which  it  was  cut  up  had 
prevented  us  from  taking  the  neceffary  precau- 
tions for  keeping  it. 

The  wind  continued  to  blow  for  three  whole 
days ;  and,  as  I  had  refolved  not  to  refume  my 
journey  till  it  was  completely  abated,  I  re- 
mained at  this  place*  This  delay,  however, 
was  not  loft  time  to  me ;  though  the  wind  in- 
commoded  us  much  by  the  fituation  of  the 
mountains  on  the  declivity  of  which  we  were 
encamped,  as  from  their  it  rufhed  down  upon 
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tis  with  viplence.  I  went  out  feveral  times  with 
my  gun,  and  with  fome  fuccefsj  for  I  procured 
for  my  colle&ion  two  charming  (pedes  of 
animals  with  which  I  was,  before  unac- 
quainted. 

One,  of  the  iquirrel  genus,  but  longer  and 
more  (lender  than  the  Canadian  fquirrel  de- 
fcribed  by  Buffon,  is  a  new  fj^ecies.  It  h 
i&bella-coloured  on  the  back  and  fides ;  the  tail 
partly  the  fame,  partly  white;  the  belly  white ; 
and  it  has  a  band  of  white  aHp  the  whole 
length  of  the  flank  on  each  fide*  Its  hair  re- 
fembles  the  quills  of  the  porcupine  rather  than 
.the  fur  of  the  fquirrel.  That  on  the  tail, 
which  is  long  and  bulhy,  has  a  degree  of 
flexibility  in  confequence  of  its  length ;  but 
that  on  the  body  is  hard  and  ftiff,  fo  much  fo, 
that,  when  {truck  with  a  flick,  thie  hairs  give  a 
kind  of  milling  found  againft  each  other,  like 
the  porcupine's  quills.  All  the  movements  of 
the  animal,  like  thofe  of  the  fquirrel,  are  light 
and  graceful;  ahd  like  the  fquirrel  alfo,  when 
running,  it  fpreads  its  fine  tail.  The  Greater 
Nimiquas  call  it  aguimp.  I  killed  a  male  and 
female  at  one  (hot.  The  female  differs  only  in 
being  a  little  lefs,  and  having  a  colour  more 
T  3  approach- 
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approaching  to  grey.  In  my  defcription  of  the 
quadrupeds  of  Africa,  I  fliall.give  a  representa- 
tion of  this  pretty  little  animal. 

The  fecond  quadruped,'  which  at  that  time 
was  totally  unknown  to  me,  was  a  fpecies  of 
viverra  ;  at   leaft  fo   I  judged  it  to  be.     My 
Hottentots  of  the  colony  all  recognized  it  as 
a  -muys-hond  (moufe-dog),   a  general  name 
among  the  inhabitants  of  the  Cape  for  all  the 
little   carnivorous    quadrupeds.       They  alfo 
aflured  me,  that  it  wa&  very  common  in  many 
places  in  the  colony;    yet  I  do. not  recoiled 
that  I  ever  met  with  it  there*     Its  body  was 
the  fize  of  that  of  a  kitten  fix  months  old :   k 
had  "a  Very  large  rtofe,- the  upper  jaw  exceed- 
ing the  lower  near  two  thirds  of  an  inch  in 
length,  a&d  forming  a  fort  of  moveable  fnout, 
refembiihg  that  of  the  coati  of  Guiana.     The 
fore  feet,  were  armed  with  %  four,  large  claws, 
very  {harp  and  curved;  the  hind  ones  have 
each  '  five,  but  they  are  fhoxt  and  blunt.    All 
the  fur  on  the  upper  part   of  the  body  is 
marked  with  'crofs  bands  of  a  deep  brown  co- 
lour, on  a  ground  of  light  brown  with  which 
many  white  %  hairs  are  intermixed.    The  lower 
part  of  the  body  and  infides  of  the  legs  are  of 
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ft  reddifh  white.  The  tail,  which  is  very  flefliy, 
and  more  than  two  thirds  lpnger  than  the  body, 
is  blacfc  at  the  tip,  and-the  reft  brown,  inter- 
mixed with  white  hairs. 

This  animal  employs  its  fore  paws  to  dig 
very  deep  holes  in  the  earth,;  in  which  it  re- 
mains concealed  during  theday,;not  going  out 
till  fun-fet  in  queft  of  food. 

In  the  fame  diftrift  I  catight  a-  very  Angular 
bat,  which  one  evening  entered  my  tent,  and 
extinguifhed  my  candle  by  endeavouring  to 
perch  on  it.  This  fpecies  has  a  fufficient  claim 
to  the  title  of  oreiI/ar9  for  it  has,  four  ears,  or 
at  leaft  the  external  part  of  four  ears,  each  ear 
being  double  3 '  the  outer  fold,  which,  ferves  a$ 
a  covering  to  the  inner,  i§  very  ample,  being 
two  inches  eight  lines  high,  and  nearly  as  broad 
when  ftretched  out.  On  the  nofe  slip  a  mem- 
brane ftands  ereffc,  one  inch  four  lines  in  height, 
which  might  be  taken  for  another  ear,  as  it 
has  exa&ly  the  fhapeofofre.  This  membrane,  . 
as  well  as  the  ears  and  wings  of  the  aniiqal, 
aw  of  a  rufty  red,  paler  hdow- than  above. 
The  body  is  only  three  Inches  long,  and  is 
covered  with  very  fine  greyifl*  hair, .  Its  width,, 
from  the  tip  of  one  wing  to  that  of  the  other, 
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is  eight  inches*  The  reader  will  pardon  teat 
for  infetting  thefe  trifling  details  ©f  meafure- 
ment,  of  which  I  am  not  mcate  fond  than  him- 
felf ;  but  they  appeared  to  me  neceflary  here, 
to  convey  an  accurate  idea  of  the  extraordinary 
length  of  the  ears  of  this  animal,  which  are 
certainly  larger  in  proportion  than  thofe  of  any 
other  we  are  acquainted  with,  fince  Jhey  are 
only  four  lines  *  (hotter  than  the  body  itfelf. 

When  the  *ind  had  entirely  fubfided,  the 
wild  animals,  arid  particularly  the  ifabella-co- 
loured  zebras,  re-appeared  in  the  plain.  I  had 
long  been  very  eager  to  procure  one  of  thefe> 
but,  notwithstanding  all  my  efforts,  had  never 
been  able  to  fueceed.  I  again  employed  a 
whole  day  in  hunting  them,  and  even  chafed 
them  to  the  diftance  of  more  than  feven  leagues 
from  the  horde  j  but  I  found  it  impoffiHe  to 
overtake  them,  and,  after  a  great  deal  of  ufelefs 
fatigue,  was  obliged  to  relinquish  the  purfuit. 

This  wild  animal,  which  will  not  fuller  it- 
felf to  be  approached,  is  the  only  otoe  I  faw  in 
Africa,  a  few  birds  of  lofty  flight  excepted, 
that  I  was  unable  to  procure*  Never  having 
had  it  in  my  poffeffion,  I  can  fay  no  more  of 
it  than  what  I  have  already  written,  and  I  ihaU 
•-  *  The  French  divide  the  inch  into  twelve  lines.    T. 
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continue  to  give  it  the  name  of  ifabelli  zebra, 
till  feme  more  fortunate  traveller  may  beftow 
on  k  another  appellation. 

I  did  not  quit  the  horde  without  taking 
guides.  They  conduced  me,  by  a  journey  of 
fovea  or  eight  leagues*  to  the  dry  bed  of  a  perio- 
dical river,  on  the  banks  of  which  they  left 
nie,  and  which  they  allured  me  was  that  Lion- 
River,  which  I  had  eroded  farther  to  the  eaft 
ait.  my  firft  departure.  If  it  be  difficult  in 
Africa  to  be  certain  of  the  courfe  of  a  flowing 
river,  it  is  ftHl  more  fo  to  afcertain  that  of  one 
that  is  dry.  I  have  trailed  to  the  favages  for 
the  name  of  this,  and  I  have  laid  it  down  in  my  . 
map  on  their  authority.  I  much  doubt,  how- 
ever, its  being  the  fam6  river:  but  it  may 
pofiibly  be  another  to  which  the  appellation 
t>£  -Lion  has  been  given  $-  as,  infant,  in  that 
part  of  Africa  there  are  many  brooks  or  rivers 
that  bear  this  denomination.  Belides,  it  is 
enough  for  a  planter  to  meet  with  a  lion,  an 
elephant,  a  bufialo,  or  any  other  animal,  on  the 
4>ank  of  a  river,  to  give  it  immediately  its 
name.  Thus  it  is  we  find  at  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope  feveral  Elephant- Rivers,  Buflalo- 
Hivers,  and  Lion-IVivers,  as  weU  as  many 
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Zout-Rivicren  (Salt-Riitersl),  and  the  like  % 
which  may  eafily  lead  to  geographical  errors* 
•  particularly  in  fo  mountainous  a  country, 
"where  it  is  impoflible  to  follow  a  river  along 
its  banks  through  its  whole  courfe. 

From  the  banks  of  the  one  in  queftion,  we 
proceeded  the  fhorteft  way  to  Orange-River. 
It  was  midnight  when  we  arrived  at  it ;  but 
the  joy  of  having  at  length  reached  the  river 
on  the  borders  of  which  my  camp  was  pitched, 
diffufed  throughout  my  caravan  a  fort  of  deliri- 
ous ecftacy,  which  continued  till  dawn  and  pre- 
vented us  from  taking  the  fmalleft  fepofe.  No- 
thing was  talked  of  but  the  moment  of  arrival* 
Had  I  Hftened  to  the  general  voice  of  impa- 
tience, I  fhottld  have  departed  inftantly.  Al- 
ready they  thought  themfelves  within  a  few- 
fteps  of  the  camp  ;  yet  we  had  ft  ill  a!  long  way 
to  travel  thither,  though  we  had  nothing  to  do , 
but  to  afcend  the  river  keeping  along  its  banks. 

The  great  number  6f  trees  and  bufhes  by 
the  river's  fide  obliged "  my  caravan  to  keep 
at  a  little  diftance  from  it ;  while  I  and  my 
hunters,  in  the  hope  of  killing  fome  hippopo- 
tamufes,  never  quitted  it — fome  proceeding 
along  the  right  bank,  oth6r§  along  the  left. 

March- 
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Marching  in  this  order,  we  encamped  twice. 
£t  length,  on  the  third  dgy,  the  Greater  Nimi- 
quas,  finding  they  were  near  their  horde,  afk- 
cd  leave  to  quit  me.  Certain,  ^  however,  that 
it  would  give  them  pleafure,  I  refolved  tp  ac-« 
company  them,  and  return  them  as  it  were 
myfelf  into  the  hands, of  their  comrades., 

This  was  not'  all  Curious  tp  know  the 
effed  that  the  ftirprife  of  our.  return  would 
produce  in  the  kraal,  I  prohibited  any  one 
from  advancing  to  announce  me;  and  infaft 
they  were  fo  far  from  e&pe&ing  us,  and  our 
arrival  was  fo  fudden^.jthat  when  they  faw  us 
they  were  all  ftruck  dumb  with  aftonifhment. 

Ta  (his.motionlefe  furprife  fucceeded  cries 
and  ihouts,  with  jumping,  (kipping,  and  all 
thofe  irregular  moven&entfc  with  which  favages 
ufually  exprefs  the  tranfports  of  joy.  The 
whole  kraal  was  foon  i«i  cpnfufion  j  every  one 
congratulated  ,himfel£:  on  finding  again  corn*- 
racles,  friends,  relations,  whpm  he  had  believed 
to  be  loft,  and  defpaired  of  ever  feeing  more. 
They  were  hugged .  and  fmothered  with  ca- 
refles;  while,,  confeffipgjn  their  firaplicity  that 
I  had  led  them  to  the  wood's  end,  they  heights 
.x  ened 
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cued  the  general  intoxication,  by  relating  the 
marvels  they  had  witnefled. 

Their  narrative  was  fo  interefting,  that  it 
brought  the  whole  crowd  around  them.  Inter- 
rupted every  moment  by  twenty  different 
peifons  with  as  many  different  queftions,  they 
refumed  their  difcourfc*  added,  exaggerated, 
confounded  circumftances  and  adventures  to- 
gether, and  rendered  their  tale  fo  confufed,  that 
it  excited  univerfal  rapture  from  the  very  cic- 
cumftance  of  its  befog  incomprehenfible. 

This  continued  the  whole  day,  and  was 
interrupted  only  by  the  noify  diverfroiis  of  the^ 
night,  I  could  fcarcely  hope  to  enjoy  there-  • 
frefcrnent-of  fleep  in  the  midft  of  people  whofe 
tumultuous  uproar  is  always  proportionate  to 
the  pleafure  they  feel,  and  among  whom  a  fes- 
tival has  the  appearance  of  an  alarm,  and  battle. 
Without  attempting,  therefore,  to  Eethne  to  my 
tent,  I  remained  among  diem,  and  thought 
only  of  enjoying  the  fpe&acle  it  exhibited. 

The  narrators  of  what  they  had  feen  par* 
tictilarly  engaged  my  attention.  Knowing 
enough  of  the  language  to  understand  them* 
they  amufed  me  extremely.    Though  they 

related 
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related  only  events  that  were  known  to  me, 
their  uncultivated  minds  interlarded  them  with 
fuch  extraordinary  remarks  and  circumftances, 
embellished  them  with  fuch  fublime  and  extras 
vagant  poetical  figures,  and  gave  them  fuch  a 
new  and  whimficat  air,  that  I  fancied  myfelf 
liftening  to  fabulous  narrations.  Never  before 
had  I  tailed  a  fimilar  pleafure,  and  I  frankly 
confefs  that  this  was  one  of  the  moft  pleafing 
nights  that  either  of  my  journeys  afforded. 

At  fun- rife,  when  every  one  retired  to  fieep, 
I  took  my  gun,  and  went  to  try  my  fucceft  in 
the  neighbourhood.  I  found  nothing  to  add 
to  my  colle&ion}  but  chance  afforded  me  an 
extraordinary  (hot,  fuch  as  perhaps  no  other 
fportfman  can  boaft. 

I  was  fitting  at  the^bot  of  a  tree,  with  my 
double-barrelled  gun  between  my  legs  ftraight 
before  me,  the  butt-end  tefting  on  the  ground, 
and  my  finger  on  the  trigger.  In  the  otter 
hand  I  held  a  leaf,  on  the  edge  of  which  I  was 
whittling  in  the  manner  of  fowlers  when 
they  wifh  to  draw  round  them  fmall  birds. 
A  fpecies  of  red-breaft  came  and  pitched  boldly 
on  my  hat^  thence  hopped  to  the  mouth  of  my 
fufee,  and,  fetting  one  foot  on  each  barrel,  re* 
5  mained 
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mained  motionlefs,  liftching  tothe\mufjcvo£ 
my  leaf,  which  was  altogether  *iew  to  him. 

In  defert  countries,  an  animal  that  has 
never  beheld  a  human  being  fees  one  for  the 
firft  time  without  alarm,  particularly  if  the 
individual  it  perceives  be  in  a  ftate  of  reft  and 
do  not  move. 

Whatever  might  have  been  the  motive  of  the 
bird's  familiarity,  its  boldnefs  fo  furprifed  me, 
that,  mechanically  and  without  refle&ion,  I 
pulled  the  trigger,  and  the  gun  went  off.  I 
fuppofed  the  bird  would  have  been  torn  in  a 
thoufend  pieces :  but,  to  my  great  aftonifliment, 
I  faw  it  carried  up  thirty  feet  above  my  head, 
in  an  almoft  perpendicular  dire&ion,  and  fall  a 
few  paces  from  me. 

I  ran  to  pick  it  up.  The  ends  of  its  quill 
feathers  were  a  little  fcorched,  and  it  appeared 
panting  and  extremely  frightened  ;  but  by 
degrees  it  recovered,  and,  aft$r  I  h&d  fatisfjed 
myfelf  that  it  had  received  no  wound,  I  gave 
it  its  liberty,  and  it  flew  away  without  appear- 
ing to  be  in  the  leaft  injured.  It  is  probable 
that  the  column  of  air  which  filled  the  barrel, 
being  driven  put  by  the  explofion,  firft  ftruck 
the  bird,  whiqh,   by  &  Jjngle   motion  of  itf 
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wings,  was  thrown  out  of  the  line  of  dire&ioit 
of  the  {hot,  which  paffed  in  a  body  without 
touching  it,  while  the  fire,  occupying  a  larger 
fpace,  fcorthed  the  ends  of  its  wings  and  tail. 

The  oxen  which  I  had  hired  of  the  horde 
becoming  ufelefs  to  me,  as  my  efFedis  were  con-* 
iiderably  diminifhed,  and  .1  was  but  a  day's 
journey  from  my  camp,  I  returned  them  to 
their,  owners,  inviting  them  to  come  in  a  few 
days,  when  their  rejoicings  were  ended,  to  a& 
and  receive  the  reward  of  their  fervices. 

Thcfe  fervices  were  certainly  fmall,  as  fia* 
been  feen  above  ;  and,  fo  far  from  congratu- 
lating myfelf  on  having  fuch  travelling  com- 
panions, I  had  wifhed  a  thoufand  times  to  be 
rid  of  them.  But  periods  arrive  when  eVery 
thing  is  forgotten.  Thefe  men,  whofe  cow- 
ardice and  indolence  had  irritated  me  fo  much, 
appeared  no  longer  the  fame  when  they  were 
np  longer  neceffafy  to  me.  I  faw  them  with 
other  eyes,  and  framed  excufes  at  my  own  ex- 
pence  for  their  conduct. 

How,  after  all,  could  I.  expedt,  that  they 
(hould  enter  into  my  paffion  for  a  fcience  of 
which  they  had  notthefiighteft'notion?  Tran- 
quil both  by  conftitutioa  and  by  habit,  un- 

eoflavetf 
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tnflaved  to  fantaftic  defirea,  they  could  not 
participate  in  my  follies.  How  qften,  while 
I  refufed  to  copy  their  wifdom,  have  I  recol- 
le<fted  with  regret  the  moments  which,  dupe 
to  the  fpecious  promifes  of  men  and  their  per- 
fidious lies,  I  have  painfully  wafted  in  endea- 
vouring to  ferve  them  t  How  often  have  I  re- 
folved  never  again  to  exchange  my  repofe, 
and  its  unambitious  pleafures,  for  their  artifi- 
cial and  infipid  praifes,  for  the  fmoke  of  that 
incenfe,  which,  fo  to*  fay,  you  at  laft  contrive 
that  they  (hall  blow  in  your  face ! 

After  having  beftowed  fonxe  prefents  on  the 
women  and  children  of  the  horde,  I  returned 
to  the  river  with  my  party,  and  we  continued 
to  proceed  along  its  courfe.  Though  this 
journey  was  through  places,  which  every  one 
of  us  had  trayerfed  a  hundred  times,  no  one 
recollected  them,  fo  brilliant  an  appearance 
had  the  change  of  the  feafon  and  the  re-afcent 
of  the  fap  given  to  what  at  our  departure 
wore  the  moft,fterile  afpe£t 

It  is  not  improbable  that  we  fhould  have  paf- 
fed  the  camp  without  knowing  it,  particularly 
as  it  was  fituated  behind  the  trees  on  the  other 
bank,  fo  as  to  be  concealed  from  our  view  j  but 
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fct  lefigth,  when  arrived^  oppofitc  to  it,  we  dis- 
covered where  we  were  by  the  tomb  of  the 
Kaminouqua  whom  the  lion  had  devoured. 

On  feeing  the  termination  of  fo  varied  an 
excurfion,  my  people  could  not  contain  their 
joy.  They  fhouted  aloud  to  inform  their 
comrades  of  their  arrival,  and  at  the  fame  time 
I  ordered  a  difcharge  of  all  our  mufketry. 
This  double  (ignal  was  heard,  and  anfwered 
by  fimilar  howlings.  In  a  moment  I  faw  the 
whole  party  of  the  Hottentots  of  the  camp  run  - 
to  the  river,  leap  into  the  water,  and  fwim 
acrofs,*o  exprefs  their  joy  at  my  return,  and 
embrace  their  friends.  The  uproar  was  pre- 
cifely  fimilar  to  that  which  I  had  witneflcd 
the  day  before. 

Swanepoel  alone  remained  on  the  bank. 
Too  old  and  too  heavy  to  fwim,  he  ftretched 
out  his  arms  toward  us,  and  called  to  fome  of 
my  people  to  convey  him  over  on  the  raft* 
Amid  the  general  joy  and  furprife  no  one  had 
thought  of  him.  At  length,  however,  they 
complied  with  his  requeft ;  and  the  old  man, 
throwing  himftlf  into  my  arms  with  tears  in 
his  eyes,  informed  me  of  all  the  uneafinefs  he 
had  undergone  in  my  abfence. 

Vol.  III.  U  Thefe 
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Thefe  four  months  had  been  an  age  to  faim ; 
and,  though  I  had  told  him  to  wait  for  me  five 
or  fix,  he  had  been  in  doubt  whether  he  ought 
not  to  return  to  the  Namero ;  particularly  as 
the  favages  who  conduded  to  thd  camp  the 
oxen  I  bought  on  the  road  had  told  him,  that, 
with  the  friendly  manners  I  had  the  art  of  em- 
ploying, I  might  proceed  fo  far  into  the 
country  that,  perhaps,  he  would  never  hear  of 
ine  again. 

We  were  much  altered,  he  faid,  and  fallen 
away }  which,  confidering  the  exceffive  fa- 
tigues we  had  undergone,  by  ho  means  fur- 
prifed  me.  Scorched  all  day  by  a  fervid  fun, 
obliged  continually  to  march  over  rocks  -or 
fands,  fleeping  at  night 'on  a  fimple  mat,  afld 
having  ufually.  nothing  but  brackifh  water  to 
drink,  I  certainly  did  not  lead  the  life  of  a 
fatrap^  whatever  may  be  faid;  at  the  fame? 
time  I  do  not  regret  the  hardships  I  expe- 
rienced. Indeed,  notwithftanding  my  thin- 
nefs,  1  never  enjoyed,  better  health. 

I  croffed  the  river  on  the  raft,  and  found 
myfelf  at  laft  in  the  midft  of  my  real  and  pto- 
per  camp.  This. 'moment  was  delightful  to 
me.     I  feemed  returned  to  take  poflcfiion  6£ 
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1  jny  eftate  after  a  long  banifhment.  The  dogs 
I  had  left  behind  knew  me.  They  jumped 
about  me  with  eagernefs,  and  beftowed  on  me  % 

-  a  thoufand  carefles. 

On  fuch  occafions  the  mereft  trifles  afford 

.pleafure.  'During  my  abfence,  Swanepoei 
had  fuffered  the  hen  to  fit  upon  her  eggs,  and 
fhe  had  now  fixteen  chickens  of  a  tolerable 
fize.  The  dogs  I  brought  with  me,  not  being 
ufed  to  thefe  birds,  fprung  on  them,  and 
killed  three  at  the  fir  ft  onfet.  The  hen,  and, 
which  was  furprifing,  the  cock  alfo,  engaged 
in  defence  of  the  brood,  which  gave  us  time  to 
come  to  their  afliftance.  In  our  poultry  yards 
we  never  fee  cocks  in  fuch  cafes  defend  their 
hens,  and  flill  lefs  do  they  concern  themfelves 
about,  the  chickens :  was  it  then  that  mine, 
haying  but  one  female,  was  naturally  more  at- 
tached to  her,  and,  for  the  fame  reafon,  never 
having  feen  any  other  cock  carefs  his  com- 
panion, loved  her  the  more,  and  was  more 
fond  of  her  joung  ?  Be  that  as  it  may,  we  ob- 
serve, all  wild  birds  in  general,  and  which  have 
.but  one  female,  obftinately  defend  her,  and 
take  the  greateft  care  of  their  young ;  while  in 
ttie  domeftic  ftate,  in  which  we  leave  a  aum- 
U  2  ber 
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ber  of  hens  to  affociate  in  common  witfc  few- 
ral  cocks,  the  fame  attachment  to  the  femafe 
i|S  not  difplayed,  and  (till  lefs  to  the  young  fhc 
4nay  bring  forth.  Whether  the  cock  in  the  wild 
ftate  have  feveral  hens,  is  a  circumftance  with 
which  we  are  unacquainted. .  Sonneraf,  to 
whom  natural  hiftory  is  greatly  indebted, 
brought  from  India  a  wild  cock  and  hert, 
which  he  fuppofes  to  be  of  the  original  fpecies, 
whence  our  domeftic  ones  fprung;  but  he 
gives  us  no  information  refpe&ing  the  man* 
ners  of  thefe  birds.  In  Africa  I  found  neither 
the  fpecies  nor  genus  of  our  domeftic  fowls, 
at  leaft  in  a  ftate  of  nature  ;  though  I  have 
feen,  iri  feveral  colle&iqns  in  Europe,  wifd 
cocks  and  hens  altogether  different  from  thefe' 
brought  overby  Sonnerat,  and  forming  diftindt 
fpecies,  I  fliaU  give  figures  of  them  in  my 
ornithology. 

One  of  my  firft  cares  was  togo  and  examine 
the  fkin  of  my  giraffe,  ft  fad  coft  me  too 
much  trouble  to  alFow  me  to  be  indifferent 
about  its  prefervation.  Having  been  fix 
months  expofedon  a  feaffbld,  1  had  reafon  to 
fear  its  being  damaged.  I  approached  it 
trembling ;    b*it  joy   fooa  fuccecdcd  to   mf 
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anxiety,  when  I  faw  it  completely  dried,  and 
in  a  ftate  of  perfedt  prefervation. 

It  would  have  been,  perhaps,  more  in  the 
order  of  things  to  have  vifited  my  cattle  before 
the  giraffe,  fince  they,  in  reality,  were  of  the 
moft  confequence  to  me;  yet  they  had  only  the 
fecond  place  in  my  care.  They  were  feeding 
in  the  environs,  where  the  pafturage  was  fine. 
Some  goats  had  kidded  ;  hut  all  my  old  oxen, 
one  after  another,  had  died,  five  excepted,  which 
were  ftill  in  a  weak  and  exhaufted  ftate,  though 
labouring  under  no  '  difeafe.  Notwithftand- 
ing  all  the  pains  Swanepoel  had  taken  to  pur- 
chafe  others,  he  had  been  able  to  procure  no 
more  than  feventeen  oxen  and  three  bulls, 
which  fortunately  were  in  good  condition, 

During  thefe  different  examinations,  I  had 
perceived  among  the  people  in  my  fervice 
fome  thirty  new  faces.  I  faw  alfo  at  a  little 
diftance  from  the  camp  a  certain  number  of 
ftrange  huts.  On  demanding  an  explanation 
of  this,  I  was  told,  that  part  of  the  ftrangers 
were  favages  from  the  neighbouring  hordes 
fent  to  procure  tobacco.  The  huts  had  been 
ereded  by  other  lavage?,  who  had  come  to 
fettle  un<ler  the  prote&ion  of  Swanepoel,  to 
V  3  b* 
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be  fecure  from  the  attacks  of  the  Bofhmen, 
and  had  formed  a  little  kraal  near  the  camp* 

And  thus  it  is  that  in  the  infancy  of  nations 
towns  are  formed.  A  few  feeble  individuals 
leek  an  afylum  near  the  ftrong.  By  degrees 
the  fociety  increafes  ;  trade  draws  ftrangers  to 
it ;  and,  as  it  augments  in  number,  wealth,  and 
ftrength,  it  infenfibly  becomes  a  people,  and 
adopts  a  form  of  government.  Into  this  fnare 
their  happinefs  frequently  falls  a  facrifice. 

The  news  of  my  arrival  having  reached  the 
horde  of  Bernfry,  he  forgot  the  complaints  I 
had  againft  him,  and  came  to  pay  me  a  vifit. 
Meeting,  however,  with  a  very  unwelcome 
reception  both  from  Swanepoel  and  me^  he 
liftened  to  us  for  a  while  without  a  word  of 
reply,  and  then  turned  his  back  upon  us;  which 
pleafed  me,  as  I  hoped,  by  this  unfuccefsful  at- 
tempt, I  fhould  be  delivered  in  future  fronp  his 
knayifh  tricks. 

"In  the  different  excurfions  that  Swanepoel 
and  Klaas  Barter  had  made  to  procure  oxen, 
they  had  killed  £  large  monkey, . of  a  peculiar 
.fpecies,  the  fkih  of  which  they  hadperfe&ly 
preferved,  following  the  method  which  they 
had  feen  me  employ,     This  animal,  two  feet 
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and  half  high*  is  covered  with  darkJbrown 
hair  as  ft  iff  as  that  of  a  hog.  Its  eyes,  fit  uate4 
tery  high,,  and  level  with  the  furface,  give  its 
Atcp  i  totally  different  appearance  from  that  of 
Other  monkeys.  Swanepoel  informed  m?r 
that  he  had  killed  this  among  a  very  con-: 
flderable  number  of  the  fame  fpecies,  fome  o£ 
which  appeared  to  him 'much  larger, 

My  people  had  been  hitherto,  employed, 
fince  my  arrival,  in  unloading  the  oxen  of  the 
caravan,  and  tranfpprting  my  baggage  acrofa 
tfie  river  on  the  raft.  The  mod  important 
bufinefs  remaiijed  ftill  to  be  performed,  that  of 
cdndu&ing  to  the  camp  the  oxen  themfelve*. 
They  had  hoped  to  make  them  pafs  the  rivet 
hf  fwimming ;  but  as  the  oxen  had  never  feen, 
a  river  fo  broad,  they  were  terrified  at  the 
paffage,  and  all  refufed  to  attempt  it.  To  no 
purpofe  did  they  fend  fome  of  my  herd  into 
fhe  water  before  them,  to  encourage  them  by 
their  example,  and  employ  every  ppffible 
means,  even  to  blows  j  they  ftill  refilled.  At, 
length,  as  night  drew  on,  they  refolved  to 
try  what  appeared  the  laft  refource. 

*  A  little  higher  up  the  river  was  a  holoifc, 

which  divided  it  into  two  branches;,  and  it 
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might  be  prefumed,  that  the  animals,  obferr- 
ing  a  fmaller  fpace  of  water,  would  be  iefa 
afraid,  and  venture  to  fwim  acrofs.  At  leaft 
fo  we  flattered  ourfelves ;  and,  accordingly,  I 
ordered  them  to  be  driven  to  the  place,  wkh  a 
fufficient  number  of  men  to  guard  them  dur- 
ing the  night,  and  orders  to  attempt  the  paffage 
at  funrife. 

.  Having  made  this  arrangement,  I  thought 
every  neceffary  precaution  taken,  and  accord-* 
ingly  retired  to  reft,  in  my  waggon,  with  a 
mind  devoid  of  anxiety.  I  was  faft  afleep 
there  in  the  utmoft  tranquillity,  when  Klaas 
came  haftily  to  waken  me,  and  defire  me  to 
rife  without  delay. 

My  firft  thought  was,  that  he  was  eager  to 
inform  me  of  the  paffage  of  my  cattle ;  and  I 
afked  whether  it  had  been  attended  with  much 
difficulty.  "  That,"  faid  he,  "  is  not  the  bu» 
44  finefs ;  all  is  loft.  The  keepers  fell  afleep 
4i  in  the  night,  and  let  out  their  fires.  The 
44  Bofhmen,  who  were  on  the  watch,  took  ad- 
44  vantage  of  their  fleep  to  drive  off  the  wfcole 
14  herd.  By  chance  one  of  the  fleepers  awoke, 
44  and,  perceiving  the  robbery,  called  to 
44  arms.    They  all   ran  after1  the  marauders, 
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*  but  thefe  were  fo  numerous,  and  their  rear-* 
fC  guard,  which  covered  the  march  of  the.reft^ 

*  let  fly  at  them  fo  many  arrows,  that  our 
**  people,  after  a  few  difeharges  of  their  muC? 
*?  kets,  returned,  bringing  back  only  three  of; 
"  the  oxen  that  lagged  behind,  and  had  been 
*c  very  feverely  handled.  We  have  bijt  one 
".  refource  left,  which  is  to  purfue  the  robber* 
V  with  a  ftrong  party :  bpt  then  we  muft  fet 
41  off  without  delay,  and  not  lpfe  a  moment." 

Circumftanced  as  I  was,  this  accident  waa 
extremely  vexatious  to  me  j  not  merely  from 
the  great  lofs  it  occafioned,  but  becaufe,  by 
taking  from  me  the  cattle  intended  to  recruit 
my  teams,  it  deprived  me  of  the  means  of  re- 
turning to  the  Cape. 

The  news  had  fcarcely  reached  my  camp, 
when  the  fufpicions  of  my  people  fell  upon 
the  Houzouaijias,  againft  whom  they  were  (till 
gjejudiced.  According  to  them,  thefe  plun- 
derers alone  were  to  be  charged  with  it,  who, 
jitfr  infidious  inftances  of  fervice,  had,  in 
their  opinion,  followed  our  track,  and  availed 
themfelves  of  the  moment  of  my  abfence 
to  carry  off  what  1  ^as  not  at  hand  t6  defend. 

\  could  not  ^redit  thefe  accufations  j  and  the 

event 
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event  proved  them  to  be  unfounded.  But  I 
bad  no  inclination  to  wafte  my  time  in  con- 
futing them.  It  was  of  tittle  confequence  to 
me  to  know  who  had  committed  the  theft;  my 
bufinefs  wa6  to  recover  the  booty,  and  this' 
Was  to  be  done  only  by  following  the  advice 
Of  Klaa9. 

I  iffued  my  orders  in  confequence.  Ufa-' 
certain  of  the  thne  the  expedition  might  re- 
quire, though  aflured  it  could  not  fucceed 
without  great  celerity,  I  loaded  an  ox  with  my 
jiiarquee,  my  cloak,  fome  ammunition,  the 
forofles  of '  the  men  who  were  to  attend 
me,  and  two  Sbeep,  which  we  killed  and 
fkinned. 

My  detachment  confided  of  the  faithful 
Klaas,  four  of  my  braveft  hunters,  of  whom 
Barter  was  one,  and  eight  Hottentots  armed 
with  bows  and  arrows.  Klaas  was  armed  at 
all  points  like  myfelf,  and  like  me  alfo  was 
6n'horfeback.  I  took  with  me,  befides,  a 
part  of  my  pack,  not  omitting  my  great  dog 
Yager, 

We  foon  croffed  the  river  and  reached  the 
keepers.  They  appeared  fo  confounded  at? 
feeing  me,  thtf,  if  I  hod  had  time  to  reprimand 
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them  for  their  negligence,  the  fhame  and  far- 
row they  felt  would  not  have  left  me  the  heart 
to  do  it.  Befidts,  there  were  Kaminouquast 
among  thefti,  wh©,  having  lent  me  their  oxeit 
on  hire  for  the  journey,  had  loft  them  by  the 
robbery,  as  I  had  mine. 

Thefe  men  requefted  permiffion  to  attend 
xne,  that  their  own  concerns  might  not  be 
negledied.  To  this  I  eonfentedj  and  I  ordered 
the  reft  to  repair  to  the  camp,  with  the  three 
oxen  they  had  recovered,  in  the  beft  manner 
they  could*  '       : 

We  could  not  miftake  our  road,  as  it  waft 
traced  on  the  fan  d  by  the  footfteps  of  our  ani- 
mals, which  we  followed  for  fix  full  hours, 
going  up  the  banks  of  the  river.  At  length 
they  appeared  to  ftrike  offfrom;  the  river  at 
an  angle,  in.  order  to  penetrate  into  the  coun- 

fry- 
Here  the^  approach  of  night  determined  tnt 

to  ftop.  I  ordered  fires  to  be  lighted,  and 
fome  neceflary  precautions  taken  to  prevent 
furprife,  and  in  the  mean  time  I  proceeded 
with  Klaas  to  reconnoitre  the  track,  and  make 
myfelf  certain  of  its  dire&ion. 

After  about  half  an  hour's  ride,  we  per- 
ceived 
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ceived  that  the  herd  had  been  divided,  one 
part  turning  off  due  eaft,  the  other  continuing 
to  advance  to  the  north.  The  latter  being  the 
more  confiderable,  we  refolved  to  make  that 
our  purfuit,  and,  the  fooner  to  overtake  it,  to 
refume  our  journey  before  day.  This  plan 
being  fixed,  we  returned  to  the  halting-place ; 
and,  after  a  very  peaceable  night,  fet  off,  in  fa&f 
$wo  hours  before  funrife. 

Though  we  could  not  fee  the  track  becaufe 
of  the  darknefs,  I  flattered  myfelf,  that,  by 
travelling  northerly,  I  fhould  not  mifs  it ;  and, 
if  I  did  mifs  it,  it  could  not  much  fignify,  as 
vre  might  foon  find  it  again,  and  without  dif- 
ficulty. We  made,  however,  no  miftake; 
for,  when  day  broke,  we  found  ourfelves  fol- 
lowing precifely  its  dire&ion ;  but,  after  tra- 
velling/our long  leagues,  I  perceived  it  vifibly 
to  bend  to  the  right,  as  if  to  rejoin  the  divifion 
which  had  turned  off  to  the  eaft.  Bafter,  who 
had  traverfed  this  diftridt  in  my  abfence,  told 
me  he  knew  where  he  was,  and  that  a  very 
little  way  off  was  a  horde  of  Kaminouquas, 
which  he  had  vifued  for  the  purpofe  of  trade. 

From  what  he  faid  of  the  fituation  of 
this    horde,   I  found  that   it   was  between 

the 
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the  two  tracks.  My  companions,  more  dik 
truftful,  thought  they  both  terminated  there; 
and  that  the  Kaminouquas  were  confequently 
the  thieves. 

I  could  not  eafily  fufpedfc  a  nation,  which, 
in  all  its  dealings  with  me  and  all  its  tradings 
at  the  camp,  had  uniformly  fhown  itfclf  juft 
and  true.  Befides,  by  proceeding  to  the  kraal 
as  my  people  propofed,  I  fhould  quit  the  track, 
and  perhaps  lofe  a  portion  of  time  that  was 
very  valuable.  However,  as  all  my  company 
were  unanimous  for  this  digreffion,  I  at  laft 
yielded  to  the  general  opinion,  and  we  repaired 
ftraight  to  the  horde. 

Ihad  not  been  miftaken  in  my  good  opi* 
Uion  of  it.  The  moment  I  reached  it,  1  per- 
ceived by  the  ferenity  of  the  countenances  of 
the  favages,  and  the  friendly  manner  in  which 
tHey  accofted  me,  that  my  companions  were 
wrong  in  their  fufpicions.  Of  thiJ  they  were 
foon  convinced  themfelves,  and  were  not  back- 
ward to  avow  their  error. 

We  here,  however,  gained  intelligence  of 
the  ftolen  herd.  One  of  the  favages  had  feen 
itpafsbythe  evening  before*  efcorted  by  a 
great  number  of  men,  who  feemed  proceed- 
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ing  cowards  the  river,  cm  the  other  fide  of 
which  they  probably  dwelt.  Two  perfons 
voluntarily  offered  to  point,  out  their  track, 
and  be  my  guides  acrofs  the  river  to  the  place 
-in  queftion.  This  offer  I  accepted;  but* 
alas !  I  was  little  aware  to  what  a  cruel  fate 
they  would  be  expofed  by  their  generous  fer- 
vices. 

Meanwhile,  as  to  myfelf,'it  waar  fortunate 
for  me  that  I  vifited  the  horde  j  for  the  o* 
that  carried  my  baggage  was  fo  exhaufted  with 
fatigue,  as  to  be  almoft  incapable  of  going 
aily  farther.  I  therefere  hired  two  others  to 
fupply  his  place.  I  alfo  added  two  frefh  (heep 
to  our  provifion;  and  we  fpeedily  departed. 

We  were  obliged  to  travel  four  leagues  eaft 
by  north  before  we  re-difcovered  the  track.  It 
then  appeared  again,  and  led  us  to  the  banks 
of  Orange-River,  where  it  terminated.  *  At 
this  place,  therefore,  the  robbers  muft  have 
crofled  the  river  with  their  booty.  The  fa& 
I  thought  unqueftiotiable  j  yet  my  tw6  Ka- 
minouqua  guides  fwam  over  to  be  certain 
of  it. 

As  T  had  no  doubt,  from  the  information  I 
had  received,  bdt  the  Boflimen  of  whom  I  was 
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in  queft  dwelt  on  that  fide,  I  thought  it  prur 
dent  to  leave  the  ftream  between  them  and 
me,  and  to  fpend  the  night  where  I  was.  We 
had  travelled,  during  the  day,  thirteen  leagues, 
without  any  where  flopping,  except  at  the 
kraal ;  and  of  courfe  we  waftted  reft.  Out 
two  guides,  after  they  had  difcovered  the  track 
and  followed  it  for  the  fpace  of  two  hours  re- 
lumed ;  but,  when  arrived  ft  the  river,  they 
faw,  floating  on  the  water,  a  drowned  ox* 
which  they  pUftied  forward,  and  drove  afliorc 
near  where  we-were  encamped-  Upon  examint 
ing,  1  found  it  to  be  one  of  mine,  for  it  had  my 
mark  ;  and  Klaas,  befides,  inftantly  knew  it. 

During  the  night  I  was  bufied  on  the  means 
of  paffing  the  river.  I  had  obferved  it  no 
where  fo  broad  and  rapid,  and  it  was  an  art* 
ful  trick  of  thefe  robbers  to  choofe^for  croffing 
it,  the  moll  difficult  and  dangerous  fitUation. 

What  particularly  aftonifhsd  mev  was,  that 
they  had  fucceeded  in  driving  oyer  the  cattle^ 
while  my  people  could  not  even  get  them  into 
the  water  at  a  place  where  it  was  two  thirds 
narrower.  This  thought  increafed  my  rage ; 
and,  to  confefs  the  truth,  I  had  need  of  fomc 
fuch  motive  to  animate  me  againft  the  plun- 
derers, 
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dererr,  a*  I  (hould  otherwife  have  been  (lag* 
gered  by  the  difficulty  of  the  paflage,  which 
would  have  induced  me  to  return  and  feline 
quifh  the  purfuit* 

Though  exafperated,  I  was  not,  however; 
blind  to  the  danger ;  and,  in  fome  degree  to 
diminish  it,  I  proceeded  farther  up  the  river, 
and  crofled  it  where  its  bed  was  much  lefs 
wide.  I  had  no  room  to  fear  going  out  of 
the  way  by  this  proceeding  j  for,  befides  that 
the  drowned  ox  convinced  me  that  the  Bofli- 
men  were  higher  up,  my  guides,  who  had  re-* 
connoitred  the  track  the  day  before,  could  not 
fail  of  putting  me  into  it. 

In  fad,  we  eafily  found  it  again,,  and  pur-? 
fued  it  anew  for  the  fpace  of  five  leagues* 
when  my  Kaminouquas  fuddeniy  flopped  as  if 
thunderftruck  j  for  the  footfteps,  inftead  of 
continuing  to  tend  towards  the  horde  they  had 
fufpefted,  turned  off  at  an  angle,  and  were  di- 
rected a  fecond  time  to  the  river. 

This  new  difappointment  put  us  all  to  a 
ftand.  The  furprife  was  general  j  and  we 
looked  at  one  another  for  fome  time  without 
fpeaking  a  word.  Our  guides,  forced  to  ac- 
knowledge the  innocence  of  the  horde  they 
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had  accufed,  now  turned  their  fufpictons  to 
another  that  refided  five  leagues  from  the  river, 
on  the  fide  we  had  quitted  ;  and,  in  fa£t, 
every  footftcp  pointed  to  the  river,  not  one 
from  it.  - 

So  many  contradi&ions  feemed  created  on 
purpofe  to  difcourage  me;  yet  had  they  no 
other  effect  than  to  provoke  and  animate  me 
the  more.  Accordingly  we  pafFed  the  river  a 
third  time,  and,  after  flopping  to  take  fome  re- 
frefhment,  refumed  our  purfuit  of  the  track, 
which  at  firft,  fot  the  fpace  of  a  league,  led  us 
north-weft,  and  then  approached  ( )range-River 
once  more  by  a  large  circuit,  which  brought 
us  nearly  back  to  tie  place  where  we  had 
crofled  it  the  preceding  evening. 

Thus,  after  various  turnings  and  windings, 
after. three  days  toilfome  travelling,  we  were 
obliged  to  paf&  the  river  a  fourth  time.  To 
deceive  and  miflead  me  with  refpeft  tb  their-  . 
courfe,  the  plunderers,  with  artful  and  deep-* 
laid  contrivance,  had  crofled  it  themfehes  three 
times;  jind  thereby  led  me,  by  forced  marches 
and  countermarches,  to  a  confiderable  diftancb 
after  a  horde  .which  lived  fcarcely  more, than 
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eighteen  or  twenty  leagues  from  my  catAp, 
and  on  the  fatfte  fide  of  the  river. 

Certainly,  had  I  knowii  thefe  circuihftahces, 
I  might  have  laved  myfelf  much  pain  and  la* 
bour:  but  how  could  I  divine  them?  And 
who,  in  my  place,  would  not  have  been  equally 
deceived  ?  My  guides  themfelvcs,  confounded 
at  fo  much  art,  were  afraid  I  Ihoiild  not  be* 
fieve  them,  but  (iifpeft  them  of  favouring  the 
thieves,  and  affifting  them  to  put  their  booty 
in  a  ftate  of  fecurity,  by  making  me  lofe  fo 
much  valuable  time.  To  convince  me  of  their 
good  faith,  they  would  in  every  inflbmce  pais 
the  rivet  before  me,  and  fatisfy  themfelves  that 
the  footfteps  a&ually  rc-ippeired,  before  they 
would  advife  me  to  follow  them. 

This  laft  paflage  had  nearly  coft  me  my  life. 
I  attempted  it  as  ufual  on  horfeback,  while  two 
fwimmers  cbndu&ed  the  horfe  by  the  bridle. 
Aixtat  the  middle  of  the  riVer,  one  of  the  ringjs 
of  the  bit  gave  way.  Finding  bimfdf  incom- 
•  moded  by  the  tidier,  hue  jerked  his  head  fo  vio- 
lently as  to  make  the  fecond  fwitmner  let  gd 
his  hold;  and  the  horfe  Mas  accordingly  at  the 
mercy  of  the  ftrcata.    As  I  had  no  means  of 
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^ottimahdirig  him,  I  (looped  forward  over  his 
iieck,  and  endeavoured  to  guide  him,  by  pit- 
ting him  with  my  hand.  But  to  fwim  as  I 
wifhed  him  required  ftrength,  and  of  this  his 
journey  had  totally  deprived  him ;  fo  that  he 
v  drove  with  the  current  for  more  than  a  quarter 
of  an  hour,  without  making  any  effort  but  what 
toas  abfoliitely  neceflkry  to  keep  him  above  water. 
Luckily  for  me,  the  current*  by  whith  we 
tyere  in  danger  of  drowning,  drove  him  to  the 
bank,  but  fo  exhaufted  with  fatigUe  that  he 
could  hot  (land.  My  people,  Who  ran  to  my 
attiftance,  endeavoured  in  vain  to  fet  him  upon 
his  feet  i  all  their  efforts  wfere  to  no  purpofe ; 
he  waS  perfectly  unable  to  rife*  and  abfolutely 
lay  on  the  place  the  remainder  of  the  day  and 
all  the  night. 

^  To  allow  hitii  tHfe  more  time  to  recover,  I 
did  not  fet  off  till  Jatc  in  the  morning.  We 
again  followed  the  track  of  our  cattle,  which  led 
us  eaftward  for  four  leagues,  when  we  fell  into 
k  path  that  conducted  to  the  horde*  In  this 
path  terminated  the  footfteps  of  our^oscn,  all 
of  which  had  aJTembled  together  |in  this  place; 
fo  that  we  had  no  doubt  but  the  people  of  this 
horde  were  the  robbers. 
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My  two  Kaminouqua  guides  requefted  n*e 
to  cxcufe  their  accompanying  me  any  farther. 
They ,  Were  afraid,  if  they  proceeded  'with  us; 
they  might  be  known,  and  that,  fufpe&ed  of 
having  conducted  me  to  the  horde,  a  war  be- 
tween the  two  nations  would  be  the  confe- 
rence. Their  fear  was  well  founded,  •  and 
their  caution  fufficiently  reafonable.  Seeing, 
therefore,  nothing  but  what  was  juft  in  fheif 
requeft,,  unfortunately  for  them  I  complied 
with  it  It  was  agreed  that  they  fhould  conti- 
nue where*  we  then  were,  and  there  £wait  our 
return.  However,  as  it  would  not  have  been 
prudent  to  advance  in  broad  day  and"  expofe 
ourfelves  too  openly,  I  refolved  to  wait  till 
night.  Dark  as  it  might  prove,  the  path  was 
too  .much  trodden  for  us' to  be  in  any  danger 
of  lofing  our  way. 

We  fet  off  at  two  in  the  morning  with  the 
profoundeftfilence,and  foon perceived  the  light 
of  feveral  fires,  which  my  people  fuppofed  to 
be  about  three-quarters  of  a  league  diftant. 
On  advancing  farther,  we  heard  fongs,  fhouts 
of  joy,  and  immoderate  laughter.  The  rob- 
bers were  diverting  themfelves  and  feafting  at 
xnyexpence. 

Their' 
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Their  noifinefs,  however,  had  one  good 
effedi.  My  dogs,  on  approaching  them,  be- 
gan to  bark  fo  loudly,  that  we  thought  proper 
to  muzzle  them  ;  and,  but  for  the  uproar  that 
drowned  their  voices,  they  would  infallibly 
have  betrayed  us.  And  now  behold  me  for 
the  firft  time  in  my  life  in  a  ftate  of  war  with 
a  favage  horde,  and  determined  to  carry  it  on 
with  art,  if  I  found  myfelf  oppofed  by  a  fupe- 
rior  force  ! 

As  it  was  no  favourable  moment  for  the  at- 
tack, I  deferred  it  till  break  of  day ;  and,  that 
it  might  be  condu&ed  in  the  moft  advanta- 
geous manner,.  I  intrenched  both  myfelf  and 
my  troop  behind  a  thick  patch  ofbrufhwood; 
which  afforded  us  a  fecure  rampart  againft  the 
offenfive  weapons  of  our  enemies,  and  ren- 
dered ours  ftill  more  formidable. 

The  bufh  was  large  enough  to  contain  and 
fhelter  all  my  fufileers,  and  each  of  us,  by  fe- 
parating  a  few  branches,  made  a  fort  of  loop- 
hole, through  which  he  could  prefent  the 
mouth  of  his  piece  and  fire. 

In  this  fituation,  we  waited  patiently  and  in 

filence  for  the  moment  of  attack.    The  knaves 

{hemfelves  feemed  to  favour  us  by  their  con- 

X3  duft. 
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duft.  Their  obftrpperqus  Joy  fuhlided.by 
degrees  j  and  at  lengthy  giving  way  to  fatigue, 
they  withdrew  into  their  huts' to  (Jeep,  andphe 
noife  ceafed  altogether. 

Day  appeared,  to  the  fatisfa&ion  of  my  im- 
patience, whiph  I  could  fcarce  reftrain.  But 
I  then  perceived  that  we  had  badly  calculated 
our  diftance/  Our  poft  was  ib  far  from  the 
kraal,  that  our  (hot  wpuld  hardly  reach  it. 
We  were  obliged,  therefore,  tojjuit  the  bulb, 
and  approach  nearer  the  huts :  but  we  left  our 
two  oxen  and  my  two  horfes  (hdtejrcd  by  it, 
with  a  man  to  take  care  of  them,  that  they 
might  be  ready  for  my  u(g  if  we  experienced 
a  check. 

Certain  that  all  the  people  of  the  kraa| 
were  faft  afleep,  we  advanced  openly,  and  took 
poft  in  front  of  it  within  gun-fhot.  The 
kr&al  was  of  confiderable  (ize,  appearing  tQ 
contain  about  thirty  or  forty  huts.  It  was  built 
on  the  fide  of  a  hill,  about  halfway  up  its  accli-t 
vity,  and  behind  it  a  range  of  lofty  mountains 
arofe  like  an  amphitheatre. 

All  pur  gjur^s  wer^  loaded,  which  I  thoqght 
a  neceflary  precaution  :  yet  it  wa£  not  my  in- 
tention to  commence  hostilities  by  the  effuflpa 
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of  blood.  '  I  was  defirous  of  alarming  the  rob* 
berg  only,  and  putting  them  to  flight,  by  the 
terror  of  a  Hidden  and  unexpected  attack.  Jn 
confequence,  I  enjoined  my  people  to  fire  in- 
to the  air,  and  pofitirely  forbad  them  to  aim 
at  a  tingle  man,  unlefc  we  were  obliged  to  do  , 
ib%  and  I  ihould  give  e*pref*  orders  to  that 
purpofe. 

I  began  the  attack  by  firing  my  large  car- 
bine, the  report  of  which,  re~tehoed  by  the 
neighbouring  mountains,  produced  a  thunder- 
ing noifeu  We  expeded  that  the  whole  horde 
would  run  away  affrighted  at  the  found;  and 
my  people  prepared  to  heighten  the  general 
terror  by  a  difcharg*  of  their  mufketry.  To 
our  great  aftonifhment,  however,  not  a  fingle 
perfoa  appeared.  I  ordered  feteral  other 
difehargps  of  our  guns,  but  in  vain;  every 
thing  ffiJi  continued  quiet,  and  I  Was  at  a  loft 
what  to  augur  frotn  the  circumftance. 

This  fecurity  was  but  apparent.  .  While 
every  thing  without  indicated  fleep  and  tran- 
quillity, within  all  was  confufion  and  affright* 
$ut  by  ah  infernal  ftratagem,  in  which  my 
robbers  no  doubt  had  long  been  pradifed,  no 
one  would  (hew  himfelf  tilt  p&were  in  a  date 
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of  defence.  Probably  they  had  a'  fignal  to 
inform  each  other  on  fuch  occafions  whea 
they,  were  ready. 

When  armed,  all,  fuddenly  and  at  the  fame 
itfftant,  iflTued  from  .  their  huts,  adyanced 
towards  us  with  fearful  yelk,. and  djfcharged 
a  flight  of  arrows,  which  feliihort,  as  we  were 
out  of  their  reach,  and  which  we  returned  by 
a  difchafge  of  our  pieces,  ftill.fiiingover  their 
huts. 

The  favages,  finding  that  no  one  was 
wounded,  fuppofed  that  my  Jhot  could  not  in- 
jure them.  They  accordingly  all  joined,  and 
advanced  againft  us  with  fluey,  I  waited  their 
a]pproach.  without  moving.  My  people,  in 
the  mean  time,  cried  out  to  them  to  reftore 
my  oxen.  Whether  they  heard  us  amid  thq 
general  qoife,  I  &m  ignorant ;  but,  being  arrived 
wifh|n  bowr/hot,  they  fent  us  another  flight  of 
arrows,  which  now  fell  every  where  around  us. 

Thinking  that  it  was  no  .longer  time  to 
dally  and  cpntent  myfelf  with  empty,  noife, 
J  ordered  my  men  to  fire  at  their  antagonifts  j 
and*  POT.  difcharges  fucceeding  alternately, 
W  fppn.faw  the  troop  difperfing  like  ants, 
f ftch  FWiflipg  his  own  w^y,  with  yells  which 
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were  not,  like  the  former,  fignalsof  battfe  and 
the  expreffipn  of  intrepidity,  but  the  cries  of 
defpair.  ,..;.,- 

Soon,  however,  they  rallied  ;  and  I  Taw* 
them  even  gain  thefummit  of  the  hill,  colled 
my  cattle  that  were  Jfcattered  about  upon  it/ 
and  difappear  with  them.  Their  women  and 
children  had  already  repaired  thither  during* 
the  engagement,  fo  that  the  fhadow  of  an 
enemy  was  no  longer  to  be  feen. 

The  moft  vexatious  circumftance  that  could 
happen  to  me  at  fuch  a  jun&ure  was  this  re- 
treat, which  a  fecond  time  deprived  me  of  my 
cattle. .  Where  would  have  been  the  ufo  of  all 
the  labour,  and  fatigue  that  for  fome  days  I 
had  undergone,  if,  without  refoufce,/  they 
were  taken  from  me  anew  ?  Not  a  raopnent 
was  to  be  loft.  Should  the  troop  reach  the 
defiles  of  the  mountains  with  them,  their  re- 
covery would  be  imppffiblej  and  they  would 
be  gone  for  ever.  * 

I  fent,  therefore,  for  my  two  horfes,  which* 

1  were  behind  the  bufh*  and  difpatching  three 

pf  my  markfmen  to  intercept  the  herd  andr 

its  condu&prs  on  one   fide,  I  galloped  away* 

With  I^a^s  to  cut  off  their  retreat  onthe  other,/ 

I  focm 
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I  foon  perceived  the  lavages  defcendingthe 
back  of  the  hill,  and  endeavouring  to  reach  a 
plain,  in  which  was  a  wood.  On  feeing  us, 
they  redoubled  their  fpeed,  and  disappeared  a 
Jccond  time  :  but  thofe  who  drove  the  cattle, 
ynablc  to  make  them  proceed  as  fait  as  they 
Tyi&ed,  on  account  of  the  defcent,  and  find- 
ing themfelves  in  danger  of  being  furrounded, 
quitted  the  herd,  and  ran  to  join  their  com- 
rades. 

Their  flight  was  accelerated  hy  the  arrival  of 
my  three  markfmen,  who  came  near  enough  to 
fire  at  and  kill  one  of  them.  In  the  mean  time 
1  arrived  with  Klaas  by  the  other  route  of  the 
ipircle,  and  thus  we  got  poffeffion  of  the  cattle. 
-  It  was  neverthelefs  poffible,  that  the  fugi- 
tives, recovering  ftom  their  firft  furprife, 
might  be  afliamed  of  having  fled  before  a  few 
men,  whom  they  twenty  times  out-numbered, 
and  return  to  attack  us  in  force.  Betides,  if  they 
wanted  courage,  they  were  not  unfktlled  in 
wiles  and  ftratagems;  and  they  might  thereby 
harafs  our  retreat,  and  gradually,  deprive  us  of 
the  fruit  of  our  vi&ory.  Without  a  tadroent's 
delay,  therefore,  I  pofted  two  men  on'the  hill 

to  watch  their  movements,  and  obferve  whe- 
ther 
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tfyer  they  came  out  of  the  wood,  while  I  pro- 
ceeded fo  the  kraal  to  rejoin  the  reft  of  my 
troop,  having  the  herd  driven  before  me. 

Either  by  the  extreme  fatigue  of  the  forced 
march  they  had  been  compelled  to  make,  or 
Jby  yroupds  from  theafiagays  with  which  they 
had  been  driven  on,  almpft  all  the  cattle  were 
lamed.  Hpwever,  it  was  a  bappinefs  to  ps  to 
jrecover  them  iq  any  condition.  The  Kaminou- 
quas  knew  theirs,  which  were  all  complete  in 
poinf  of  number,  as  alfo  were  mine,  the  ox  ex- 
cepted which  was  drowned  in  the  river,  arid 
pay  war-o$f  This  fine  animal  had  been  killed- 
for  the  feaftj  and  we  found  his  head  on  the 
ground  near  the  kraal. 

The  cattle  of  the  horde  were  in  th^eir  £0^ 
f lofure,  fo  that  it  was  in  my  power  to  have 
avenged  my felf  according  to  the  law  ofreta* 
liation  by  taking  them  all  away ;  to.  which  the 
people  in  their  anger  advifed  me.  Such  con* 
$lu&,  in  their  opinion,  was  perfe&lyjuft;  and 
the  planters  at  the  Cape  never  fail  fo  to  a€k 
pn  fimilar  pccafiops.  But  this  was  not  con* 
foraiable  to  my  principles.  As  an  indemnifi* 
cation  fipr  my  lofs,  I  contented  myfelf  with  a 
young  cow,  which  had  juft  calved,  and  two 
fajt  fheep — iefs  as  a?  equivalent  for  what  they 

had 
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had  ftolen,  than  to  give  them  a  ftriking  proof 
of  my  moderation  and  fcrupulous  equity. 

Haying  infli&ed  this  punifhment,  I  called 
in  my  fentinels,  and  prepared  to  depaTt.  Be- 
ing obliged  to  pafs  through  the  long  narrow 
path  by  which  we  came,  I  had  many  precau- 
tions to  take  to  avoid  an  amhufcade  knd  repri- 
fals ;  and  thefe  were  the  more  neeeflary,  be- 
caufe  the  oxen  coyld  travel  but  flowly  on  ac- 
count of  their  wounds,  and  were  forced  to 
proceed  in  a  line  one  after  another.  I  feat 
Klaas  with  two  fufileers  at  the  head  of  the 
detaehtnent,  while  I  formed  myfelf  with  the 
reft  of  the  troop  the  rear  guard  j  and  in  this 
order  we  reached  the  plain. 

I  expected  to  find  the  two  Kaminouqua 
guides  in  the  place  where  we  had  left 
them  the  day  before ;  but  when  we  drew 
near,  I  heard  a  lamentable  yelling  at  the  head 
of  my  troop,  which  chilled  me  with  horror. 
I  immediately  haftened  thither ;  and  my  eyes 
were  prefented  with  fo  frightfula  fpedtacle, 
that  the  hideous  idea  of  it  makes  me  ftill  fhud- 
der  as  I  write.  The  two  unfortunate  favages, 
who  had  fo  generoufly  offcTed  themfelves 
as  my  guides,  were  lying  on  the  ground, 
nearly  dead,  and  weltering  in  their  blood. 

4  'My 
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My  firft  thought  was,  that  they  had  been 
discovered  by  fome  of  the  horde,  and  facrificed 
to  their  fufpicion  ;  but,  on  approaching  nearer, 
I  was  quickly  undeceived.  The  lower  jaw  of 
one  was  bruifed,  broken,  and  almoft  all  torn 
away.  The  fragments  that  ftill  remained, 
and  his  tongue  which  Was  expofed  to  view, 
hung  bleeding  on  his  neck  and  breaft.  He 
was  abfolutely  dying,  and  afforded  np  other 
fign  of  life  than  the  beating  of  his  pulfe.,  But 
the  prodigious  fwelling  of  hi?  head,  the  dread- 
ful alteration  of  his  face,  and  the,  ftarting  of 
the  eyes  from  their  orbits,  had  fo  disfigured 
him,  that  he  no  longer  retained  a  human  coun- 
tenance, and  exhibited  a  fight  that  while  it 
rended  my  heart  was  difgufting  to  behold. 

His  comrade  had  many  bites  or  lacerations: 
on  the  body,  and  one  arm  broken,  or  rather 
ground  to  pieces,  in  two  places.  His  con- 
dition, however,  was  by  no  means  fo  bad  as 
the  other,  and  he  could  even  fpeak. 

We  interrogated  him  refpe&ing  the  caufe^ 
of  their  difafter,  and  he  informed  us,  that, 
after  we  had  left  him,  they  had  extinguished 
their  fire,  that  they  might- not  be  difcovered 
by  the  Bofhmen  j  and  having  fallen  afleep  at. 
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a  little  diftance  from  each  other*  he  wa$  jpftf* 
fentljp  awaked  by  the  cries  of  his  companion* 
Inftantly  running  to  his  affiftance,  he  found 
him  ftruggling  in  the  paws  of  a  lion,  which 
he  (truck  in  the  flank  with  his  aflagay.  The' 
animal,  finding  himfelf  wounded*  then  turned 
upon  him,  and  reduced  him  before  he  fled  td 
the  condition  in  which  we  few  him* 

This  melancholy  narrative  grieved  aftd  ter- 
rified me ;  and  my  diftrefs  was  rendered  more 
acute  by  the  refle&ion,  that  I  was  myfelf  the 
innocent  caufe  of  their  death  by  having  ac- 
cepted their  fervices.  How  much  did  I  then 
lament,  that  I  had  no  other  aflifltance  to  offer 
to  thefe  poor  expiring  wretches,  thin  that  of 
ending  their  fufferihgs  by  difpatehing  them  oft 
the  fpot ! 

To  this  barbarous  a&ion,  however,  t  felt* 
with  regard  to  one  of  them*  extreme  repug- 
nance* 1  therefore  tore  my  fhirt,  and  made 
bandages  of  it,  with  which*  in  the  beft  man- 
ner I  could,  I  bound  up  the  wouiids  of  the 
dyipg  Kaminouqua*  I  did  the  fame  alfo  t6 
the  arm  of  his  eemrade.  But,  as  it  vfould 
have  been  dangerous  for  us  to  remain  tob 
long  in  a  place  fo  near  the  horde,  I  thought  if 
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prifctent  to  depart  as  quickly  as  poffible.  I  di- 
tie&ed  the  wounded  men  to  be  placed  on  my 
two  horfes,  arid  marched  myfelf  on  footr  con- 
tiauing  to  command  the  rear  guard.  We  had 
fortunately  no  occaGon  again  to  crols  the  river, 
my  camp  being  on  this  fide!  as  I  have  already 
4bferved;  accordingly  I  proceeded  ftraight 
diwatds  it- 
After  five  hours  travelling,  having  fourid 
an  open  plain,  where  I  had  no  reafon  to  fear 
being  attacked  by  furprife,  I  halted  and  re- 
folved  to  pafs  the  night  there,  out  of  pity  for 
the  two  bounded  men.  The  motion  of  the 
jonrney  had  rendered  them  worfe.  One  of 
them  already  experienced  that  fatal  rattling  in 
the  throat  which  is  the  fign  of  approaching 
death,  and  whicbleft  me  no  hope  of  his  re- 
covery. Him  I  direded  to  be  laid  on  the 
ground,  and  conceived  that  the  beft  thing  I 
could  do  vtras  there  to  fuffer  him  quietly  to 
die. 

The  (baking  of  the  horfe,  renewing  the 
pains  of  his  comrade,  drew  from  him  the 
mod  agonizing  cries  on  the  road,  which  pierced 
qiy  very  foul ;  and  he  conjured  me  a  hundred* 
tjtmes  to  put  an  end  to  his  torments  by  {hoot- 
ing 
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ing  him  through  the  head.  1  t6ok  off  the 
bandage  from  his  arm,  and  few,  by  the  fwelling 
and  inflammation  it  had  produced,  that"  his 
faffcrings  mud  have  been  extreme.  My  fa- 
vages  went  in  queft  of  fome  herbs,  which  they 
bruifed  and  applied  by  way  of  poultice :  wliile 
\f  as  the  beft  means  I  could  devife,  directed 
fplints  to  be  prepared  to  fteady  his  arm;  but 
they  employed  a  much  more  ingenious  coutri- 
'  vance,  the  fimplicity  of  which  furprifed  me. 

They  chofe  a  young. tree  nearly  of  the  fizc 
of  the  fra&ured  limb*  and,  making  a  longitu- 
dinal incifion  in  the  bark,  feparated  a  piece  of 
a  certain  length  from  its  whole  circumference; 
then  opening  this  kind  of  Iheatb,  they  placed 
the  arm  in  it,  and  confined  it  with- a  thofrg. 

I  admired  the  novelty  and  readinefs  of  the. 
inventipn  j  for  I  was  ignorant  that  U  had  beea 
known  in  Europe  for  feveral  years,  arid  that 
pur  furgeons  had  lately  employed  the  batk  of 
the  oak  for  the  fame  purpofe,  and  with  firirilar 
fuccefs.  Thus  fimple  and  beneficent  nature  is 
always  the  laft  to  whom  we  have  recourfej; 
though  it  requires  ages  df  learning  and  immenfe 
ftudy  to  learn  to  forget  her  for  a  moment. 

At  the  approach  of  night' I  ordered  larger 
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:cir^ie:of '  mare  than  four  hundred  paces  in  dia- 
meter, formed  a  ring  around  us  upwards  of 
twelve  hundred  paws  in  extent,      Its  vivid 
light*  expoftng  ah  extenfive  field  to  our  view,  * 
guarded  us  from  farprife ;  and  at  the  fame  time 

it  would  keep  our  encmits  at  fooh  adiftance,if 
they  came  to' attack  us,  that  we  fiiould  be  out 
of  reach  of  their  arrows,  or  at  moft  within 
random  fhot  tiiily,  as  they  could  not  take  the 
neceffary  aim  to  do  us  effectual  injury.  My 
marquee  was  pitched  in  the  centre  of  this  large 
circle,  and  had  another  fire  near  it. 

.  Abo\it  ten  at  night,  the  favage  whom  Iliad 
given  ^cwer  as  irrecoverable  expired)  and  his 
death,  from  the  globmy  reflections  to  which  it 
gave  rife,  difFufed  a  melancholy  forrow  among 
my  pepple.  1  retired  to  my  tent  to  indulge  my 
feelings  :  but  my  -  dog,  'who  lay  by  my  fide, 
presently  difplayed  extraordinary  uneafinefs, 
at  which  I  was  alarmed.     Liftenihg  I  heard 

.the  roar  of  a  lion*  -No* doubt  it  was  the  fame 
by  which  the/Kamin0«tqua«  had  been  attacked 
the  night  before;  and&hat  had  followed  otar 
fteps.  A  few  difcharges  of  our  guns,  however, 
drove  him  awiyrarttf  'wc  heard  him  no  more. 
Vol-  ill.  Y         .  Som 
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Son>e  minutes  aftef,  I  Was  alarmed  by  the 
tumultuous  movements  of.,  tow.  cattle.:  they 
joftied  004  another  in  a  fearfcil  manner,  were 
in  viql^pt  agitation,  and  bellowed  tenfibiy.  At 
firft  we  thought.  i|  was  ths  Hon  lefttrning,  and 
a  few  guns  w^re  fired  agaip  to  drive  him  away: 
but  their  fright,  which  ftiUcominned,  Indicated 
enemies  of  another  kind  1  At  the  fame  time  I 
h<ar,d  pn  the  outfidc  of.  my  tharquee  a  noife 
Hfce  (omethifeg^  continually  ;faUing:upaii  and 

Though myd©g iraa flbilLreftlefs,  LgayeJit- 
tle  heed  to  his  w^fniagva&  I  had  frequently 
hQat4  fiiriilaF  blow^DCc^lioricd  by  Jacge  beetles 

r  %ing;hf4dio^g>^aittft'.  myrten*.  IJay  ftiU, 
tfeere&rttf  on  jnysnat *  but  pirefentlyfeding  the 
clopk  that  covered  mtAQ  Ue  fkuck  by  fbmp- 
thing,  LiUetchtd  ontrnbyhaad,  and,  *tp«my 
jprprUf ,  picked .  up  an  arrow;  . . :  „ ;  : : 
It  w^jdear  4ftat  w£  weje  attacked,  an*ttfut 

•.the  jBplhjflen,  &taili^*hfflfafeiv*s  of.-tbc: night, 

.had  pwrfyad  and;^r^.#ually  firing  «p<?9  «*• 

I  called  Xo  *«rjjis*  an4  flppitroop*  was  infiantly  in 

*  a  fta$s  of  jdefenfce.  ^tAhithe  firfe  near,  my  seat 
«JifFufed  too  much  light  ground  us,  arid  thereby 
expofecj  «6  .too.  ytfibly  la  their  arrows*  I  car- 
.    -  /   •     -  flered 


Digitized  by 


Google 


AFRICA.  T  tf*s 

dewd  it  to  be  extinguished.  Sy^this  proceed* 
ing  we  were  ourfelves  in  a  [degree  of  darkodi, 
while  the  fire*  that  fiirroiwaded  us  would  rentier 
our  enemies  peife&fyvjfihleif  they  approached*. 
No  one,  feewever,  appeared;  yet  they  con* 
tiftued  from  time  to.  time  to  let  fly  their  ar» 
rows  at  »y  itent. 

My  people  wbfcld  fain  have  takea.it  down: 
but  this  I  'Wtflild  ttOt,  permit,  for  I  was,  glad 
that  its  whitened  rendered  it  perceptible,  and 
that  it  ferved  as  a  mark  to  the  fhoottsars,  Wc 
had  only  to  retire  frouijiiV/amL  remain  Kt  a 
little  diftance,  to  ha*e  nothing  tp  fear  from 
tfceru:;  betides*  the  n&Qre  they  (hot,; tfcpjtfmtr , 
itwasito  be,prefumed  their  quivers,  fnrould  be 
emptied  f add  rtgnfequenjly  thft,  footer,  wwW 
they  bet  induced  to  retreat-  . .     *. 

My,  only-fear  was,  that,  knowing  us  fab* 
few  in  number,  anci  themfelves  a  multitude  in 
cptnparifon;  ithey  would  dire£t  $heifSat&flc&  ac- 
cordingly. <  Certainly,  if  they  had  funrpunded 
us  by  forcing  a  circle, ^d-h^d  ^%£4leQ  ,41 
at  oqce  upoo  6\it  little  band,  wsfmftft  have  been 
maflaerecl  .without  refourqe*.  But  this  was  be* 
yond  their  (kill  in  tallies.  -  80  far  from  form- 
ing fuch  a  plan,  all  their  arrows  came  from'  the 

Y  2  fame 
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4ame  fide,  which  (hewed  they  were  uftited  id 
a  body  there,  and  did  not  mean  to  feparate. 

This  imprudence  gave  us  a  great  advantage 
over  them,  by  pointing  at  the  fpot  at  which  we 
might  direct  our  guns.  Such  of  my  Hottentots 
as  had  arrows  requefted  that  they  might  make 
ufe  of  them  alfo ;  but  I  would  not.  permit  it  j 
for  their  uncertain  aim  would  have  been  tifelefs 
at  the  time,  and  would  befides,  while  it  (tripped 
us  of  our  weapons,  have  furrii(hed  a  fupply  to 
the  enemy. 

The  fafeft  way  in  our  fituation  was  to  wak 
patiently^  and  fuffer  them  to  exhauft  their 
(lock  of  arrows. ,  Mod  of  them  fell  upwards 
of  twenty  paces  from  us,  and  thofe  that  reached 
*]*  were  £hot  at  random,  and  had  fpent  their 
force ;  fo  that  being  myfelf  wrapped  in  my 
<loak,  and  my  people  in  their  krofles,  we  had 
nothing  to  fear  from  them* 

What  I  forefaw  took  pl^co.  Our  afiailants 
efchaufted  their  ammunition  j  a  few  arrQwaonly 
were  nov*1  Apt  towards  us*  at  considerable  in- 
tervals^ and  the  approach  of  day  foon  made 
-them  givte  over  the  attack  altogether,  and 
think  ofrnfcthing  but  retreating.    ,,-.  • 

It  is  certain  that,  thus  difarmed  ^nd  defence- 
:    '  i  ^  lefs, 


digitized  by 


Google 


A  F  R  I  C  A.  '    gz$ 

fefs*  they  had  expofed  themfelves  to  great 
riik ;  and,  if  I  had  thought  proper  to  purfue 
them,  I  might  have  toaffacred  a  great  number. 
This  my  people  eagerly  ad  vifed.  But  of  what 
advantage  to  me  would  a  few  murders  have 
been  ?  I  had  regained  pofleffiori  of  my  herd, 
and  perhaps  too  much  blood  had  already  beea 
ihed.  If  the  return  of  dawn,  therefore,  gave 
me  pleafure,  it  was  that  it  freed  ine  from  arj 
attack  which  had  occafioned  fome  uneafmefs, 
and  permitted  me  to  refume  my  jourhey,  - 
.  My  Hottentot  bowmen  employed  them-* 
felves  in  colle&ing  the  arrows.  There  was  a 
corifideratle  number,  and  they  were  all}  poi* 
foned.  Three  only  had  penetrated  into  my 
tent ;  feventeen  had  pierced  the  cahvafs,  and 
ftill  remained  there';  all  the  reft  were  fcatttr* 
ed  around.  One  of  my  oxen,  however,  had 
received  two  wounds ;  and  as  the  vrouhdd, 
though  flight,  muft  have  proved  mortal  in 
conference  of  the  poifori,  I  ordered  hini  to 
be  killed  aftd  cut  up  immediately  for  our 
catitog:        "  '    ,  4 

s  Before  we  fet  off,  I  was  defirous  that  we 

ihould  bury  the  cdrpfe  of  our  tinfeftunate 

Jfcaminouqua,  or  at  leaft  covej  it  with  ffnd  *n$ 

Y  3  flonesj 


Digitized  by 


Google 


$26  TRAVELS    IN 

ftones;  and  1  propofed  it  tt>  his  cbtftftPymen  r 
but  they  afked  my  permiffibn  to  take  it  with 
them.  They  were  afraid  that  the  robbers, 
when  they  returned  to  f^arch  for  their  ar- 
rows, would  diffcover  the  body,  and  lay  upon 
it  fome  fatal  fpell.  Such,  faid  they,  is  the  cuf- 
tom  of  the  Bofhmen ;  and  in  this  way  do  thofe 
barbarians  frequently  caufe  a  whole  family, 
and  fcmetimes  even  a  whole  nation,  to  perifh, 

Thefe  remarks  betrayed  grofs  ignorance  and 
fuperRition.  But,  as  I  had  no  hopes  of  en*, 
lightening  them,  I  confented  to  their  requeft. 
The  body  of  the  dead  Kaminququa  was  accords 
ingly  wrapped  up  in  his  krofs,  -and  placed 
upon  the  back  of  an  ox-;  and  we  departed. 

I  continued  to  purfue  nearly  the  fame  courfe, 
keeping  at  fome  diftarice,  however,  from  the 
trees  on  the  fide  of  the  river,  that  we  might  nei- 
ther be  furrounded  not  furprifed.  ■  After  four 
hours  march,  I  thought  proper  to  halt  to  take 
fome  refrefhftient.  We  had  now  been  failing 
four-and-twenty  hours,  without  having  beeflt 
able  to  fleep,  or  fwallow  fo  much  as  a  morfel  of 
'food.   '      J     '        -'-    '         - 

While*  we  were  taking  our  repaft,  threed- 
vages  of  the'Gheyfliqua  nation*  pafled  usj  a 

.    nation 
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nation  which  I  had  been  aflured  was  the  ottW 
Qtie  among  the  Hottentots  that  pra&hed  femiw 
caftration.  Their  horde  was  fix  leagues  dis- 
tant on  our  left,  to  the  Touth-eaft  ;  and  they 
were  going  to  vifit  Uome  hordes  of  the  greater- 
Nimiquas.  But  when  they  heard  of  our  ad- 
venture with  the  Bofhmen,  they  imagined 
thefe  freebooters  would  ftill  remain  in  the  field 
for  feveral  days  to  annoy  me  on  my  march, 
and  that  it  would  not  be  prudent  for  them  to 
continue  their  journey.  Accordingly  they  re- 
fclved  to  return^ 

.  As  I  had  been  attacked  the  preceding  night, 
and,  having  ftill  two  nights  to  pafs  before  I 
could  reach  my  camp,  had  reafon  to  fear  I 
ihould  be  attacked  again,  I  thought  I  fhould 
afl:  wifely  by  altering  my  courfe,  and  acconw 
panying  the  Gheyffiquas  to  their  horde.  By 
this  oblique  march,  I  might  deceive  the  Bofh- 
men, and  throw  them  off  their  fcent ;  and  i£ 
notwithstanding  the  darknefs  of  the  night; 
they  difcovered  my  ftratagem  and  pefceived 
my  fteps,  I  had  reafon  to  imagine  thSy  would 
ceafe  to  follow,  or  at  leaft  not  venture  t<* 
approach  me,  when  fupportedby  a  numerous* 
Y4  horded 
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horde.  This  conje&ure  Teemed  plaufiblc  tot 
my  people :  they  prefled  me  to  adopt  the  plan* 
and  I  did  fo.  ,•  , 

-  The  dead  body,  however,  gave  me  fome 
uneafincft.  I  was  afrakt  it  might  be  the 
object  of  fomefrefh  fupefljition  to  the  peo- 
ple of  the  horde,  and  that  they  would  give 
us  but  an  unwelcome  reception,  if  they  did 
jiot  abfolutely  drive  us  from  their  diftri£L. 

To  prevent  this  inconvenience,.  I  proposed 
to  the  Kaipinouquas  tp  inter  the  body,  and 
thdy  confented.  Befides  the  krofs  In  which 
it  was  wrapped,  another  was  put  over  its  face ; 
it  was  then  covered  with  ftones  j  and  thsy  fill-* 
filled,  as  far  as  circumftances  allowed,  all  the 
duties  prefcribed  by  the  cuftoras  of  their  na- 
tion. 

It  was  funfet  when  we  reached  the  horde ; 
and  I  was  received  with  the  fame  friendship  as 
I  had  experienced  every  where  elfc.  But  no 
{boner  was  out  adventure  kijown  than  they 
were  feized  with  alarm.  They  had  no  doubt 
hut  the  Boflirhen  would  come  and  attack  u& 
again  during  the  night.  In  confluence  they 
not  qnly  removed  their  cattle,  but  rcquefted 

me 
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me  to  keep  mine  Separate  frqm  them,  and  at  a 
diftance  from  the  kraal. 

Thefe  precautions  arofe  from  the  bad  opt* 
nion  entertained  of  the  Boflimen;  and  indeed 
the  tales  they  related  of  them  rendered  their 
fufpicionsexcufable.  Accordingto  thefe  Ghey£» 
fiquas,  the  Bolhmen  horde  was  nothing  but 
the  retreat  of  aflaffins,  the  afylum  of  thieves, 
compofed  of  deferters  from  twenty  different 
pations;  and  fo  much  the  more  dangerous, 
bccaufe,  being  formidable  from  their  number/ 
they  attacked,  openly  and  without  diftin&ion* 
$very  little  tribe  from  which  they  could  expeft 
*ny  booty. 

»  Thefe  focieties  of  Bofhmen  in  no  wife  re- 
ferable .thofe  I  had  feen  in  the  eaft  of  Africa* 
The  latter,  compofed  of  thieves  and  runa- 
ways who  diftruft  one  another,  were  few  in 
number,  and  confifted  of  little  fej)arite  bands,, 
from  whom,  of  courfe,  nothing  more  than 
ibme  bold  ftroke  or  no&urnal  furpriffe  WSi  to 
be  feared.  The  others,  on  the  oantrary^  thofe 
with  whom  I  had  at  prefent  td  deal,  conipofe 
a  formklabje  nation ;  and,  to  fay  the  truth,  I 
w«$  aftpniflxed  that  a  fociety  of  pacn  without 

a  reftraint, 
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Kftraint,  without  difcipline,  and/  without 
friends,  were  able  to  lubfiil,  Yet  what  ftill 
morefarprifaime  was,  that  they  (hould  fubfift 
itokh  impunity,  and  poflefs  a  peaceable  abode 
in  the  midft  of  twenty  different  hordes,  which 
inccflantly  fuffered  from  their  robberies,  and 
had  not  the  courage  to  extirpate  them. 
f  With  refped  to  the  robbery  which  regarded 
myfelf,  I  here  learned  fome  particulars  of 
the  manner  in  which  it  ad  been  accomplished, 
vkh  which  I  was  before  unacquainted.  Bern* 
fry  and  Moodel,  it  feems,  had  given  the  advice 
and  concerted  the  plan.  Theie  two  villains, 
united  together  and  worthy  of  being  friends, 
were  in  affiance  with  the  Bofhmen.  On  the 
vtatch  for  expeditions  and  enterprises  which 
the  Bofhmen  may  undertake,  they  give  them 
information,  point  out  the  means  of  fucceeding, 
dxreft  the  execution,  and  (hare  the  profit. 

Moodel  in  particular,  more  clofely  connect- 
ed with  the  horde  than  Berafry,  was  at  once 
their  ipy  and  protestor.  AH  his  cattle  were 
kept  at  their  kraal ;  all  I  faw  there  had  his 
mark,  and  belonged  to  him  j  and  the  Gheyf* 
fiquas  expfeffed  their  fbrrow  that  I*  did  not,-as 
v  a  punifh- 
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take  them  away*      >  ' 

'  I  had  taken  every  precaution  for  the  de- 
fence of  mine,  fhould  we  be  attackedr  again  in 
the  night  j  but  whether  the  BoChmen  loft  our 
track  In  the  dark,  or  whether  they  feared  *th« 
affiftance  that  might  be  given  me  by  the  horde, 
they  did  not  appear.  ' 

To  efcape  them  entirely  and  reach  my  camjv 
I  had  now,  as  nearly  as  1  couldeftimate,fifreea 
or  fixteen  leagues  to  travel  j  ahd,  as  To  long  a: 
journey  was  nut  to  be  accomplished  in  one 
day,  I  couM  have  wiftied  to  proceed  as  far  a* 
poffible  by  a  forced  march,  and  then  halt  for 
the   night.      But  the  condition  of  my  oxen- 
prevented  my  executing  this  plan.     As  the 
thieves  had  compelled  them  to  travel  without 
refting,  and  had  not  even  once  allowed  them* 
time  to  feed,  they  were  fo  extremely  fatigued* 
and  reduced,  that  Ldefpaired  of  being  able  to* 
drive  them  a  ftep  farther.    I  faw  them  ftretch- 
ed  on  the  ground  as  if  they  were, never  more 
to  rife.     They  were  in  the  midft  of  excellent 
grafs  ;  yet,  notwithftanding  this  circumftance, 
and  hungry  as  they  were,  their  wearinefs  was 

fo 
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lb  great  ae  to  take  from  them  all  defire  of 
eating.  ' 

It  was  fortunate  for  me,  under  fuch  cirihim- 
fiances,  that  I  had  arrived  at  a  place  where 
I  had  nothing  to  fear  from  the  Bofhmen. 
%  This  fecurity,  added  to  the  excellence  of  the 
pafture,  determined  me  to  remain  for  a  while 
where  I  was.  Befides,  our  halt,  while  it  al- 
lowed the  cattle  time  to  recover,  would  alfo 
afford  reft  to  our  wounded  K>aminouqua,  who 
had  in  reality  equal  need  of  it. 

His  arm  had  fwelled  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 
it  was  neceffary  to  place  it  in  a  larger  piece  of 
bark.  All  the  part  about  the  elbow  had  fup- 
purated,  and  fplinters  were  working  out  of  it, 
which  his  furgeons  extra&ed  without  pity, 
though  the  operation  drew  from  him  the  mod 
lamentable  cries.  They  continued  to  apply 
Cataplafms  to  his  wound,  compofed  of  chewed 
leaves  and  mutton -fuet.  He  had  the  mod 
fenguine  hopes  from  this  remedy  i  and  I  alfo, 
ignorant  as  I  was,  had  fome  confidence  in  it, 
becaufe  his  wounds,  except  the  fwelling,  looked 
well,  and  he  felt  eafy  every  time  they  were 
cooled  by  the  application  of  a  frefh  dreQing. 

To 
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*f o  jucige  of  the  Gheyffiquas  by  their  fea- 
tures and  the  clapping  of  their  language,  they 
are  of  the  Hottentot  nation.  They*  have 
hi  arks  of  refemblance  to  the  Gonaquas;  andf 
from  a  comparifon  of  thefe  analogies,  I  believe 
them  to  have  fprung  from  the  Nimiquas  and 
the  CafFres,  as  the  Gonaquas  are  defcended 
from  the  CafFres  and  the  Hottentots. 

The  diftriCt  inhabited  by  the  Gheyffiqua 
nation  borders  ba  Caffraria,  which  confirms 
my  eonje&ure.  The  people  of  the  horde 
themfeives  fhowed  me  a  chain,  of  mountains 
to  the  eaft,  which  extending  to  a  diftance  was 
Idft  in  the  north,  and  which,  inhabited  by  their 
principal  tribes,  feparated  them  from  the  Ca£- 
fres,  or  at  leaft  from  the  Briquas  andv  Bremas, 
whom  they  confider  as  tribes  of  CafFres* 

The  Gheyffiqua  language  appeared  to  me 
to  be  nearly  the  fime  as  that  of  the  Greater 
Nimiquasj  yet  th$fe  two  people  feemed  to 
beat  lefs  refemblance  to  each  other  than  any 
of  the  African  nations. 

With  refpeft  to  fuch  chara&eriftks  as  are 
nbt  original  and  derived  from  nature,  as  the 
form  of  their  drefs,  weapons,  inftruments  of 
roufic,  fondnefs  for  hunting  and  dancing,  and 

the 
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the  like,  the  Gheyffiquas  <lo  not  difler  firoc^  the 

.  furroqnding  nations-^  except  in  having,  adopfc- 

t  ed  a  particular  colour  for  their  om^jnents.  All 

the  ornaments  of  the.  Giieyfliquas.  ia;e  white, 

'  canet  compofed  of  the  bon^s  of  a  (heep's  leg  or 
foot,  to  which  they  give  a  dafczling  whitenefc 
by  procefies  peculiar  to  themfelves*  Thus,  3s 
they  fabricate  s  their,  own  necklaces  and  other 
articles  of  luxury*  and  have»no  occafion  t&  pur- 
chafe  the  materials,  they  have  no  dependence 
,€>n  the  colonics  with  re%edt  to  trade,,  except 
for  a  few  ncceflary.  articles,  which  theyNwant 

*  in  .  common  with  other  lavages.  Accordingly 
.this  nation  is  lefs  known  and  lefs  vifited  than 
any  other,  , 

The  women  are  -  well  made,  Ji  wly,  and  al- 
ways ready  to  laugh  or  dance :  yetv  with*  all 
,  the  gaiety  of  .their  diijpofition,  they  hawf  the 
refer vedoefe  <^f  manners  to  wh??h-ppliftied:njr 
^tionsgive  the  names. of  niodefty  anddesqruin, 
^and  which,  in  fo  warm  a  cjimafo  qui  yith 

.  fuch  ardent  conftitutioris,  appear  tQ,^e.a  vir- 
tue, of  no  eafy  atiaipfne^^  ,   -  ,J:\  • 

.  I  am  igncfant  to  what  phyfif jal .  or  pyaal 

caufe  &ey  aije  indebted  for  theif ;  wntinen^e; 

.  and  I  Avail  oifly  obferve  how  ftrange  it  is*  that 
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k  the  fame  cH  mate  r  arid  Junnng  poodle  defies 
big  fo  little  fmm  each  other,  we  ihoiiki'  finfl 
^cre  womenip  chafte,  and  there  othets  foinweh 

thereverfei  /  „ ."! .   '  .~  .        ';  '"•:-/> 

/  -  No  where  vxlj4  I  meat  with  a  aatioafoimily 
generous.  .  I  had  abfoiutWy  nothing  to  gwe 
in  exchange ;  yet  during,  the  two  day*  I  fpertt 
Wkhihttnr  I  had  bowW  of  ftfilfc  brought  me 
as  prdeati,  night  and  moYnirigy  **<**»  every  hut. 
The  chief  evea^obliged  itttf  tcpa^tept-a  tomb"; 
and,  though  fey  people  4tt4  <fti)f  feme  6f  the 
ox  that  had  been  killed  the  day  before,  he 
would  give. them  alfp  feveral  &eep  to  regale 
themfelve*  with; 

I  have  obforv*ed  above*  thk  femi~cafttetion 
kpra&ifed  ettdufively  aittoig  the  Gheyffiqtaas; 
3nd  k  prevails  in  all  thehf  hordes  without  ei- 
ceptk>n^>s  1  Wfts  affutfcd  tythofe*  in  whom  I 
-convinced  my&lf  of  the  fadJr&y  my  own  ey^s, 
whioh  I  did  wkbout  diffioujty^  for  no  footier 
was  the  fubjed  of  my  curioiky  knowUy  than 
rewryme/cdmpUifehtiy  offered  to  fatfcfy  rae, 
do  that  if  I  had  pleifed  I  might  have  infpe&cd 
the  whole  hoaie,   :  . 

• :  Many  travellers  have  written  upota  the  fubjeft 

•of  tibia  whinifical  operation  j  but  they  do  not 

•' 4-       4  agree 
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agree  either  as  to  its  origin,  the  motives,  that 
Jed  to  its  invention,  or  the  nations  that  prao 
.-tife  tt„  Kolben,  who  never  agrees  with  any 
other  author^  and  often  not  very  well  with 
bimfelf,  rcprefents  it  as  a  religious  ceremony, 
-a  general  and  facred  law  with  all  the  Hotter- 
tots  indifcriminately. 

According  to  him,  a  prieft  is  charged  with 
.the  performance*  "  No  one  is  remembered 
;44  ever  to  have  violated  it;  and  woe  to  him 
:44  who  ihould  endeavour  to  fhua  the  ceremony, 
•4t  as  he  would  thereby  certainly  forfeit  his  life!" 
44  The  prejudices  that  prevail  with  refpeft  to 
44  this  duty  are  even  fuch,"  he  adds*  u  that  a 
44  woman  would  hot  fubmit  to  theembracesof 
4<  a  man  who  had  not  undergone  the  opcrai- 
44  tipn.  The  girls,  when  they  marry,  are  very 
;4<  rigorous  in  exading  proof  of  it  j  and  as  their 
"  natural  modefty  does  not  allow  them  to  £h 
44  tisfy  themfelves*  this  office  is  left  to  the  mi- 
crons x>£  the  fermly.*'  : 

Every  word  of  what  I  have  juft  reeked  from 
.Kolben  is  fabulous.  Yet  if  we  were  to  believe 
him,  he  has  often  been  prefefcfc  at  the  opera- 
rtion  ;  which,  he  tells  us,  commonly  confifts  in 
th$ -extraction  of  the  left  tefticle,  and  he'evta 
>.  .  defcribes 
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defcribes  minutely  all  the  circumftances.  But 
this  is  another  of  his  falfehoods  ;  and  at  the 
Cape,  where  all  the  world  knows  .  he  was 
never  once  out  of  the  town,  this  lying,  aflfertion 
is  a  matter  of  public  notoriety. ' 

•  With  regard  torthe  motives  that  have  induced, 
the  favages  to  adopt  the  practice*  in  queftion; 
I  Have  already  faid,  *  that  travellers:  are*  not 
agreed  upon  the  fubjedt,. .  Some  attribute  it  to 
the  defire  of  rendering  themfeljves  -more  fleet 
in  runnings  others  to  an  intention  of  prevent- 
ing'the  too  abuhdant  propagation  of  the  fpe- 
cies.  Kolben  feems  to  incline  to  the  latter 
opinion  :  yet,  far  from  adducing  arguments  to 
fupport'it,  he  contradi&s  it  himfelf,  by  ad- 
vancing; d"*  twins  are  not  the  lefs  cctmmoa 
on  account  of  the  operation. 

Theft:  contradi&ipns  formed  in  the  head  of 
this  author  a  confufion  and  perplexity,  which 
he  knew. ndt  how  to  unravel  j  and  thence  he 
concludes,  that "  it  is  by  no  means  aftonifhing 
"  if  writers  who  have  preceded  him  in  giving. 
cc  accounts  of  the  Cape,  differ  from  one  another, 
"  fince  the  Hottentots  themielves  do  not  agr^e 
"  in  the  reafons  they  affign  for  fo  whimfical  a 
;tcuftoW 

Vol.  III.  Z  Though 
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Though  I  havehad  it  in  my  power  to  interro- 
gate, refpefting  its  origin,  the  nations  that  pr^e- 
tife  it,  I  cannot  flatter  myfelf  with  knowing 
more  of  it  than  other  travellers,  Thofe  of  the 
Gheyfliqaas  whom  1  queftioned  on  the  fubjedt 
gave  me  fuch  an  abfurd  reafon,  that  I  ahnoft 
befitate  to  repeat  it.  According  to  them,  it  wad 
a  mark  of  diftin&ion  which  their  anccftors,  be- 
ing at  war  with  the  neighbouring  nations,  in- 
vented for  the  purpofe  of  knowing  one  another. 

On  fnch  occaftons  I  atn  well  aware  that  peo- 
ple nearly  naked,  and  rfcfembling  each  other 
in  features  and  complexion,  ftand  in  need  of 
diftinguifhing  marks  and  means  of  knowing 
their  fellows*  It  is  with  this  view  that  moft 
of  the  nations  that  fumifti  flaves  to  Europeans, 
as  the  Loangoes,Pomboes,  Cormantios,  Aboes, 
Papas,  &c«  fear  their  faces,  arms,  breads,  and 
all  the  forepart  of  the  body  from  head  to  foot. 
The  figure  and  arrangement  of  thefe  fears  are 
fuch;  that  each  nation  may  be  diftinguilhed  at 
firft  light,  and  even  at  a  diftanee.  At  Surinanx  I 
have  ©bferved  the  flaves  brought  for  fale  pro- 
duce a  greater  or  lefe  price,  according  to  the 
fears  by  which  their  country  was  diftingiuihed. 

That  external   marks  thtas   apparent  may 

have 
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have  been  invented  by  uncultivated  nations  is 
eafy  to  be  conceived  t  but  that  the  people,  of 
one  of  them,  in  order  to  recognize  each  other* 
{hould  adopt  a  mark  difficult  to  diftinguifh, 
and  which  modefty  would  incline  them  to 
conceal,  appears  to  me  to  be  improbable,  and 
not  entitled  to  belief. 

Be  this  as  it  may, ,  there  are  two  modes  of 
performing  the  operation  ;  and  as  they  are  not 
equally  painful,  one  or  the  other  is  employed 
according  to  the  age  of  the  fubje&  and  th$ 
ftrength  of  his  conftitution.  I  fhall  not  enter 
into  particulars  on  this  point :  the  procefTes 
are  nearly  the  fame  as  they  would  be  with  us, 
and  the  refult  has  already  been  fufficiently  ex- 
plained* I  fhall  only  obferve,  that  the  father 
ufually  takes  upon  him  the  operation,  which 
he  commonly  performs  at  the  birth  of  the 
child.  Sometimes,  however,  he  defers  it  till 
the  child  is  three  years  old,  or  even  more;  and 
then,  as  I  have  juft  laid,  a  different  mode  is 
employed  by  him. 

If  I  had  pleafed,  I  might  have  been  prefent 
at  the  ceremony.  A  woman  of  the  horde 
was  near  the  time  of  her  delivery,,;  but  I 
(hould  haVe  been   obliged,  perhaps,  to  have 

Z  2  -  waited 
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waited  federal  days,  and  this  delay  did  not 
accord  with  my  impatience  to  reach  my 
camp* 

On  th(2  other  hand  I  could  have  ^ifhed  not 
to  refutoe  my  journey,  for  fear  of  being  again 
attacked  by  the  Bofhmen.  I  was  defirous  of 
informing  Swanepoel  of  my  fituation,  and  ob- 
taining from  him  a  reinforcement  which  would 
enable  me  to  repel  them ;  but  how  could  I 
ti/tnfmit  to  him  my  orders  ?  1  had  already  pro* 
pofed  this  commiffion  to  the  people  of  the 
horde  the  firft  day  of  my  arrival,  but  in  vain, 
for  no  one  would  undertake  it ;  and  as  to  my 
own.  people,  they  (poke  of  it  with  fo  much  re- 
lu&ance  .and  affright,  that,  after  founding  them 
upon  the  fubjeft,  I  thought  it  prudent  not  to 
make  the  propofal. 

Kfaas,  indeed,  was  fufiiciently  intrepid  and 
devoted  to  my  fervice  to  embrace  it,  and  he 
even  ;offered  to  fet  out  alone.  But,  in  my  pre- 
fent  iituation,  the  bravery  of  this  man  was 
more  neceffary  to  me  than  ever.  He  was  the 
foul  of? my  troop  fc  he  fuppbrted  its  courage 
by  his  example ;  and,  if  we  fhould  be  again 
attacked,  I  had  too  much  need  of  fuch  a  fc- 
cond  voluntarily  to  part  with  him.    I  gave  up, 

there- 
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therefore,  all  thoughts  of  a  reinforcement,  and 
found  myfelf  obliged  to  continue  my  journey 
as  I  had  begun  it. 

I  ventured,  however,  to  requeft  of  the  chief 
a  few  men  to  ferve  me  as  an  efcort  to  my 
camp ;  and,  to  induce  them  to  comply,  I  an- 
nounced, that  I  would  reward  them  for  their 
fervices  when  I  arrived,  and  that  I  fhould  be 
equally  ready  to  make  him  alfo  fome  acknow- 
ledgment for  his.  I  expe&ed  a  refufal ;  but 
to  my  aftonifhment,  feveral  perfons,  without 
hefitation,  offered  to  accompany  me. 

What  was  more,  the  chief  fent  with  me  one 
of  his  daughters,  requefting  me  to  deliver  to 
her  the  prefents  inteiided  for  himfelf,  and  not 
to  entruft  them  to  any  one  elfe ;  which  I  ac- 
cordingly promifed. 

We  fet  off  two  hours  before  dawn,  that  we 
might  have  a  longer  day,  and  advance  fo 
much  the  farther.  The  people  of  the  horde 
doubted  not  but  the  Bofhmen  were  at  hand,  to 
watch  our  fleps,  and  attack  us  under  favour 
of  the  night :  and  this  conje&ure  was  the  more 
probable,  inafmuch  as  having  a  wide  plain  to 
crofs  we  muft  march  in  view.  But  if  this 
were  an  inconvenience  on  the  one  hand,  we 
Z  3  had 
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had  the  advantage  on  the  other  of  being  able 
to  fee  all  around  us,  and  to  difcover  our  ene- 
mies as  quickly  and  as  eafily  as  they  could  dif- 
cover us. 

By  the  filence  obferved  by  my  people,  and 

the  hafte  with  which  they  proceeded,  I  judged 

that   they  were  not  altogether  devoid  of  fear. 

But,  when  day  appeared,  a  complete  change 

took  place ;  and  they  vented  their  courage  in 

the  mod  laughable  bravadoes.     They  argued 

with  one  another  on  the  means  of  repulfing 

thefe  Bofhmen,  of  whom  they  were  no  longer 

afraid ;  and  on  the  ftratagems  and  manoeuvres 

to  be  employed  to  exterminate  every  man  of 

them,  if  they  had  the  boldnefs  to  make  their 

appearance. 

Each  went  beyond  his  companion  in  bis 
boafts.  It  was  who  could  profefs  mo  ft  intre- 
pidity in  facing  a  danger  from  which  they  faw 
themfelves  free.  Proud  as  your  train-bands, 
\vho  may  have  been  engaged  in  a  fkirmifb 
with  the  mob,  they  recounted  the  adventures 
of  the  night  in  which  we  had  been  attacked* 
and  wiflied  it  again  to  return. 

This  ebullition  of  courage  continued,  how- 
ever,  the  whole  day.     The  moment  a  ditch, 

a  hillock, 
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a  hillock,  or  any  little  rifing,  appeared  before 
us,  feveral  ofthetii  would  voluntarily  fet  off  to 
reconnoitre  it,  and  be  fufe  that  no  ambufcade 
was  formed  there ;  and  they  would  not  fuffer 
us  to  advance  till  they  gave  the  fignal.  They 
were  real  children,  whofe  very  timidity  ren- 
dered their  company  the  more  diverting  to  me, 
and  whom  I  might  have  led  to  either  pole, 
through  a  hundred  deferts,  provided  I  could 
have  guarantied  their  lives,  which  they  valued 
above  all  things ;  happy  in  being  ignorant  of 
our  wants,  which  frequently  render  exiftence 
a  burden  to  us  not  eafy  to  be  fupported. 

During  the  halt  we  made  to  dine,  one  of 
the  favage6  of  the  horde,  who  had  gone  upon 
the  fcout,  came  to  iaform  me,  that  a  few 
leagues  to  the  right'  he  ha<l  discovered  one  of 
the  angles  formed  by  the  Orange  in  its  courfe, 
and  had  perceived  the  trees  (kirtihg  its  banks. 
This  was  joyful  news  to  my  troop.  We  re- 
fumed  our  journey  gaily  without  altering  our 
way^  ancf  about  four  in  the  afternoon  reached 
.  the  river,  having  travelled  ten  leagues  in  the 
courfe  of  the  day. 

As  mailer,  the  firft  thing  I  did  was  to  choofe 

an  advantageous  place  for  the  encampment 
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of  ray  little  caravan.  In  the  midft  of  the 
trees  on  the  banks  we  fhould  have  run  too 
much  rifk,  if  the  Bofhmen  had  come  to  attack 
us  in  the  night.  Five  or  fix  hundred  paces 
on  this  fide  of  them  was  a  tolerable  large 
clump  of  £hrubs,  chiefly  confiding  of  ebo- 
nies. 

This  clofe  and  bufliy  thicket  appeared  to  me 
well  calculated  to  ferve  us  as  a  (belter.  I  di- 
rected fuch  trees  as  were  near,  and  that  were . 
capable  cf  ohftrudiing  our  fight,  to  be  cut 
down,  which  required  little  trouble,  as  they 
were  all  euphorbias,  great  or  fmail.  Then, 
while  fome  of  my  people  were  difpatched  on 
all  fides  to  cut  wood  for  the  fires- of  the  night, 
others  were  employed,  under  my  direction,  in 
clearing  the  interior  of  the  thicket,  and  form- 
ing a  place  capable  of  containing  us.  The 
outer  edge  we  fortified  with  branches  interr 
woven  together,  and  covered  with  mats  and 
fkins.  Laftly,  to  proteft  us  from  fuch  arrows 
as  might  fall  vertically  on  our  heads,  I  caufed 
my  marquee  to  be  ftretched  by  way  of  canopy 
on  fome  flakes,  and  thus  formed  a  roof,  under 
which  we  ^vere  perfedly  fheltered.  With 
thefe  precautions  wg  could  fear  416  qpfturnal 
;    .*  #tacl$ 
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attack  in  the  midft  of  our  fort,  in  which  we 
might  have  defied  all  the  Bofhmen  of  Africa* 

The  oxen  were  tied  up  in  a  circle  round  the 
infide  of  the  inclofure,  and  fo  near  us,  that 
we  could  almoft  touch  them  with  our  hands* 
Thus  defended,  it  was  impoffible  to  think  df 
carrying  them  off.  But  their  proximity  had 
one  inconvenience ;  the  noife  they  made  by 
their  different  movements,  and  the  uneafinefe 
they  fhowed  from  time  to  time,  and  which  we 
confidered  as  indications  either  of  Bofhmea 
or  of  wild  beafts,  kept  us  fo  conftantly  on  the 
alarm,  that  it  was  impoffible  for  one  of  us  to 
clofe  his  eyes. 

The  night,  however,  though  very  unquiet, 
.pafled  without  our  being  any  otherwife  dis- 
turbed •  We  heard  nothing  but  hyaenas  and 
jackals,  the  cries  of  which,  in  our  (ituation, 
were  pleafing  prognoftics,  as  they  convinced 
us  that  there  were  no  Bofhmen  in  the  plain. 

Notwithftanding'  this  proof  of  fecurity,  I 
was  unwilling  to  refume  my  journey  till  the 
fun  had  made  his  appearance.-  Indeed  we  had 
not  above  five  leagues  to  travel;  and,  of  courfe, 
the  day  was  more  than  fufficient  for  fo  fhort  a 
flaafcht  It  is  tjrue,  that  as  we  refolved  to  pro- 
ceed 
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ceed  along  the  wood  by  the  river's  fide,  in  or- 
der  to  fhorten  our  way,  we  could  advance  but 
(lowly,  becaufe,  having  ambufcades  to  fear, 
many  precautions  were  to  be  taken. 

When  arrived  nearly  about  half  way,  we 
heard  the  report  of  fome  guns  fired  on  the 
river.  I  fent  to  examine  what  was  the  occa- 
sion of  it.  Four  of  my  people  were  hunting 
hippopotamufes,  and  when  informed  of  m% 
approach,,  they  came  to  exprefs  their  joy,  and 
bring  me  news  of  my  camp.  My  long  ab- 
sence had  given  alarm.  Uneafy  at  hearing  no 
tidings  of  me,  Swanepoel  had  fuppofed  me  to 
be  killed  by  the  Boflimen,  with  all  my  party, 
and  that  he  fhould  never  fee  me  again.  I  dif« 
patched  a  man  on  horfeback  to  acquaint  hint 
with  my  return,  and  two  hours  after  we  ar- 
rived at  the  camp. 

My  firft  bufmefs  when  I  alighted  was  to 
take  care  of  the  wounded  Kaminouqua.  I 
ordered  my  marquee  to  be  ere&ed  for  him ; 
and,  recommending  him  to  the  attention  of 
fuch  of  his  comrades  as  appeared  the  moft  in- 
telligent, borne  down  as  I  was  with  fleepinefs 
and  fatigue,  I  retired  to  reft  in  my  waggon. 
As  for  my  people,  they  fpent  the  night  in 

2  feafting 
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feafting,  and  in  giving  a  minute  account  of  ' 
our  expedition. 

Bernfry,  being  informed  of  my  arrival  by 
.  his  emiffaries,  had  the  audacity  again  to  make 
his  appearance  in  my  camp.     His  defign  was 
to  impofe  upon  me  with  refpeft  to  his  con- 
duS,  and  to  endeavour  to  wipe  out  the  fufpl* 
cions  I  might  have  conceived  of  him.     He 
profefled  a  warm  zeal  for  my  welfare,  and  the 
greatgft  perfonal  attachment.     He  fpoke  of  the 
horde  of  robbers,  and  informed  me,  that  we 
had  killed  four  or  five  perfons,  4nd  feverely 
wounded  feveral  others.     But  he  added,  that 
they  had  fworn  to  be  revenged ;  and  that  I 
muft  redouble  my  vigilance  and  precautions, 
if  1  wifhed  to  efcape  a  furprife,  of  which,  fooft 
or  latfc,  I  muft  inevitably  become  the  vidtinu 
My  greateft  enemy  in  this  bufinefs,  according 
to  him,  was  Moodel.     It  was  Moodel  who 
prote&ed  the  horde,  and  of  him,  therefore,  I 
ought  to  be  particularly  on  my  guard. 

Thus,  the  better  to  deceive  me,  did  the 
knave  betray  and  point  out  to  my  vengeance 
his  comrade  and  only  friend.  But  his  Angular 
villany  did  not  impofe  upon  me.  I  cut  fliort 
every  explanation  and  all  farther  fubtlety  on 

his 
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his  part,  by  pretending  to  receive  his  intelli- 
gence as  very  important  advice.  I  even  took 
care  not  to  let  him  perceive  the  fufpicion  I  had 
of  himfelf.  By  this  apparent  confidence  I  left  it 
in  toy  power  to  watch  his  conduct  fecretly. 
Though,  after  all,  notwithftanding  the  art  he 
had  employed  to  infpire  me  with  dread,  I 
feared  neither  Moodel  nor  himfelf,  nor  even 
the  Boflimen. 

Befides,  as  my  thoughts  were  employed 
on  my  departure,  my  fole  object  was  to  quit 
the  borders  of  Orange-River  without  delay.  I 
had  already  iflued  orders  for  the  neceffory  pre- 
parations, and  I  waited  only  for  their  being 
finifhed  to  be  gone.  This,  however,  would 
require  time.  My  carriages  wanted  repairing, 
fpr  fo  injured  were  they  by  the  heat,  that 
every  piece  of  wood  that  compofed  them  was 
Joofe*  My  n$w  oxen  were  alio  to  be  broken 
in;  fince,  having  never  felt  the  yoke,  they 
were  ftartled  at  the  very  fight  of  a  waggon, 
and  when  my  pqopl?  had  accomplished  the 
harnefling  them,  and  they  heard  the  noife  of 
the  wheels  behind,  they  became  furious,  and 
broke  or  overturned  every  thing. 

The  endeavours  made  to  fubdue  them  were 
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attended  with  great  rifks  and  labour,  which 
continued  a  long  time;  and  the  fruitlefihefe 
of  thefe  attempts  occafioned  me  daily  fits  of 
impatience.  My  people,  poffeffing  more  caln*- 
nefs  of  temper,  were  not  fo  eafily  rebuffed  9 
and  they  aflured  me,  if  I  would  leave  the  mat- 
ter to  their  management,  they  would  not  fail 
to  accomplifli  their  purpofe.  But  the  leflbris 
they. gave  were  fo  fevere,  that  I  could  not 
witnefs  them  without  extreme  pain.  Accord- 
ing to  them,  thefe  poor  animals  were  too  old 
to  fubmit  quietly  to  the  yoke,  and  there  was 
no  hope  of  bending  them  to  it  but  by  dint  of 
blows. 

It  is  true,  there  were  ftill  five  of  my  former 
ones  remaining,  which  were  yoked  with  thf 
new  ones,  that  they  might  be  broken  in  by 
their  example.  But  before  thefe. even  would 
fubmit.to  work,  they  received  from  my  people 
a  good  beating. .  with  the  fchabo'uck  ;\  and  this 
jcorre&ion  was  fo  often  repeated,  that,  I  found 
myfelf  abfolutely  incapable  of  enduring  the 
fpe&acle.  Accordingly,  whenever  the  leflbn 
began,  I  took  my  gun,  and  rambled  to  a  dif- 
tance,  thereby  to  be  out  of  fight  and  hearing 
©fit. 

4  I  had 
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I  had  hoped  that  thefe  excurfions  would  re* 
compenfe  me  by  new  acquifitions,  and  that  I 
fhould  find  among  the  birds  that  inhabited  the 
woods  fome  addition  to  my  colle&ion.  But 
J  was  difappointed.  The  time  of  their  paflage 
•was  over  j  and  the  great  and  little  bee-eaters, 
varieties  of  fwallows  and  other  fpecies,  had  all 
difappeared. 

Another  remark  which  I  made  while  in  this 
T>art  of  Africa  I  confider  as  too  important  to 
be  omitted*  The  moment  the  hurricane  from 
the  fouth-eaft,  of  which  I  have  fpoken  above, 
had  ceafed,  the  wind  veered  to  the  north, 
where  it  conftantly  remained,  with  a  few  va- 
riations only  to  the  two  neighbouring  points, 
north  by  weft,  and  north  by  eaft.  Occafionally 
we  had  a  few  fhowers,  but  fo  flight  that  they 
fcarcely  wetted  the  fand.  The  fky,  however, 
had  continued  gloomy  and  overfhadowed, 
the  wind  driving  before  it  numerous  clouds, 
which  proceeded  to  accumulate  on  the  moun* 
tains  of  Camis,  and  prepare  the  rainy  feafon 
for  the  Cape. 

This  feafon  had  already  commenced  in  the 
mountains  to  the  north,  where  the  Orange 
takes  ite  iburce.     At  lead  this  river,  fince  I 
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crofled  it,  that  is  to  fay,  within  a  fortnight, 
had  rifen  more  than  twenty  feet.  It  flowed 
now  on  a  level  with  its  banks,  and  carried 
along  with  it  feveral  whole  trees  which  it  had 
forn  up  by  the  roots,  and  even  formed,  in  fe- 
Teral  parts  of  the  plain,  extend  ve  lakes.  In  a 
word,  my  camp,  which  at  firft  had  been  Ra- 
tioned fix  hundred  paces  from  the  water's  edge, 
and  had  not  been  moved,  was  now  diftant 
.  from  it  not  above  fifty.  Almoft  all  the  trees 
were  nearly  covered  by  it,  their  tops  and  a 
few  branches  only  being  perceptible.  This 
fight,  one  of  the  grandeft  I  ever  beheld  in 
Africa,  if  it  had  not  been  at  variance  with  my 
fchemes,  would  long  have  feafted  my  eyes. 
Befides  other  inconveniences  to  the  danger  of 
my  caravan,  this  fwell  of  the  river  deprived 
me  of  the  advantage  of  hunting  hippopo- 
tamufes;  for  thefe  amphibious  animals,  as 
they  do  not  love  muddy  and  troubled  waters* 
had  retired  towards  the  fea-fhore. 

Many  of  my  new*  favages  belonging  to 
hordes  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river  regretted, 
on  account  of  its  overflow,  their  having  re- 
mained fo  long  with  me*  The  Gheyffiquas, 
on  the  contrary,  free  from  this  occafion  of  un- 
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eafinefs,  and  being  well  fed  in  my  camp,  were 
happy  in  remaining,  and  feemed  not  to  think 
of  their  departure.  But  Ihad  engaged  tb  fend 
them  back  in  a  week,  and  I  kept  my  word. 

I  gave  them  all  more  than:  I  had  promifed. 
The  prefent  defigned  for  the  chief  was  en- 
trufted  to  his  daughter,  as  he  had  defired  ;  and 
I  added  thereto -a  pretty  red  handkerchief  for 
herfelf,  and  fome  white  glafs  beads,  which  fhe 
highly  valued;;  She  had  been  treated  with 
diftintttan  in  my  camp;  No  convenience  had 
been  denied  her,  not  even  that  of  anointing; 
and  I  fometimes  attended  her  toilette,  which 
indeed  was  always  the  fame,  but  I  every  time 
received  frefh  pleafure  in  obferving  the  pains 
fhe  took  to  adorn  and  difplay  her  charms,  thte 
fight  of  which  rendered  me  evefy  day  more 
refer ved  and  circumfpeft*  .    :    .-•     '* 

This  troop  had  fearcely  departed,  when 
another  arrived,  confifting  of  thirty-fix  perfdns, 
men  and  women.  Thefe  were  Hottentots  "who 
refide  on  the  confines  of  the  colony,  and  who, 
buying  at  fecond  or' third  hand  certain  com*- 
modities  from  the  planters,  travel  into  the  in- 
terior of  the  country  there  to  barter  therii  with 
other  favages  for  cattle,  which  on  their  return 
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they  fdl  to  the  colonifts.  There  are  alfo  whites 
who  follow  this  kind  of  trade  ;  but  they  are  far 
from  dealing  with  the  fame  honefty  as  the 
favages  of  whom  I  am  fpeaking. 

Thefe  people  arrived  from  the  eaftern  coun- 
tries, where  they  had  purchafed  a  herd  of  about 
threefcore  cattle.  Having  heard  of  me  there, 
they  had  endeavoured  to  find  me,  and  came , 
to  afk  permiflion  to  join  my  caravan  and  re- 
turn with  tne  to  their  habitations.  To  this 
requeft  I  gave  my  confent,  informing  them, 
however,  that  I  had  as  yet  neither  determined 
on  the  day  of  my  departure,  nor  the  road  I 
fhould  t^ke. 

With  regard  to  fubfiftence,  I  promifed  to 
fhare  with  them  the  produce  of  my  hunting, 
as  long  as  game  was  to  be  found :  but  added, 
that  the  moment  game  failed,  and  I  fhould  be 
obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  my  herd  to  feed  my 
people,  I  fhould  then  leave  them  to  themfelves 
to  get  provifion  as  they  could.  I  obferved 
alfo  that  I  fhould  not  furnifh  them  with  to* 
bacco;  for  my  ftock  of  this  article,  fo  import- 
ant to  a  favage,  began  to  fall  fhort.  With 
regard  to  my  brandy,  though  I  had  left  a  fmall 
ftore  at  my  departure,  it  was  cpnfiderably  di- 
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miniflied  at  my  return.  I  could  not  ayoid. 
teftifying  my  difpfeafure  at  this  circumftance 
to  Swanepoel  himfelf,  as  I  fufpe&ed  him  of 
having  yielded  to  the  temptation  and  con- 
fumed  it  unncceflkrily. 

The  traders  thanked  me  for  the  readinefs  of 
my  compliance,  a&  well  as  for  the  fervices  I 
propofed  to  render  them.  The  conditions  I 
found  myfelf  obliged  to  iropofe  were  indeed 
too  reafonable  for  them  to  make  any  ob- 
jection j  and  fo  far  from  requiring  tobacco,  of 
met  they  had  ftill  feveral  rolls  remaining  of 
fifteen  or  twenty  pounds  each,  befide  what 
was  neceffkry  for  themfelves,  which  they 
offered  to  fpare  me.  This  offer  I  accepted, 
promifing  to  pay  them,  asfoon  as  we  reached 
the  pofleffions  of  the  Dutch,  either  in  money 
or  in  kind,  as  they  fliouid  likd  beft. 

Nothing  yet  informed  jqie  when  I  might 
expe£k  to  depart  My  people,  with  all  their 
exertions,  could  not  accomplifli  the  breaking 
in  of  my  oxen ;  and  the  delay  thus  occafioned> 
which  was  pure  wafte  of  time,  mortified  me  ex- 
tremely :  however,  I  attempted  to  make  at  leaft 
fome  advantage  of  it,  by  looking  over  my  col- 
lection, and  putting  it  in  order  for  conveyance. 

The 
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1  Thfe  Add  df  the  giraffe  in  pafticuja*  wanted 
iome  preparation,  for  it  had  become  in  drying 
as  hard  as  iron,  fo  that  there  was  no  bending 
it,  and  of  courfe  it  could  not  be  carried  with 
any  convenience.  I  firft  foaked  it  in  the  river 
•fori  few  hours,  and  then  fteeped  it  in  a  de- 
co&ion  of  tobacco,  camphor*  and  foap  j  and 
•by  thefe  means  it  was  rendered  fo  fupple,  that 
I  could  pack  it  Up  as  I  pleafed.  * 

Hating  finifhed  the  arrangement  of  my 
colle&ion,  I  employed  the  leifure  that  re- 
mained in  drawing  plants  and  flowers.  There 
were  immenfe  quantities  in  the  neighbour- 
hood  j  and  every  day  the  feafon  occafioned 
frefli  ones  to  blow*  But  I  made  my  drawings 
rather  as  an  amateur  than  a  naturalift,  and  at- 
tended only  to  fuch  as  appeared  mod  beauti- 
ful and  rare. 

While  fpeaJring  of  thefe  things,  though  in 
another  point  of  view,  I  cannot  help  cxprefling 
toy  regret  that  Spartnann,  who  was  fo  little 
prefled  for  time  when  he  undertook  his  jour- 
ney, Or  Paterfbn,  who  feems  to  have  travelled 
poft,  and.  as  a  man  eager  to  finifli  his  expedi- 
tion, had  not  formed  the  defign  of  penetrating 
into  the  country  of  the  Kabobiquas,  and  as 
A  a  a  far 
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far  even  as  the  mountains   of  the  Houz!ou- 
anas. 

What  treafures  would  thefe  learned  botanifts 
have  found  there !  And  what  riches  might 
they  not  have  brought  away  with  them ! 

I  have  myfelf,  indeed,  but  a  few  fcore  draw- 
ings, to  prove  what  fcience  might  have  gained 
by  their  means :  yet  I  invite  other  travellers 
to  undertake  what  my  little  knowledge  of  bota- 
ny prevented  me  from  performing ;  and  I  dare 
promife  them  before  hand  the  moft  fplendid 
fuccefs.  But  at  the  fame  time  I  rauft  tell  them, 
that  they  ought  to  dedicate  feveral  years  to.  their 
refearches,  without  which  it  will  be  impoffible 
for  them  to  accomplish  (hqir  purpofe  to  any 
great  extent.  . 

It  is  not  in  Africa  as  in  what  are  called  the 
temperate  countries  of  Europe.  In  thefe,  na- 
ture gives  the  earth  to  vjegetate  part  of  die  year 
only,  while,  during,  the  other  part,  it  is  dead 
and  lifelefs.  In  Africa,  on  the  contrary,  there 
is  no  interruption.  T«he  foil,  warmed  by  the 
continual  heat,  is  always  fertile ;  and  every 
month  yields  its  plants,  its  flowers,  and  its 
fruits.  Nor  is  there',  as  in  Europe,  a  gradual 
development  and  regular  fucceffion.     It  is  not 
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the  feafon',  nor  is  it  the  greater  or  lefs  propin- 
quity df  the  equator,  that  occafions  a  more  or 
lefs  abundant  vegetation.  The  fun  itfelf,  elfe- 
where  confidered  as  the  primary  caufe  of  fer- 
tility, is  here  the  fecondary  only.  Its  heat,  it 
is  true,  is  aflifting  to  the  birth,  growth,  and 
ripening  bf  vegetables ;  but  they  are  the  rains 
more  particularly  that  occafion  them  to  fpring 
up  and  unfold  themfelves,  that  determine  in 
great  meafure  the  place  and  time  of  their  ap- 
pearance, and  caufe  them  to  fhow  themfelves 
ill  one  place  fooner  than  in  another.  Now  as 
the  tains  themfeTves  are  owing  to  the  fituation 
dfthe  mountains  which  attract  the  clouds,  it 
follows,  that  they  may  be  very  unequally  dis- 
tributed, and  that  one  fpot  may  be  deluged 
with  them,  while  another,  properly  watered, 
fhall  difplay  a  vigorous  ftate  of  vegetation,  and 
a  third,  dry  and  parched,  exhibit  only  the 
image  of  death  and  defolation. 
'■  From  this  fortuitous  occurrence  of  the  rains, 
fome  vegetables  have  a  fort  of  accidental  fuc- 
ceffion,  according  to  the  fpots  on  which  they 
grow,  that  naturally  they  ought  not  to  have. 
Thus  in  one  place  a  fpecies  of  flower  has  juft 
blown,  which  farther  on  appeared  fix  weeks 
A  a  3  before, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


358  TRAVELS    IN 

before,  and  which,  ten  leagues  farther  ftffl,  wilV 
perhaps  not  bloffom  in  lefs  than  two  months. 
In  Africa,  nature  is  always  alive,  and  her  a&ioa 
never  benumbed  by  cold  :  but  it  is  neceflary 
to  be  on  the  watch  for  her ;  and  the  bptanift 
who  traverfes  the  country,  without  refidjng  ia 
it  a  confiderable  time,  muft  expert  only  the 
fortune  of  the  day,  and  will  of  ceurfe  briog 
away  with  him  no  other  cplle&ipa  th^n  what 
is  afforded  him  by  chance. 

At  the  Cape  are  daily  proofs  of  what  I  have 
faid.  The  colonies  have  long  ago  been  vifkef} 
by  amateurs  of  flowers  and  flrilful  botanifts ; 
yet  evcyy  new  comer  finds  fomethiag  with 
which  to  enrich  his  garden  or  his  herbal.  As 
it  happens,  perhaps,  that  no  one  arrives  at 
the  fame  place,  under  the  lame  circumftances* 
and  at  the  fame  period  as  another,  each  meets 
with  plants  which  they  who  preceded  him 
neither  knew  nor  had  the  power  of  knowing. 
The  two  naturalifts  I  mentioned  above  have 
enriched  fcience  by  new  difcoveries,  though 
they  came  after  fo  piany  others. 

Though  the  majority  of  thefe  fucceffivc. 
journeys  were  made  in  a  fhort  fpace  of  time, 
they  have  contributed  neverthelefs  to  extend 
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our  knowledge*  and  increafe  the  treafures  of 
natural  hiftory.  What  then,  would  be  effefted* 
fifould  a  man  of  information  repair  to  fome: 
fertile  and  more  diftant  fpot,  and  remain  a 
whole  year,  fo  as  to  fee  all  that  nature  produces 
there  blow  in  fucceffion  under  his  eye  ! 

What  I  have  faid  concerning  plants  is  with 
«pial  truth  applicable  to  birds;  for  the  infltt- 
eflce  of  the  rains,  whiqh  accelerates  or  retards 
th^  tinfoldiiig  of  the  former,  cannot  fail  to 
occafion  great  difference  in  the  laying,  incuba- 
tion, and  mduhing  of  the  latter. 

That  I  may  render  a  double  fervice  to  per- 
rons attempting  a  fimilar  enterprife  to  mine,  !' 
&all  ihfert  here  a  remark,  which  I  corifider  as 
ittrportarit,  and  that  may  fave  theth  from  tnzny 
taiftakes ;-  which  is,  that  the  variation  which  - 
is  obferved  lo  take  place  in  the  lame  fpecies  of 
plants,  according  to  the  difference  of  age,  o£ 
time,  and  of  place,  takes  place  alfo  among 
the  feathered  tribe. 

This  accidental  and  tranfitory  diflimilitude 
is  fometimes  fo  great,  that  a  perfon  would 
fuppofe  hiipfelf  to  fee  individuals  totally  diffe- 
rent ;  and  I  have  known  men  learned  in  books 
and  fyftems  as  much  deceived  in  this  refpe£t  as 
A>  4  others* 
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others.  'One  of  thefe  clofet  naturalifts,  for 
inftance,  fhewed  m&  four  birds  as  fo  many  dif-r 
ferent  fpecies,  and  even  as  not  belonging  to 
the  fame  genus,  with  which  I  was  well  ao 
quainted,  and  which  I  knew  to  be  the  fame 
bird,  only  of  different  ages. 

In  the  firft  place,  every  male  when  young 
has  the  fame  plumage  as  his  mother;  and  it  is 
only  as  he  grows  older  that  he  affumes  that  of 
his  fex.  I  will  not  venture  to  affirm  that  this 
is  an  univerfal  and  invariable  rule ;  but  1  have 
hitherto  met  with  no  exception  to  it,  whereas, 
I  have  verified  it,  by  my  own  obfervatjon,  in 
mere  than  a  thoufand  different  fpecies. 

Many  females  too,  when  they  grow  fo  old 
as  to  ceafe  laying  eggs,  undergo  a  fimilar 
change,  and  afTume  the  more  fplendid  colours 
belonging  tp  the  jnale  of  the  fpecies,  which  they 
retain  during  the  remainder  pf  their  lives. 
This  fad  is  ftrikingly  perceptible  in  thofe 
fpecies  in  which  the  male  and  female  very 
much  differ  in  their  colour;  a&  the  gplden 
pheafant  of  China,  for  inftanc*,  now  fo  comr 
pion  in  our  a.viaries,  in  which  the  change 
takes  place.  I  have  obferved  the  fame  trank 
mutation  in  m^ny  other  birds,  of  which  I 
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£ball  fpeak  elfewhere.  la  fome  fpecies,  and 
thofe  not  f&*  VSfc  njjmberf  the  njal?  ^lone  rsgij* 
larly  chaqgfg  hia  colour,  and  aflumes  once  in 
3  twelvemonth  tfre  phinjage  of  the  female;  £q 
that  at  a  certain  per  jod  of  the  year  alj  th?  birds 
of  this  fpeqies  appear  to  bp  females.  I  have  ia 
my  poflefljon  fpecin*enjB  of  njore  tfian  fifty  of 
thefe  changing  fpecigs,  in  all  their  tranfition$ 
from  one  hue  to  another ;  but  the  one  in 
which  it  appears  mod  extraordinary  is  an 
African  bunting,  known  by  the  namq  of  veuve 
a  epaulettes  rouges*.  The  fcmal^  of  this 
beautiful  bird  has  the  fimple  colours  of  the  Iky- 
lark,  and  a  fhort  horizontal  tail,  like  that  of 
almoil  all  other  birds :  the  male,  on  th^  con* 
trary,  ;s  wholly  black,  except  at  the  fhoulder 
of  the  wing,  where  there  is  a  large  red  patch  ; 
and  his  tail  is  long,  ample,  and  vertical  like 
that  of  the  common  cock.  But  this  brilliant 
plumage  and  fine  vertical  tail  fubfift  only  dur* 
ing  the  feafon  of  love,  which  continues  fix 
iponthsi  This  period  over,  he  lays  afide  his 
fplendid  habiliments,  and  affumes  the  more 

*  See  Buffon's  Planches  Enluminees,  No.  635.  V,  The 
orange-ihouldered  bunting.    Latham's  Synopfis,  vol.' II, 
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modeft  drcfs  of  his  mate.  The  moft  extraor- 
dinary circumftanee  is,  that  the  vertical  tail 
alfo  changes  to  a  horizontal  one,  and  the  male 
fb  exa&ty  refembles  the  female,  that  it  is  not 
poffibk  to  diftingaiih  them  fromeaeh ether. 

The  female  has  her  turn.  When  (he  reaches- 
a  certain  age,  and  has  k>ft  the  faculty  of  pro* 
pagating  the  fpecies,  fhe  clothes  herfelf  for  the 
remainder  of  her  days  iivthe  garb  which  the 
male  had  temporarily  affumpd  j  her  tally  Bke 
his  at  that  period,  grows  long,  and,  like  Ms 
alfo,  from  horizontal  becomes  vertical. 

The  birds  of  this  fpecies  aflbriate  together, 
five  in  a  fort  of  republic/ and  build  their  nefts- 
near  to  each  other.  The  fociety  uftiaHy  con-- 
fifts  of  about  fourfcore  females  :  bur  whether, 
by  a  particular  law  of  nature*  mdfe  females  are 
produced  than  males,  or  for  any  bthcfr  reafon 
of  which  I  am  ignorant,  there  are  never  more 
than  twelve  or  fifteen  males  to  this  mtfnber  of 
females,  who  have  them  in  common.  *      c 

All  that  I  have  here  written  I  have  riad  In 
the  great  book  of  nature.  Such  obfertations, 
perhaps,  have  no  great  merit,'  and  I  cohfider 
them  myfelf  as  of  little  value :  but  they  are  at. 
Je^ft.  accurate  j  'and  the  critics  who  have  b^ea 
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defirous  of  giving  me  their  advice  have  nei- 
ther fpund,  nor  will  be  able  to  find,  fimilar 
qncs,  either  among  their  inventors  of  fyftemsj 
or  in  the  books  of  writers  whofe  excurfions 
hav^  never  extended  beyond  the  walls  of  * 
clofet. 

My  people  were  ftiU  employed  in  breaking 
in  the  oxen,  but  they  were  advanced  in  thc( 
bufrnefs  fcar«f  ly  forthe*  than  at  the  firflt  mo* 
9*ent,  Qiie  day  when  exercifing  them,  one 
ia  particular  became  furious,  and  attempte4 
to  make  his  efcape.  The  Hottentot  who  was  • 
ncareft  endeavoured  to  ftop  him,  by  catching 
hold  of  the  rQpe  by  which  he  had  been  fattened  j 
but  unfortunately  flipping  his  hand  into  a  run* 
ning  knot,  which  drew  tight  round  his  wriftt 
he  was  dragged  along  by  the  animal  to  a  cons- 
iderable diftance,  and  torn  and  bruifed  in 
twenty  places  before  it  was  poflible  to  extri? 
cate  him. 

Jnft  at  that  moment  Bernfry  arrived.  He, 
had  witneffed  the  accident,  and  was  alfo  pre* 
fent  when  I  was  told  of  it.  Availing  himfelf 
of  the  elrcumftance,  he  dated  to  me  how  Im- 
prudent it  would  be  to  expofe  myfelf  on  the 
road  with  cattle  fo  totally  undifciplined,  and 
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*     • 

offered  to  provide  me  with  a  tearii  of  fix  oxen 
well  trained  to  the  yoke,  if  I  would  give  him 
in  exchange  one  of  my  mu(kets,  with  twelve 
pounds  'of  powder,  and  lead  enough  to  caft 
two  hundred  balls.'       •      ' 

The  bargain  would  have  been  fufficiently 
advantageous  to  me,  and,  had  he  afked  triple 
the  value  in  other  articles,  F  would  not  have  he- 
fitated.  But  to  ftirnifli  a  iftan  of  liis  chara&er 
with  arms  was  putting  it  In  his"  power  to  do 
ftill  greater  mifcHef:  I  therefore  positively 
refufed.  He,  on  his  part,  would  hear  of  tio 
other  terms,  and  theite  (he  matterrefted,  not* 
wLhftanding  the  reprefentatioris  of  my  Hot- 
tentots, who,  tired  of  the  pains  they  had 
taken  to  train  thefe  untameable  beafts,  urged 
nie  to  compliance.* 

Thefe  men,  who  at1  firft  had  made  a  jeft 
of  the  trouble  of  breaking  them  in,  how  de- 
fpaired  of  it.  I  was  well  aware  of  thg  per* 
plexity  of  my  fituatipn ;  but  I  was  refolved 
to  fuffer  any  diftrefs  rather  than  copfent  to  the 
bargain.  Accordingly,  renouncing  $11  hop? 
of  coming  to  an  agreement,  I  fixed  for  my 
departure  the  2 1  ft  of  May  ;  and,  whei}  the  day 
arrived,  the  oxen  were  yok$d« 
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The  caravan  was  numerous,  Befide  the 
thirty-fix  dealers  in  cattle  who  had  requefted 
leave  to  accompany  me,  I  had  ten  Nimyjuas 
belonging  to  a  horde  near  Secretary-  Fountain 
who  purpofed  to  proceed  in  company  with  us 
till  they  arrived  at  a  ford  .of  the  river  which 
they  knew,  and  where  they  intended  to  croft 
It.  In  fhort,  including  both  my  own  people 
and  ftrangers,  the  troop  confided  of  ninety- 
two  perfons,  of  whom  feventy-three  were  men,  * 
and  nineteen  women ;  and  our  herd  of  a  hun- 
dred and  feventy-two  oxen,  befide  flieep. 

The  river  had  decreafed  witjiin  a  few  days ; 
and  the  Kaminouquas,  availing  themfelves  of 
this  circumftance,  had  returned  home  with, 
their  wounded  comrade* 

All  my  caravan  was  ready  to  depart.  Nor- 
thing but  my  giving  the  fignal  was  waited 
for;  and  I  had  fet  one  foot  on  the  pole  to 
mount  my  waggon,  when  the  ox  neareft  me 
flung  back  his  heels,  and  ftruck  me  on  the 
leg  of  the  other  juft  as  I  lifted  it  from  the 
ground. 

I  cried  out :  every  one  ran  to  my  affiftance, 
not  doubting  but  my  leg  was  broken  j  and, 
from  the  pain  which  benumbed  it  and  took 
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from  me  the  capacity  of  iftoving  it,  I  had  evefjf 
itafon  to  be  df  the  fame  opinion ;  not  was  it 
till  the  expiration  of  more  than  a  quarter  of  an 
hour,  when  the  numbnefs  went  off,  that  I 
difcovered  it  to  be  only  a  violent  contufion. 

Klaaa,  already  angry  with  mef  and  taking  ad- 
vantage of  the  fevere  leffbn  I  had  thus  received, 
bluntly  addfeffed  himfelf to  Bernfry,offered  him 
twelve  pounds  of  powder  and  twelve  of  lead  for 
two  of  his  thill  oxen;  and,  without  allowing  me 
time  to  reflect,  inftantly  ran  off  with  him  to 
fetch  them.  Klaas  was  in  the  right.  The  two 
fcxen  arrived ;  the  price  agreed  upon  was  paid  j 
and  we  departed. 

My  defign  was  to  travel  for  fome  time  along 
the  fide  of  the  river,  following  its  courfe,  and 
keeping  as  near  as  poffible  to  the  wood  that 
fkirted  it.  By  taking  this  road,  I  was  fure  of 
water  and  plenty  of  ^grafs.  My  own  Waggon, 
by  the  help  of  the  oxen  that  Bernfry  had  fold 
me,  proceeded  tolerably  well;  but  with  the 
other  two  waggons  the  cafe  was  different. 
Their  teams  were  fo  refra£tory  and  indocile, 
that  they  were  twenty  times  on  the  point  of 
being  daftied  againft  the  trees,  or  overturned 
and  thrown  down  fome  precipice  j  and  wo 
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W?re  thr$e  days  in  reaching  the  ford,  which 
ought  to  have  been  the  work  of  a  tingle  day'* 
journey. 

The  drivers,  tired  of  their  office,,  and  lofing 
all  patience*  declared  that  it  would  be  impof* 
fihle  for  them  to  proceed  any  farther,  unlefs  I 
procured  two  oxen  more,  well  trained,  for  the 
thill  of  each  of  the  other  waggons,  as  I  had 
fqr  that  of  my  own.  This  was  telling  me  to 
buy  th?  £pur  other  of  Berafry.  Nothing 
ever  coil  me  fo  much  as  this  refolution ;  but, 
notwitlvftandiag  my  rcludance,  neceffity  com- 
pelled me  to  fubmit  to  it.  Accordingly  I  fent 
away  the  mulket  that  had  been  demanded  as 
the  price,  and  waited  on  the  banks  of  the  river 
for  the  arrival  of  the  oxen. 

In  the  mean  time  I  difcharged  my  obliga- 
tions to  the  Nimiquas.  Recompenfed  beyond 
what  they  had  afked  for  accompanying  me, 
they  left  me,  highly  fatisfied  with  my  condud, 
and  croffed  the  ford  to  return  hQmel 

When  the  oxen  arrived,  we  alfo  departed  ; 
and,  after  two  encampments  and  a  match  of 
ten  leagues  by  the  fide  of  the  wood,  we  halted 
once  more  on  the  ftrand  of  the  Orange,  at 
which  we  eafily  arrived  with-  our  waggon* 
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trough  &  cbmmodious  defile,  where  there  w*i 
BOt  a  fingle  tree  to  incommode  us. 

Here,  however,  we  perceived  to  our  forrow,. 
that  we  could  proceed  no  farther  along  the 
river's  fide,  or  even  along  the  wood  that  bor- 
dered it,  on  account  of  the  roads, .  which 
were  fo  bad  as  to  be  abfolutely  impaffable  for 
waggons. 

The  27th,  quitting  the  river  till  we  could 
find  fome  more  convenient  route  by*  which  to 
return  to  it,  We  proceeded  fouth  for  four  hours 
before  it  was  in  our  power  to  verge  to  the 
weft,  and  in  that  dire&ion  travelled  fix  leagues 
through  execrable  roads.  Being  obliged  every 
iftftant  to  alight  from  my  waggon  and  get  Up 
again,,  I  defpaired  of  rejoining  the  river,  and- 
was  momentarily  on  the  point  of  abandoning 
my  defign.  At  length,  on  the  evening  of  the 
28th,  we  arrived,  with  great  labour,  at  the  fite 
of  in  old  kraal;  which  appeared  to  have  been 
long  abandoned,  and  where  we  pitched  our 
camp. 

The  fituation  was  fo  pleafant,  that  I  could 
not  refift  the  temptation  of  makitig  a  ftay  there. 
A  few  paces  from  our  camp  was  a  little  wood, 
through  which  ran  a  gentle  ftream,  that  afr 
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ifrrcfed  water  for  tis  and  our  cattle,  and  added 
infinitely  tg  the  beauty  of,  the  place.  Every 
moment  flocks  of  thofe  ring  groufe  arrived 
which  I  have  elfewhere  fhentioned.  I  tilled 
them  by  dozens ;  and  the  fport  was  fo  pro- 
<du£Hve,  that,  dutirig  my  three  days  abode 
there,  it  in  part  furnifhed  fubfifterice  for  all  mf 
troop.  The  trees  around  were  covered  with, 
birds  dt  different  kinds.  There  were  even 
fome  that  were  new  to  me,  dnd  that  fervid  to 
inereafe  my  colie&ioii. 

Meanwhile  fome  Lefs  Nimiqtias^  informed 
of  my  arrival  in  their  canton,  came  to  vifit  me, 
and  offer  me  fheep  in  exchange  fot  tobacco* 
fttom  them  I  heard,  for  the  firft  time,  of  thd 
accident  that  had  befallen  Pillar ;  who,  after 
having  fo  much  vexed  me  on  the  road,  had  at 
length  patted  from  me,  feven  or  eight  ctldntha 
-  prior  to  this  period  of  my  travels. 

Having  offended  a  horde  near  fahich  he  was 
encamped,  he   had   nearly  been  the  vi&itii 
©f  his  imprudetice.     His  oxen  had  been  taken 
away,  his  waggon  plundered,  his  Hottentots  ' 
killed  with  poifoned  arrows,  afid  he  hlmfelf 
Would  have  loft  his  life,  if  he  had  not  had  the 
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addrefs  to  conceal  himfelf  till  he  found  an  op- 
portunity of  reaching  the  colony. 

Notwithftanding  the  reafons  1  had  to  be  of* 
fended  with  him,  I  could  not  avoid  pitying 
his  fate.  I  little  thought  at  that  moment  that 
a  misfortune  of  another  kind,  but  ftill  mora 
alarming,  awaited  us  all. 

By  encamping  on  the  fue  of  the  kraal,  I 
fought  to  confole  myfelf  for  my  fatigues.  The 
coolnefs  of  the  wood,  the  water  by  which  it 
was  walhed,  the  various  flowers  that  adorn* 
ed  it,  of  which  the  fragrance  delighted  my 
fenfes — every  thing,  in  fhort,  feemed  to  con- 
cur in  fixing  me  for  a  while  in  this  enchant* 
ing  abode.  It  was  .apparently  an  elyfium; 
but,  alas !  hell  itfelf  was  fituated  by  its  fide. 
We  encamped  on  an  efplana^e,  about  four 
hundred  feet  in  circumference,  and  fmooth 
as  if  it  had  been  levelled  by  art;  but.it 
had  long  ferved  as  a  fold  for  the  cattle  of  the 
horde. 

The  excrements  of  the  animals,  gradually 

.accumulating,  had  at  length  formed  a  layer 

feveral  feet  thick,  which,  brayed  by  their  hoofs 

and  moiftened  with  their  urine  and  the  rain, 
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was  become  a  ftratum  of  turf*  a  fulphureous 
and  inflammable  foil. 

No  one  had  attended  to  this  j  no  Otie  in- 
deed could  have  well  perceived  it;  for  the- 
whole  fpot  on  which  we  encamped  was  com- 
pletely covered  with  a  few  inches  of  finefand, 
which  had  been  conveyed  thither  by  the  wind. 
But  no  fooner  had  we  lighted  our  nocturnal 
fires  thai*  they  communicated  to  the  dried 
dunghill  underneath  its  covering,  and,  fecfetly 
,  pervading  the  mafs  and  penetrating  it  in  every 
direction,  at  laft  ittflamed  the  whole.  In  pro- 
portion as  it  burned  and  was  converted  to 
afhes,  it  funk  down,  and  thereby  occasioned 
vacuities  which,  affording  a  paffage  to  the  air, 
increafed  and  fpread  the  combuftion.  At 
length,  about  the  middle  of  the  night,  the  con- 
flagration burft  forth,  the  tkmes  made  their 
appearance,  and  they  who  firft  perceived  them 
gave  the  alarm  of  fire  to  waken  the  reft  and 
procure  affiftance. 

I  was  afleep  in  my  waggon:  their  cried 
fuddenly  awaked  me;  and  the  reader  may 
judge  of  my  fright,  upon  feeing  twenty  piliar* 
of  fire  attending  from  the  midft  of  my-  (amp, 
my  Hottentots  removing  thej^huts,' bowling 
B  b  2  lika 
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like  fo  many  fpirits  of  the  damned,  and  run** 
ning  through  the  flames  to  colled  my  cattle,: 
which  could  not  move  a  ftep  without  finking 
into  the  ground,  and  occafioning  the  iflue  of 
fre(h  flames. 

If  extraordinary  ideas  fuggeft  themfclves  at 
fuch  a  moment;  it  is  furely  excukble;  parti- 
cularly if  a  perfon  behold,  for  the,  firft  time* 
fo  tremendous  a  phenomenon,  and  it  burfi; 
«n  him  fuddenly,  and  with  an  alarm,  in  the 
middle,  of  the  night.  My  firft  thought  was, 
that  a  volcano  had  juft  opened  under  our 
feet,  and  .that  we  were  in  the  very  centre  of 
Us  crater. 

The  fire,  however,  had  not  yet  reached  me* 
My  three  waggons  were  to  windward,  and  by 
a  lucky  accident  appeared  to  be  in  no  danger 
for  the  moment.  Accordingly  my  people, 
called  to  me  to  remain  quietly  where  I  was, 
and  not  be  uneafy.  Some  of  them  were  ao 
quainted  with  fuch  fires,  either  from  their  awa 
experi^ice  or  fro«n  heariky,  fo  that  their  heads 
were  not  bewildered,  and  they  were  capable 
of  giving  efieftual  affiftance  rthere  it  was  ne* 
ceflary •  >  All  the  men  and  womeb  immediately 
bid  hold  of  my  waggons,  and  dragged  them 
i    .  -  fo 
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ib  far  as  to  have  refpe&ing  them  nothing  to 
apprehend 

fortunately  no  perfon  was  loft,  and  my 
oxen  only  fuffered  hy  the  accident  Several  of 
them  were  lamed  by  confiderable  barns,  and 
one  perifiied  in  the  flames,  without  its  being 
in  our  power  to  afford  him  afliftance. 

To  behold  this  huge  animal  ftruggling  in 
the  midft  of  the  conflagration,  the  fury  of 
which  was  increafed  by  his  violent  plunging, 
was  a  fight  at  once  dreadful  and  fublime  !  The 
diftant  air  rang  with  his  cries.  He  foon  ex- 
pired. The  fire  was  fo  ftrong,  that  he  was 
roafted  to  the  very  entrails ;  and  when  it  was 
extinguifhed,  my  people  ate  his  remains,  with* 
out  any  farther  preparation. 

Warned  by  the  fatal  accident  that  might 
have  befallen  me,  I  cannot  too  ftrongly  recom- 
mend to-thofe  who  may  travel  in  Africa,  never 
to  encamp  on  old  deferted  kraals.  Had  the 
wind  blown  towards  the  fide  where  I  was 
fituated,  there  is  no  doubt  but  the  flames  would 
foon  have  communicated  to  my  waggons ;  and 
it  is  more  than  probable  that,  as  I  flept  in 
the  one  which  contained  my  whole  ftock  of 
powder,  I  fl^ould  have  been  blown  up  and 
3  b  3  deftroyed, 
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deftroyed,  and  perhaps  too  before  my  people 
had  perceived  the  fire. 

•  The  greater  part  of  the  night  was  fpent  in 
removing  the  camp  to  frefh  ground.  Our 
.  oxen,  affrighted  at  the  uproar,  and  ftill  moire 
at  theikmesjdifpecfed  themfelves  in  the  wood, 
from  which  we  had  great  difficulty  to  diflodge 
them  and  colled  them  round  us. 

Returning ;  our  journey,  we  travelled-  feven 
leagues  weft  by  fQjith :  but,  the  road  being 
execrable,  I  again  approached  the  river  by 
turning  to  the  north-Weft.  After  proceeding 
four  hours  in  this  direction,  we  arrived  at  the 
entrance  of  a  pafs,  at  the. end  of  which  I  per- 
ceived a  little  fquare  houfe,  covered  with 
thatch,  and  of  which  the  mud- walls  were  neat- 
ly toade  and  in  good  condition.      \ 

It  is  impoflible  to  exprefs  the  uneafinefs  I 
felt  at  the  fight  of  this  cottage.  I  feared  that 
tI  fhould  find  there  a  fecond  Bernfry,  or  another 
;  Matthew  Moodel :  but,  on  my  approach,  I 
Taw  with  fetisfa&ion  that  the  houfe  was  at 
prefent  without  an  owner;  and  in  confequence 
I  took  pofleffion  of  it,  and  pitched  my,  camp 
there, 
Near  the  houfe  was  a  ipring  of  tolerably  goo<} 
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Water;  arid  behind  it  a  little  garden  gone  to 
wafte,  but  which,  amid  the  weeds  that  began 
to  overran  .it,  ftill  contained  lettuces,  peafe^ 
pumpions,  and  other  culinary  vegetables." 
The  pafture  around  appeared  excellent ;  and 
the  Orange  flowed  at  a  fmalidiftance  from  it. 
In  fhort,  the.folit&ry  who  had  ereded,  his  her- 
mitage there  had  chofen  a  fpot  equally  fertile 
and  pleafant :  but  I  was  furprifed  to  fee  it  un- 
inhabited and  abandoned;  and  I  a&ed  Klaas 
Bafter,  who,  knowing  the  country,  might  be 
acquainted  with  the  caufe,  if  he  could  account 
fbrtbecircumftance.  . 

He  informed  mc  that  the  houfehad  been 
built  by  my  hon eft  friend  Scboenmaker;  who, 
in  his  wandering  life,  had  made,  in  this  man* 
ner,  different  fettlements  on  the  banks  of  the 
Orange;  and  that  he  had  quitted  this  to  re- 
move from  the  neighbourhood  of  Bertifry  and 
MoodcL,  who  he  was  aware  owed  him  nogood- 
wilL.   . 

•  I  fhall  ifpeak  farther  on  of  an  unfortunate 

family  that  I  met  in  the  defert  on  my  return 

to  the  Cape,  and  to  whom  I  recommended  to 

Occupy  thisdeferted  retreat.  ?  If  they  followed 
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pay  advice ;  if,  retired  to  this  <?0fner  of  the 
f^rth,  they  have  found  an  eud  of  their  misfor- 
tunes, and  enjoy  that  peace  and  tranquillity 
prhich  the  world  cannot  give,  they  will  re* 
member  my  name.  It  is  pleating  to  utter  the 
pame  of  a  good  man.  The  names  of  the  op- 
preflbr,  the  traitor,  and  the  affaflin,  imprint,  on 
the  contrary,  a  lading  horror,  which  converts 
the  moft  peaceful  abode  into. the  dwelling  of 
wretchednefs  and  apprehenfioa.  But  I  have 
quitted  the  defer?*  of  Africa,  in  which  I  Oifegfct 
for  ever  to  have  remained. 

Having  fixed  ourfelve&'ip  the  huf  and  fw> 
sounding  valley^  I  went  to  examine  the  ftate 
ipf  the  river.  It  continued  to  falL  ks  water 
was  already  much  lefe  turhjd,  and  the  hippo* 
potamufes  began  to  re- appear.  We  immediately 
fet  about  hunting  thefe  amphibious  animah ; 
9&d  the  fame  day  we  killed  one,  which  afibrd* 
ad  an  ample  ftock  of  provision  for  my  tooegfc 

Intending  as  I  did  to  begin  a  third  journey, 
1  was  very  defiroua  of  examining  the  ctiuife  of 
the  river,  a&d  tracing  it  to  its  mouth.  But 
the  difficulties  wq  had  already  experienced 
rtpdedng  thwfcheme  impfc*#icabie>  atleaft 
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m$h  my  waggons  and  all  my  caravan,  I  took 
the  refolutiqft  of  making  this  little  excurfioii 
#0  fc^twith  a  few  omiy  of  my  people. 

The  jcmrfcey  cotfid  not  be  otherwife  than 
v$ry  fatiguing ;  but  it  would  take  me  only  a 
fortnight.  Accordingly,  encumbering  myfdf 
With  ix>  baggage,  I  took  with  me  four  of  my 
hunters,  of  whom  RIaas  was  one,  a  few  of  mf 
tfagvandletoff. 

.  My  dcfign  being,  as  I  have  faid,  to  recon- 
noitre the  Orange,  I  travelled  very  fcrqpukrofly 
along  ks  banks,  without  ever  deviating  from 
them*  mdefe  compelled  to  make  a  circuit  by 
high  or  fteep  rocks  intervening.  After  a  few 
days  march  we  (fifcovered  ail  ifland,  which  I 
was  arprious  to  vtfit,  in  the  hope  of  finding 
there  fome  new  obje&  to  gratify  my  curiofityv 

My  companions  had  no  difficulty  about  the 
pafiage,  all  the  favages  being  excellent  fwitft* 
men*  For  my  part,  I  had  rtcourfe  to  the 
fame  means  as  I  had  employed  before  in  croff- 
ing  Elephant^River,  beftriding  the  trunk  of 
a  tree,  while  fome  of  my  fwimmers  drew  it 
along  before,  and  the  others  pufhed  it  behind. 
The  firft  time  I  tried  this  expedient,  it  had 
nearly  coft  me  my  life  j  but  on  this  occafion 
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the  paflage  was  fhort,-  and  I  was  too  faf  frdfll 
the  fca  to  have,  any  -thing  to  dread. 

Though  the  iflahd  appeared  to  contain  no 
filing  creature,  we  found  fcveral  hippopcta- 
mufes  concealed  in  it^  whence  I  give  it  the 
name  of  Hippopotamus  Ifland.  The  mo» 
nvent  we  appeared,  fome  of  thefe  anpnafebeiqj* 
al?urn&ed  ruflbed  into  the  riven 

One  of  them  happening  to  come  in  the  way 
of  Klaas,  he  fired,  artd  kiHed  it  on  the  fpot. 
It  was  a  young  one*.  JBut  the  report  of  the 
gun  routed  Mother*  ;  •  and  in  left  than  a  aninote 
lffaw  more  than  a  dozen,  ofallagesJaod  fizes, 
run  to  -the  water,  and  dxfappear  ia  4K  inftant. 
I  could  never  have.beUeved  that  an  {animal  Jb 
unwieldy  on  land  ibould  poflefs  in  the  water 
fuch  furprifipg  agiUty# 

To  pafs  the  night  in  the  ifland.  would  f  not 
have  been  prudent  in  me.  I  was  too  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  rivets  of  Africa,  and  parti- 
cularly the  Orange,  which  by  a  fudden: aug- 
mentation might  furprife  and  overwhelm  us 
in  the  fhort  fpace  of  only  a  few  hours.  ..  Ac- 
cordingly,  having  cut  a  few  morals  from  our 
hippopotamus  to  fupply  us  ;with  fteaks  for  our 
/upper,  we  croffed  the  other  jnra  of  the  river, 
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and  went  to  fpend  the  night  on  the  right  bank, 
fufficiently  diftarit,  if  an  inundation  took  place^ 
to  have  nothing'  to  apprehend. 

My  defigh  was  to  return  to  the  ifland  next 
taorning.  But  at  fun-rife  we  perceived  avail 
herd  of  elephants,  which  made  us  alter  our  re- 
folutiori.  There  were  at  leaft  a  hundred  of 
thefe  animals ;  and  many  of  them  had  fuch 
fine  tufks  as  to  afford  a  ftrong  temptation  to 
my  hunters. 

As  they  were  within  (hot,  we  fent  a  few 
balls  after  them,  which  put  them  to  flight,  and 
we  immediately  purfued  them:  not  that  we 
could  hope  to  overtake  them  5  but  fome  of 
them  rauft  have  been  wounded,  and  we  hoped 
a  few  might  be  wounded  mortally.  In  fa& 
we  perceived  feveral  traces  of  blood,  which 
ferved  to  guide  us  in  -our  purfuit,  and  which 
we  followed  great  part  of  the  day.  But  at 
length,  the  fun  beginning  to  decline,  I  rwa$ 
afraid  night  would  furprife  me  in  the  midflr  of 
the  defert,  and  we  regained  the  banks  of  the 
Orange*  • 

The  fay  ages  term  this  river  the  traitor  ;  and 
nothing  indeed  can  be  more  treacherous  than  its 
(Udden  fwellings.  Frequently,  when  its  waters 
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are  at  the  loweft,  it  will  rile  within  the  ipacc  pf 
four-and-twenty  hours  tp  the  extreme  of  it* 
higheft  flood.  Sometimes,  too,  its  inundation* 
continue  for  fix  weeks  or  two  months  together. 
Now  this  I  had  to  apprehend ;  and  if  the  ac- 
cident had  happened,  it  would  have  rendered 
my  return  to  the  camp  at  the  deferted  houfe  of 
Schoenmaker,  where  I  had  left  my  waggons, 
by  no  means  eafy. 

I  deemed  it  prudent,  therefore,  tp  return  to 
the  river  without  delay.  In  truth,  diftant  from 
it  as  we  were,  we  were  obliged  to  haften  our 
inarch,  which,  after  the  extreme  fatigue  of  a 
day  fpent  in  the  chace  and  without  food,  was 
a  fevere  toil.  However,  we  reached  it  before 
night ;  and  the  next  day  we  fwam  over,  again 
to  the  ifland. 

On  our  landing  we  repaired  direflly  to  the 
hippopotamus,  with  an  intention  to  procure 
from  it  a  farther  fupply  of  food.  On  its  car- 
cafe  was  a  fupcrb  vulture,  eagerly  employed  in 
devouring  it.  As  I  had  never  beheld  one  fo 
large,  my  joy  may  eafily  be  conceived.  But 
this  joy  was  detrimental  to  the  accuracy  of  my 
aim ;  for,  in  my  eagernefs,  I  (hot  too  much  on 
qne  fide,  and  wounded  it  but  (lightly* 
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-  Though  k  had  already  gorged  itfctf  With  a 
ccmfidcrahle  quantity  of  flefh  (for,  upon  open* 
iagit,  I  found  inks  ftomach  no  lefs  a  quantity 
than  fix  pounds  and  half),  yet  its  hunger  and 
voracity  were  fuch,  that  it  ftruck  its  beak  into 
the  earcaie  when  attempting  to  take  wing,  ad 
if  defutma  of  carrying  the  whole  of  it  away« 

On  the  other  hand,  the  weight  of  the  flefh 
it  had  devoured,  rendering  it  the  more  heavy, 
it  could  not  eafily  rife ;  fo  that  we  had  time 
to  reach  it  before  it  was  on  the  wing,  and  we 
endeavoured  to  knock  it  on  the  head  with  the 
butt-end*  of  our  mu(ket&.  It  defended  itfelf 
a  long  time  with  great  intrepidity.  It  bit  oc 
ftruck  at  our  weapons  with  its  beak,  and  its 
ftrength  was  ftill  fo  great  that  every  ftroka 
made  a  mark  on  the  barrel  of  the  piece.  It  wa» 
fcbdued,  however ;  and  the  great  pleafure 
afforded  me  by  the  pofleffion  anijly  recom* 
peofed  all  the  labour  and  fatigue  of  my  little 
eacurfion. 

This  vulture,  now  in  my  colle&ion,  and 
mnqueftionably  the  moil  beautiful  of  its  genus, 
forms  a  new  fpecie*,  hkherto  wholly  unknown. 
It  k  more  than  three  feet  high,  and  eight  oc 
nine  in  breadth  cjf  wing..    Its  ftrength  muft 
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have  been  very  confiderable*  if  we  may  jiidgtf 
from  itst  mufcles  and  finews;  and  I  am  per* 
iiiaded  there  is  not  a  ftronger  among  the  whole 
Crfder  of  carnivorous  birds,  not  excepting  the 
famous  condor,  which  fo  many  travellers  have 
feen,  but  of  which  their  defcriptions  are  fa 
different  as  to  render  its  exiftence  extremely 
doubtful.  Thus  much  at  Ieaft  is  certain-— there 
is  no  bird  of  this  kind  in  any  known  collection* 
and  no  naturalift  living  can  affirm  that  he  has 
feen  it.     It  would  feem   that   all  travellers, 
from  their  defire  of  fpeaking  of  this  bird,  have 
been  fure  to  fee  it,  one  at  Peru,  another  in  the 
South  Sea,  a  third  in  Africa,  apd  fo  on.     In 
fliort,  it  has  been  met  with  every  where  :  and 
BufFon,  ingenious  in  finding  fimilitudes,  dif- 
covers  it  in  every  very   large  bird  mentioned 
by  thefe  men,  notwithftanding  the  little  agree* 
nient  between  their  defcriptions  *.    . 

I  too  might  eafily  have  fpoken  of  a  con- 
dor; for  I  have  feen  many  large  birds  of 
prey,  and  among  thofe  which  I  have  prefer* 
vedt  there  are  more  than  one  that  I  might 
eafily  have  made  pafs  with  the  credulous  for 
this  carrier-off  of  fheep  \  but,  whatever  fuch 
*  *  See  Buffon's  Nat.  Hift.  of  Birdg^voL  L  article  condo*. 
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romancers  may  fay,  who  affirm  they  have 
.feen  flieep  taken  up  into  the  air  by  condors,  I 
.maintain  that  there  is  not  a  bird  known  capa- 
ble of  carrying  away  in  its  talons  an  animal  of 
Xo  confiderable  a  fize.  Be  this  as  it  mayt 
the  following  is  a  defcrijition  of  my  African 
vulture,  which  I  have,  not  only  feen,  but 
brought  away,  and  which  is  ftill  preferred  in 
my  colle&ion. 

Its  feathers,  the  general  hue  of  which  is  a 
light  brown,  are  of  a  particular  kind  on  the 
bread,  belly,  and  (ides,  where  they  are  of  un- 
equal lengths,  pointed,  curved  like  the  blade 
of  a  fabre,  and  brittle  up  diftind  from  each 
Mber.  The  feathers  beirig;  thus  (eparated 
.\yould  difclofe  to  view  the  fkin  on  the  breaft, 
if  it  were  not  completely  covered  with  a  very 
thick  and  beautiful  white  down,  which  is  eafily 
feen  between  the  ruffled  plumage, 

A  celebrated  naturalift  has  faid  that  "  no 
"  bird  has  eyelafhes,  01;  eyebrows,  or  at  kjaft 
"  hair  round  the  eyes  like  that  in  quadra- 
* 4  peds."  This  aflertion,  advanced  as  a  general 
law  of  nature,  is  a  miftake.  Not  only  the  bird 
of  which  I  am  fpeaking  has  this  peculiarity, 
but  we  know  of  many  othqr  fpecies  in  which 
'   '  4  * 
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it  exifts;  fuch  as  in  general  all  the  calads,  the 
lecretary,  and  feveral  other  bird*  of  prey.  Ite 
fide  thefe  eyelafhes,  the  vulture  in  queftion 
has  ftiff  black  hairs  on  its  throat.  All  the  head 
And  part  of  the  neck  are  bare  of  feathers ;  and 
the  naked  (kin,  which  is  'of  a  reddifh  co- 
lour, is  dafhed  in  certain  places  with  blue,  vio- 
let, and  white.  The  ear,  in  its  external  ctf-* 
cumference,  is  bounded  by  a  proiqineht  ikin, 
which  forms  a  fort  of  rounded  conch,  that 
snuft  neceflarily  heighten  the  faculty  of  hear- 
ing in  this  fpecies.  This  kind  of  conch  is 
prolonged  for  fome  inches,  and  'defcends  down 
the  neck/  which  has  induced  me  to  give  it  the 
epithet  of  oricou,  a  name  that  I  featl  retain  is 
my  hiftory  of  birds,  where  I*  fhall  give  a  mi- 
nute defcription  of  it.  In  the  mean  time  I 
fhall  infert  here  an  accurate  figure  of  this  rare 
vulture. 

*  Eagerto  prepare  my  oricou,  I  quitted  the 
ifland  before  funfet,  and  haftened  to  the  left 
bank  of  the  Orange,  there  to  pafs  the  night. 
The  ne*t  day  I  continued  my  journey,  ffitfi 
following  the  courfe  of  the  river. 
•  Apprehensive  of  wanting' food,  we  carried 
away  with  ue  a  portion  of  our  hippopotamus 
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But  tti£  precaution  wa$  tmrieceflarjf.  Ai  we 
approached  the  niouth  of  the  rivei8,  we!  found 
Upon  it  an  infinite  multitude  of  grtrofe,  flamin- 
goes, pintedoes,  geefe,  ducks,  and  other  birds  of 
different  ipecies.  The  number  was  even  fo  great* 
that  we  made  no  provifiori,  gave  ourfelves  no 
concern  inthe  morning  for  what  we  fliould  fup 
upon  at  night. 

I  found  alio,  among  thele  birds  intended  for 
our  table,  fome  not  unworthy  to  form  a  part 
of  my  collection.  Thefe  I  prepared  on  the 
fpot ;  and,  that  they  might  not  become  too 
troublefome  from  the  number  of  the  packets, 
I  fluffed  them  into  the  belly  of  my  oricou, 
which  thus  ferted  me  as  a  portmanteau. 

The  trees  were  full  of  a  particular  kind  of 
monkeys,  of  which  alfo  Pwas  defirous  of  pro* 
curing  one  for  my  coHe&ion.  But  thefe  ani- 
mals were  too  cunning  j  and,  in  fpite  of  all 
tjie  fttatagems  we  employed,  we  could  never 
get  within  fhot  of  tjiem. 
.  On  out  way  we  met  frith  three  ttbtttfntots, 
tvho  Were  much  furprifed  at  feeing  us.  One 
of  them  fpdke  fluently  the  Dutch  language, 
having  lived  a  long  time  in  the  colony*  By 
them  we  were  informed,  that  we  had  at  leaft 
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four  days  journey  before  we  could  reach  the 
mouth  of  the  river ;  that  there  we  fhould  rua 
great  rifle  of  being  maflacred  by  the-  Bofh* 
men,  who  were  numerous  in  all  thofe  parts; 
and  that  we  fhould  find  the  country,  as  we 
proceeded,  more  arid  than  any  we  had  yet 
feen.  I  have  always  fufpe&ed  thattthefe  men 
were  themfelves  fome  of  the  Bofhmen,  of 
whom-  they  wifhed  to  infpire  us  with  fear. 
They  had  no  doubt  their  reafons  for  endea- 
vouring to  prevent  us  from  advancing  farther, 
where  their  horde  probably  was;  but  we  could 
never  learn  whence  they  came,  or  what  brought 
then*  to  the  place  where  they  found. us-  Thus 
much  is  certain — the  firft  of  thefe  men  that  per- 
ceived us  endeavoured  to.conceal  himfelf,  waa, 
very  lineafy  when  we  difcovered  him,  and  it 
was  not  till  fome  minutes  after  that  we  found 
there  were  three  of  them.  They  had  all  ar- 
rows which  were  poifoned*  and  each  carried, 
befides,  an  aflagay,  the  point  of  which  was 
formed  of  a  well-fharpened  fifh-bonp .  This 
adventure  excited  fufpicions  ifi  our  littfoparty* 
Too  weak  to  brave  every  danger,  we  hfiH  a 
council;  and,  as  the  time  I.  had  intended  tobc- 
ftowon  our  excurfion  was  expired,  we  unani- 
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moufly  agreed  to  return,  and  repair  diredkly  to 
the  camp  the  way  we  had  come*  As,  how- 
ever, it  would  have  been  very  imprudent  to 
place  Any  confidence  in  thefe  three  men,  who 
appeared  to  us  in  fo  very  equivocal  a  light,  I 
compelled  them  to  follow  us  till  we  were  nearly 
arrived.  In  confequence  we  feized  all  their 
arms,  promifing  to  do  them  no  injury,  and 
that  they  fhould  infallibly  be  returned  to  them. 
They  delivered  up  their  weapons  with  a  good 
grace,  but  not  without  difplaying  fymptoms  of 
fear,  and  afluring  us  we  had  nothing  to  ap- 
prehend, and  that  they  had  no  ill  defign. 
Though  we  profeffed  to  believe  them,  I  deem- 
ed it  prudent  to  a£t  in  this  manner,  left  they 
fliould  be  fpies  fent  to  get  information  of  our 
numbers  and  ftrength. 

I  much  regretted  this  termination  of  my  ex- 
curfion,  by  which  I  was  prevented  from  feeing 
the  mouth  of  Orange-River,  the  geographical 
fituation  of  which  Paterfon  has  laid  down  in 
his  travels  on  the  authority  of  Colonel  Gordon. 
He  places  it  in  the  latitude  of  2 8°  3 37;  and  its 
longitude  "differs but  little,"  he  fays,  "  from 
that  of  the  Cape." 

As  I  had  lived  ia  the  fame  houfe  with 
C.c  2  Gordo 
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Gordon,  and  had  always  obfertred  him  fcru- 
puloufly  exa£t  in  his  refearches  and  operations, 
I  confefs  I  could  find  nothing  like  his  ftyle  in 
this  phrafeology ;  and  I  was  the  more  furprifed, 
as,  according  to  all  the  beft  maps,  this  pretended 
differs  but  little  is  a  difference  in  reality  of  at 
leaft  thirty  leagues.    I  fuppofe,  therefore,  Pa- 
tcrfoil's  memory  to  have  failed  him,  and  that, 
not  recolle&ing  the  Colonel's  exadt  expreffion, 
be  fubftituted  in  its  dead  a  vague  and  errone- 
ous expreffion  of  his  own. 
.    After  declaring  to  ©ur  prifoners  that  we 
would  (hoot  them  without  heiitation  if  they 
attempted  to  efcape,  we  returned  towards  the 
camp  the  way  we  had  agreed.     On  the  road, 
the  Hottentot  of  the  colony,  of  whom  I  have 
fpoken,  had  the  appearance  of  retaining  his 
ttfual  tranquillity  ;   but  his  two  comrades  dis- 
played confiderable  erabarraffoient  and  dejec* 
tion.    At  night  they  feemed  to  take  heart  a 
little,  converted  with  us,  and  gave  themfetvc* 
out  for  LefsNimiquas,  whofe  language  in  £a$ 
they  fpoke*    This  did  not  pi^veat  my  watch- 
ing them ;  they  might  be  Lefs  Nimiquas^and 
yet  at  the  fame  time  be  Boflitjoea  or  malefac- 
tors }  for  I  haye  ak&dy'retowlked  more  than 

once, 


Digitized  by 


Gctogle 


AFRICA,  3% 

once,  that  the  Bofhmen  tn  general  are  vaga- 
bonds of  every  nation,  who  aflbciate  together 
to  rob  and  plunder  all  travellers  indifcrimi- 
nately. 

Before  we  retired  to  fleep,  I  ordered  that 
fome  one  fliould  keep  watch  till  midnight,  and 
then  that  another  fhould  take  his  place  till 
break  of  day.  Klaas  took  the  firft  watch,  and 
was  relieved  by  another,  who  probably  fell 
afleep,  for  towards  day  one  of  my  people  cried 
to  arms,  and  awakened  us  in  hade.  He  was 
ftniggliag  with  one  of  the  Lefs  Nimiquas,  who 
attempted  to  take  from  him  his  fufee;  but 
we  no  fooner  appeared,  than  the  Nimiqua  let 
go  his  hold,  and  ran  off  with  fpeed.  His  com- 
rade was  already  gone.  The  Hottentot  we 
flopped.  I  ordered  his  hands  to  be  tied  btf- 
,  hind  him,  and  his  legs  to  be  bound,  fo  that 
be  could  not  run  away  and  efcape  from  us. 
While  we  were  thus  fettering  him,  he  call- 
ed to  his  two  comrades  with  all  his  might; 
but  they  took  care  not  to  return.  He  pro- 
tefted  his .  innocence,  and  declared  he  had 
no  concern  in  the  plot  either  of  running 
away  or  robbing  us  of  our  fire-arms.  We  pre- 
tended to  believe  him ;  but  in  the  mean  time 
C  c  3  I  did 
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I  did  net  let  himlopfe  on  the  credit  of  his  vr$td. 
I  promifed,  however,  that  no  harm  fhould  be 
done  him,  unlefs  an  attack  were  made  upon  us, 
when  he  might  be  aflured  he  fhould  be  the 
firft  vi#im*  This  little,  no&urnal  adventure 
convincing  us. that  we  had  really  reafon  to  be 
apprehenfive  of  the  Bofhmen,  we  took  the  re- 
solution of  quitting  the  trees  hy  the  river's 
fide  and  matching  acrofs .  the  plain,  where, 
;being  more  open,  we  ran,lefe  rifque  of  being 
;furprifed. ..  Our  fettered  Hottentot  retarded 
(Our  progrefsconfiderably,  fp  that  we  were  obli- 
ged .tb  untie  his  legs  in  order  to  advance  with 
:groater  fpeed.  Wbei>  we  were  four  leagues 
-from  the  camp,  night  overtook  us ;  and,  not- 
dwithftanding.  our  wifh  to  arrive  there  as  foon 
.as  poffible,;we  were  obliged  to. halt,  being 
^completely  -fatigue^  with  thejourpey  of  thq 
.day,  in  which  we  had  travelled  at  leaft  a  dozen 
.leagues  over  a  fandy  country, .  and  unfheltered 
;from  the  beams  of  a  fcorching  fun.  Having 
takjenall  neceffary  precautions  to  prevent  the 
.efcape  of  our  prif6ner, ,  we  pafled  the  night  in 
perfect  quiet  At  dayrbreak,  having  nothing 
more  to  fear  from  his  connexions  as  we  were 
fo  nigh  the  caipp,  I  ordered  him  be  unbound 
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ind  fet  at  liberty,  advifing  him,  however,  not 
to  appear  again  near  any  place  where  I  was 
travelling.  Refuming  our  way,  we  arrived  at 
the  camp  at  an  early  hour. 

I  found  there  a  Kaminouqua  chief,  a  man 
in  years,  with  about  twenty  of  his  people,  who 
waited  to  pay  his  refpedts  to  me,  and  offer  me 
a  live  ant-bear,  which  he  had  juft  caught.  This 
animal,  very  difficult  to  be;;procured,  and  by  no 
means  cortimon  in  cabinets  of  natural  hiftory, 
hides  itfelf  in  the  ground^  and  hunts  oriy  by 
night;  Like  thofe  of  Guiana  and  other' Jtnown 
countries,  it  lives  entirely  on  ants.  It  attacks 
even  the  termites  in  their  fubterranean  retreats  ; 
and  nature  has  given  it  long  broad  claws,  a 
little  erooked,  both  on  the  fore  ahd  hind  feet, 
with  which  it  opens  and  breaks  to  pieces  their 
liefts,  and  with  which  it  (figs  its  own  burrow. 

In  the  fhape  as  well  as  in  the  length  of  its 
tongue,  which  was  fixteen  inches,  it  refembled 
&nt*-bears  in  general  j  but  in  other  refpedts  it 
differed  from  them,  particularly  in  having  a 
fmootti  tail,  and  its  body  covered  with  ftiflf 
fhorfc  hair.  This  animal,  which  is  extreme* 
Iy  fat,  is  confidered  by  the  Hottentots  and 
planters  fts  delicious  food,  to  which  no  other 
C  c  4  caa 
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can  be  compared.  The  Kaminouquat  who 
brought  it  to  me  talked  in  the  fame  ftyle*  I 
was  defirous  of  tailing  it  after  at  was  killed  j 
but  I  found  in  it  fuch  a  my&y  %vpur,  and  fo 
execrable  a  tafte  of  ants,  th^t  I  was  obliged 
inftantly  to  fpit  out  the  raorfel  I, put  into  my 
mouth.  What  was  to  me  fo.  difagreeabl^ 
was  the  very  circumftance  that  rendered  it  ex~ 
quifite  to  the  palate  of  (he  forages*  Nor  q 
this  to  be  wondered  at,  fince,  eatiqg  with  eager- 
nefs  the  nymphs  of  ants,  \t  is  oaturaj  they 
Jhould  reitfb  fleih  that  has  a  fimilar  tafte. 

This  ant-bear  is  called  in  the  colonies  erd- 
verken  (earth  bog),  a»4  by  the  jUminowjuaa 

$0UP< 

I  wpyld  gladly  have  treated  the  chief  and   . 

his  companions  with  brandy,  by  w%y  of  &$*fyr 
ing  my  gratitude  for  the  prefent  they  had  made  * 
me :  by  1 1  have  already  (aid,  that,  on  my  return 
fo  pay  pamp  at  Qrauge- River  after  an  excur* 
fioil  of  four  months*  niy  cafts,  ebtrufted  to 
the.  care  ofSwaneppel,  were  almofLempty.  J 
had  filled  four  fxnall  bottles  put  of  what  was 
|eft  by  way  of  referve,  and  the  remainder  I  had 
given  to  my  people,  telling  them  that  they 
*WP,n?4  have  QQ  W>1$  &QV&  W?  ti|)  we  arrived 
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»t  the  colony,  and  that  they  were  at  liberty  to 
drink  it  up  at  once,  or  hulband  it,  juft  as  they 
thought  proper/ 

This  flender  ftore,  which  it  was  neceflary 
for  roe  to .  keep  for  extraordinary  occafions, 
I  could  not  think  of  containing  at  once,  by 
giving  a  bumper  to  each  of  my  gueft*  I  treat- 
ed, therefore,  only  the  chief,  and  four  aged 
Kaminouqua^  whom  I  difiioguifhed  in  the 
troop,  icifendfog  to  recompenfe  the  others  by 
^  prefent  of  fome  toys ;  and  upon  this  occafion 
I  witneflfed  an  a&ion,  as  I  have  elfewhere  men* 
{toned*  that  filled  me  with  admiration  and 
gfteem* 

The  chief,  unwilling  to  enjoy  alone  a  plea- 
iiire  not  ihared  by  his  companions,  his  friends, 
and  brothers,  kept  in  his  mouth  the  liquor 
he  might  have  fwallowed,  and,  approaching 
his  lips  to  theirs,  thus  diftributed  it,  one  after 
another,  among  all  his  people,  referring  for 
.  himfelf  nothing  but  the  feeling  and  the  fla- 
vour. The  four  old  men  followed  his  ex- 
ample ;  and,  by  this  lingular  mode  of  fliaring 
It,  every  one  partook  of  the  gift. 

Men  of  delicacy,  people  of  fafhion,  it  is  to 
ypu  (his  nobis  leffi?n  it  addrcfledl    It  will  ex- 
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cite,  no  doubt,  your  difguft.  Your  cleanly 
mouths,  your  falve-foftened  lips,  would  refufe 
this  fraternal  communication.  For  my  part,  I  \ 
was  moved  even  to  tears,  and  throwing  myfelf 
into  the  arms  of  this  venerable  chief  1  preffed 
kijn  clofely  to  my  heart. 

la  the  courfe  of  my  laft  day's  journey,  1 
had  obferveSd  on  the  way  a  tree,  with  an  enor- 
mous neft  of  thofe  birds  to  which  I  have 
given  the  appellation  of  republicans  j  and  I 
jiad  intended,  as  foon  as  I  arrived  at  my  camp, 
to  fend  and  have  it  cut  down,  that  I  might 
open  the  hive,  and  examine  its  ftru&ure  in  its 
minuted  parts.  Accordingly  I  difpatched  a 
few  men-  tfith  a  waggon*  to  Jniqg  it  ta  me. 
When  it  arrived,  I  cut  it  to  pieces  with  a 
hatchet,  and  faw  that  the  principal  and  fun- 
damental piece  confrfted  of  a  mafs  of  Bofh- 
KBen's  gr?fsr  without  any  .mixture,  but  fo 
compact. and  firmly  knit  together  as  to  be 
impenetrable  to  the  rain.  This  nucleus  is 
the  comraencenient  of  the  ftru&ure ;  and 
each  bird  builds  and  applies  to  it  its  p<a*icular 
neft.  But  thefe  cells  are  -formed  only  beneath 
and  aroynd  the  mafs;  tbe,  upper  furface  re- 
mains void,  .without,  however,  being  ufelefs ; 
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ibr,  as  it  has  a  projecting  rim,  and  is  a  little 

inclined,  it  fervesto  let.  the  water,  jrunflif^  and 

.preferves  each  dwelling  from  the  rain.  Figure 

to  yourfejf  a  huge  irjregular  ma{§#  £h$.  Ayflj»k 

forming  a  kind  of  rpof,  an,d  ajl,  tfef-ot^e?  pwts 

of  the  furface  completely  cQvered  with  sells 

fqueezed  .one  agftinft  another*  aad  you  will 

have  a  tolerably  accurate  Idea  of  thefe  fingulv 

.jpdiflces,    .    -  ,    r  .  ••:..-: 

Each  cell  is  three  or  four  inches  in  diameter, 

which  is  fufficient  for  thp  <bjrd.  '  But  as  chey 

j$$  all  in  contact  with  one  .another  through 

_£he  greater  part  of  fthe  furface  qf  .$e  mat, 

.they  appear  to  the  eye  to  form  but  one  .build* 

iflg,  and  are  diftinguifliabje  from  each  oth?r 

-  oply  by  a  Uttfe  external  aperture,  ^hich,  ftftves 

as  an  entrance  to  the  neft ;  and  even  this  is 

fometimes  common  to  three  different  wefts, 

oi>e  of  which  is  fituated  at  the  bottom*  add 

.  the  other  two  at  the.  fides, 

Paterfon  in  his  travels  mentions  this  fuj^e# 
.  of  natural  hiftory  ;  but  his  attention  being  tqo 
xpuch  employed  by  others  which  were  more 
particularly  interefting  to  him,  he  was  unable 
to  examine  it  with  fufficient  care.  Accord*- 
jngto  him,  the. number  of  cells  increafing  in 
proportion  to  the  increafe  of  inhabitants,  the 
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old  ones  become  "  fleeping-rooms,  and  ftreets 
u  of  communication,  formed  byline  and  level*** 

No  doubt,  as  the  republic  increafes  the  cells 
tnuft  be  multiplied  alio.  But  it  is  eafy  to 
imagine,  that,  as  the  augmentation  can  take 
place  only  on  the  iurface,  the  new  buildings 
will  neceflarily  cover  the  old  ones,  which  muft 
therefore  be  abandoned,  * 

Should  thefe  even,  contrary  to  all  probabi- 
lity, be  able  tojfubfift,  it  may  be  prefumed 
that  the  depth  of  their  fituation,  by  preventing 
any  circulation  and  renewal  of  the  air,  would 
render  them  fo  extremely  hot  as  to  be  uninha- 
bitable. But  while  they  thus  became  ufelefi, 
*hey  would  remain  what  they  were  before, 
real  nefts,  and  change  neither  into  ftreets  nor 
fieeping-rooms  *• 

The  large  neft  that  I  examined,  was  one  of 
'the  moft  confiderable  I  had  any  where  feen  2a 
the  courfe  of  my  journey,  and  contained  thrtq 
hundred  and  twenty  inhabited  cells,  which,  fup* 
poling  a  male  and  female  to  each,  announce  a 
fociety  of  fix  hundred  and  forty  individuals, 

*  We  find  in  Paterfon  a  particular  account  of  the  neft* 
*  in  qu{ftion,  but  nothing  that  at  all  anfwers  to  the  idea  of 
Aeeping-rooms,  which  is  profoMy  a  mifronception  of  thq 
Fren$  tr^nflator.    T. 
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Such  a  calcttlation9  however,  would  not  be 
exa£t,  I  have  fpoken  above  of  birds  among 
which  one  male  is  in  common  to  feveral  fe<* 
males,  becaufe  the  females  are  much  more 
numerous  than  the  males.  The  fame  is  the 
cafe  with  many  other  fpecies,  both  in  the 
environs  of  the  Cape  and  in  the  colony  j  bus 
it  is  particularly  fo  among  the  republicans. 
Whenever  I  have  fired  at  a  flock  of  thefe 
birds**  I  have  always  killed  four  times  as  many 
females  as  males. 

For  the  reft,  thefe  birds  have  nothing  very 
remarkable  in  their  plumage*  It  is  an  uniform 
brown  grey,  diverfified  by  a  few  black  fpots 
on  the  fides,  and  a  large  patch  of  the  fame  co« 
lour  on  the  throat.  The  male  is  a  little  larger 
than  the  female  j  in  other  refpe&s  they  exa&ly 
refemble  each  other.         * 

It  often  happens  that  one  republic  is  ex- 
pelled by  another.  This  may  eafily  be  con- 
ceived ;  and  I  have  already  had  occafion  to 
remark,  that  I  had  feen  one  of  their  towns 
become  the  conqueft  of  a  troop  of  little 
parrots* 

The  birds  that  commit  thefe  depredations 
jure  thofe  which,  like  the  barbels,  pies,  titmice, 
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and  the  parrots  I  have  juft  mentioned,  pofle& 
a  fuperiority  in  offenfive  Weapons,  by  the 
ftrength  df  their  bills,  which  the1  weak  and 
unfortunate  proprietdtt  catulor  refift;  '  But' 
amortg  thefe  intruders  are  none  but  fuck  as 
Jnake  their  nefta  in  hflfes,,  or  the  hollows  x& 
trees;  like  the  fpecies  I  have  enumerated. 

The  republicans,  not  being  known  in  the 
colonies,  have  no  Dutch  name.  The  Nhni- 
quas  call  them  in  their  language  anagues^  with 
the  clapping  prefixed. 

1  remained  five  weeks  at  the  hermitage  of 
Schoenmaker.  At  length  I  quitted  it,  tovifit 
a  horde  of  Lefs  Nimiqua?,  about  five  leagues 
from  our  camp,  where  a  grand  hunt  of  fprmg- 
bock  antelopes  was  to  take  place.  The  chief 
had  invited  us  to  be  of  the  party,  not  doubting 
but  our  fire-arms  would  contribute  greatly  to 
its  fuccefs.  T  accepted  the  invitation  with 
pleafure,  as  much  with  a  view  to  render  them 
afervice,  arf  again  to  fee  a  hunt  of  the  nature 
of  thofe  which  I  have  already  had  occafion  to 
mention*  It  was  poffible,  too,  this  might  pre- 
fent  me  with  fome  new  circumftances  and 
particular  manoeuvres.  The  party  was  ap- 
pointed for  the  next  day  j  and  all  were  bufyi 
4  men, 
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men,  women,  and  children,  in  making  the  ne- 
cefTary  preparations.  -  •   *  •* 

At  the  entrance  of  a  defile  formed  by  two 
hills*  two  rows  of  flakes  were  planted ;  which, 
placed  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  each  ether 
like  the  trees  of  a  grove,  gradually  diverged  at 
the  row  lengthened,  till  they  reached  a  cbn- 
ftderable  way  into  the  plain.  The  ftakes  Were 
three  feet  high,  and  had  a  thong  pafled  along ' 
their  tops,  from  one  to  another.  To  this 
thong,  here  and  there,  oftrich  feathers  were 
hung, 

•'But  as  it  would  have  been  impoffible  to 
have  procured  thongs  enough  to  extend  the 
whole  length  of  the  two  rows,  where  they 
were  wanting,  the  ftakes  were  furnifhed  with 
bundles  of  oftrich  feathers,  wings  of  birds, 
ends  of  tails,  pieces  of  fkins,  and  even  whole 
kroffes;  any  thing,  in  fhort,  that  it  was  thought 
might  ferve  to  frighten  the  game. 

The  fnare  began  at  the  very  opening  of  the 
defile,  where  were  dug,  chequerwife,  about 
twenty  pits,  ten  feet  deep  by  fix  or  feven  wide, 
and*  covered  on  the  furface  fo  as  to  be  com- 
pletely hidden,. though  fo  flightly  that  the  leaft 
weight  would  break  In  the  covering.     The 
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ehace  opnftfted  in  making  the  antelopes  erttfef 
between  the  two  rows  offtakes;  once  there, 
they  were  eafily  driven  into  the  defile  where 
the  pits  were  dug*  Such  as  pafled  over  thefe 
fits  without  tumbling  in  fell  into  other  ambuf- 
cades,  where  the  people  of  the  horde  waited 
for  them,  lying  flat  on  their  bellies,  to  fhoot 
them  with  their  arrows,  the  moment  they 
iflued  from  the  defile. 

The  whole  of  the  day  was  employed  irt 
conveying  to  the  place  and  em&ing  the  ap* 
paratus  I  have  defcribed ;  and  the  next  day* 
at  three  in  the  morning,  we  fet  off  for  the 
rendezvous  As  it  was  at  fome  diftance*  we 
d*d  not  arrive  there  till  break  of  day,    I 

mounted  one  of  my  horfes,  and  Klaas  ano* 

i 

ther;  and  I  was  followed  by  fome  of  my 
hunters,  and  all  my  dogs  in  their  leaihes* 
Several  of  tb$  lavages  of  the  horde  remained 
with  me,  while  the  reft  placed  themfelves  irt- 
ambufcade  along  the  palifades*  to  prevent  the 
antelopes  from  leaping  over;  , 

As  the  fun  was  rifing  we  perceived,  about 
half  a  league  from  us,  *  confidetable  heitf  <A 
fpring-bocks  chafed  by  a  party  of  the  favages. 
1  dire&ed  my  people  to  advance  in  file  along 
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one  %of  its  flanks,  that  thereby  the  herd  might 
imperceptibly  be  driven  between  the  (takes. 
We  foon  got  near,  and  began  to  prefs  them 
more  clofely.  At  length*  when  I  Taw  that 
thofe  who  took  the  lead  were  fairly  entered 
into  the  tunnel,  I  and  Klaas  drove  fall  gallop 
after  their  rear,  fhouting  aloud,  and  firing  our 
fufees  and  piftols,  while  my  party  feconded 
us  by  the  difcharge  of  theirs,  and  the  others 
by  their  cries. 

'  This  noife  was  a  fignal  for  the  favages  con- 
cealed near  the  flakes,  who  all  rofe  up,  making 
at  the  fame  time  fuch  a  hideous  yell,  that  the 
uproar  became  tremendous.  The  animals, 
frightened  and  urged  on  all  fides,  prefled  dis- 
orderly upon  one  another,  as  they  fled  in  a 
xolumn,  and  exhibited  an  amufing  fpe&acle. 

Curious  to  know  what ,  pafled  at  the  head 
and  near  the  pits,  I  galloped  thither,'  expect- 
ing to  find  them  filled  by  the  antelope* 
tumbling  in  in  heaps.  But  I  was  deceived. 
Thefe  animals  are  extremely  cunning.  The 
leading  oftes  only  fell  into  the  trap ;  which  the 
reft,  as  foon  as  they  difcovered  it,  efcaped  by 
leaping  over. 

For  mote  than  half  an  hour  that  the  paffage 

Vol.  III.  •  D  d  con- 
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continued,  this  leaping  ceafed  not  a  moment ; 
and  never  did  I  witnefs  a  fpe&acle  fimilar  td 
what  was  afforded  by  thefe  thoufands  of  ani- 
mals, running  like  the.  wind,  and  half  of  them 
at  a  time  in  the  air. 

Some  were  killed  by  our  (hot,  fome  by  our 
dogs,  and  others  ftifled  in  the  throng;  but 
thirty-feven  only  were  found  in  the  pits  ;  and 
even  mod  of  thefe  were  in  the  fiirft  holes* 
The  Nimiquas  alfo  had  wounded  feveral  with 
their  poifoned  arrows  ;  and,  though  thefe  fled 
away  with  the  reft*  they  hoped  foon  to  find 
them. 

This  hunt  did  not  at  all  ftrike  me  as*  being 
very  fuccefsful.  Confidering,  indeed,  the  pre- 
parations that  were  made,  and  the  quantity  of 
game  we  faw,  I  even  thought  it  a  bad  one. 
The  people,  however,  were  of  a  different 
opinion,  and  told  me  that  fo  wonderful  a 
-  one  had  not  been  known,  in  the  memory  of 
man. 

They  commonly  deemed  themfelves  fortu- 
nate if  they  procured  a  dozen  antelopes.  Fre- 
quently they  had  even  the  vexation  not  to  get 
more  than  a  fingle  one;  which  happened  fome-. 
times  when  the  herd  was  fmall,  or  when,  the 
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number  of  people  employed  to  Hart  arid  lie  in 
wait  to  frighten  the  game  being  too  few,  the 
animals,  Ids  terrified,  fled  with  lefs  precipita- 
tion; lb  fuch  cafes  the  leading  antelope  only* 
fell  into  the  fnare  ;  the  reft,  warned  by  his  fall, 
leaped  over  the  pits*  In  fa&,  I  had  perceived 
in  the  pfefent  hunt  the  truth  of  this  remark* 
and  it  may  be  inferred,  that  our  fuccefs  had 
been  chiefly  owing  to  my  gUns  and  my  dogs; 

Our  game  was  now  to  be  conveyed  to  the 
kraal;  but  the  day  being  too  far  advanced, 
we  agreed  to  defer  this  bufinefs  till  the  next 
day,  and  to  fpend  the  night  on  the  field  of 
battle.  We  fent^  however,  for  fome  oxeru" 
At  day-break  they  arrived ;  and  we  returned 
to  the  horde  in  triumph,  attended  by  the  pro- 
duce of  our  chacej 

This  Was  fufficiently  abutidint  to  give  every 
family  reafon  to  rejoice.  Equal  portions  were 
diftributed  to  each,  and  part  was  employed  to 
furniih  out  a  regale*  to  which  the  horde  added 
fome  fat  flieep :  for  among  the  favages  there 
can  be  no  feafting  without  fat,  and  particularly 
that  of  mutton.  The  feaft  was  concluded  by 
a  dance,  which  continued  all  night  j  the  party 
D  d  2  not 
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not  breaking  up  till  the   fun  made  its   ap- 
pearance. 

While  they  were  all  preparing  to  fleep,  I 
took  leave  of  my  guefts,  and  di*e#ed  my  fteps 
acrofs  the  long  Valley  of  Spring- bocks.  The 
valley  had  no  name ;  but  I  fo  called  it  on  ac- 
count of  a  valt  herd  of  thefe  animals,  which  I 
found  there,  and  which  was  more  numerous 
than  any  1  had  ever  feen.  I  am  not  afraid  of 
exceeding  the  truth,  if  I  fay  it  was  compos- 
ed of  fixty  or  eighty  thoufand.  In  fliort, 
the  whole  day  was  fpent  in  travelling  fevett 
leagues,  and  all  the  way  we  faw  nothing  but 
fpring-bocks  before  us,  and  on  every  fide. 
They  feemed  to  fill  the  valley  and  block  up 
the  paflage  againft  us. 

The  next  morning  we  were  able  to  advance 
no  more  than  three  leagues;  but  it  was  for 
another  reaftin.  In  paffing  a  difficult  road, 
one  of  my  waggons  was  overturned*  The 
pole  was  broken,  as  were  three  fpokes  of  the 
hind  wheels  j  and,  to  increafe  our  misfotttme, 
we  were  obliged  to  unload  it  before  we  could 
get  it  up  again. 

.  The  lofs  of  the  pole  was  eafily  fupplied,  as 
•     ■    <  Ihad 
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I  had  a  fpare  one  under  each  waggon :  hut  it 
required  fome  time  to  repair  the  wheel ;  and, 
the 'place  not  being  convenient  for  the  pur* 
pofe,  I'dc&rred  it  till  the  next  day,  A  few 
branches  were  interworen  bet  ween,  the  fpokes 
of  the  wheels  to  fupport  the  broken  ones ;  the 
waggon  was  lightened,  by  diftributing  part  of 
its  load  between  the  other  two ;  and  in  this 
ftate  we  were  able  to  proceed  four  leagues  far- 
ther, and  arrive  on  the  banks  of  a  river,  which 
afforded  us  a  favourable  fituation  for  our  en- 
campment, and  the  repair  of  the  wheel  of  the  * 
carriage.  It  was  the  12th  of  July:  a  me- 
morable day— which  I  lhall  never  forget,  as  I 
wa&then  firft  attacked  by  adifeafe,  which  had 
nearly  coft  ttie  my  .  life :  it  was  memorable 
alfo  on  another  account,  and  I  fhall  always 
recall  it  to  ipind  with  fecret  fatisfa&ion,  for 
it  procured  nie ,  the  pleafure  of  doing  a  good 
a&ion,  and  rendering  a  whole  family  happy. 
On  my  arrival  I  felt  myfelf  not  well ;  I  had 
a  fhivering,  arid  a  great  heavinefs  in  my  head. 
But  thefe  fymptoms  did  not  alarm  me,  as  I 
afcribed  them  to  the  extreme  fatigue  I  had 
undergone  in  my  excurfion  towards  the  north 
of  Orange-River,  together  with  that  of  my 
Dd3  laft 
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laft  hunt.  With  this  idea,  fuppofmg  that  all 
I  wanted  was  reft,  I  went  and  lay  down  in  my 
waggon,  in  order  to  relieve  myfelf  by  fleep— * 
which,  however,  I  was  not  fated  to  find. 

Klaas  in  the  mean  while  dire&ed  my  tent 
to  be  pitched.  As  .this  was  doing,  he  per- 
ceived at  a  diftance  a  waggon  that  appeared  to 
bend  its  cburfe  toward  us,  and  he  ran  to  inform 
me  of  the  circumftance  as  a  piece  of  good 
news.  More  than  a  year  had  elapfed  fince  I 
had  received  any  letters  from  the  Cape.  I 
was  totally  ignorant  of  what  bad  happened 
there  fince  my  departure ;  and  thefe  Grangers 
would  perhaps  bring  me  information. 

This  thought  made  me  forget  my  illnefe. 
I  leaped  inftantly  out  of  bed,  and  ran  to  meet 
them. 

The  waggon  was  drawn  by  a  team  of  ten 
oxen,  under  the  guidance  of  five  Hottentots. 
Three  lean  cows  and  a  few  £heep  followed 
them.  The  travellers  themfelves  were  four  in 
number,  a  man,  his  wife,  and  two  children. 
But  men,  waggon,  and  animals,  indicated  ex- 
treme poverty,  as  did  the  garments  that  co-i 
vered  even  the  matter  and  miftrefs. 

I  was  involuntarily  moved  with  pity  at  the 
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.  fight.  They  on  the  contrary  teftified  the  mod 
lively  joy  at  feeing  me.  Their  eyes,  their 
looks,  their  motions,  every  thing  declared  it. 
The  man  and  his  wife  in  particular  could  not 
cxprefe  their  fatisfadion.  The  meeting  me, 
they  faidj  was  the  height  of  felicity ;  and  they 
fhould  qonfider  this  day  as  the  moft  fortunate 
of  their  lives. 

Having  never  feen  them  before,  it  was  im- 
poflible  for  me  to  conceive  the  reafon  of  this 
joy,  which  was  fo  ftrikingly  contrafted  by 
thpjr  indigence  and  rags.  I  was  eager  to  know 
it ;  yet,  till  we, arrived  at  the  camp,  and  thejr 
waggon  was  drawn  up  by  mine,  1  could  not 
well  a'fk  them  to  fatisfy.my  curiofity.  I  then 
concluded  them  to  my  tent,  offered  them 
fome  refrelhment,  which  they  accepted,  and 
we  entered  into  converfation. 

The  hulband,  who,  as  well  as  his  wife,  was 
born  in  Africa,  was  one  of  thofe  weak  and' 
inconfiderate  men,  of  whom  we  meet  fo 
many  every  day,  and  who,  defirous  of  eafe 
and  the  comforts  of  this  life,  but  naturally  in- 
dolent, feekto  enrich  themfelves  in  fome  ftiort 
way,  that  they  may  enjoy  the  more  fpeedily 
Jiappinefs  and  quiet.  This  man,  feeing  no 
15  4  4  mode, 

'  .  Digitized  by  VjOOQlC  v 


4o8  TRAVELS    IN 

mode  in  the  colony  of  making  a  fortune  fo 
rapidly  as  he  wiflied,  and  having  heard  of  the 
acquifitions  that  had  been  made  among  the  Ni- 
miquas  by  certain  individuals,  took  it  into  his 
head  to  vifit  them  in  like  manner ;  flattering 
himfelf,  that  in  their  country  he  fliould  meet 
with  what  he  had  in  vain  fought  for  at  home, 
and  never  once  dreaming  that  wherever  acti- 
vity, induftry,  and  good  fenfe  are,  qualities  to 
/which  he  appeared  to  have  no  claim,  there  alfa 
fortune  is  to  be  found  and  no  where  elfe. 
The  wonders  of  the  Nimiqua  land  he  had 
long  heard  of,  and  he  had  often  been  advifed 
to  fettle  in  this  pretended  paradife,  where  all 
the  wealth  of  the  globe,  and  all  its  moft  vali^ 
able  productions,  awaited  his  coming. 

Several,  it  is  true,  while  they  confirmed  the 
fables  that  prevailed  refpe&ing  the  wealth  of 
this  country,  fo  abundant  in  mines  of  gold, 
had  terrified  him  at  the  fame  time  by  the  nu- 
merous obftacles  which  they  told  him  he 
would  have  to  contend  with.  They  fpoke  of 
Bolhmen,  tigers,  lions,  and  wild  beafts  of 
every  kind ;  and  thefe,  they  faid,  were  what 
prevented  the  planters  from  fettling  there, 

for  a  time,  thefe  fabulous  terrors  had  ren- 
dered 
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dered  him  wavering:  but  the  thirft  of  gold 
had  at  length  prevailed ;  and  the  almoft  cer- 
tainty of  finding  it  had  led  him  thus  far  on  hi$ 
way.  "  Five  wretched  Hottentots  attended  him 
in  this  wearifome  pilgrimage. 

By  report  my  name  had  been  known  to 
him  in  the  colony,  and  he  had  jufl  learned 
that  I  had  traverfed  the  •  country  near  the 
Orange.  In  confequence  he  inquired  after 
Ejy  route,  and  dire&ed  his  courfe  fo  as  to  fall 
in  with  me.  Chance  had  favoured  him  be- 
yond his  expectations  :  and  thence  arofe  the 
extraordinary  joy  he  teftified  at  feeing  me. 

The  converfation,  as  will  readily  be  fup-* 
pofed,  almoft  wholly  turned  on  the  land, of 
promife  towards  which  he  was  travelling— -that 
wonderful  land,  fo  fertile  in  gold,  filver,  and 
rubies,  that  he  was  to  pick  them  up  by  hand- 
fuls  along  the  rocks  and  in  the  rivers !  He 
talked  with  rapture  of  thefe  imaginary  trea- 
sures. Perfuaded,  no  doubt,  that  my  .wag- 
gons were  loaded  with  them,  he  expe&ed 
from  my  civility  that  I  Ihould  dire£t  him  to 
their  beds ;  and  had  depended  on  obtaining 
from  me  all  the  information  he  wanted. 

J  allowed  him  to  v$nf  at  his  eafe  all  the  fol- 
lies 
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lies  with  which  his  head  had  been  fluffed,  and 
made  it  a  point  not  to  interrupt  him.  The 
idea  of  ppepiog  his  eyes  *nd  deftroying  hopes 
which,  mad  and  chimerical  as  they  were,  ren- 
dered him  happy,  was  absolutely  painful  to  me. 
To  diflipate  his  illufipn,  and  tell  him  the  truth, 
was  to  render  him  miferable :  yet  w»s  it  ne- 
eeffary  to  be  done.  I  ordered,  therefore,  all  the 
fpecimens  of  minerals,  all  the  ftones  and  co- 
loured cryftals,  which- 1  and  my  people  had 
colle&ed,  to  be  placed  before  liiin ;  and  (bow- 
ing him  this  fuppofed  wealth,  the  nature  and 
value  of  which  he  might  himfelf  examine  and 
appreciate,  "  This,"  faid  1  to  frim,  "  is  what 
*c  you  will  find.'1 

The  exhibition  was  a  thunderftroke  to  this 
deluded  and  happy  couple*  They  ran  their 
eyes  over  the  different  fubftances,  and  then 
looked  at  each  other  with  an  air  of  deje&ion 
and  amazement  which  it  is  eafier  to  imagine 
than  defcribe.  Yet,  notwithftanding  this  mode 
of  convincing  them,  they  ftill  appeared  at  in- 
tervals perplexed  and  undecided  in  their  minds. 
Becaufe  I  did  not  fhow  them  money  ready 
coined,  it  did  not  follow  that  nothing  to  coin 
|t  with  was  to  be  found  in  the  country.     The 

illufioj* 
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iilufion  every  moment  returned  to  their  minds  i 
they  fet  againft  my  teftimoiiy  the  unanimous 
affertions  of  the  planters,  and  theconftant  tra^ 
dition  of  fourfcore  years.  Soon,  hp wever,  the 
curtain  dropped  again  ;  the  truth  once  ipore 
ftared  them  in  the  face ;  and  the,  falfe  opinion 
they'  had  conceived  from  what  had  beeij  told 
them  was  at  length  completely  diffipated. 

To  fuffer  them  any  longer  to  Remain  in  this 
painful  ftate  would  have  been  cruel  in  me. 
Difappointment  was  already  figured  on  their 
ceuntenances,  and  their  fixed  deje&ed  look 
denoted  how  profound  was  their  forrpw.  I 
had  deftroyed  all  their  hopes ;  they  were  too 
well  convinced  for  their  happinefs;  aricl  I 
thought  it  time  to  revive  their  fpirits,  by  fub- 
ftituting  rational  fchemes  for  wild  and  fenfelefi 
..chimeras.- 

Ignorance  mifreprefents  in  its  accounts  the 
•ill  as  much  as  the  good ;  becaufe,  unable  to 
eftimate  the  value  of  either,  it  exaggerates  both. 
When  imaginary  treafures  had  been  announ- 
ced to  ttiefe  people,  they  had  at  the  fame  time 
been  terrified  by  dangers  equally  unfounded. 
It  was  neceflary  therefore,  in  the  firft  place,  to 
{iiffipate  their  fears,  and  represent  the  country 
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to  which  they  were  going,  juft  as  it  was,  with* 
out  any  deception. 

Relating  to  them  nothing  but  what  I  had 
recently  fecn  with  my  own  eyes,  they  could 
not  avoid  placing  fome  confidence  in  my  tef- 
timony.     I  accordingly  gave  them  a  brief  ac* 
qouot  of  every  thing  mod  remarkable  that  had 
happened  to  me  in  the  different  parts  of  the 
country,  fcrupuloufly  delineating  both  the  good 
and  the  bad,  without  concealing  any  thing  of 
either.     I  then  advifed  them  to  give  up  the 
mad  and  chimerical  ideas  which  had  engen- 
dered in  them  fiich  covetous  defires ;  and  told 
them,  that  if,  inftead  of  lofing  tim?  m  feeking 
gold  and.  gems  in  a  country  where  they  wer» 
not  to  be  found,  they  would  form  a  fettlemeut; 
there,  they  might  bring  up  their  children  with, 
eafe,  and  live  in  happy  and  peaceful  compe- 
tence- 
Many  prejudices  refpe£ting  thg  favages  had 
been  inftilled  into  their  minds.     On  this  point, 
1  undeceived  them  ;  and,  citing  iny  own  ex- 
ample, I  gave  thetn  to  underftand  what  great, 
fervices  they  might  expe£t  from  thefe  peoptei 
if  they  would  form  like  me  an  intimacy  with 
them,  gain  their  favour  by  a  few  a£ts  of  friend- 
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Ihip,  and  purfue  the  condud  which  I  had 
found  fo  fuccefsful.  Finally,  though  it  was. 
in  complete  oppofition  to  their  ideas,  I  advifed 
them,  not  without  regret,  to  avoid  all  inter- 
courfe  with  certain  white  men  whom  they 
woyld  find  in  their  neighbourhoods  Thefe, 
1  afiured  them,  were  their  real  enemies,  the 
only  ones  they  had  to  fear,  and  againft  whom 
they  muft  always  be  on  their  guard. 

During  the  whole  of  my  difcourfe,  the  eyes 
oi  the  woman  were  attentively  fixed  on  me  ; 
and  I  faw,  by  the  alteration  of  her  countenance, 
the  profound  impreffion  it  made  upon  her. 
*  The  great  refpeft  and  high  efteem  fhe  enter- 
tained for  her  hirfband,  however,  occafionally 
intervened  to  deftroy  this   impreffion.      She 
endeavoured  to  difcover  in  his  looks  what  he 
thought   upon    the   fubjed,   that    (he   might 
thereby  determine  what  to  think  herfelf.     If 
joy  or  hope  were  exprefled  on  his  countenance, 
hers  expanded  at  the  fame  moment:  if  hfe 
looked   thoughtful  and  uneafy,  her   features 
partook  of  the  change,  arid  fhe  became  lineafy 
too.     So  much  love  for  fo  much  wretchednefs 
rendered' her  afFedtion  refpe&able  in  "my  eyes. 
The  man  appeared  to  be  convinced  of  the 
1  whole* 
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toholefomenefs  of  my  advice,  and  confcflei 
that,  if  we  dcfire  wealth,  it  is  a  more  certain 
way  to  take  the  trouble  to  acquire  it  by  out 
labour*  than  to  endeavour  to,  find  it  ready 
made  to  our  hands.  But  one  great  difficulty 
ftood  in  his  yvay ;  which  was  his  poverty* 

Poor  and  helplefs,  what  would  become  of 
him  in  the  wild  and  uncultivated  defert  te 
Ivhich  he  was  repairing  ?  Without  merchan- 
dife,  how  could  he  hope  to  gain  the  friendfliip 
of  the  neighbouring  hordes,  and  form  a  con- 
toe&ion  with  them  ?  In  fine,  without  implex 
ments,  without  utenfilsj  without  furniture,  or 
materials  to  make  any,  without  provifion,  and 
in  (hort  deftitute  of  every  thing,  how  could  he 
form  a  fettlement*  and  begin  a  way  of  life  for 
which  he  was  totally  unprepared  ?  The  moft 
important  articles  belonging  to  this  travelling 
family  were. a  mufket  in  no  very  good  condi-8 
tion,  and  a  {mall  trunk,  about  two  feet  fquare, 
which  contained  the.  whole  of  their  wardrobe. 

Good  advice,  well-timed,  has  no  doubt  its 
value  j  but  the  poor,  faid  I  to  myfelf*  want 
more  than' advice  i  and  in  confequence,  to,  give 
thefe  pilgrims1,  a  proof  how  much  I  was  in* 
tcrefted  in  their  welfare,  I  defcribed  to  them 
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the  little  hermitage  of  Schoenmaker,  ii 
I  had  paffed  a  few  weeks  fo  pleafantly* 
aifo  of  the  fouling  valley  arid  delightfi 
in  which  it  was  fituated ;  and  I  ofnitte 
fame  time  neither  the  beautiful  rivulet 
by  the  houfe,  nor  the  little  garden   in 
fevefa!  of  the  culinary  vegetables  of 
were  (till  to  be  found,  nor  the  proximit 
jiver,  which  would  afford  the  amufer 
fiflring,  and  the  advantage  of  hunting  t 
popotamus*       Finally,   though   this 
eftate  did  not  belong  to  me,  and  I  hac 
reality  the  leaft  title  to.  it,  I  took  upo 
make  them  an  offer  of  it,  and  invited  1 
take  pofleffion,    affurhig    them  that  ; 
would  difpute  their  claim. 

I  intended,  indeed,  to  acquaint  Schoe 
with  the  cireamftance,  and  had  no  do 
he  would  approve  of  what  I  had  done 
as  to  himfelf,  I  purpofed.  by   mean$ 
friendship  of  Serrurier  and  Gordon,  wh 
rived  at  the  Cape,  to  obtain  his  pardon 
expectations  were  not  difappointed. 
already  faid  that  I  accomplished  my  p 
and  reftored  to  the  colony  an  honeft  mz 
has  fince  become  a  very  fuccefsful  plan 
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The  man  and  his  wife  embraced  my  offer 
with  thofe  expreffions  of  gratitude  which  an 
important  fervice  is  fure  to  draw  from  fufcep- 
tible  minds  ;  and  I  concluded  with  telling 
them,  that  to  arrive  at  the  valley  and  the 
hdufe  in  queftion  would  be  a  bufinefs  attended 
with  little  difficulty,  as  they  would  only  have 
to  follow  the  traces  of  my  waggons/ 

This  converfation  had  occupied  a  confides 
able  portion  of  my  evening.  Before  we  fepa* 
rated  for  the  night,  I  treated  the  travellers  with 
tea  and  coffee ;  and  they  retired  to  their  beds, 
joy  fparkling  in  their  countenances  as  they  quit- 
ted me,  at  which  I  confefs  I  wasfenfibly  afFe&ed. 

For  my  part,  I  went  and  threw  myfelf  again 
on  the  mattrefs  in  the  waggon.  My  illnefs  and 
headach  however  were  fo  increafed,  that  I  could 
not  fleep  for  afingle  moment  during  the  whole 
night*  I  ought  to  have  felt  fome  anxiety 
about  the  caufe  of  this  fleepleflfnefs ;  but  I  ftill 
deceived  myfelf,  and  afcribed  it  to  the  emotion 
this  fingular  adventure  had  occasioned  me. 

The  next  morning,  my  vifitors  came  to  tell 
me  that,  ftill  more  confirmed  in  their  refolution 
of  embracing  my  propofal  than  on  the  pre- 
ceding evening,  they  were  about  to  prepare 

for 
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for  their  departure  :  upon  which  I  gav  i 
fevery  information  refpe&ing  the  people 
Country,  and  the  advantage  they  mighi 
J[rom  them  for  the  improvement  of  their  fi 

Refolved  however,  notwithftanding  I 
Vantage,  to  render  their  abode  as  agree  i 
was  in  my  power,  I  intended  to  beftow  o 
a  fmall  ftock  of  fuch  things  as  would  be 
fary,  or  at  leaft  iifeful^  to  them  in  the  i 
fetdement*     I  had  ftill  by  me  fome  fait 
fion,  and  particularly  the  flefih  of  the  la  I 
popotamus  we  had  killed.     With  this  I 
Ordered  a  leathern  bag  to  be  filled,  and  : 
to  their  waggon.     To  this  1  added  a  fe\ 
fome  brafs-wire  for  making  bracelets, 
tiaii^  powder,  fhot,  and  indeed  every  1 
thought  capable  of  contributing  to  theii 
fure  or  their  fecurity,  and  enabling  t\\\ 
trade  for  what  they  might  want.     La 
gave  them  four  Cheep*  a  goat  with  kid,  ; 
•  and  hen  from  my  brood  of  chickens,  a i 
youngeft  of  ftry  dogs* 
.    The  good  people  fcarcely'knew  how 
prefs  their  gratitude. 
.  "  I  am  now  about  to  leave  you,"  fa 
hufband,  "  and  perhaps  I  ftiall  never  f I 
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"  again :  but  while  I  have  a  fpark  of  life  r^ 
"  maining  in  my  body,  1  ftiall  never  forget 
"  you,  or  ceafe  to  blefs  your  name,  I  wa$ 
"  g°*ng  t0  expofe  myfelf  to  perifh  with  hun- 
u  gei*  and  defpair,  and  you  have  (lopped  me 
••  on  the  border  of  the  gulph.  I-wis  without 
"  refource,  and  you  have  rendered  me  happy. 
"  Blefled  be  the  day  on  which  I  met  with 
"  you  !  Every  yeat  I  will  repair  to  this  place 
"  with  my  family,  to  celebrate  it  on  the  banks 
"  of  this  very  river,  to  pour  out  my  vows  for 
"  you,  and  recall  to  my  remembrance  fo  im- 
"  portant  a  benefit." 

While  in  Africa,  I  gave  td  the  brook  by 
whith  I  was  encamped  when  the  planter  of 
whom  I  have  been  fpeaking  met  with  me  the 
name  of  Riviere  de  la  Rencontre  (river  of  our 
meeting) :  but,  after  my  arrival  in  Europe,  I 
changed  it  to  that  of  Laborde,  who  took  fuch 
extraordinary  care  in  finifhing  the  map  of  my 
travels*,  as  a  flight  teftimony  of  gratitude,  which 
I  addrefled  to  this  friend  at  the  very  jun&ure 
when  hordes  of  civilized  robbers  murdered  him, 
amidft  the  heap  of  vi&ims  facrificed  to  the  vileft 
of  mankind  by  the  moft  cowardly  of  men. 

While  the  oxen  of  my  new  acquaintance 

were 
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trcre  putting  to  his  waggon,  I  ordered  mine 
to  be  yoked  alfo.  My  pains  hourly  increafed* 
Th£y  had  already  very  much  weakened  me, 
and  I  began  to  be  alarmed.  What  would  be- 
come of  me,  (hould  I  be  attacked  with  a  ferious 
malady !  I  had  but  one  refource,  that  of  reaching 
the  colony,  if  poffible,  before  it  declared  itfe!£ 
'  I  fet  off,  therefore,  immediately  ;  and,  being 
too  feeble  to  mount  on  horfeback,  I  at  firft  lay 
at  my  length  in  the  waggon.  But  it  was  not 
'poffible  for  me  to  bear  its  motion.  My  head- 
ach  was  fo  violent,  and  the  jolting  gave  me  fo 
much  pain,  that  I  found  it  neceflary  to  leave 
it  and  mount  one  of  my  horfes,  notwithftand- 
ing  my  wcaknefs.  In  this  manner  I  arrived 
at  the  mountains  of  Kauffi,  near x  the  brook 
which,  taking  its  rife  in  thefe  mountains,  bears 
the  fame  name. 

I  longed  to  alight,  that  I  might  lie  down. 
The  fatigue  of  the  journey  and  the  heat  of 
the  day  had  made  me  worfe.  I  felt  myfelf  in 
a  burning  fever,  and  experienced  extreme  pain, 
in  fwallowing,  which  I  at  firft  fuppofed  to  be 
a  common  fore-throat,  but  which,  in  the.  courfe 
of  the  night,  from  the  inflammation  of  the 
E  e  2  pharynx: 
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pharyrix  and  the  fwelling  of  the  tonfils,  fhoW* 
ed  itfelf  to  be  a  quinfy. 

I  thought  myfelf  loft.  This  difeafe  in 
Africa  is  almoft  always  mortal,  and,  betides 
being  more  painful  than  in  Europe,  is  of 
much  longer  continuance.  What  could  I  do 
in  fuch  alarming  circumftances,  not  only  un* 
Ikilled  as  I  was  in  phyfic,  but  deftitute  of  the 
remedies  which  the  planters  employed  in  fuch 
cafes  ? 

My  Hottentots*  to  whom  all  difeafes  are  the 
fame,  and  who  confequently  hate  but  ofl€f 
.  method  of  cure,  were  defirous  of  employing 
it  on  the  prefent  occafion.  It  confifted  in  dip-* 
ping  napkins  in  boiling  milk,  and  applying 
them  fcalding  hot  round  my  neck.  This 
treatment,  which  is  their  fovereigfr  panacea, 
their  univerfal  remedy,  was  obferved  for  thred 
days  together.  For  three  days  I  had  the  civi- 
lity to*  fuffer  myfelf  thus  to  be  burnt  j  but  at 
length,  fatigued  and  tortured  to  no  purpofe,  I 
refufed  to  fubmit  any  longer  to  the  pain,  and 
left  myfelf  entirely  to  nature. 

My  fituation    was  become   deplorable.     I 
could  fwallow  nothing  but  a  few  drops  of  very* 
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weak  tea,  and  this  with  great  difficulty 
tongue  and  throat  were  fo  fwelled,  that 
only  by  fign&  At  length  my  refpirat 
came  fo  painful,  and  was  fo  much  in 

that  I  every  moment  expedled  to  b< 

i 

cated. 

The   confirmation   of  my  people 
general.     Klaas  and  Swanepoel  alone 
my  tent ;    and  they  attended  me  altei 
But  when  either  of  them  came  to  me. 
mediately  faw  the  heads  of  all  the  reft  o 
together  at  the  entrance  of  my  tent,  and 
ed  out  as  far  as  poffible,  endeavouring 
in  his  looks  what  they  had  to  hope  or  ; 
AfTuredly,  if  ever  there  was  a  mor 
my  life  wljen  I  thought  myfelf  near  n 
it  was  this*     Thus  then  two  long,   lal 
pnd  dangerous  journeys  were   to  ten 
Unable  to  fpeak,  and  to  give  any  order 
piy   colle&ions,   what  would    become 
fruit  of  all  my  fatigues  ! 

Had  the  fever  that  cbnfumed  me  b 
pompanied  with  delirium,  and  had  I 
fenfe  of  my  fituation  and  the  painful 
infeparable  from  it,   I  fhould  have  bi 
pitiable  :  bpt,  to  my  extreme  misfortu 
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fenfes'were  in  nowife  deranged;  I  faw  death 
approaching  with  flow  fteps,  and  experienced 
all  its  horrors. 

I  had  given  myfelf  ovet  for  near  a  week, 
when  Swanepoel  came  to  announce  to  me  the 
"arrival  of  fome  Lefs  Nimiquas  of  a  neighbour- 
ing horde.  Thefe  good  favages  had  heard  of 
my  diforder ;  and,  in  confequence  of  the  friendi- 
fhip  for  me  with  which  I  had  the  felicity  to 
infpire  their  nation,  had  come  to  offer  to  effe£t 
my  cure,  and  propofe  a  remedy,  for  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  which  they  would  pledge  themfelves, 
they  faid,  if  I  would  but  confent  to  entruft  my- 
felf in  their  hands. 

Could  a  dying  man,  fo  circumftanced,  liften 
with  indifference  to  the  voice  that  promifed 
him  life  ?  Befides,  had  poifon  been  offered  me, 
my  fufferings  had  continued  fo  long,  and  w6re 
become  fo  infupportable,  that  from  wearinefs, 
2nd  <to  put  an  end  to  them,  I  fhould  inftantly 
have  taken  it.  I  made  a  fign,  therefore,  that 
J  confented  j  and  my  phyficians  prepared  the 
remedy. 

This  too  was  a  hot  topical  application  ;  .but, 
inftead  of  being  made  of  milk  like  the  former,, 
it  confifted  of  a  certain  herb  j  ^nd,  befide  th? 

cataplafm, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


AFRICA,  423 

cataplafm,  the  juice  of  the  herb  was  to  be  ufed 
as  a  gargle.  I  was  prejudiced  againft  thofex 
burning  collars  with  which  my  neck  was  ' 
again  to  be  furrounded ;  and,  when  I  faw  Kla^s 
bringing  me  this  new-prepared  one,  ,1  felt,  I 
confefs,  fome  repugnance.  But  the  gargle 
Jiad  iuch  an  agreeable  fmell,  its  tafte  was  fo 
fw^et  and  balfamic,  and  nature  appeared  to 
jgiye  me  fo  fudden  and  powerful  an  inclination 
for  it,  that  one  of  the  remedies  induced  me  to 
fubmit  to  the  other. 

The  cataplafm  was  renewed  feveral  times  in 
the  night ;  and  I  repeated  the  gargle  ftill  more 
frequently.  At  length,  when  day  appeared, 
to  my  great  joy  I  found  myfelf  eafed.  I  could 
already  breathe  with  more  freedom ;  the  fwell- 
ing  and  inflammation  of  the  pharynx  were 
abated  ;  every  moment  I  continued  to  get  bet- 
ter j  at  length  I  was  able  even  to  fwallow,  and" 
then  by  order  of  my  Efculapius  I  w^s  to  take 
Spld  milk. 

In  a.ftatp  of  continual  fever  as  I  was,  this 
cold  milk  appeared  to  my  European  prejudices 
£  ftrange  prefcription :  but  what  were  preju- 
dices to  confidence  founded  on  fuccefs !    I  re- 
'  figned  myfelf  blindly  to,  the  guidance  of  my 
Ee^.  phyfv* ' 
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phyfician,  aqd  I  had  every  reafon  to  applaud 
myfclf  for  doing  fo, 

By  the  third  day  I  found  myfelf  cured.  My 
quinfy  was  gone,  my  fever  h&d  left  me,  the 
fwelling  had  fubfided,  and  my  throat  was  free. 
I  had  nothing  of  my  difeafe  remaining  but  an 
extreme  weaknefs,  which  did  not  prevent  me 
from  feeling  myfelf  to  be  out  of  danger,  and 
how  much  I  was  indebted  to  the  individual 
who  had  been  the  inftrument  of  my  cure. 
I  defired  to  fee  him,  and  he  was  introduced  to 
me. 

It  was  the  firft  interview  between  w,  the 
firft  time  of  his  entering  my  tent.  Different 
from  the  phyficians  of  Europe,  who  muft  exa- 
mine the  tongue  and  feel  the  pulfe,  he  was 
fatisfied  with  enquiring  after  my  ftate,  and  pre- 
fpribing  for  me  on  the  report  of  another- — a  mer 
thod 'which  with  him  fuccefs  in  this  inftance 
had  proved  to  be  fufficient. 

He  was  a  little  man,  not  differing  in  ex- 
ternal appearance  from  the  reft  of  his  com? 
rades  ;  and  with  regard  to  the  mode  of  treat- 
ing my  diforder,  he  knew  no  more  than  they 
all  knew*  Accordingly,  regardlefs  of  the  ho- 
nour of  having  performed  a  furs  and  obtained 
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the  confidence  of  a  white  man,  he  feemed  fen- 
fible  only  of  the  pleafure  of  having  reftore4 
me  to  health.  , 

During  the  whole  time  of  my  illnefs,  my 
people,  had  all  ftrove  to  pay  me  the  greateft 
refpe£t  and  attention.  From  the  moment  they 
began  to  be  alarmed  for  me,  they  had  all  ab- 
ftained  from  finging  or  dancing.  I  had  not 
(even  heard  fo  much  as  a  laugh*  The  fame 
attention  continued  during  my  convalefcence, 
without  my  finding  it  neceffary  to  iflue  a  An- 
gle order  on  the  fubjedt ;  and  thefe  fruits  of 
the  friendfhip  they  bore  me  were  fo  many  de^ 
licious  enjoyments  to  my  heart. 

My  ftore  of  provifion  being  greatly  dimU 
pifhed,  and,  in  my  prefent;  condition,  none  pf 
what  remained  being  fit  for  my  ufe,  I  felt  how 
jnuch  I  was  indebted  to  Swanepoel  for  fetting 
my  hen  during  my  four  months  abfence  from 
him,  and  thus  procuring  me  chickens.  Thefe 
ferved  to  make  me  broth,  or  to  roaft ;  and* 
when  they  were  gone,  my  hunters  took  upon 
them  to  fupply  me  with  partridges  and  other 
birds  of  a  fimilar  kind. 

As  foon  as  I  was  able  to  rife,  I  made  a  point 
pf  quitting  my  tent,  and  taking  a  walk,  or 
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fome  gentle  exercife,  to  recover  my  ftrength, 
I  had  defired  already  to  fee  my  phyfician ;  my 
firft  excurfion  was  to  gather  ar^d  examine  with 
him  the  plant  he  had  employed  in  my  cure. 

Nothing  in  the  country  is  more  common ; 
it  is  to  he  met  with  every  where ;  and  he 
Avowed  it  to  me  all  round  my  camp.  It  is  a 
(pecies  of  fage,  growing  about  two  fi?et  high, 
$nd  nearly  of  the  colour  pf  oqr  common  fage, 
but  with  a  fmoother  leaf.  I  could  not  be  cer- 
tain of  the  colour  of  the  flower,  becaufe  it  was 
the  feafQn  when  it  begins  to  wither  and  dryj 
but  I  believe  it  to  be  blue.   . 

Swanepoel,  when  he  faw  the  plant,  conceiv- 
ed it  to  be  perfedly  familiar  to  him.  He  ad 
Cured  me  it  was  equally  common  in  the  colony 
and  at  the  Cape,  where  it  was  known  by  the 
Dutch  name  of  faply  (&ge).  But  bptanifts 
have  comprifed  fo  many  different  plants  linder 
the  general  name  of  fage,  that  "I  know  not  tq 
what  family  xhzfaafy  of  the  Cape  belongs. 

As  the  planters  never' employ  it  in  fore 
throats,  which  are  dne  of  the  fcourges  of  their 
climate,  it  is  probable  they  are  unacquainte4 
with  its  virtues:  or  it  is  more  likely  that 
gwanepoel,  miffed  by  fome  external  refem- 
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would  export  it  in  preference  to  China,  fine* 
it  would  gain  thereby  (till  greater  profit. 
.  Be  this,  however,  as  it  may,  the  plant  that 
cured  me  of  my  quinfy  is  equally  efficacious 
in  the  cure  of  wounds ;  at  leaft  fo  my  Efcula*  % 
pius  aflured  me.     But  he  added,  that,  to  pro* 
mote  digeftion  in  the   wound,  and  bring   it ' 
into  a  healing  ftate,  a  certain  quality  of  fome 
kind  of  fat  muft  be  added  to  the  cataplafm,  in 
order  to   give  it  a  degree  of  un&uqufnefs, 
without  which  it  would  be  of  no  avail. 

Is  it  not  inconceivably  ftrange,  that,  among 
the  countlefs  multitude  of  plants  which  cover 
the  furface  of  the  globe,  fo  fmall  a  number 
fhould  be  known?  And  that  in  the  rooftcon^ 
plete   and   amply   furnifhed   botanic   garden 
fcarcely  three  hundred  and  fifty  are  tp  be  foijncf, 
that  afford  fpod  or  medicine,  either  to  man,  or 
the  animals  he  has  domefticated?  But  what 
ought  dill  more  tp  aftonifh  us  is,,  that  among 
this  fmall  number,  if  there  be  any  pf  real  im- 
portance to  us,  we  have  been  almoft  always 
indebted  to  favages,  or  even  to  the  beafts,  foj 
their  difcovery. 

My  diforder  and  convalefence  had  continq-r 
ed  tweiity  d%ys.  During  tl^is  timf ,  my  people, 
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having  never  gone  out  of  fight  of  my  tent, 
and  confequently  having  killed  no  game,  had 
been  reduced  to  live  on  my  fheep.  One  only 
\vas  left  of  my  whole  flock  j  fo  that  I  fotind 
Inyfelf  under  the  neceflity  of  procuring  a  new 
ftpek. 

Fortunately,  two  or  three  leagues  from  my 
camp,  and  alfo  near  the  fiver  Kaufli,  was  a 
horde  that  I  had  vjfited  the  year  before,  capa- 
ble of  furnifhing  me  with  the  fheep  I  wanted* 
Being  peffe&ly  recovered*  I  could  eafily  reach 
it  in  a  few  hours ;  and  accordingly  I  repaired 
thither,  after  having  rewarded*  to  the  utmoft^ 
of  my  power,  the  JNimiquaJo  whom  I  was  in* 
debted  for  my  life. 

The  chief  came  to  meet  me.  Oil  his  bread 
hung  a  gorget,  and  Under  his  krofs  he  had  a 
brafs-headed  cane,  the  end  of  which  only  was 
Vifible.  By  thefe  badges  of  flavery  and  autho- 
rity, which  announced  a  Hottentot  captain  in- 
ftalled  by  the  Government,  I  vifibly  perceived 
that  I  was  entering  the  colony  ;  but,  by  the 
humble  and  fubmiffive  air  of  the  man,  I  faw 
ftill  more  clearly,  that  he  was  a  being  accufljom- 
ed  to  cringe  and  obey.  The  tone  of  fupplication 
he  aflurned  on  accofting  me  led  me  to  fuppofe 
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At  once,  that  he  came  to  complain  either  df 
his  fubje&s  or  of  his  neighbours.     I  was  miA 
taken  in  one  point  only.     He  complained  of 
both. 

The  planters  againft  whom  he  brought  ao 
cuiations  were  Van  dqr  Wefthuyfen,  the  father 
of  Klaas  Bailer,  with  whom  I  had  lodged  on 
my  journey,  and  Engelbrecht,  his  brother-in* 
law.  The  cattle-keepers  of  the  hoirde  had 
negligently  fuffered  fome  of  their  beaffs  to  ef- 
cape;  and  thefe  beads  having  rambled  into 
the  territories  of  Van  der  Wefthuyfen,  he  and 
his  daughter,  of  whom  I  have  fpoken  elfe* 
where,  had  fljot  at  and  killed  them* 

In  this  violent  and  unjuft  proceeding,  I  per* 
fe&ly  recogfiifed  •  the  fpirit  of  the  planters : 
though,  in  this  inftance,  it  muft  bq  confefled, 
the  keepers  had  been  guilty  of  the  firft  fault* 
Nafeep,  which  was  the  ftartie  of  the  imbecile 
chief,  taking  upon  himfelf  to  reprove  the 
keepers,  they  had  fnatched  from  him,  in  their 
rage,  his  ftaff  of  authority,  and*  feverely  beating 
him,  had  broken  it  about  his  (houlders.  Such 
is  the  refped:  which  the  hordes  under  the  do- 
minion of  the  Dutch  government  pay  to  the 
captains  that  are  appointed  to  rule  over  them. 

Poor 
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root  Nafeep  drew  from  beneath  his  krofs  the 
cane  that  had  been  given  him  for  another  pur- 
jpofe,  and  I  found  that  half  of  it  only  was  left. 

A  moment  after,  the  people  of  th6  horde 
came  in  their  turn  to  complain  of  him*  He 
then  accufed  them  all  without  exception ;  and 
a  terrible  uproar  inftantly  began.  Amidft 
this  confufion  of  charges,  it"  was  impoffible  to 
underftand  a  word  that  was  faid.  .  All  I  could 
infer4  was,  that  every  body  was  to  blame.  But 
what  was  I  to  do  ?  I  was  no  longer  in  a  free 
country ;  and  wherever  a  fovereign  autho- 
rity fubfifts,  its  laws,  good  or  bad,  ought  to 
be  refpe&ed.  Complaints  were  addrefled  to 
trie  on  all  hands ;  yet,  in  my  fituation,  I  could 
liften  to  them  only,  in  order  to  report  them  to 
the  government.  In  vain  did  they  teftify 
their  refpeft  for  me ;  having  nothing  but  ad- 
vice to  give,  what  fruits  could  I  expett  from 
my  interference  ? 

If  it  be  true,  that  the  happinefs  of  a  people 
tends  to  render  theln  more* mild  and  fecial  in 
their  manners,  it  is  equally  true,  that  oppreffion 
muft  four  the  temper,  and  from  human  beings 
change  them  into  beafts.  The  difcord  and  en- 
mity that  prevailed  among  thefe  unhappy  fava- 

ges 
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ges  appeared  to  me  perfectly  excufable.  P^rlk 
cuted  by  the  neighbouring  planters,  who,  hav* 
ing  fire-arms,  made  an  ill  ufe  of  them  again£ 
the  natives  j  wtetched,  and  plundered  befides j 
how  could  they  avoid  being  irritated  by  fuch 
multiplied  infulta  anji  adfc  of  injuftice?  la 
their  rage  they  laid  the  blame  upon  their  chief, 
Who  was  innocent ;  quarrelled  among  them* 
/elves;  rind  became  fo  many  madmen  to-i 
wards  each  other* 

The  people  of  the  horde  did  riot  merely 
complain  of  their  cattle  having  been  killed  or 
ftolen ;  they  had  been  robbed  alfp  of  part  of 
their  territory  by  force.  The  vafl:  domain  oc- 
cupied by  Van  der  Wefthuyfen  and  his  family* 
as  well  as  that  on  which  his  brother-  in-law 
Engelbrecht  had  fettled,  were  ufurped  property 
from  which  thefe  planters  had  driven  away 
the  horde ;  and,  not  yet  fatisfied,  they  were 
daily  endeavouring  to  feize  on  what  remained* 
particularly  the  Fountain  of  Lilies,  near,  which 
was  their  kraal. 

With   this  view,    they  harafled    arid  tor* 
mented   them   inceflantly :  hoping   that,   by 
dint  of  perfecution,  they  fhould  weary  them 
out,  and  fo  compel  them  to  remove  arid  fet- 
tle 
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tie  in  fbme  other  place.  Thus,  after  a  thou- 
fand  vexations,  and  after  lofing  part  of  their 
cattle,  thefe  poor*  favages  faw  themfelves  on 
the  point  of  being  driven  from  the  land  in 
which  they  had  been  born,  and  reduced  to 
feek  a  diftant  afylum,  where  they  might  re- 
main unknown  to  the  whites,  whom  they 
had  fo  many  reafons  to  execrate. 

My  heart  bled  at  the  relation  of  fuch  atro- 
cities: but  ftill  what  could  I  do?  The  horde 
requefted  me  to  wait  upon  the  two  ufurp- 
ing  families,  and  talk  to  them  upon  the  fub- 
je&.  This  I  readily  promtfed  ;  though  I  was 
certain  beforehand  it  would  anfwer  no  pur- 
pofe. 

And  here  it  will  probably  be  afked,  Why 
did  not  Nafeep  addrefs  himfelf  diredly  to  the 
Government,  to  obtain  juftice  and  reftitution  ? 
1  put  to  him  the  very  fame  queftion  :  and  the 
anfwer  he  gave  was  fuch  as  I  expe&ed,  and 
which  proved,  that,  if  Adminiftration  have 
promulgated  laws  in  favour  of  the  favages,  it 
has  not  yet  taken  the  neceffary  means  to  ea- 
fure  their  execution. 

Suppofing  the  people  of  a  horde  defirous  of 
making  a  complaint,  and  not  deterred  by  the 

Vol.  III.  Ff  dif- 
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diftance  and  the  difficulty  of  a  long  jbunjrey,- 
what  hope  could  they  have,  on  their  arrival  at 
the  Cape,  of  their  charges  reaching  a  Govern- 
ment furrounded  entirely  With  whites,  almoft 
all  of  whom,  living  on  abufes  and  interefted  in 
deceiving  it,  would  intercept  the  truth  in  its: 
way,  or  tranfmit  it  completely  changed  and 
disfigured  ? 

Befides,  frorp  another  kind  of  oppreffion 
Hill  more  odious,  it  is  almoft  impoffible  for 
the  unhappy  fuppliants  to  reach  the  town^ 
The  planters,  having  all  a  common  intereft,. 
fuppoit  one  another.  Whatever  injuftice  one 
of  them  may  have  committed,  he  is  fure  of 
being  abetted  by  the  reft.  The  deputies  from- 
the. horde,  fent  to  complain  of  him,  would  be 
obftru&ed  at  every  ftep.  They  would  be 
purfued  from  plantation  to  plantation  j  fnares 
would  be  laid  for  them  ;  and,  if  they  did  not 
return,  they  would  run  the  hazard  of  being; 
totally  exterminated. 

This  Nafeep  and  his  people  had  actually  ex- 
perienced, when  they  lent  to  demand  juftice 
againft  Van  der  Wefthuyfen  on  his  firft  ufurpa- 
tron*  Could  I  hope  then,  after  this  fatal  trial, 
they  would  venture  to  go  with  a  fecond  com- 
3  plaint  j 
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plaint  ;  or  that  the  two  families,  emb  : 
by  the  fuccefs  of  their  iniquity,  would  ; 
confequencexof  my  remonftrances  ? 

Under  thefe  ciircumftances,  I  could 
thing  but  endeavour  to  confole  the  hor  : 
is,  exhort  it  to  take  patience,  and  re 
thofe  common-place  topics  of  prudence 
fignation,  of  which  h^  who  hears  .them  t 
little  as  the  perfon  by  whom  they  are  i 

To  infert  in  my  travels  the  princip 
culars  of  this  affair,  I  conceive  to  be  m 
and  my  reafons  for  doing  fo  will  d 
be  refpe&ed.  My  fecond  journey  wi 
Holland,  as  my  firft  has  done.  Like  tl 
it  will  probably  be  read  by  fome  of  th : 
tors  of  the  company;  and  perhaps  m 
will  be  taken  to  remove  abufes  with  whi 
were  before  unacquainted,  and  which  n 
furedly  they  have  no  defire  to  counten;i 

When  I  arrived  at  Amfterdam,  i 
return  to  Europe,  happening  to  meni 
one  of  them  that  fmall  money  was  v 
at  the  Cape,  and  that  the  internal  trad; 
colpny  was  injured  by  this  want,  the  di 
ordered,  in  confequence,  a  coinage,  as 
fajd  elfewhere,  of  different  fmall'  filver 
f  fi 
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to  the  amount  of  two  or  three  hundred  thou* 
fand  Hvres  j  and  (o  fpeedily  wa3  the  bufinefe 
executed,  that  the  money  was  actually '  fent 
away  before  I  even  knew  that  it  was  in  the 
mint.*  And  I  have  no  doubt,  when  informed 
of  the  fpecies  of  injuftice  I  have  juft  unfolded, 
they  will  be  eager  to  repair  and  prevent  it  by 
fage  and  wholefome  laws,  and  will  commend 
the  difinterefted  zeal  of  a-  traveller,  who,  while 
he  publiflies  good  a&ions  without  flattery, 
ventures  at  the  fame  time  to  denounce  bad 
ones  without  malice. 

Notwithftanding  the  lofles  of  the  horde,  it 
ftill  poffefled  a  confiderable  number  of  cattle. 
0  Nafeep  entreated  me  even  to  accept,  as  a  pre- 
fent,  two  oxen,  four  flieep,  and  a  fat  cow.  The 
oxen  I  refufed ;  but  I  received  the  cow  and 
fheep*  intending  them  for  our  evening  repaft. 
My  defire  was  to  make  a  feaft,  flattering  my-> 
felf  that  mirth  would  foften  down  afperities, 
and  difpel  the  animofity  that  prevailed  among 
the  horde. 

I  was  not  miftaken.  Scarcely  were  the 
animals  flaughtered  when  the  dances  com- 
menced. They  continued  the  whole  nightr 
and  the  quarrels  of  the  day  were  buried  in 

4  -  oblivion. 
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oblivion.  The  next  morning,  a  g< 
conciliation  took  place,  in  which  eve 
was  included.  ""  It  is  true,  he  had  him 
fome  advances :  among  the  prefent 
him  was  a  roll  of  tobacco,  which,  the 
he  received  it,  he  diftributed  in  equal 
among  his  people  ;  and  this  unexpe 
rality  had  gained  him  every  heart. 

Before  I  departed,  I  purchafed  wh< 
wanted  j  and  then,  to  acquit  myfel 
promife  I  had  made  of  fpeakiiig  to 
ufurping  families,  I  repaired  to  Enge 

He  appeared  to  fee  me  again  with 
and  received  me  with  the  utmoft  civi 
"before  I  returned  his  complaifance,  I 
it  right  to  inform  him  of  the  rnotv 
vifit,  and  acquaint  him  how  much  1 1 
efted  in  behalf  of  the  favages.  He  e: 
himfelf,  by  obferving  to  me,  that  it 
him  they  accufed  of  having  killed  th 
but  Van  der  Wefthuyfen  and  his  fair 
as  to  the  domain  he  poflefled,  if  it  wc 
ed,  he  was  in  this  refpe£t  alfo  equall 
jefs,  fince  he  had  it  of  his  brother-ir 
whom  it  had  been  ceded  to  him. 

After  fuch  excufes,  I  faw  that  no  fa 
Ff3 
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or  reconciliation  was  to  be  expetted.  Of 
courfe  I  did  not  think  it  neceflary  to  make  any 
ftay  with  him  ;  and  I  continued  my  journey* 
But,  when  my  waggon  fet  off,  he  perceived 
what  wretched  obje&s  were  my  two  thill  oxen, 
and  he  offered  me  my  choice  of  two  others  out 
of  all  he  had,  if  I  would  give  him  in  exchange 
one  of  my  horfes. 

My  oxen,  it  is  true,  were  good  for  nothing, 
and  had  been  on  the  point  a  hundred  times  of 
overturning  my  waggon  and' breaking  it  to 
pieces.  Yet  the  bargain  propofed  was  greatly 
jto  my  difadyantage ;  fpr  thpugh  I  no  longer 
,  wanted  both  my  horfes,  as  I  fhould  foon  reach 
the  Cape,  either  of  tfyem"  was  of  niuch  more 
worth  than  any  two  oxen.  They  were  very 
Jean,  indeed,  owing  to  the  great  fatigue  of  the 
journey ;  buf  no  other  fault  could  be  fouqd 
with  them,  for  they  were  in  perfect  health, 
found  in  their  feet,  and  had  their  hoofs  top  in 
good  condition. 

This  expjreffioq,  of  the  hopft  being  in  good 

condition,  will  furprife  the  greater  part  of  njy 

readers,  aijd  requires  aji  explanation. 

/     It  muft  be  known  then,  that  horfes  are  nevpr 

either  £t  the  Cape  or  in  any  part  of  the 

colony. 
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-polony.  Their  hoofs  are  fo  hard,  that,  whatr 
*ev6r  road  they  travel,  they  are  always  bare. 
.Thus,  though  the  country  is  not  without  far- 
*riersi  their  only  employment  is  to  cure  horfes 
;that  are  fick  or  hurt,  or  to  fit  them  for  car*- 
jriages. 

Is  this  property  in  the  hoof,  of  being  abfo- 
lutely  indeftru&ible,  owing  to  the  food  of  the, 
animal  ?  I  think  not.  Horfes. are  fed  at  the 
,Cape,  as  in  certain  countries  of  Europe,  on" 
Jbarley,  ftraw,  or  green  forage  :  the  only  dif- 
ference is,  they  eat  no  oats ;  for  oats  do  not 
thrive  in  Africa,  and  therefore  are  not  culti- 
vated. 

Does  it  depend  on  the  climate?  Or  is  itcomr- 
<mon  to  the  Arabia^  horfes,  from  which  thofe 
of  the  Cape  are  defcended  ?  I  dare  not  anfwor 
jeither  of  thefe  queftions  in  the  affirmative. 
But  this  at  leaft  I  can  aflert,  that  mine,  aftqr 
.travelling  fifteen  months,  over  rocks  and  flinty 
in  execrable  roads,  and  aftar  violent  hunts,  re- 
turned with  their  hoofs  as  found  and  w;hole  as 
ihe  day  they  quitted  the  Cape. 

My  want  of  thill  oxen,  however,  made  me 

,confent  to  the  bargain  ;  and  with  thefe  I  took 

fthe  way  to  the  refidence  of  Van  der  Wcftj- 

F  f  4  huyfen  j 
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huyfen  •  though  I  expend  with  this  old  man, 
governed  as  he  was  by  his^  wife,  no  better  fuo 
cefs  than  I  had  found  with  his  brother-in-law. 
His  houfe  was  at  the  diftance  only  of  two 
leagues  »nd  a  half;  but  1  had  fcarcely  advanced 
four  hundred  paces,  when,  going;  dowqt  a  de* 
fcent,  one  of  .my  new  oxen,  overpowered  by 
the  weight  of  the  waggon,  fell  down. 

I  had  no  reafonto  be  furprifed  at  this  acci- 
dent :  it  had  many  times  happened,  and  was 
what  every  perfon  muft  expedt  who  travels 
in  countries  where  there  are  no  roads*  Oa 
thefe  occafions  it  is  ufual  for  the  drivers  to 
flop  the  fore-wheel,  to  prevent  the  animal  fronj 
being  crulhed  by  it :  but  here  they  had  not 
time ;  accordingly  it  yrent  over  the  ox,  and 
broke  his  thigh. 

This  misfortune  being  without  remedy,  I 
ordered  the  animal  to  be  unyoked,  and,  leaving 
him  on  the  fpot,  had  one  of  my  old  ones  fub- 
ilituted  in  his  place.  The  other,  however, 
miffing  his  comrade,  and  feeing  a  ftranger  at 
his  fide,  refufed  to  draw  with  him.  All  pot- 
fible  means  were  tried  to  overcome  his  repug- 
nance, but  to  no  purpofe.  After  confidcrable 
^rouble  and  much  lofs  qf  tipie,  we  were  forced 
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to-unyoke  him  alfo,  and  proceed  as  before  with. 
my  two  old  oxen. 

1  had  thus  from  my  barter,  one  ufelefs  03: 
the  more,  and  a  horfe  the  left. 

The  Hottentot  cattle-dealers  who  accom-i- 
paniedime  were  the  only  people  who  had  rea- 
Ibn  *te  rejoice  at  the  adventure.  The  forfajcen 
px  was  to  them  a  very  good  windfall.  Ac- 
cordingly they  remained  behind  to  cut  him 
up*  and  perhaps  in  their  hearts  they  wouIS 
tiot 'have  been  forry  if  I  had  oftener'fiipplied 
their  table  in  a  fimilar  manner. 

I  was  arrived  within  an  hour's  march  of 
my  journey's  end  when  I  perceived,  in  a  val- 
ley, a  Hottentot  hut,  ftanding  hy  itielf,  'and  a 
herd  feeding  near  it.  Op  approaching  the'hut, 
I  found  to  my  furprife  a  tall  and  hatidfome 
damfel.  I  had  feep  and  have  fpoken  of  her 
^before  :  itwasthe  daughter  of  Van  der  Weft- 
huyfen  j  that  daughter  who,  for  feveVal  days 
together,  had  held  out  with  the  -ftouteft  of  the 
drinkers,  caroufing  upon  the  brdndy  df^Pinar 
as  heroically  as  the  beft  of  them. 
•  Indefatigable  in  the  chace,  fhe  could  hunt 
down  on  horfeback  the  largeft  antelope.  If 
fhe  J3o(hmen  appeared,   fhe  yropld  take  her 
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gun,  purfue  them  without  fear,  and  fire  at  them 
wherever  (he  found  them.  If  flhe  conceived  her- 
felf  aggrieved  by  any  neighbouring  horde,  fhe 
would  treat  it  like  the  Bofhmen.  Accordingly, 
(he  was  dreaded  by  all  the  favages  around* 

At  prefent  this  undaunted  heroine  lived  in 
the  folitary  hut  in  the  valley,  where  (he  kept 
the  flocks  arid  herds  of  her  father,  having  no 
.  other  furniture  than  a  mat  and  her  gun.  I 
readily  knew  her,  but  was  not  fo  eafily  recog- 
nized in  my  turn,  as  my  beard,  lince  laft  we 
met,  had  acquired  fourteen  months  growth. 

After  fpending  a  few  minutes  in  her  hut, 
Heft  her,  and  proceeded  to  her  father's,  where 
J  was  received  with  every  demonftration  of 
friendfhip.  Seeing  by  my  pale  and  languid 
^countenance  that  I  had  beeij  ill,  they  civilly 
invited  me  to  fpend  fojne  time  with  them.  I 
accepted  the  invitation  with  the  more  plqafure^ 
;as,  fince  my  illnels,  I  had  confined  myfelf  to  $ 
milk  diet,  and  .the  udders  of  moll  of  my  cows 
heing  dried  up,  I  had  lately  had  bi»it  a  fcanty 
fupply.  K 

I  noyv  faw  bread  again  for  the  firft  time. 
A  year  had  elapfed  fince  I  tafted  any,  which 
,was  during  my  former  jrefidenqe  with  the  fame 
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family.  What  was  now  given  me  I  dipped 
with  delight  in  my  beverage  of  milk,  as  frefh 
as  it  was  pure;  ancf  this  fimple  and  frugal  meal 
was  more  exquifite  to  my  tafte  than  the  richeft 
viands. 

Klaas  Bafter  was  well  received  by  his  family, 
and  even  by  his  ftep-mother;  and  the  recepr 
tion  afforded  him  the  greater  pleafure,  as  it  gave 
him  reafon  to  hope,  that  the  reconciliation  I 
had  effected  for  him  would  continue  after  my 
departure,  and  probably  be  lafting. 

Advanced  thus  far  on  my  return,  every 
thing  co-operated  to  efface  the  remembrance  of 
my  fatigues,  and  the  pbftacles  that  had  fo  often, 
thwarted  my  defigns.  The  fields,  formerly  fb 
barreii  and  Ufelef?,  were  covered  with  verdure 
and  enamelled  with  flowers.  My  eyes  feafted 
with  rapture  on  the  fruitful  and  re-viyified  landv 
Perfectly  fecure  about  my  cattle,  whatever  road 
J  might  choofe,  I  refolyed  to  change  my  for- 
mer one,  and  return  to  the  Cape  by  a  different 
yvay  from  that  I  had  cpmp. 

Befide  the  pleafure  of  feeing  and  traverfing 
a  new  country,  I  had  alfo  the  hope  of  finding 
fomething  to  add  to  my  collections. 

J  turned  off,  therefore,  to  the  fouth-weft  j 

and 
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und  after  travelling  fourteen  leagues,  which 
was  the  bufinefc  of  three  days,  I  arrived  at  the 
Groene^Rivier  (Green-River).  But  how  much 
-did  I  ftill  deceive  myfelf  by  the  dreams  of  my 
imagination  ! 

The  firft  obje&  I  noticed  on  my  arrival  was 
the  dung  of  an  elephant,  yet  warm.  This  in- 
dicated that  fome  of  thefe  animals  were  near. 
I  took  Swanepoel  with  me,  and,  without  Iofing 
time,  fet  off  to  trace  them,  while  my  camp  was 
eredting.  To  fee  me  depart  attended  only  by 
&  fingle  man,  it  feenaed  as  if  I  Were  going  to 
kill  a  hare  or  a  rabbit.  Formerly  I  fhould  not 
in  this  manner  have  ventured  at  fuch  fport ; 
\>#t  infenfibly  we 'become  hardy,  fo  that  the 
greateft  dangers  appear  nd-morq  than  com- 
mon occurrences. 

We  had  not  proceeded  three  hundred  paces 
before  we  perceived  five  elephants  (landing  in 
the  midft  of  the  trees  that  fkjrted  the  river, 
£ach  of  us  fingled  out  his  objedt,  each  brought 
down  his  beaft,  and  the  other  three  fled.  At 
the  report  my  hunters  h^ftened  to  us  ;  and 
when  arrived,  my  old  Swanepoel,  hitherto 
confidered  by  them  as  an  honeft  fellow,  fit 
pply  to  take  care  of  my  chickens,  tauntingly 
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pointed  at  the  elephant  he  had  killed,  and 
aiked  if  they  could  mend  the  {hot. 

The  animals  were  both  males,  and  nearly  of 
the  lame  height  and  bulk,  meafuring  about  tea 
feet  each  [ten  feet  eight  inches  Englifh}* 
This  is  the  ufual  fize,  of  elephants  in  Africa, 
Where  it  is  very  rare  to  meet  with  iany  that 
reach  to  eleven  or  twelve  feet.  They  .were, 
however,,  not  of  the  fame  age,  and.  confe* 
quently  their  tufks  were  very  unequal ;  thole 
of  <?ne  weighing  feventy  or  eighty  pounds, 
while  thofe  of  the  other  did  not  exceed  five- 
and-thirty  or  forty. 

\  What  convinced  me  ftill  more  of  the  di£» 
ference  of  their  ages  was,  that  the  heavier 
tufks  were  nearly  folid  throughout,  while 
the  others  were  hollow  two-thirds  of  their 
length :  the  elder,  too,  had  his  grinding  teeth 
much  worn,  while  the  grinding  teeth  .of  the 
other  were  in  good  prefervation  and  entire* 
The  ivory  of  old  elephants,  being  more  com- 
pa6t  and  heavy,  is  more  valuable  and  fetches 
a  higher  price :  from  its  denfity  it  takes  alfo 
a  finer  polilh,  appears  fwhiter,  and  is  lefs  liable 
to  grow  yellow. 

The  Green- River  was  covered  with  aquatic 
i  fowls- 
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Jbwl&of  all  kinds,  particularly  pelicans,  flamiri-' 
goes,  and  wild  geefe.  I  alfo  met  with  the  i>ight-> 
heron,  the  crefted  purple  heron,  the  common 
heron,  and  the  black  ftork,  all  exactly  fimilai' 
to  thofejof  Europe. 

The  dead  elephants  procured  me  feveral 
birds  of  prey.  I  conftru&ed  within  fliot  of 
.  their  carcafes  a  little  arbour,  in  which  I  con- 
cealed myfelf  to  lie  in  wait  for  fuch  birds  as 
fhould  come  to  feed  on  them.  From  morning 
till  night  they  alighted  by  hundreds,  and  I 
killed  fuch  as  appeared  to  me  to  deferve  the 
preference. 

During  my  refidence  at  Green-River,  I 
changed  my  encampment  feveral  times,  and 
thus  travelled  over  a  fpace  of  eight  or  ten 
leagues  on  its  banks.  At.  length  I  quitted 
them,  and  gained  thofe  of  the  Swarte-Doom 
(Black-Thorn),  at  the  very  place  where  I  met 
Pinar  for  the  firft  time.  I  fpent  the  night 
there,*  and  the  next  day  bent  my  courfe  to-  > 
wards  the  mountains  to  the  fouth.  The  road 
was  terrible  for  my  waggons.  After  a  la- 
borious march  of  fix  hours,  we  arrived  at 
the  foot  of  a  chain  of  arid  mountains,  the 
bare  and  rufty  rocks  of  which,  pi&urefquely 
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heaped  on  one  another,  exhibited  a  lingular 
and  fantaftic  fpe&acle;  but  none  could  be 
better  calculated  for  a  retreat  .to  the  Boflimen. 
On  feeing  them,  I  whifpered  to  myfelf  that  I 
ought  to  be  on  my  guard  :  yet,  notwithftand- 
ing  my  miftruft,  I  was  taken  unawares. 

My  people  were  bufy  in  pitching  my  camp. 
I  in  the  mean  time  having  perceived  fome 
wood-peckers  of  a  fcarce  fpecies,  which  I 
have  named  the  rock  wood-pecker,  followed 
v  them,  and  found  myfelf  infenfibly  on  one  q£ 
the  cliffs,  from  which  I  overlooked  my  camp* 

Suddenly  I  heard  three  difcharges  of  my 
large  carbine  as  fignals  of  alarm.  Looking 
about  me,  I  faw,  qn  the  one  hand,  my  people 
running  in  diforder,  and,. on  the  other,  a  party 
of  Bofhmen,  ^ho  had  feized  my  oxen,  and 
were  driving  them  into  a  defile,  where  they 
would  foon  be  out  of -fight. 

I  defcended  the  mountains  with  precipi- 
tancy, and,  wheij  I  arrived  at  its  foot,  I  found 
Klaas  galloping  to  inform  me  of  my  misfor- 
tune. He  gave  me  his  horfe.  I  mounted 
it,  and  rode  full  fpeed  toward  the  defile  j  but  I 
had  fcarcely  advanced  fifty  paces,  when  my 
hfitk  ftumbled  in  a  porcupine's  hole,  and 
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threw  me  on  my  fide.  My  fall  was  fi>  fevefre?* 
that,  when  I  rofe,  I  could  not  ufe  my  left  arm, 
and  1  imagined  my  fhoulder  to  be  diflocatcd. 
Klaas  came  to  me :  I  ordered  him  to  remount 
the  horfe,  while  I  returned  to  the  camp  on 
foot,  unable  to  take  any  part  in  this  adventure, 
and  leaving  my  people  to  terminate  it  in  the 
beft  way  they  could.  It  was  night  before 
they  returned,  when  I  learned,  with  forrow, 
that  two  of  the  Boflmien  had  been  killed* 
All  my  oxen,  however,  were  brought  back 
except  three ;  and  thefe  were  not  milled  tHl 
we  were  about  to  depart  the  next  day.  ( 

That  the  robbers  might  not  make  another 
attempt,  1  departed  at  d*y-break  j  and  by  a 
march  of  fix  or  feven  hours,  in  the  fame 
dire£tion  as  the  day  before^  I  arrived  at  a 
place  where  I  was  met  by  foa^e  Hottentots  of 
the  horde,  of  Klaas  Bafter,  who  knew  me. 
They  informed  us,  that  his  horde  had  quitted 
the  mountains  of  Namero,  and  had  fettled 
-five  leagues  from  the  fpot  where,  I  was. .  .  t 

Bafter  being  ftill  with  me,  {  cortceiyed.  my- 
felf  bound  in  gratitude,  after  the  important 
ferviccs  I  had  received  at  his  hands*  to  re- 
ftore  him,  inperfpn,  to  the  arms  of  hia  wife, 

his 
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his  children,  and  his  friends.  I  repaired, 
therefore,  to  the  horde.  His  return  occafion- 
ed  inexpreffible  joy;  which  was  fo  much  the 
greater,  as  they  fuppofed  us  to  be  dead,  and 
had  defpaired  of  ever  feeing  us  more.  It  was 
in  confequence  of  this  perfuafion,  that  they 
had  thought  proper  to  remove  and  fettle  in 
another  place. 

The  people  of  the  horde  told  me  another 
piece  of  news,  which  gave  me  ftill  greater 
pleafure  than  the  former:  it  was,  that  the 
worthy  Schoenmaker  had  alfo  quitted  the 
mountains,  and  eftablifhed  his  camp  in  the 
neighbourhood*  Eager  to  fee  this  honed  be- 
ing, for  whom  I  had  fo  great  an  efteem,  and 
to  wh6m  I  owed  fo  many  obligations,  I  in- 
(tantly  paid  him  a  vifit,  and  embraced  him 
With  the  tendered  affe&ion* 

The  fervices  which  he  had  exerted  himfelf 
to  render  me  were  alive  in  my  memory  and 
ihy  heart,  and  I  wanted  no  new  motive  to  in- 
tereft  me  in  his  behalf.  But  I  cohfefs  I  could 
not  behold  him  Surrounded  with  his  wives  and 
children,  like  a  good  -father  and  kind  hufband, 
without  feeling  myfelf  ftill  more  inclined  to 
ferve  him  to  the  utmoft  of  my  power. 

I  acquainted  him  with  the  defign  I  had 
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formed  of  foliating  his  pardon*  and  of  ob- 
taining from  the  Government  leave  for  him  to 
return  to  the  colony.  He  thanked  me  whh 
.emotion  for  the  kindnefa  of  my  hjtenturas: 
but,  though  he  had  great  confidence  in  the 
friendlhip  with  which  Colonel  Gordon,  hot- 
poured  him,  and  tiill  greater  in  the  na&  {.dis- 
played for  his  welfare,  he  had  little  hope  of 
my  fuccefc ;  no  inftanee,  he  faid,  of  fuch 
pardon  having  ever  been  knoivn. 

I  encouraged  him  as  much  as  I  could^byaf- 
fuang  hfm  of  the  warmth  with, which  I  would 
iolicif.  the  favour. .  Indeed,  that  with  which  he 
infpired  me  at  the  moment  was  fa  great,  that, 
not  doubting  of  fuccefs,  I  protefted,  he  (hould 
foon  hear  from  mey  and  requeued  him  ta  be 
in  readinefs  to  fet  off  at  the  earBeft  notice* 

He  liftened  to  my  confol$tory  proinife^  with 
tears.  But  the  fear  of  their  failure  was  predo- 
minant; and  his  imafin^ioAvXokwigtc«twed 
yrith  continual  anxiety,  depicted  tohinxa  thou- 
(and  chimeras,  which  he  dared  not  cornet  J)im~ 
felf,  and  which  I  had  great  diijculty  to  de^roy. 

To  dfiflfpate  thefe  glppmy  ideas,  ando^iw 

his  fpirits,  I  turned  his  mind  to  another  obr 

je£t.     I  ipoke  to  him  of  his  little  hermitage 

near  the. Orange,  related  my  adventure .  with 
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fite  tratelkrs  I  bad  met,  and  told  turn  how  I 
had  taken  upcte  myfeifto  difpofe  of  the  place* 
and  beftow  k  oil  anl  unfortunate  family ;  not 
doubting,  from  the  teftimonies  he  had  given  me 
df  his  friendship,  but  he  would  confirm  a  gift 
taade  without  his  cbnfent. — As  I  had  fuppofed, 
he  approved  it  without  the  fmalleft  hesitation, 

a  When  I  arrived  in  thefe  deferts,"  faid  he, 
u  I  was  without  flielter,  and  without  refouree, 
41  like  thofe  on  whom  you  have  bellowed  your 
"  pc6te&ion.  My  own  misfortunes  have  *en- 
"  dered  mefenfible  to  thofe  of  others.  I  congra* 
u  tulate  myfelf  o&  the  good  ufe  you  have  made 
"  of  my  little  eftate.  May  it  prove  the  afylum 
u  you  wifh,  and  long  preferve  the  remem*- 
<c  branee  of  its  founder,  arid  of  him  who  has 
"  thuscorifecratcd  it  by  ian  ad:  of  benevolence!" 

Kla&s  Bafter  had  accompanied  me  to  Scho- 
e»maker'&  Seeing  me  ready  to  refume  my 
journey  towards  the  Cape,  he  requefted  my 
permiflion  to  return  to  his  family;  and  to  this 
I  the  more  willingly  confented,  as  thencefor- 
ward he  could  be  of  no  fervice  to  me.  Before 
we  parted,  I  made  him  a  prefent  of  fome  pow- 
der and  foot,  fome  beads  for  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren, and  two  of  my  dogs,  of  which  he  had 
become  particularly  fond  during  our  journey. 
Gga  As 
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As  there  was  no  route  in  ore  commodious  for 
my  waggons  than  th*t  of  the  Elephantsr Ri- 
ver, I  feftt  thehi  and  the  greater  part  fcf  mj 
caravan  before  me,  with  directions  to  tate  the 
fame  road  as  we  had  come,  ami  to  wait  for 
me  oil  its  banks.  Purposing  to  traverftrthe 
country,  and  reach  the  river  by  a  dHFereftt 
way,  I  took  with  me  fix  of  my  Hottentot* 
and  a  few  dogs,  and  entered  among  the  msmii- 
tato*. 

We  carried  nothing  with  us  but  powder 
and  fhot,  refolving  to  fieep  in  the:  open  *it9 
and  to  live  on  the  fruits  of  the  chace.  - 
'<  The  firft  rtight*  we  todk  up  our  abode  on 
the  ridgtf  4>f  the  mountains  vfr  here  had  for- 
merly been  fitt&ated  one  of  the  kraals  of  >Kiaas 
Barter.  We:  hertf  foflfered  extremelytfranL  the 
cold.  Long  accuftomed  as  we  had  been  to 
the  heat  of  the  plain,  the  dool  temperature  of 
thefe  heights  had  the  greater  e#e6k  upoa  <us  j 
arid  the  wbrft  of  our  fituation  wasf  we^eonld 
procure  ncriVoGd  te make  a: fire.  Fortunately, 
however,  cattle  having  a  long  time  beeh&ept  in 
thefpot',  we  found  <an  abundance  of  ihehtdried 
dung ;  arid  >  the  gentle  wmratb  aiSicdid  by  this 
fort  offuel  mitigated  the  rigour  ofthefcokj.:  y 
.  Another  misfortune  was,  that,  carrying  no 
6  provifion, 
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provifion,  we  had  nothing  to  eat ;  and  game 
in  thefe  mountains  was  extremely  fcarce*  la 
three  day*  we  had  been  able  to  kill  only  a  fingle 
Jprinfi  antelope*  which  was  a  poor  fupply  for 
fevdtt  perfons.  At  length  our  neceffity  was 
fo  great,  that,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  third 
flay,  being  totally  deftitute  of  food,  it  was  re* 
(bived  that  each  of  us  fhould  take  his  own, 
<*>urfe,  and  hunt  for  himfelf. 

Klaas,  from  his  attachment  to  me,  would 
not  leave  me.  We  killed  three  wood-peckers 
and  fix  larks.  My  hunters  might  have  done 
ftill  better, by  fhooting at  damans;  but,  greedy 
of  larger  game,  they  negledted  thefe- to  feek 
for  pt her  antelopes.  They  all  returned .  empty 
band?df  and  were  of  courfe,  from  th^ir  pre* 
peding  fail  -and  the  violent  exercife  they  had. 
token,  doubly  hungry. 

I  much  regretted,  that  I  coidd  not  fhare 
with  them  the  produce  of  my  chace,  But,  as 
it  was  fcarcely  fuffiqient  for  Klaas  and  myfelf, 
how  cpuld  it  have,  been  {hared  with  live 
others?     • 

On  this  occafion  I  was  witnefs  to  the  ef- 
fects which  the  terrible  want  called  hunger  is 
ppafcle  of  producing.  I  have  heard  a  cele- 
Crg3  hratcd 
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brated  naturalift,  Rome  de  Lille,  whofe  re* 
Cent  lofs  we  cannot  but  lament,  fay  that,  dur- 
ing the  fiege  of  Pondicherry  in  1761,  he  h^d 
been  reduced  to  fuch  extremity,/  that  hp 
deemed  it  a*  happinefir<*o  purchafe,  for  their 
height  in  gold,  an  old  pair  of  leather  breeches, 
which,  out  of  humanity^  he.  flared  witl* 
diree  officers,  his^frlerids.  Nothing  was  left 
for  my  Hottentots  but  the  flrin  pf  our  aptelope. 
Accordingly,  having  no  other  food,  they  feu- 
ed  upon  this;  and,  without  ai>y  preparation, 
broiled  it  as  it  was  with  the  hair  on;  $ad  de- 
voured the  wliole  of  it* 

The  burning  of  the  hair  diffufed  a  noifomc 
foiell  round  the  fire,  which  turned  me  lick. 
My  hungry  people  themfelvesajtyearcd  dif- 
gufted  at  it 'i  yet  I  faw  them  tear  the  naufe- 
ous  leather  to  pieces  with  their1  hands  and 
teeth.  Ip  (different  circumftances,  the  diftort- 
ed  features  with  which  their  repugnance  ae? 
'f  ompanled  thefe  efforts  would  Jprobably  have 
excited  my  laughter  j  in  the  prefect,  they 
pierced  my  heart,  and  gave  me  an  idea  of  the 
fearful  extremities  to  which 'meii  may  be 
ftiven  by  famine. 

pur  fituation  made  me  regret  that  I  had 
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quitted  my  caravan:  for,  if  obliged  to  fire  at 
farall  birds  f6r  food,  as  we.  had  hitherto  done, 
we  fhould  foon  exhauft  our  ammunition,  and 
thereby  be  reduced  to  the  utmoft  perplexity. 
Happily,  however,  getting  farther  to  the  eaft, 
we  perceived,  in  the  plain  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  mountains,  feveral  plantations  belonging 
to  the  colonifta.  This  fight  gladdened  my 
fkin-eaters.  We  defcended  the  mountains* 
and  repaired  to  the  nigheft  plantation,  where 
we  did  not  arrive  till  it  was  dufk.  As  foon 
as  we  were  perceived,  we  were  taken  for 
Bofhmen  or  thieves  coming  to  attack  snd 
pillage  the  houfe,;  the  dogs  were  .turned  loofe 
upon  us;  and  it  was  well  we  werq  not  wel- 
comed with  a  few  fhot.  Fortunately  they 
were  flopped  and  repulfed  by  my  pack  jv  and 
the  matter  himfelf,  running  out  at  the  noife, 
and  perceiving  me  to  be  an  European,  called 
back  his  people  and  his  dogs,  aud  came  to 
meet  me.  He  had  heard  of  my  expedition  ; 
and,  when  I  told  him  my  name,  he  made 
an  apology,  and  prefled  me  to  .enter  ,his  habi- 
tation. I  mentioned  our  diftrefs,and  requeft- 
ed  fome  food  for  my  people.  ,  He  generoufly 
complied,  and  gave  us,  indeed,  fo  friendly  a 
Gg4  reception 
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reception,  that  I  fpent  the  night  under,  his 
rbo£ 

At  my  departure  I  was  defirous  of :  recom- 
peqfing  his  kindnefs:  but,  not  .contested 
With  refuting  every  token  of  acknowledge- 
ment, he  would  give  my  people  a  loaf  and  a 
quarter  of  mutton,  to  ferve  them  on  their 
journey  ;  and  a$  for  myfelf,  obfefving  that  I 
ate  fcarcely  any  thing  but  butter,  he  ordered 
fome  frefh  to  be  made,  and  infilled  on  my  ac- 
cepting a  pot  of  it, 

I  returned  to  the  mountains,  becaufe,  being 
able  from  their  fummits  to  difcover  the  Ele- 
phants-River, at  which  my  caravan  ought  by 
this  time  to  have  arrived,  I  Ihould  the  better 
know  how  to  direct  my  courfe,  Our  march 
continued  ftill  three  days4onger,  without  af* 
fording  any  thing  to  intercft  me,  bvx  a  night 
fpent  near  a  beautiful  fprlng  that  abounded 
with  the  fhrub  pn  which  grows  thefruit  caJled 
jn  that  country  wf/f's-gjft  (wolf  Vpol&n). 

This  narne  is  derived  from  the  prbperty 
j>oflefle4  by  the  fruU,  when  roafted*  «f  poi- 
fpning  any  carnivorous  animals  that;  may  eat 
.of  it.  ,  It  is  prepared  like  soiFee,  ground  ip 
the  fame  manner,  and  the  pdwdet  is  then 
•-'..,  ftrewed 
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ftrewed  over  pieces  of  fteflv  which  i 
for  thefe  animals  in  the  night.     Th 
intended  thiefly  for  the  jackal- an 
Atffixmas  it  is  fwallowfed,'  tihtfanrm 
profllgiouflyj  and  dies  iriote  or1  Ids  i 
kccowdin^  tei  the  quantity  he  has  tal  i 
iengfli  We  pefrceivfed1  fome  lirge  tree? 
by  thdr  winding  pofition,  appeared 
fome  river. '    Not  doubting  but  it  was 
pharits*-River,  :we  defcended  the  moi  : 
reach  its  banks.     The  river,  indeed, 
but  we  had  roamed  fo  much'  farthei 
were  aware,  that,  returning  upon  c  i 
-or  rather  proceeding  down  the  ftreai : 
not  till  after  two  encampments  that  w  : 
the  placd  of  rendezvous,  the  houf< 
2*eyl ;  where,  when  we  arrived,  alln 
■and  waggoiisi  found  had  fceeii  waitir  j 
three  days.     *  T 

IVfy  caravan  was  conffderably  di 
Thi  Hottentot  cattle-dealers,  aftex 
pafled  the  Aver;  had  repaired  to  the 
tive  hordes;  leaving  only  two  of  th 
in  the  camp,  to  wait  for  me,  and  n 
money  or  in  kind  the  value  of  th: 
they  hsA  fold  me  at  th?  Orange. 
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I  wifhed  to  return  it  them  ia,  kind,  to  lave 
them  the  trouble  of  going  to  the  colony  to  pur* 
chafe  more  j  but,  to  do  this,  I  xnuft  buy  it  my* 
fei£  Van  Zeyjj  had  none;  but  at  another 
planter's  near,  hp  informed  me  I  might  pro- 
cure ibme*  /Accordingly  I,  went  thither  on 
horlcback,  and  purphafed  the  quantity  I  want- 
ed, at  the  exorhjitant  price  of  a  Dutch  fcalin 
(fixpence)  a  pound.  Thus  having  difcharged 
my  debt  to  my  travelling  companions,  I  re- 
paired to  Hecrt-logmcnt)  that  grotto  fo  natu? 
rally  carpeted  by  the  foliage  of  a  large  tree* 
and  which  I  have  already  described. 

Every  thing  was  green  in  this  diftri&,  as  hjt 
thofe  I  had  lately  traverfed,  and  cpnfequently 
very  different  from  what  it  was  at  my  former 
,vifit..    But  the  peighbourhig  planters,  by  way 
of  huibanding  the  failure  on  their  own  eftafes, 
had  driven  thefr  herds  hithfer ;  and  thefe  herds 
wgre  fo  mifrierous,*  thft  the  herbage  waa.alaioft 
.all  eaten. up*;   The  keepers  of  the.cattie  even 
aflured/me,  dia^  if  I  pnrfiied  theahdiiiary 
groiite  to  the  Cape,.  I  Ihould  every  tfhtre  ex- 
perience, f  he  fatne  inconvenience;  and^they 
^advifed  me  to  travel  xpore  to  the  (putfv-ttreft, 
through  Verldore-Votky,^  (loft-lafee}!  w^ejre>  the 
s  -  1  paftu- 
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pafturage  having  fuffered  lefs  ia  this  way,  I 
fhpuld  npceffarily  find  a  better  fupply. 

Impatient  as  I  was  to  reach  the  Cape,  tliig 
Circuit,  which  would  coil  me  feverat  day* 
march,  was  extremely  againft  my  will:  but 
jieceffity  compelled  me  to  fubmit  to  it.  In 
two  d^ys  I  arrived  in  Vtrloorc-Voley^  which  I 
found  to  bean  extenfive  lake,  feparatcd  from 
the  fea  by  a  narrow  border  of  Tandy  downs. 

The  lake  and  its  banks  being  covered  with 
birds  of  every  kind,  I  flattered  myfclf  I  fhould 
find  fome  for  my  colledion  that  would  recora* 
penfc  me  for  the  length  of  the  road.  In  faO» 
I  faw  there  not  only  all  the  birds  that  I  had 
|net  with  on  Green-River,  but  alfo  the  coot 
of  Europe,  different  fpecies  of  grebes,  particu- 
larly that  called  by  naturalifts  the  horned  grebe9 
*nd  a,  particqlar  fpecies  of  penguin. 

This  bird  has  a  creft  of  long  narrow  feathers 
Covering  its  eyes  and  the  fides  of  ita  head,  and 
jhis  creft  it  can  ere&  and  lower  at  will.  T*be 
-fame  fpecies  is  found  about  the  ftratts  of  Ma- 
.  gellaq,  where  it  was  feen  by  the  celebrated 
Bougainville,  who  gave .  it  the,  name  of  hop- 
ping penguin.  Buffon  gives  a  fliort  defcrip* 
f ipq  pf  it  un^erthe  fam?  name,  and  afterwards 
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figures  it  in  his  Planches  Enluminees,  under 
that  of  the  crefted  penguin  of  Siberia. 
-  In  the  fame  lake  I  found  a  great  number  of 
penguins  of  another  fpecles,the  fame  as  Ifpoke 
of  haying  feen  in  Saldanha  bay*  Thefe  pen- 
guins have  on  their  bodies  an  abundance  of 
fat  j  and  J  have  no  doubt  but  the  neighbour- 
ing planters  might  make  of  this  fot  a  lucrative 
article  of  trade,  if  they  would  employ  them- 
felves  in  taking  thefe  birds.  The  profit  would 
be  the  more  certain,  as  the  birds  in  queftioa 
are  extremely  plenty  on  the  weftern  eoaft,  and 
fo  tame  that  they  will  fuffer  therafelves  to  be 
knocked  on  the  head  without  ftirring*  and 
even  to  be  taken  by  the  hand.  This  {how* 
that,  with  a  little  care  and  addrefs,  means  might 
be  found  of  obtaining  them  at  fo  final!  an  ex* 
pence,  that  powder  and  {hot  might  be  fpared, 
and  the  bufinefs  be  almoft  entirely  clear  gain* 

.My  vifit  to  Verloorc-Vaky  procured  me 
gfeat  number  of  aquatic  birds  of  different 
fpecies,  and  among  then;  the  purple  gaJU- 
nule,  which  is  very  abundant  there,  and  ex- 
cellent food.  In  fhort,  th$  lake  (warms  with 
all  the  water-fowls  that  may  be  found  difper&d 
here  and  there  over  the  xp ft  of  this  part  of  the 
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world.  It  is  the  only  place  for  an  ortritholo- 
gift  to  fix  his  refidence,  who  would  wifli  in  a 
Ihort  time  to  procure  a  complete  colle&ion  of 
the  web-footed  and  fhore  birds  of  Africa.  I 
there?  obtained  alfo  a  beautiful  fpecies  of  fmafl 
crefted  falcon,  that  feeds  only  on  crabs  and 
fi£h,  which  it  catches  in  the  fame  way  as  the 
ofprey,  the  bald-buzzard  and  the  kite.  I  fpent 
eleven  days  on  the  borders  of  this  lake,  and 
colle&ed  a  hundred  and  thirty-two  fpecimens 
of  birds,  large  and  fmall.  At  length  my  hun- 
ters brought  me  more  birds  every  day  than  I 
could  tell  how  to  difpofe  of,  and  I  had  not  the 
pleafure  of  killing  a  fingle  one  myfelf,  fo  fully 
was  I  employed  in  preparing  them. 

Finding  myfelf  fo  near  St.  Helen's  Bay,  I 
refclved  to  vifitit.  In  confequence,  I  ordered 
toy  people  to  proceed  with  my  waggons  to 
Swart-Land,  and  wait  for  me  at  the  houfe  of 
my  friend  Slaber.  Swanepoel  was  entrufted 
^with  the  care  of  conducting  them  thither,  and, 
having  done  this,'  was  to  proceed  on  with- 
out delay  to  the  Cape,  to  give  my  friends 
notice  of  my  return,  and  inquire  whether  any 
lettet  had  arrived  for  me  during  my  fifteen 
months  abfence.    The  interval  I  was  to  fpend 
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at  *St>  Helens :  I  had  never  yet  been  there  ; 
and  I  fhould  not  have  forgiven  myfelf,  if,  now 
that  I  was*  fo  near,  I  negle&ed  to  fee  it 

For  this  excurfion  I  took  with  ale  only  the 
feme  hunters  as  had  attended  me  in  my  laft* 
When  I  arriyed  at  the  hay,  I  traveifed  all  its 
windings,  from  one  point  to  the  other.  Kolbeo, 
who  was-  no  better  geographer  than  late  was  a 
naturalift,  and  who  had  feea  no  more  of  St* 
Helen's  Bay  than  he  had  of  the  colonyy  feys 
that  Bcrg-Riviir  difemtegues  iffelf  to  the 
north  of  the  bay ;  and  it  U  thus  he  lay*  it 
doton  in  hit  map.  Kolben  is  miftaken  in  this 
point,  as  he  it  in  *  tfetrofarid  ethers.  The 
mouth  of  the  Berg  is  in  the  fomhern  pact  of 
St.  Helena  The  Bay  itfelf  too  is  improperly 
placed  in  all  our  fea  charts,  its  latitude  being 
wrong  by  more  than  fifteen  miautefc* 

This  river,  which  I  attended  for  a  confide** 
able  way*  is  obftru<3ed  by  forefts  of  reeds,  in- 
to which,  the  hippopotamuses  retire  and  con* 
ceai  themfelves*  Government,  fearing  that 
thefe  amphibious  animals,  the  fpecies  of  which 
it  wiflieato  preserve,  might  be  totally  deftroy- 
ed,  has  prohibited  hunting  them,  under-  pe- 
nalty of  a  fijae.    This  regulation  would'&are 

the 
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the  fate  of  raaay  others,  and  b  al 
fe&ty,  be  no  b^ttarobferv«d,  if  local 
tiea  dk}  not  entire  its  execution*  But 
poffibility  of  penetrating  thefe  focefts 
difcourages  the  hunters,  and  fazures  tl 
of  hippapotaawfes  pore  efie&uatty  th 
whkfa  ia  general  are  felcfoa  joegardted, 
vigour  of  which*  at  thoejcpeoee  of 
or  thirty!  rtxdoUars^  may  with  certa 
averted* 

After  Ijavfog  vtfiteid  .tktf  Bay  of  5t* 
I  proceed^  ;doag  the  fea  fhprft  to  th* 
danha.    Both  abowcteii  alifee^ith  fp 
whales*     Iq  the  itit$te  /poye  called 
JBajf,  I  counted  .twor^nd-t^kty  ,pla 
gather-    It  is  petfe&fy  jiftsaiflung 
governors  tof  the  CkpeJiave  never 
of  this  branch  of  commerce*  which 
tionaWy   would   be  very  lucrative  , 
would  be  necfcffary  to.  leave  it  cm 
the  ook>niftst  merely  referviog  ceil 
ties  on.  the  .fifhery  for  the  co»pan| 
to  be  hoped)  that  the  Dutch  govern*]  i 
forae  day  perceive  the  iwoeffity  o 
ing  ferioufly  to  the  afiairs  of  thia  ii 
iettkmetrt,     They  have  only  to  leai  < 
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habitant*  at  liberty  to  purfue  their  own  fcheifie* 
without  fettering  their  induftry,  and  this  part 
of  Africa  t?ouki  become  the  moft  flourifhing 
on  the  fade  of  the  globe. 

Upon  quitting  Saldanha,  I  proceeded   to* 
wards  the  habitation  of  my  venerable  friend 
Slaber.      His  worthy,    his  amiable  family, 
apprifed  of  my  return  from  my  expedition  by 
the  people  with  my  waggons,  and  informed 
of  my  arrival  by  one  of  my  hunters  whom  I 
lent  on  before,  came  to  nieet  me.     I  was  fur- 
prifed  not  to  fee  my  good  friend  hitnfelf  with 
his  children.    They  informed  me,  that  fince 
my  departure  he  had  been  feized  with   a  fe« 
vert  dyfentery,  and  was  at  the  point  of  death. 
He  had  been  often  anxious  about  me  during 
my  abfence,  and  bad  made  refpe&ing  me  every 
poffible  enquiry.    He  had  wifhed  to  embrace 
me  once  more  before  he  died ;  and  when  he 
few  Swanepoel  and  Klaas  return  without  me, 
he  was  alarmed.     But  they  had  removed  his 
fears  by  accounting  for  my  delay  ;  and  he  ex* 
peded  me  with  impatience* 

They  added,  that  he  was  fo  extremely  ema- 
ciated and  fo  much  altered,  that  I  (houidfearcely 
know  him :  and,  as  they  were  apprehenfivt 
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kis  fitiiation  would  make  upbn  me  at  firft  fight 
fo  ftronganimprefGon  that  I  fhould  be  unable 
to  conceal  my  feelings,  tfcey  befought  me  to 
reftrain  my  furprife,  and  not  alarm  him  to  no 
purpofe*      , 

I  entered  his  clianibet,  affedttrtg  a  degree  of 
joy  which  was  certainly  f^r  from  my  heart.  I 
evfen  profeffed  to  confider  his  difeafe  as  a  flight 
malady ;  and,  after  juft  mentioning  the  fubje£t 
without  waiting  for  his  reply,  I  turned  the 
eonverfation  to  the  fine  bull  I  had  procured 
for  him  pn  my  journey,  arid  which  my  people 
had  no-  doubt  already  prefented  to  him. 

His  ftifFefingSj  however,  hid  fo  much  weaned 
him  from  earth  and  all  its  concerns,  that  he 
ippearfcd  to  pay  little  attention  to  my  prefent, 
dnd  fpoke  only  of  his  approaching  dUToIution. 
At  the  Cape  the  dyfentery  is  to,  people  of  all 
ages  and  conftitutions  a  dangerous  difeafe  j  but 
to  thofe  advanced  in  life  it  is  always  fatal;  and 
I  perceived  too  clearly  that  my  beft  friend  was 
dying* 

Swanepoel,  on  his  return  from  the  Cape, 
brought  me  news  of  my  friends,  and  letters 
from  Europe.  Among  others  was  one  from 
my  refpefted  friend  Boers,  which  informed  me 
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of  his  arrival  in  Holland,  after  an  agreeable 
paflage.  Not  fatisfied  with  the  fervices  he  had 
rendered  me  during  his  abbde  at  the  Cape,  he 
informed  me,  that  he  had  commended  me 
anew  to  all  his  friends,  particularly  to  the  new 
x  filial  Serrurier,  whofe  zeal  and  friendftiip 
towards  me  while  I  remained  in  Africa/  ne- 
ver abated  for  an  itlftant.  A 11  my  acquaint- 
ances invited  me  to  haften  to  the  town  ;  and 
Colonel  Gordon  and  his  lady  wrote  to  me  to 
that  purpofe,  in  the  mod  friendly  manner,  in- 
filling that  I  fhould  take  up  my  abode  at  their 
houfe.    . 

Among  my  letters  were  feveral  alfo  from 
my  family  and  friends  in  France ;  and  one  in 
particular  from  Amfterdam,  which  overturned 
all'my  projefts,  all:  the  arrangements  that  I  had 
already  actually  formed  in  my  head  for  a  third 
journey  into  the  defertsJtwas  from  Temminck, 
who  informed  me,  that  one  of  the  company'* 
{hips,  engaged  in  the  flave  trade,  would  foon  fail 
from  Holland  fortheiflandof  Madagafcar.  This 
veffel  was  to  touch  at  the  Cape  to  vi&ual  and 
water,  fo.that  I  might  eafily  introduce  myfelf 
to  the  Captain,  and  embark  with  him  for  the 
place  of  his  xldtinafaoiu 
.  j      -  5         .;  ^Knowing, 
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RnOwirig,  however,  toy  inclinatic 
Veilings  and  fuppofing  that  I  fhou 
avail  myfelf  of  fuch  an  opportunity  tc 
celebrated  ifland,  the  largeft  in  tin 
World ;  my  friend  had  made  every 
ment  with  the  Captain;  and  of  thefi 
mentshe  gave  md  notice  in  his  letrer. 

I  was  highly  gratified  by  this  obi 
dinefs  to  ferve  me,  which  was  as  coi 
my  inclination  as  it  was  prudently 
It  is  true,  this  new  fcheme  did  not  ac 
my  other :  but  then,  befides  that  it 
me  an  opportunity  of  viiiting  a  la 
never  feen — befides  that  I  fhould  1 
cient  time  completely  to  traverfe  it,  -< 
mull  neceffarily  make  fome  ftay  at 
to  accomplish  the  purpofe  of  her  i 
might  refume  my  former  plan  on  mj 
the  Cape.  For  the  prefent,  therefoi 
up  my  defign  of  vifiting  again  the  im 
of  Africa,  and  employed  myfelf  in 
to . fail  for  Madagafcar:  a  preparati 
would  eafily  be  efteded,  as  my  frier 
had  fmopthed  every  difficulty. 

In  this  hew  arrangement  I  wanti 
waggons  nor  horLa,  nor  teams  of  c 
Hh2 
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indeed  any  of  that  apparatus  and  thofe  attend- 
ants which  had  hitherto  been  neceflary.  My 
oxen, become  ufelefs  to  me,  were  the  firft  things 
1  fought  to  difpofe  of.  Being  extremely  lean, 
and  little  calculated  for  the  yoke  in  their  pre- 
fent  condition,  I  offered  them  to  the  company's 
butcher,  who  paid  me  at  the  rate  of  feven  rix- 
dollars  per  head,  or  about  thirty  livres  French 
money. 

Two  of  my  cows  I  gave  to  Klaas's  wife,  who 
had  accompanied  me  on  my  journey,  and  had 
performed  for  me  the  office  of  a  laundrefs, 
and  fometimes  of  a  cook ;  and  two  others  to 
Swanepoel.  Finally,  I  offered  my  goats  to 
the  daughters  of  Slqber :  but  they  would  only 
accept  them  conditionally,  as  depofits  to  be 
returned  if,  in  confequence  of  taking  a  new 
journey,  I  fhould  hereafter  have  occafion  for 
them. 

In  this  herd  of  goats  were  a  he  and  fhe  pur- 
chafed  by  me  in  the  Nimiqua  country  for  my 
friend  Liewenberg,  of  the  canton  of  the  Four- 
and-Twenty  Rivers,  and  at  his  requeft.  I  had 
the  pleafure  of  delivering  them  to  him  myfelf. 
I  had  not  forgotten  the  bottles  of  lemon  juice, 
which  this  worthy  planter  had  given  me  ija 

my 
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my  journey,  the  friendfhip  he  had  ;  I 
Ihewn  me,  and  the  two  beautiful  bii  i 
had  befen  procured  me  by  his  fons. 

Though  my  prefent  was  trifling  in 
was  the  more  gratifying  to  him,  as  it 
cifely  what  he  had  defired  of  me,  am  I 
reality  he  moft  wifhed  for.     I  after' 
vided  amongft  myhoneft  Hottent 
thing  for  which  I  had  no  farther  occ  \ 
Thus  having  gotten  rid  of  all  that 
lefs  to  me,  I  reckoned  with  my  attend 
appointed  them  to  meet  me  at  the  C 
paid.     Though  they  were  all  eager 
to  their  hordes  to  fee  their  families, 
not  quit  me  without  expreffing  re; 
,  was  I  on  my  part  without  emotion, 
there  were  few  of  them  againft  wl:, 
not  fome  caufe  of  complaint. 

My  new  fcheme  called  me  to  i 
?md  my  attentions,  however  affe&ii 
fincere,  could  be  of  no  ufe  to  a  lick  m 
deplorable  ftate  left  no  hopes  of  his 
I  embraced,  therefore,  for  the  laft  tim 
of  men,  to  whom  I  was  under  the  gr<: 
gations,  and  whom  I  tenderly  loved, 
me  alfo  a  laft  farewell  ;  and  fome  ti 
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learned,  that  his  refpe&able  family  had  to  U* 
merit  his  death. 

At  length,  after  an  ahfence  of  fixteen  month* 
fpent  in  the  deferts  of  Africa,  I  arrived  at  the 
Cape,  where  Gordon  and  his  lady  were  eagerly 
expecting  me.  I  was  welcomed  as  a  friend,  a 
brother,  a  fon,  or  whatever  is  moft  dear ;  and' 
the  kindnefs  of  thefe  beneficent  hofts  jiever 
ilackened  for  a  moment.  •  The  memory  of  my 
gratitude  will  continue  as  long  as  my  travels 
fhall  continue  to  be  read  j  nor  can  I  permit  my- 
fclf  to  be  withheld  from  the  declaration  of  it  by 
the  apprehenfion,  that  that  declaration  may  be 
conftrued  in  a  way  olFenfivg  to  the  felf-love  of 
others. 

My  firft  care,  as  foon  as  I  was  at  liberty, 
was  to  enquire  whether  there  were  any  veflel 
in  the  harbour  bound  for  Europe.  I  foun4 
One  ready  to  fail,  by  which  I  wrote  to  Tem- 
minck,  thanking  him  for  what  he  had  donefor 
me,  and  informing  him,  that  I  had  refolved  to 
accept  his  generous  offer,  and  waited  only  for 
the  arrival  of  the  flave-fliip  which  was  to  tranf-r 
port  me  to  Madagafcar.  I  fent  advice  to  the 
fame  purpbfe  to  my  family,  an4  thought  of 
nothing  but  my  departure, 
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I  had  not  forgotten  poor  Schoenmaker. 
The  very  day  after  my  arrival,  I  had  endea- 
voured to  intereft  Gordon  in  the  fate  of  this 
unhappy  deferter.  The  Colonel  had  confidcr- 
able  regard  for  him,  arid  aflured  me  of  his  in- 
clination to  ferve  him.  In  confe.quence  I  fent 
an  exprefs  to  the  outlaw,  telling  him  to  repair 
immediately  to  the  town.  He  came.  We 
conducted  him  to  the  houfe  of  the  Governor, 
and  folicited  his  pardon  ;  which  was  inftantly 
granted.  He  left  me  to  return  to  his  deferts 
to  fettle  his  affairs,  and  then  came  to  refide  in 
the. colony,  where  he  foon  gdined  the  friend- 
ship of  his  neighbours,  and  married  a  daughter 
of  one  of  them:  a  circumftance  that  feldom 
occurs  in  a  country  where  foldiers'  and  failors 
ate  in  general  held  in  little  eftimation  by  the 
planters. 

While  I  remained  at  the  Cape,  the  flave- 
fhip  came  into  the  road.  I  received  by  it  other 
letters  from  Temminck,  who  again  repeated 
all  he  had  faid  before  refpe£Hng  my  voyage  to 
Madagafcar,  preffing  me  to  undertake  it,  and 
having  no  doubt  but  the  captain  of  the  veffel, 
who  was  under  the  greateft  obligations  to  him, 
would  do  every  thing  in  his  power  for  my 
-  m    •      H  h  4  accommo- 
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accommodation.  But  I  very  foon  perceived 
that  my  friend  had  been  miftaken  with  regard 
to  thi§  captain,  \yhofe  cofidudt  plainly  fhowed 
me  how  little  he  wifhe4  that  I  fhould  accom- 
pany him.  Unwilling  to  exppfemyfelftothe, 
certain  inconvenience  of  making  fuch  a  voy- 
age with  a  man  who  vifibly  regarded  me  with 
jealoufy,  fearing  no  doqbt  th#  J  fhould  prove 
an  obftacle  to  his  commercial  prpje&s,  I  gave 
up  the  idea  for  the  moment ;  and,  other  crofi} 
circumftances  continuing  to  procraftinate  the 
fcheme,  I  abandoned  it  entirely.  All  my 
thoughts  ^rere  ppw  centred  in  Europe,  and  \ 
became  wholly  difgufted  with  travelling,  till 
the  time  when,  renouncing  the  fqciety  of  my 
fpecies,  deceived  by  them,  outraged  in  the 
pureft  fentiments  of  my  heart,  I  was  led  once 
more  to  figh  for  a  defert,  and  was  no  longer 
able  but-  in  imagination  to  gratify  my  defire. 

At  laft  an  opportunity  of  departing  arrived. 
The  (hips  of  tfye  Dutch  Eaft-India  company 
were  returning  home.  I  folicited  a  paffage, 
which  was  granted  me.  There  were  five  vef- 
fels  bound  for  Europe  in  the  road,  and  the 
queftion  was,  in  which  I  could  embark  with* 
n>y  effe£t$.     One  of  thefq  yeflels  had  brpugty 

frqn} 
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from  China  an  old  fupercargo  of  tht 

with  his  wife  and  children.     I  had 

then  fallen  in  with  thcfe  people  ij 

companies  at  the  Cape*  and  I  rejo 

thought  of  haying  them  to  myfelf, 

too  for  a  confideraWe  time;   for  it 

to  enliven  jthe  tedioufnefe  of  a  long 

the  charm  cjf  agreeable  company, 

able  occafionally  to  contemplate  a 

face,  whpn  the  fea,  the  Iky,  or  failc 

dirty  drefles,  are  the  objects,  and  th 

ie&s,  constantly  before  the  eye*     S 

have  been  my  lot :  at  leaft  fuch  ] 

would  have  been.     But  probably  tl 

thought  me  too  eager  for  a  pafli 

accordingly,  without  a  direct  denial 

me  I  ftiould  be  fo  badly  accommo 

he  fo  pofitively  refufed  to  take  mj 

board  with  me,,  that  I  was  obliged 

the  defign.    Being  lefs  a  courtier  th 

to  my  riches,  I  could  by  no  means 

be  feparated  from  them.    They  wei 

fent  aboard  another  veffel,  ?md  the 

was  freed  from  my  importunities. 

fufal  he  gave  me  my  life>  while,  po 

jjttk  thought  of  lofing  his  owsu 
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I  embarked  in  the  Ganges,  commanded  by 
Captain  Paardekooper.  We  failed  from  Falfe- 
Bay  the  14th'  of  July,  1784,  accompanied  by 
four  other  of  the  company's  fhips.  We  had 
fcarcely  cleared  the  bay,  when  contrary  winds 
drove  us  to  the  fouthward,  where  a  horrible 
tempeft  aflailed  us,  and  we  were  driven  by  a 
violent  gale  to  the  latitude  of  370'  fouth.  I 
felt  by  experience  how  much  reafon  the  Por- 
tuguefe  had  to  call  the  fouthernmoft  part  of 
Africa  the  Cape  of  Tempefts.  On  this  fearful 
occafion  we  loft  two  men,  whom  the  waves 
wafhed  off  the  deck.  Every  effort  was  made 
to  fave  them,  but  in  vain  :  they  were  twenty 
times  overwhelmed  by  mountains  of  water/ 
and  at  laft  perifhed.     Our  veflel,  which  was 

:  old,  greatly  fuffered  :  the  water  penetrated  in 
all  parts;  and  notwithftanding  every  thing  that 
could  afterwards  be  done  to  remedy  the  evil, 
fte  remained  leaky  during  the  whole  voyage. 
'  We  were  eleven  days  in  this  diftreffing  fitu- 
ation;  which,  with  the  image  of  death  every 
moment  before  our  eyes,  were  a  long  and  te- 

'  dious  period.     On  one  of  thole  nights  of  hor- 
ror, feveral  guns  were  fired  as  fighals  of  dif—  , 

v  trefs  by  one  of  the  veflels  j  and,  to  our  grief* 

the 
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the  next  day  the  Midddbourg,  the  veffel  into 
which  I  had  been  refufed  admiffion,  was  nfc 
longer  to  be  feen.  Certain  that  fhe  had  funk, 
I  addrefled  alhort  prayer  to  heaven  for  the 
fupercargo's  young  wife,  apprehenfive  every 
jnoment  that  I  fhould  myfelf  be  buried  in  the 
fame  grave.  However,  we  had  the  happinefs 
at  lail  to  double  the  Cape,  fo  much  dreaded  by 
failors.  On  the  loth  of  Auguft  we  puffed  ia 
fight  of  St,  Helena,  and  on  the  25th  eroded 
(he  line  in  the  longitude  of  35 8°, 

During  the  whole  voyage,  I  never  caft  my 
eyes  backward  without  feeing  in  imagination 
the  unfortunate  Middelbourg.  What  a  dread- 
ful moment,*  faid  I  to  myfelf,  muft  it  have  been 
when  the  whole  of  that  family  were  fwallowed 
up  by  the  waves !  I  fancied  I  heard  the  laft 
ihrieks  of  the  unfortunate  mother  mingled  with 
the  dying  fcreams  of  her  poor  children.  Alas  I 
that  hour  had  not  yet  arrived,  but  awaited  then* 
when  in  fight  of  the  port  for  which  they  were 
bound. 

The  four  veflels  failed  in  company,  'without 
Jofing  fight  of  each  other  j  and  we  even  vifked 
one  another,  when  the  weather  was  calm,  and 
yr$.  Qould  hoift  out  our  boats. 

When 
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When  this  kind  of  intercourfe  was  rendered 
impradicable  by  high  winds  and  a  too  ftormy 
fea^  we  had  recourfc  to  another,  that  of  mu- 
tually writing  letters,  of  which  the  gulls  and 
terns  were  the  carriers. 

Thefe  birds,  beaten  by  the  winds  and  tired 
with  their  flight,  would  pitch  upon  our  yards 
to  reft  themfelves,  where  the  failors  eafily 
caught  them.  Having  fattened  our  little  epif- 
tles  to  their  legs,  we  then  let  them  fly,  and, 
making  a  noife  to  prevent  their  alighting 
again  on  our  veflel,  obliged  them  to  wing 
their  courfe  to  the  next*  There  they  were 
caught  again  by  the  crew,  and  fent  back  to  us 
in  the  fame  manner  with  anfwers  to  our  let- 
ters. This  curious  ftratagem  has  fomething 
kind  and  afFedionate  in  it,  which  tranfports 
me  to  other  regions  ;  and  it  is  one  of  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  my  travels  which  I  always  re- 
colled  with  additional  pleafure. 

Jn  the  latitude  of  jo°  15^  north,  and  Ion- 
gitude  355°,  we  met  with  a  calm  that  delayed 
lis  feveral  days,  and  in  the  interval  I  witnefled 
a  phenomenon,  which,  though  known  to  the 
•f  rew,  was  to  me  perfedly  new, 

fiti  enormous  flat  fifh,  of  the  ray  genua, 
*  cawq 
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tame  and  fwam  round  our  veflel. 
from  the  common  ray,  however,  in 
of  its  head,  which,  inftead  of  bein 
formed  a  crefcent,  and  from  the  t 
of  the  femicircle  iffued  two  arms  : 
which  the  failors  called  horns.     2 
two  feet  wide  at  the  bafe,  and  only 
at  the  extremity.     This  monfter 
me  was  called  the  fea-devil. 

A  few  hours  after,  we  faw  two  c 
this>  one  of  which  was  fo  extrer 
that  it  was  computed  by  the  crew 
or  fixty  feet  wide.     Each  fwam 
and  was  furrounded  by  thofe  fmall 
ufually  precede  the  lhark,  and/whici 
fore  called'  by  feamen  pilot-fifh. 
three  carried  on  each  of  th§ir  hor 
fifh,  about  the  fize  of  a  man's  arm 
yard  long,  which  appeared   to  b 
there  on  duty. 

You  would  have  faid  they  were 
nels  placed  to  keep  watch  for  the  (I 
animal,  to  inform  him  of  any  a 
danger,  and  to  guide  his  moverae 
approached  too  near  the  veflel,  tl 
their  polls,  and,  fwimming  brifkly 
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him  affiray.  If  he  role  too  high  above  th« 
water,  they  paffed  backward  and  forward  ovet 
his  back,  till  he -had  defcended  deeper.  If* 
on  the  contrary,  he  fwam  too  low,  they  di& 
appeared,  and  we  faw  no  more  of  them,'  be- 
^caufe,  no  doubt,  they  were  pafling  under- 
neath, as  in  the  preceding  inftan  :e  they  had 
paffed  above,  him.  Accordingly  we  found 
him  re-afcend  towards  the"  furface,  and  then 
the  two  fentinels  reaffumed  their  pofts,  each 
on  his. horn. 

During  the  three  days  that  the  calm  conti-* 

/  nued,  and  we  remained  motionlefs  for  want  of 
wind,  thefe  manoeuvres  were  many  times  re- 
peated before  our  eyes  as  to  each  of  the  three 
monftcrs. 

I  was  defirous  of  catching  one  of  them,  in 

.  order  to  examine  it  at  leifure.  Bur,  when  I 
propofed  it  to  the  crew,  they  treated  it  as  im- 
pofiible.  However,  on  my  promifing  a  dozen 
bottles  of  wine  to  any  one  who  fhould  ac- 
complifh  it,  their  ardour  was  roufed;  and  trie 
attempt,  which  was  before  deemed  impra&i- 
cable,  was  now  only  difficult. 
•  They  all  ran  to  their  harpoons,  and  polled 
themfelves  here  and  thereby  the  Slip's  fide  in 

readinefe 
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feadinefs  to  ftrike.  A  failor  {landing  near  the 
bowfprit,  more  fortunate  than  the  reft,  ftruck 
one  of  the  three  fifh  on  the  back :  then  letting 
but  his  line,  that  he  might  have  room  to  beat 
about  and  tire  himfelf,  he  at  laft  towed  him 
gradually  to  the  furface  of  the  water, .  The 
animal  lay  perfe&ly  motionlefs ;  and  we  made 
no  doubt  of  .qafily  drawing  him  upon  deck. 
One  harpoon,  however,  being  inefficient  to 
fupport  hhn,  particularly  as  it  had  penetrated 
but  a  little  way,  twelve  or  fifteen  more  were 
ftruck  into  him  at  once,  fo  as  to  fix  him  com- 
pletely :  feveral  halfers  were  pafled  round  his 
body,  and  he  was  thus  hoifted  on  board. 

This  was  the  lead  of  the  three,  being  only 
cight-and- twenty  feet  in  its  extreme  breadth, 
#nd  one-and-twenty  in  length  from  the  ex- 
tremity of  the  horns  to  that  of  the  tail.  The 
tail,  which  was  thick  in  proportion  to  the^ 
body,  was  twenty-two  inches  long.        * 

The  mouth,  placed  exactly  likenhat  of  the 
ray,  was  wide  enough  to  fwallow  a  man  with 
eafe.  The  fkin  was  white  under  the  belly,  and 
brown  on  the  back,  like  that  of  the  ray* 

We  reckoned  the  animal  to  weigh  not.le!^ 
certainly,  than  a  ton* 

About 
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About  twenty  fmali  flicking  fifh  were  Fall* 
,    cned  %q  different  parts  of  hi$.  body  to  firmly/ 
that  they  did  not  drop  off  when  he  was  hbift- 
cd  on  board, '  but  were  takei*  with:  him. 

Some  naturallfts  bave  laid,  that  the  hea.d  of 
the  fucking  fifh  is  vifcous/on  thejpvfcer  pait,- 
and  furniflied  witfc  rough  points  fimilar  to  the 
teeth  of  a  ffie"; ind^accordiqg t&fathjiih&y 
means  of  thgftr.  two  qualities;  its  roiighriefc  , 
and  viTcofity,  that  it  is  enabled  to  adhere  ta  ' 
other  fifh.  *  '  ■■:■■'    ;    .   ■>-.• 

"Figure  to  yourfelf,"  fays  One  of  them,  "  a 
4C  row  of  nineteen  fharp-edged  and  dentated 
*  laminae,  placed  crofTwife,  and  ifluing  imme* 
^  diately  from  the  rim  of  the  lower  jaw,  and 
u  yott  will  have  a  juft  idea  of  the  part  with 
4C  which  the  remora  makes  itfelf  faft<" 

This  defcription  is  exadt  as  far  as  relates  to 
'the  figure  ^nd  number  of  the  dentated  laminae; 
but  it  places  them  on  the  lower  part  of  the 
head,  whereas  they  are,  in  reality,  on  the  . 
upper.  Accordingly,  when  the  reitidra  fixeaf 
itfelf,  it  is  obliged  to  turn  upon  its  back,  with 
its  belly  upward. 

I  am  ignorant  whether  the  two  white  fifi* 

that  polled  themfelves  on  the  arms  of  the  feah 

"  -  .     deyify 
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devil,  arid  appeared  tc:  ferve  him  as  pilots, 

Were  alfo  of  the  remora  kind.     But  this  at 

leaft  I  can  aflqrt,  that  they  appeared  to  flick 

as  firmly  to  the  extremities  of  the  arms  I  hive 

mentioned,  notwithflanding  the  amis  were  in 

continual  motion,     I  mull  obferve,  however, 

•that,  if  thefe  white  fifh  had  a  flat  furface  HJce 

that  by  which  theretiiora  adheres  to  other  fifh, 

"it  muft  have  been  on  the  lower  part  of  the 

'body,  and  not  on  the  upper,  fince  the  animal 

Continued  in  its  natural  pofition,  and  had  no 

occafion  to  turn  over  to  fix  itfelf  at  its  ppft* 

It  would  have  been  highly  gratifying  to  me, 
if  thefe  fifh  had  remained  at  their  ftations,  and 
allowed  themfelv^s  to  be  taken  with  the  fea- 
devif,  as  I  fhould  then  have  had  an  opportunity 
of  examining  them  :  but  the  moment  the  firfl 
harpoon  was* thrown,  they  let  go  their  hold 
and  difappeared.  *  , 

I  hoped,  however,  that  we  might  per- 
chance catch  one  of  thofe  that  ferved  as  fen- 
tinels  to  the  other  two  monfters,  which,  by  all 
the  noife  we  had  made,  had  not  been  driven 
away.  Different  baits  were  tried  for  them, 
but  to  no  purpofe :  when  the  hook  was  thrown 
into  the  water,  they  came  and  examined  it, 
and  immediately  returned  to  their  polls, 
Vo*.IIL  li      .  I  do 
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I  do  not  at  prefcnt  recoiled  that  any  nata- 
ralift  has  fpoken  of  thefe  white  remoras.  Yet 
other  travellers  befide  me  have  feen  them.  I 
fhall  cite  on  this  head  Dubadier,  known  in 
natural  hiftory  for  his  rare  and  ample  collec- 
tion of  the  cruflaceae  of  the  Caribbee  iflands. 
in  his  iaft  voyage,  this  naturalift  faw,  in  lat. 
450  north,  long.  33  30,  a  fimilar  ray,  which 
he  fuppofed  to  be  about  twenty-five  or  thirty 
feet  in  breadth,  accompanied  by  its  two  white 
pilots.  He  made  a  drawing  of  it,  as  I  did  of 
the  rays  which  I  faw;  and,  on  comparing 
thefe  drawings,  the  fifh  evidently  appear  to  be 
of  the  fame  fpecies. 

The  remainder  of  our  paffage  offere3  no- 
thing remarkable,  but  the  contrary  winds 
with  which'  we  were' continually  buffeted; 
and  indeed  in  lat.  33°  we  were  again  at- 
tacked by  a  violent  ftorm.  Fearing  our 
voyage  would  be  kmg  and  tedious,  all  the. 
crew  were  put  to  fhort  allowance  of  "water. 
On  the  fourth  of  October  we  paffecFthAcd$- 
fert  iflands  of  Flores  and  Cdhro, 'and  fkited 
within  mufket  fhot  of  their  fhorefe.  v 

On  the  ninth  of  the  fame  month  one  of 

thp  crew  fell  overboard.     The  waves  ran  fo 

high  it  was  impoffible  to  fave  him.     He  was 

2  inftantly 
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inftantly  carried  to  a  confiderable  diftance. 
We  faw  him  ftretch  out  hisprras  to.us;  but  the 
wind  Jxurried  us  on  with  fuch  violence,  that 
we  could  only  throw  fome  empty  barrels  and 
a  few  hencoops  into  the  fea.  This  even 
could  not  ..be  done  with  fufficient  fpeed;  and, 
had  any  of  thefe  frail  fupports  reached. him* 
it,  would  only  have  prolonged  his  fuffering, 
ajid  given  him  death  twenty  times  over. 

The  twenty- third  of  O&ober  we.  fell  int 
with  two  imall- French  veflels  returning  from 
the  cod-fiftiery.  We  purchafed  of  them  a 
fufficiency  for  our  little  fleet  j  and  it  proved  a 
very  feafonable  fupply,  for  our  provifion  was 
confiderabiy  diminifhed,  and  we  had  been 
badly  fed  for  a  long  time.  Thefe  two  fifliing 
veflHs,  being  bound  to  Bayonne,  would  of 
courfe  arrive  in  port  before  us ;  and  I  availed 
myfelf  of  the  opportunity  to  inform  my  fa- 
mily* and  my  friends  in  Holland*  of  my  near 
arrival. 

On  the  thirtieth  we  faw  feveral  parts  of  a 
wreck,  and,  among  the  reft,  a  maft  almoft 
whole,  which  came  along-fide  of  our  fhip. 
This  fad  fpedacle  announced  to  us  that  fom? 
calamity  had  happened  during  the  laft  ftorm. 

Hz  At 
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At  length,  on  the  firft  of  November,  we  came 
in  fight  of  the  coafts  of  Europe,  and  were  ii^ 
fccflaudy  beaten  about  by  contrary  winds,  till 
we  reached  the  chops  of  the  Channel,  where 
we  were  flopped,  with  more  than  two  hun- 
dred other  veffels,  returning  from  all  parts  of 
the  globe,  and  which  were  detained  there,  as 
well  as  ourfelves,  by  contrary  winds.  But 
what  was  our  furprife,  when  the  Middelbourg, 
which  we  had  fuppofed  to  have  been  loft  off  the 
k  Cape  of  Needles  with  all  her  crew,  appeared 
among  the  number  I  In  the  excefs  of  my 
joy,  I  Wbuld  have  taken  one  of  the  boats  and 
gone  to  her:  but  the  fea  Was  ib  rough  that 
none  of  the  failors  wouid  venture  to  row  me  j 
it  was  indeed  tremendous.  The-  unforttH 
tunate  Middelbourg  appeared  to.  me  to-be  in 
a  worfe  condition  than  ourfelves,  and  to  be 
almoft  lhattered  to  pieces-  She  looked,  fo  to 
fpeak,  like  aft  invalid  whom  a  reiapfe  would 
infallibly  deftroy.  Nobody' would  join  m^ 
in  this  fad  prefage  ?.?yet  it  was  the  fomeoJay 
V$ri£ed.  ■    "   .  '    •    • 

Scarcely  had  we  entered  the  Channel,  when 
&  great  ciift  arpfe.     It  every  moment  grew 
thicket  f-and  the  wind  began  to  blow  a  florin, 
5  which 
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which  pref*ntly  rofe  to  fach  a  beij 
the  fkiil  of  our  feamen  was  of  no  t 
its  fury*     Wave  after  wave  droi 
pitately  towards  the  rocks ;  while, 
of  the  mrft,  we  could' fcarcely  fcee; 
if s  Heaven  had  intended  to  fave  ui 
of  beholding  twenty  fhipwrecks  ai 
had  not  only   the   breakers  to   : 
dread  alfo  running  foul  of  on^  a 
the  Channel  was  covered  with  vef: 
pot  convey  a  better  idea  of  the 
wind  thus  let  loofe  upon  us,  thai 
itfgthat  our- fails,  though  furled 
to  rags,  and-  our  rigging  abfolute 
tow.     I  confidered  death  as  ine 
awaited  k  in  filence.     Twenty  v« 
by  their  ill  fate  either  agakrffc  ea 
upon  the  rocks,  were  loft.     The*  ] 
was  wrecked  on  the  fhorc,  and  l 
vrife,arfd  children,  all  pefcifhed  tog 
ther  veffel  of  our  fleet,  the  Hdl; 
rudder,  which  was  broken,  and  < 
by  a  wave;     Become  the  fport  c 
and  waves*  and  unable  to  fteei 
(hfe  made  fignals  of  diftrefs,  wl 
fwered  by  the  fignala  of  death.    1 
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misfortunes,  night  came  upoa  us  with  our 
rigging  ail  in  diforder.     The  Holland  fired 
feveral  more  guns,  and,  when  day  appeared, 
nothing  was  to  be  feen  of  her  *.     For  our 
parts,  we  paffed  the  Channel,  and  advanced, 
tempeft-beaten  all  the  way,  towards  the  Ifle  of 
Middelbourg,  where  we  anchored  in  fight  of 
land.     But  the  cable  foon  parted,  as  did  thofe 
of  all  the  anchors  we  threw  out,  one  after 
Mother ;  fo  that  we  were  forced  to  pafs  ano- 
ther terrible  night,  beating  to  windward  on  a 
coaft  full  of  fhoals.     Skilful  as  our  captain 
was,  he  durft  not  take  upon  himfelf  to  enter 
the  port  without  a  coafting  pilot .     The  cap- 
tain of  the  port,  Intanker,  perceiving  our  dif- 
trefs  from  the  town  of  Middelbourg,  had  the 
courage  to  venture  himfelf  in  a  fmall  Hoop, 
and  came  to  our  afliftancc  through  every  dan- 
ger. \  He  got  op  board  and  took  the  com- 
mand of  the  vefTel,  apd  carried  her  ftraight  ' 
into  the  port  of  Flyftiing.    We  were  driven, 
in  by  fo  ftrong  a  gale,  that  we  lay  almoft  on 
our  beam-ends.     I  was  in  the  cabin.     I  heard 
a  cry  "We  are  all  loft !"  I  ran  upon  deck. 

*  I  afterwards  heard,  that  this  veflel  was  miraculoufly 
driven  into  an  Englifh  harbour  and  faved. 
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In  tad  we  had  ftruck,  but  by  good  ^forttane  k 
was  on  the  mud :  had  it  been  fifty  paces 
lower,  the  veflel  muft  have  gone  to  pieces 
She  lay  on  her  fide;  and  in  that  fituation  we 
pafled  the  night. 

When  day  appeared/  the  weather  was  more 
moderate.     Twenty  boats  came  to  tow  us  off, 
and  get  us  afloat.     At  length  we  entered  the 
road  of  Flufhing;  where,  which  was  Angular 
enough,  we  anchored  along-fide  of  the  Held 
Voltemaade,  the  very  veflel  that  had  carried 
me  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  which 
the  Dutch  Eaft-Iqdia  Company  hadpurchafed 
from  the  Englifh,  by  whom  Hie  was  taken,, 
as  every  one  knows,  on  her  departure  from 
the   Cape   for  the   Ifle   of  Ceylon.     In  the 
morning  the  commiflioners  of  the  company 
of  Zealand  came  on  board.     One  of  them 
brought  me  letters  from  Amfterdam,  in  an- 
fwer  to  thofe  which  I  had  written  at  fea,  and 
fent "by  the  fifhing  veflels.     Temmlock  had 
recommended  me  to  the  directors  of  the  com- 
pany, who  received  me  with  every  civility; 
and  my  baggage  was  fuffered  to  pafs  untouch- 
ed.    The  moment  I  fet  my  foot  on  fhore,  I 
hused  a  fmall  veflel,  to  convey  myfelf  and  my 
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tffe&l  to  Amsterdam  without  delay ;  w^er^ 
*he  mpmeqk,I  arrived,  I  hafteijed  to  throw". 
jfayi&f  into  ,th&  #rms  of  my  good  friends, 
Boers  and  TeroioinfcJi.  A  few  days  after,  I 
fet  off  for  Paris,  where  I  arrived  in  the  begin-- 
ning  of  January  1785,  after  an  abfeoce  of  five 
years :  the  only  peridd  ..of  my  life  truly  to  be 
regretted,  the  only  one  at  leaft.in  which  the 
cowardice  of  mankind  nev?r  afie&ed  me,  in 
which  L  could  fafely  defy  their  injuftice,  their 
bewfits,  and  their  tyrannic  fway. 
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